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Mr Chairman,
Mankind is today facing great challenges due to the very nature of the armed conflicts. 
International Humanitarian Law was originally elaborated to deal with armed conflicts 
between states. Today we face, almost as a rule, internal armed conflicts. One of the 
parties to the conflict is usually - but not always - a government, while the other party 
or parties are armed opposition groups. These armed groups are not governments and 
thus not parties to any of the conventions protecting civilians in armed conflicts. Yet 
the civilian population is totally in their hands, and sometimes dependent on their 
mercy. The civilians become ’’hostages” in the conflict situation, used and abused in 
gruesome ways.

Mr Chairman, we are here to make the protection of the victims of war effective in 
whatever situation a conflict occurs. It is therefore vital to millions of human beings 
that this International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent addresses the 
situation in internal armed conflicts. This is where the real problem lies.

The most vulnerable in an armed conflict, and especially in internal armed conflicts, 
are the children. Children in the conflict areas live sometimes with their families, but 
many have lost their parents or relatives and are left to fend for themselves. In this 
situation many children are recruited as soldiers, into the armed forces or the armed 
opposition groups. Some children are forced to join. Some join to avenge the murder of 
their mother or father. Many join to survive. The aimy or the armed group become the 
place of belonging for children, who no longer have a home. Children affected by war 
and street children therefore easily become child soldiers. In the army or the armed 
group they are needed, they have a role to play, they are fed and maybe even given a 
pair of shoes. They participate as adults in the armed conflict, as soldiers, porters, 
cooks to feed the army or spies. Sometimes they are used to do things that the adults 
are reluctant to do. The children become completely dependent on the adults. They can 
not say no.

Mr Chairman, 
it is time to put an end to the use, no let me rephrase that, the long history of <?6use of 
children as soldiers. And let me also make it clear that when I talk of children I talk of 
girls and boys under 18 years of age. The age limit for participation in armed conflict 
is precisely one of the important questions of concern to this International Conference. 
What should be the age of participation and recruitment into armed forces or groups?

Children as young as 8 or 10 - and sometimes even younger - are misused as soldiers. 
Children are dependent on the adults and have no means of protecting themselves from 
the atrocities of war. Most countries of the world consider a person to be mature 
enough to participate in decisions about their country’s future at the age of 18. Some 
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countries allow their youngsters to die for their country by recruiting them to their 
armed forces at an earlier age.

Girls and boys under the age of 18 are not fully developed adults. Their bodies are still 
growing. A wound or the loss of a limb is much more detrimental to a child than to an 
adult. Even though the child is lucky enough to receive medical care and an 
amputation, the body continues to grow, and the child will not only need continually 
new artificial limbs, but also new amputations to avoid the bone protruding through the 
healed stump.

Maturity is different from individual to individual. However, at the age of 18 and over 
most persons, in whatever country of the world, have reached a state of mental and 
physical maturity. The Swedish Red Cross is therefore of the opinion that the age limit 
for adulthood should be 18, in war as in peacetime. The International Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Movement has taken a clear stand on an age of recruitment and 
participation at 18 years. In consequence, the Swedish Red Cross urges all 
governments neither to recruit, nor to allow participation of, persons under the age of 
18 years in armed conflict.

Mr Chairman,
The Swedish Red Cross, like the whole International Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement, is deeply concerned about the use and effects of anti-personnel land mines 
as well as we are concerned about all military ordinance left after a conflict making 
large parts of a given country inhabitable. It has been argued that the land mines are 
legitimate weapons, indispensable for the defence of a country. The Swedish Red 
Cross does not agree with this argument. These weapons are indiscriminate not only in 
their effects, but in themselves. The anti-personnel land mines can not distinguish 
between the foot of a child or that of a soldier. They remain, as do grenades and other 
explosives, after the war is over, threatening the life and health of children, women and 
men. The mines deny normal access to water and land and thus deprive the civilian 
population of their means of survival.

The Swedish Red Cross urges all governments to truly take on a much wider 
responsibility and to give an overall priority to clear the land, to get rid of all 
explosives, mines as well as other remnants of war, which continue to create killing 
fields without end. This should be a priority for every government, in their own 
countries as well as internationally. It should be an economic, social and political 
priority. No efforts should be spared. The disaster of land mines is too enormous to be 
left to voluntary UN funds. All governments must reallocate resources to assist the 
victims of land mines and to prevent further casualties.

In the same spirit we urge governments to follow the commendable example of 
Belgium, Norway and other countries, to unilaterally prohibit the use, production, 
export and stockpiling of anti-personnel land mines.

Give the land back to the people and stop this atrocious use of land mines.
Mr Chairman: LAND MINES MUST BE STOPPED.
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