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Recent political developments which led to the 
proliferation of intra-State conflicts in the world have 
given rise to great humanitarian problems, gradually- 
spreading in many parts of the world and affecting both 
peace and security as well as the well-being of 
individuals.

Human distress and suffering caused by war, mass 
killing, displacement of persons, mass influx of 
refugees, famine, gross violations of human rights, 
intolerance and xenophobia have grown awareness of the 
crucial importance of Humanitarian Law and international 
action for the protection and assistance to the victims 
of the above situations.

Humanitarian standards which are reflected 
through the different rules of Humanitarian Law, and, in 
particular, of the Geneva Conventions and their Protocols, 
are today one of the greatest achievements of 
contemporary International Law.

It should be noted that, although these standards 
were established for the protection of war victims, they 
have, nevertheless, been progressively extended so as to 
cover situations which go beyond war and which are 
nowadays the root cause of much human suffering. Civilian 
populations which are the main targets of today's 
conflicts are also direct victims of fightings and, 
therefore, require humanitarian protection and assistance 
within the framework of Humanitarian Law.

Article 3, which is included in 
Conventions and according to which there 
number of humanitarian rules applicable in

all Geneva 
is a minimum 
all types of

conflicts, if largely interpreted , could provide a good
legal basis for such a development.

The United Nations General Assembly has made 
efforts to expand the scope of International Humanitarian 
Law through the adoption of resolutions on the 
humanitarian rights of civilian populations on the 
principles of international humanitarian assistance and 
on humanitarian obligations of Member States.

The fact that some of the humanitarian standards 
are declaratory of customary International Humanitarian
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Law increases their importance and effectiveness in so 
far as they are binding for all States, even those 
which are not parties to the above Conventions and 
Protocols.

Similarly, one should mention the attitude of the 
International Court of Justice which has pointed out 
that all States are now bound by the general principles 
of International Humanitarian Law.

It should be stressed, however , that, despite 
the well elaborated rules of International Humanitarian 
Law, many are the cases where the latter is simply 
ignored and disregarded by some States.

The role played by International Organisations and 
Agencies in this respect deserves special attention.

Humanitarian action taken by the Security Council 
for the protection of civilian populations and respect 
for human rights and human dignity has been an innovative 
element in implementing Humanitarian Law, Moreover, the 
Security Council has, in various recent resolutions, 
insisted upon the duty of States to respect 
International Humanitarian Law.

As far as the above activities of the Security 
Council are concerned, it has been rightly pointed out 
that humanitarian action taken by the United Nations , 
through its Security Council, and carried out by peace 
- keeping armed forces, should be strictly in line with 
recognized humanitarian standards and should not be 
motivated by political considerations.

The humanitarian task assumed by the ICRC according 
to its mandate is also one of the most important factors 
for the application and development of International 
Humanitarian Law. In this respect, the role of the ICRC 
in delivering and distributing humanitarian aid should 
be further enhanced and developed. There is an urgent 
need for the recognition of the right of unempeded 
access of the ICRC to the victims, of acting without any 
hindrance by the ''beneficiary'' State and of protecting 
the persons providing such help.
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In this connection, we would like to recall General 
Assembly Resolutions 43/131 and 45/100 which, not only 
provide for the modalities of the application of this 
right, but also refer to the creation of humanitarian 
corridors.

Furthermore, the important humanitarian
activities of the UNHCR should be underlined. The 
preventive role of this Agency in recent armed
conflicts in certain parts of the world is of great 
relevance here. The UNHCR continues to provide valuable 
protection to refugees fleeing oppression as a result of 
situations of conflicb/'stateless and internally
displaced persons. We support the ongoing efforts of the 
Executive Committee which aim at strengthening and 
further developing the relevant standards of protection.

Finally, we welcome the convening of this 
Conference and we attach great importance to the dialogue 
which will be carried out on questions of crucial 

for world peace and security. This dialogue, 
in our view, reaffirms International Humanitarian Law and 
its institutions and enriches international practice 
and experience in this field.


