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Mr.Yr€£sctent

It is a great pleasure to he hack in Geneva, for the first time since our last 

participation in the International Conference for the Protection of War Victims in 1993, 

and to have this opportunity to address agenda items 2 and 3 under the Commission I 

of the 26th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent.

We owe a debt of gratitude to the Swiss Federal Govemment for its swift and 

positive response to the call made by the 1993 Conference to host the meeting of the 

open-ended intergovernmental group of experts in Geneva from 23 to 27 January 1995, 

in which Indonesia has had the privilege to participate.

By the same token, our special thanks go to Mr. Lucius Caflisch, President of the 

Intergovernmental Group of Experts. Under his able stewardship, the meeting, which was 

entrusted with a mandate "to study practical means of promoting full respect for and 

compliance with the International Humanitarian Law..." successfully adopted by consensus 

a senes of recommendations aimed at enhancing respect for humanitarian law, in 

particular by means of preventive measures that could ensure better implementation of 

the humanitarian rules.

This virtually demonstrates that whereas violations of the humanitarian rules are not 

due to their inadequacy - since the present humanitarian law is generally accepted as 

adequate - the consolidation of preventive measures is nevertheless imperative.

We welcome the recommendations and are convinced that their implementation 

would certainly improve respect for humanitarian law and the protection of civilian 

populations in times of armed conflict.

Mr.

Those recommendations cover important measures both on an emergency footing 

and in the longer term. The former is designed to protect and assist civilian populations 

in times of armed conflict, and the latter is meant to maintain and promote peace and to 
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forestall possible conflicts. Our task will be accomplished only if we pursue together, and 

concomitantly, these two types of measure.

Nonetheless, as clearly demonstrated by the tragic conflicts going on in various 

parts of the world, preventing conflict from occurring is better than the much more 

expensive approach of picking up the pieces later.

The suffering of millions of people could have been avoided if the estimated billions 

of dollars spent during the emergency period had been devoted to keeping peace, 

harmony and tranquillity, protecting fundamental human rights and promoting 

development.

In light of that, the Government of Indonesia is pleased to support the preventive 

measures contained in the recommendations of the intergovernmental group of experts, 

in particular in the domain of advisory sendees and the dissemination of I HL. But only 

through a common effort by all will IHL become better understood. And with broader 

understanding must come greater respect.

In this context, we commend the decision of the ICRC to establish a separate unit 

at its headquarters, called Advisory Services on International Humanitarian Law. The 

decision of the ICRC to set up an Advisory Services Documentation Centre is also a 

welcome development.

I feel privileged to inform the Commission of the establishment of an 

interdepartmental committee in Indonesia in 1980 by a Minister of Justice Decree, with 

which the National Society was associated with an extended mandate to advise and assist 

the government in implementing and disseminating IHL, in particular within law faculties 

and among journalists.
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Mr. lfass ?

Full support should be given to the international tribunals in the

former Yugoslavia. While focusing on the individuals who have actually committed the 

crimes, the tribunal- should also subject those who participated in the planning and 

preparation of the violations of humanitarian law and human rights to i-t*? jurisdiction. 

In this regard the UN Secretary-General said: "The world surely must not allow such acts 

to go unpunished, whenever and by whoever they are committed. If it does, these and 

similar crimes will happen again".

As may be recalled, the intergovernmental group of experts have recommended 

the depositary of the Geneva Conventions to organize meetings of the States

Parties to the 1949 Geneva Conventions, to consider general problems regarding the 

application of IHL.

It is clear that the States Parties have the discretion to decide as to when such 

meetings should be convened. It should also be borne in mind that, if convened, the 

meetings must have a clear mandate, that is to consider general problems regarding the 

application of IHL. For such meetings to achieve concrete and positive results, thorough 

and comprehensive preparation is imperative.

Thank you.
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