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Thank you Mr Chairman.

At the first instance, I want to congratulate you and also the distinguished members of the 
bureau on their appointment to this Commission.

I am confident that you all are concerned with the protection of civilian population in periods 
of armed conflict.

Several parts of the world have experienced a long series of insurmountable and political 
crises. With the passage of time, the social fabric is destroyed and any form of authority, 
except that of gun, gradually disappear. The fundamental values are denied, resulting in the 
sufferings of civilians becoming greater and more wide-spread. The respect for IHL is waning 
and protection of civilians is gradually declining.

Several sources estimate that there are over 23 million refugees and more than 29 internally 
displaced persons. These movements, which are essentially caused by fear and violations of 
the humanitarian law protecting the civilian population, result in food shortages, long-term 
economic and social disruption. Families are more and more frequently displaced and their 
members separated.

Women are frequently the first victims of this situation. Mass rape, forced prostitution, sexual 
slavery occurs. Children, the most vulnerable of all are the hardest hit by the fortunes. They 
suffer lasting trauma and are often psychologically scared for life. Their existence is shattered; 
as they have seen their parents killed before their eyes, their homes destroyed, their lives 
ruined. The ease with which any small group can obtain conventional armaments is a direct 
threat to civilian populations. The general use of landmines also affect all above civilian 
sections of world population.

Oppressions and attacks against essential public utilities, in particular the drinking water 
supply, affect the civilian population. Supplies are often cut off. Health services are paralysed. 
The population is left without any means of protection from illness, epidemics and other 
consequences of injuries.

Humanitarian action is faced with increasing difficulties as a result of prevailing insecurities. 
Deprived of protection and assistance, these victims become hostages of individuals or 
groups.

We stress the importance of full compliance of IHL, repression of violations and international 
instruments relating to human rights which offer basic protection to human persons.

- Condemnation of sexual violence directed against any person.

- Reassert the right of the civilian population in need to benefit from impartial humanitarian 
relief action and the importance for humanitarian organizations to have free access to 
civilian population in times of armed conflict.



2

- Urge States and all parties to armed conflict to comply with the rules of IHL and with the 
support of International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement take necessary measures to 
disseminate and ensure compliance with these rules.

- To ensure that victims of rape receive medical, psychological and social assistance.

- Urge non-recruitment and non-participation in armed conflict of children under 18 years of
age as also to protect those who are victims of war.

- Urge reunification of families, the ICRC's Central Tracing Agency to strengthen its efforts in 
reuniting the families as also increasing their training programmes for awareness relating to 
IHL and Red Cross Principles in coordination with States and National Societies for 
different categories of people including university students.

- Stress parties to conflict to provide favourable conditions so that civilians are in a position to 
arrange their own needs as also to put all efforts in restoration and distribution of drinking 
water supplies to civilians.

- Condemn the use of anti-personnel landmines.

Mr Chairman, with the above brief statement Indian Red Cross Society supports the draft 
resolution prepared for consideration of this Commission, since this covers our deep concern 
of violation of international humanitarian law and also urge both ICRC and National Societies 
as well as States to take proper steps and measures for strict compliance of IHL in order to 
bring an end to the sufferings of all sections of world population due to violation of IHL.
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