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Mr. Chairman, Distinguished delegates,

Let me begin by congratulating you, Ambassador Owada, 
on your election as Chairman of the Commission I. My 
congratulations are also extended to Ambassador Jokonya and 
Mr. Jimenez, Vice Chairmen of the Commission, and to Mr. 
Ribeiro, the Rapporteur of the Commission.
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With regard to the third agenda item of this 
Commission, I would like to particularly emphasize the 
following points.

First, adequate protection and assistance to women. 
Together with children, women form a large majority of 
those civilians who need protection during wartime. Such 
women as widows or war-time widows, nursing and expectant 
mothers belong to the most vulnerable group, to whom 
special protection and assistance are required. Women so 
often become the victims of violation of humanitarian law, 
including sexual violence during armed conflicts.

Now we have seen momentum gathering for the protection 
of women in time of armed conflict: for example, the UNHCR 
established "the Guidelines on Prevention of and Response 
to Sexual Violence against Refugees " for the protection of 
female refugees last March, and in the Fourth World 
Conference on Women, held in Beijing last September, this 
issue was also discussed. In our discussion, we have to 
put high priority on this issue to keep up further momentum 
in this issue and send a strong and clear message to the 
parties concerned and the international community.

Second, protection of children during wartime. The 
growth or even life of children is seriously affected by 
armed conflict. It is a matter for regret that many 
children are recruited as combatant in recent conflicts.

In April last year, Japan ratified "Convention on the 
Rights of the Child", which was adopted in the General 
Assembly of the United Nations in 1989. In order to 
provide children with further protection, my government has 
joined the exercise of the working group under the UN Human 
Rights Commission to elaborate a draft optional protocol to 
this Convention, which is expected to prohibit the 
participation of children under the age of 18 in armed 
conflict. It is very important for this International 
Conference to launch a strong appeal to the parties of 
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armed conflict, not to oblige children under the age of 18 
to engage in battlefield.

Third, reunification of dispersed families. The 
Government of Japan highly appreciates the active roles in 
the reunification of dispersed families played by the 
International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, in 
particular by the ICRC, based on the mandate of each 
component of the Movement and the spirit of international 
humanitarian law.

In this area, international organisations such as the 
IOM are also quite active. So are some NGOs. I wish to 
see that the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement will collaborate with these organisations in the 
family reunification efforts.

Fourth, the issue of anti-personnel landmines, which 
not only cause serious humanitarian problems but severely 
hinder the economic and social reconstruction after the end 
of armed conflict. The Government of Japan has been working 
actively to address this issue with the following view:

First, in order to strengthen mine clearance efforts, 
the development of new technologies in detection and 
demining should be promoted, which will raise the 
efficiency and safety of demining operations. Secondly, 
victims of anti-personnel landmines should be provided with 
appropriate assistance, including rehabilitation. Thirdly, 
international regulations and controls on landmines should 
be strengthened.

In particular regarding the strengthening of 
international regulations, I would like to point out that 
Japan has not exported any anti-personnel landmines, in 
accordance with its established policy of the "Three 
Principles on Arms Export". In the Review Conference of 
the Convention of Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use 
of Certain Conventional Weapons (CCW), held in Vienna last 
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September, the Government of Japan made utmost efforts to 
strengthen the Convention. To our regret, an agreement 
could not be reached there on the strengthening of the 
Convention's Protocol II. The Japanese Government will 
continue to make efforts so that agreement will be reached 
in the Conference to be resumed next year on the effective 
strengthening of the Protocol.

In addition to anti-personnel landmines, the issue of 
blinding weapons is no less important. In this regard, we 
appreciate that the ICRC has been playing an active role 
against the laser blinding weapons along the lines of the 
resolution of the last International Conference of the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent.

The Government of Japan is of the view that the use of 
blinding weapons should be generally prohibited. It 
supports the new Protocol which prohibits the use and 
transfer of laser weapons designed to cause blindness. We 
highly evaluate, therefore, the adoption of this Protocol 
in the Review Conference in Vienna.

Mr. Chairman,

In concluding my statement, here again I would like to 
express my government's deep appreciation of the activities 
of the ICRC and the International Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Movement, which embody the letters and spirit of 
international humanitarian law. I would also like to 
express that the Government of Japan intends to continue to 
lend its support and co-operation in order to strengthen 
these activities.

Thank you Mr. Chairman.
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