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Periodical meetings Switzerland could be called upon to convene in order to 
examine general problems of implementation of 

international humanitarian law (IHL)

Possible modalities

In the opinion of the Swiss authorities, the periodical meetings provided by Recommendation 
VII of the Intergovernmental Group of Experts for the Protection of War Victims should not 
in any way compete with the International Conferences of the Red Cross and Red Crescent. 
On the contrary, they should harmonize with them. Accordingly, they should contribute to 
maintaining and strengthening the dialogue between States on general problems of 
implementation of IHL.

The States party to the Geneva Conventions would be full participants. They would be 
represented by experts. As was the case during the meeting of the Intergovernmental Group of 
Experts for the Protection of War Victims, observers could attend the meetings. Their circle 
would depend on the subjects under discussion. The International Committee of the Red 
Cross, with the collaboration of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies, would be closely associated with the preparation of the meetings as well as with the 
drafting of documents. The National Societies would be consulted by the ICRC and / or by the 
International Federation as appropriate in the preparation of the meetings.

As the organizer of the meetings, Switzerland would encourage any interested State, 
organization or organism to make suggestions i.a. as to the questions to be debated. It would 
also hold consultations beforehand. The essential characteristics of these questions should be 
the following: they should be of general and current interest, not give rise to purely academic 
debates and be sufficiently limited so as to be effectively dealt with during one meeting and, as 
the case may be, during the following International Conference of the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent.

The meetings would take place on a periodical basis. They could be organized in Geneva.

The duration of the meetings would depend on the agenda. They should not last longer than a 
few days, a week at most.

The meetings could result in conclusions (reports, recommendations), which would be 
transmitted to the States as well as to the following International Conference of the Red Cross 
and Red Crescent.


