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Mr. President,

Permit me at the outset, to join the previous speakers 
in congratulating you and members of the Bureau for your 
election to chair and supervise this meeting of the 26th 
International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent. 
We assure you of our support throughout the deliberations 
of this august assmebly.

Mr. President,
The Government of the Republic of Liberia goes on re

cord in identifying with the objectives and values of the 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.

My Government has always given support, financial and 
otherwise, to the activities of the National Society within 
the Country and stands in readiness to continue doing so.

Mr. President,
For more than five years Liberia has been going through
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a period of civil crisis which resulted in the destruction 
of lives and properties, as well as other infrastructures 
and institutions.

All throughout this period the emblem of the Red Cross 
could be seen daily, as the National Society in consonance 
with the International Committee of the Red Cross(lCRC)
tirelessly labored in carrying out their humanitarian
functions of caring for the sick, injured and needy during
resulting from war and natural disasters.

Many many more lives would have been lost had the Red
Cross not been actively and fearlessly present during the
crisis in Liberia.

Mr. President,

Words are not enough for which the Government and 
people of Liberia may utter in expressing thanks and appre
ciation to the Red Cross and through it to the Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement and the International 
Committee of the Red Cross for the assistance they have 
rendered and continue to render in bringing peace to Liberia.

Mr. President,

The present atmosphere in Liberia has given all of us 
the hope that the conflict is nearing its end as we now have 
a Transitional Government that is inclusive of all warring 
factions with a mandate to hold elections during the middle
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of 1996.

We are happy to note that with the exception of few 
theisolated incidents that hostilities that once ravaged the

country have been greatly quelled.

All of this could not have been done without the con
certed efforts and cooperation of the entire International
Communi

Mr. President,

In less than two weeks from now, the President of the 
International Committee of the Red Cross, Mr. Cornelio 
Sommaruga will be briefing Heads of Diplomatic Missions 
here in Geneva on the activities of the International Committee 
during 1995.

I am sure that his report on Liberia will be far more 
encouraging than what it was during his last briefing.

It is our fervent hope and prayers that the time will 
come, sooner than later, when Liberia, as it once was, will 
be mentioned only on the passing and not as a subject matter. 

Again, Mr. President,
Permit me to reiterate my Government's unswerving support 

for the activities and objectives of the Standing Commission, 
the International Committee of the Red Cross as well as the 
Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies.

I thank you.


