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Mr. Chairman,
Distinguished Delegates,

Permit me to express, on behalf of the Royal Thai 
Government, our appreciation to the ICRC, the IFRC and the 
Swiss Government for providing us with this timely 
opportunity to renew Thailand's long-standing commitment to 
the collective responsibility of the international community 
towards the protection of victims of armed conflicts and the 
promotion of universal compliance with the rules and 
principles of international humanitarian law.

Mr. Chairman,

Thailand has had a fair share of experience in war 
victims protection. For more than a decade, we found 
ourselves engaged in efforts to protect the civilian 
population from the disastrous effects of armed conflicts in 
Cambodia. This included not only Thais living along the Thai- 
Cambodian border, but also some 370,000 Cambodian war victims 
to which we gave shelter. With the support and the assistance 
of the world community - particularly, the UNHCR, the ICRC 
and other relief organizations -, these civilian victims were 
sheltered from fighting and killing, and finally could all be 
safely and voluntarily repatriated after peace returned to 
Cambodia in the early 1990's.

It has rightly been pointed out, in a broader 
context, that today, armed conflicts are on the increase. The 
Thai experience is given here as a reminder that civilian 
victims of armed conflicts can and must be protected, and 
that together the international community can assume this 
responsibility in an efficient and dignified manner.



For this reason, Thailand fully supports 
international humanitarian efforts necessitated by armed 
conflicts undertaken by governments and various relief 
bodies, whether right at our door steps in Cambodia or 
further away in Somalia and Bosnia. Thailand's co-operation 
with the ICRC in this field is a particular source of pride. 
Thailand's latest contribution, a donation made last October 
to support humanitarian efforts of the ICRC in the former 
Yugoslavia, serves to illustrate our commitment to the 
Fundamental Principles of the Red Cross Movement.

Mr. Chairman,

As State Party to the four Geneva Conventions of 
1949, Thailand attaches great importance to the task of 
ensuring respect for international humanitarian law by all 
States and entities concerned. In this regard, the Royal Thai 
Government fully commends and supports the efforts of the 
ICRC and the Swiss Government to promote respect for and 
compliance with the rules and principles of law in this 
matter. This is in keeping with the spirit and the decision 
of the 1993 International Conference for the Protection of 
War Victims, in which Thailand actively participated. The 
results of this undertaking, particularly the Recommendations 
of the Intergovernmental Group of Experts, have been 
encouraging.

Thailand is fully aware that since 1949, 
international humanitarian law has evolved. For this reason, 
steps are now being taken to review’ Thailand's international 
obligations in this regard, with the possibility of extending 
them to cover those not contained in the Geneva Conventions 
and customary humanitarian law. I am referring to the two 
Additional Protocols of 1977 as well as the United Nations 
Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of 
Certain Conventional Weapons of 1980, which the Royal Thai 
Government is now seriously considering, prioritizing at this 
stage the possibility of becoming Party to Protocol I.

Mr. Chairman,

In light of the increasing complexity in 
contemporary armed conflicts, Thailand believes that the 
international community should be working towards a more 
effective and practical guarantee and protection of 
civilians. It is important to ensure that leaders and 
combatants are aware of the contents of international 
humanitarian law. It is also important to ensure that they 
have the political and moral will to respect the principles 
and rules contained therein.

Thailand's policy and practice of commitment to and 
support for international humanitarian efforts for civilian 
population in wartime means that Thailand assumes her share 
of responsibility within the international community in this 
regard.

Thank you.*******************


