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Mr. Chairman,

At the opening ceremony on Sunday evening, the screen presentation 

brought us a powerful sequence of searing images. It was appropriate that 

there were no accompanying words - suffering on the scale witnessed in 

many parts of our world today is unspeakable. And the greatest outrage is 

the fact that so much of this suffering is the result of wilful human action 

rather than natural disaster.

As we confront these images, our human response of shame and grief is 

simple and direct. And it is important that we hold on to that directness of 

response - the search for causes and solutions must never blunt our sense of 

the fundamental unacceptablility of the degradation of one human being by 

another.

But of course depth of feeling, however vital, is not in itself enough. Our 

human response to tragedy needs to be harnessed to the often complex and 

difficult task of developing integrated approaches that will have lasting 

effect.
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And that is the thrust of my brief remarks today - the need for coherence in 

our analysis, in our programmes of humanitarian assistance and as between 

the political and humanitarian actions of governments.

The inadequacy of our analysis is perhaps nowhere better illustrated than in 

Africa. For decades, the Cold War dichotomy obscured African concerns 

and made African issues merely a proxy for East-West tensions. In 1992 

with Somalia and again in 1994 in Rwanda the deeply rooted political 

conflicts of Africa were finally revealed in their own disturbing light. The 

challenge for the international community to engage with Africa on its own 

terms has clearly been posed; an adequate response is still awaited.

Let us resolve that, whatever the issue we address - whether a regional 

crisis or a more general problem such as the effect of economic sanctions on 

civilan populations - we will not shirk the coherent and clear-sighted 

analysis which will point the way forward.

Integration of the overall humanitarian effort is another imperative. 

Agencies must build on their particular strengths. For its part the Red Cross
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Agencies must build on their particular strengths. For its part the Red Cross 

and Red Crescent Movement is unique in its mandate and in its 

comprehensive network of National Societies. Through its national 

network, the Movement is particularly well placed to understand and 

respond to local needs and to find ways of strengthening local capacity to 

meet the complex needs of post-emergency societies.

I mentioned also the need for coherence in the actions of governments. To 

choose again just one illustration: the landmines issue illustrates the extent 

to which political and humanitarian issues are interwoven. How can our 

consciences live with a situation where we aid the victims of landmines 

while we continue to manufacture and supply the instruments of their 

suffering ? The Irish Government has called for a total ban on the 

production, stockpiling, transfer and use of landmines. That will continue to 

be our position of principle.

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, let me say that Ireland strongly supports the 

draft resolution on Principles and Responses in International Humanitarian 

Assistance and Protection. We will encourage all humanitarian 
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organisations working in development to adopt the Code of Conduct in 

Disaster Relief. I am also happy to report that the the Irish Government’s 

contribution to the overseas activities of the Red Cross movement are 

currently at their highest level ever: some $1.7 million in 1995 in support of 

activities as far apart as the Great Lakes region of Africa and the Caucasus.

We will continue to do the maximum possible to help respond to the needs 

of human beings in distress and societies in crisis.


