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Mr, Chairman,
Distinguished delegates,
At the International meeting on mine-clearance held in Geneva in July 1995 and at 

the First Review Conference of States parties to the Convention on Prohibitions or 
Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons held recently in Vienna the 
number of persons killed or disabled by indiscriminate use of anti-personnel landmines 
(APLs) was cited several times. These figures are striking indeed. Extremely dangerous is 
that deadly effect of this weapon continues for several years or even decades.

The evident proof to it is the historical experience of Ukraine. Though 50 years 
have elapsed since the end of the last war in the territory of Ukraine, there still remains a 
huge quantity of unexploded airbombs, artillery shells, grenades, mines, other explosive 
devices. Only within the last 3 years 83 thousand units of explosive ammunitions were 
destroyed in Ukraine.

At the same time, new generation of mines appeared which couldn't be detected by 
traditional means and their application in armed conflicts have been grown, especially in 
internal conflicts, where indiscriminate use of mines assumed threatening proportions.

Thus, in the course of the Vienna Review Conference Ukraine among other 
countries supported the extension of the scope of the Protocol II over the non-international 
conflicts. We entirely support the provisions concerning the obligatory inclusion of the 
detectable elements, effective self-destruction mechanisms and self-deactivative elements 
into the mine-construction. We consider these measures as a step to reduce negative 
consequences of the APLs application with regard to civilians. We hope that the States not 
parties to the 1980 Convention, will accede to this important international document.

Ukraine is convinced that only eventual elimination of this kind of weapons may put 
an end to the danger caused by APLs application. As the first right step in this direction we 
consider the approval by the states-exporters of APLs of the moratorium on their export. 
On its part Ukraine under the decision of the Government introduced the moratorium on 
export of APLs from 1 September 1995.
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We call upon the states that have not yet taken similar measures at the national level 
to urgently make it in order not to increase the scale of the crisis caused by APLs 

application.
I would like to state that the Ukrainian experts are ready to take part in mine 

clearance operations under the auspices of the United Nations and other international 
organizations. The Ukrainian servicemen as part of the UN peacekeeping forces in the 
former Yugoslavia within the last three years have been repeatedly involved in such 

operations rendering assistance in mine clearance of civilian facilities.
The Government of Ukraine shares relevant provisions of the draft resolution C. 1/3 

with regard to anti-personnel landmines. We are of the view that proper attention should be 
given to other existing conventional weapons, such as naval mines and certain small caliber 
weapons, or future weapons which may cause unnecessary suffering or have indiscriminate 
effects.

Ukraine also welcomes the adoption by the Review Conference of a new Protocol 
on blinding laser weapons as an important step in the development of international 
humanitarian law.

In conclusion, I would like to express confidence that the International red Cross 
and Red Crescent Movement together with other international, regional and non
governmental organisations will continue to work for the total elimination of anti-personnel 
mines.

Thank you.


