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Mr. Chairman,

I wish to congratulate you and the members 
of the bureau on your election. I would also 
like to express our appreciation to the Swiss 
Government, ICRC and the Federation for the 
preparations and hospitality.

It is just as well that we have only five 
minutes which does not allow a moaning and 
weeping exercise for the "human condition".

The problem before us is that there are too 
many conflicts, that most of them internal, 
that as a result, the number of civilian 
victims is very high and constantly increasing.

To deal with this situation :

We call upon the States to respect and 
ensure respect for international humanitarian 
law, although we refer to all parties here and 
there.

We also try to disseminate law.

And we try to activate some monitoring 
mechanisms and develop others. The Turkish 
delegation also supports these efforts and the 
relevant parts of the Recommendations in whose 
formulations we participated actively.

In all this, we move from the premise that 
law is adequately developed, but inadequately 
applied. We may be right to some extent in 
thinking so.
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Nevertheless, our approach to the immense 
problems of the day is narrow and confused.

We consider all conflicts in accordance 
with the principle of jus in bellum. We are 
indifferent to the ethno-nationalist, religious
fundamentalist or 
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As a result, our efforts both in 
conferences and on the ground are reduced to a 
purely humanitarian aspect of the question. We 
curse the cruelty of others and lament the 
plight of the victims.

Hopeless and helpless before the growing 
number of conflicts, we seem to accept human 
suffering religiously.
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As a result, we contribute, though 
inadvertently and indirectly, to the 
disintegration of State structures in
conflicts.

But should we condone atrocious violations
of humanitarian rules or human rights by
States? Certainly not, provided that we should
not 1 o se sight of the fact that most of the
time, armed groups start the conflict and
impose the warfare.

After some time, this warfare may turn into
an orgy of killing civilians by civilians. In
other words, these armed groups cannot fight
without systematically murdering civilians or
attacking civilian cannot fight
either without a

targets. They
wide-scale participation in

the war effort of civilians which they call
militia, which we call part-time fighters.

One may say : 
which enumerates

"But this
all these

is against law
acts as grave

breaches."

However, what i s at issue is not individual
acts dispersed i n various parts of legal
instruments, but a warfare , ■’a consistent whole,
conceived and developed as such by an evil 
genius. Our fragmented approach prevents it 
from being perceived in its entirety. Unless we 
stop dealing with acts and prohibit this method 
of warfare in law, there will be continuous 
killing of civilians in many internal 
conflicts.
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But don't we now call "genocidal acts" and 
not genocide, as in the case of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina ? Don't we break down genocide into 
individual acts which will inevitably attenuate 
the ultimate crime ?

Some of us talk about international 
tribunal. Don't we see that its fate depends on 
the success of the one on the former- 
Yugoslavia?

Mr. President,

So long as this situation continues, we 
continue to poetically recount human suffering, 
tears in eyes. This may help appease our 
conscience. But it will not diminish the number 
of civilian victims.

Therefore, we pay great importance to 
Recommendation Two and Eight (a), first tiré, 
about customary rules on the one hand, and 
"methods of war consisting of systematic and 
large-scale ki11ings...by armed groups", on the 
other.

If the studies which wi*ll be conducted by 
the ICRC are reduced once again to a sterile 
humanitarian aspect, we will give up hope for 
cooperation on this subject.

Thank you.


