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Thank you Mr. Chairman,

Mr. Chairman,

At the outset, allow me to congratulate you and the 
members of the bureau on your unanimous elections. My 
congratulations also go to the International Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, the International 
Committee of the Red Cross and the Government of Switzerland 
for the successful convening of the 26th International 
Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent.

Mr. Chairman,

The convening of the Conference at time when the world 
is witnessing growing disregard and violations of 
international humanitarian law and human rights provides a 
compelling reason to have a successful and unanimous 
outcome. The fact that the majority of these gruesome 
manifestations of genocide, rape, ethnic cleansing and other 
grave violations of humanitarian and human rights laws are 
being inflicted on innocent civilians during internal armed 
conflicts pose even greater challenge to the conference to 
clearly condemn such heinous crimes. The



Conference should also go beyond condemnation and 
pronouncements and take practical measures to stop these 
dangerous phenomena. In this regard, the resolutions 
adopted at the 1993 International Conference for the 
Protection of War Victims and the subsequent meeting of the 
Group of Governmental Experts should be reaffirmed by the 
Conference. We also believe that the efforts of the United 
Nations in establishing the Ad Hoc Tribunals on the 
former-Yugoslavia and Rwanda and the ongoing debate in the 
General Assembly towards the establishement of a Permanent 
Criminal Court are concrete contributions which will enhance 
respect for international humanitarian law.

However, the long-term solutions to current problems 
lies in strengthening mechanisms to prevention and peaceful 
resolutions of conflicts. To contribute in this endeavour 
the Organization of African Unity at its 29th Ordinary 
Session of the Assembly in June 1993 established a Mechanism 
for conflict prevention, management and resolution. Since 
its establishment the Mechanism has been considering 
different conflict situations in the continent. The 
Mechanism to be effective in contributing to the maintenance 
of international peace and security and respect for
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international humanitarian law requires the political and 
financial support of the international community.

This Conference also provides an appropriate forum to 
reassess the problems and the modalities of international 
response to crisis situations and to express solidarity with 
the victims and the providers of relief. In this regard, my 
delegation would like to reiterate the Ethiopian 
Government's strong commitment and support to the principles 
and practice of neutrality, impartiality and independence of 
the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement. We would also like 
to express our sincere gratitude to all the components of 
the Movement for the life saving activities they are 
undertaking both in Ethiopia and around the world.

Mr. Chairman,

The peoples and Government of Ethiopia attach special 
significance to the values and principles of international 
humanitarian law as we were victims of grave breachs of 
these principles and values during the seventeen years of 
the previous military dictatorship. During the 
period 1974-1991, the military junta indiscriminately 
bombarded civilian population centers, schools, hospitals 
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and committed gross and systematic violations of human 
rights. Since the overthrow of the tyranical regime, one of 
the major tasks undertaken during the transitional period 
was the trial of the former officials of the military regime 
accused of war crimes and crimes against humanity, in 
accordance with Ethiopian Penal Law and the UN convention on 
the prevention and punishment of the crime of genocide of 
the 1948. The preceedings which started on December 19, 
1994 have attracted wide international attention. We trust 
that the trial will make a significant contribution to the 
struggle against violations of humanitarian and human rights 
laws.

During the four year
the government carried
consolidated the hard won
the establishment of the
Ethiopia on the basis of a

transitional period of 1991-1994,
out various measures which 
peace and stability and enabled
Federal Democratic Republic of 

democratic and peaceful political
process. The measures also include a new economic policy 
and various national policies on social issues including 
population, education, health, women, disaster prevention 
and preparedness. The Government has also reinforced these 
measures by ratifying basic international human rights 
instruments and the Additional Protocols of 8 June 1977.
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Furthermore, the new Constitution of the Federal Democratic 
Republic of Ethiopia under article 13(2) provides that "The 
fundamental rights and liberties contained in this chapter 
shall be interpreted in conformity with the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, international human rights 
convenants, humanitarian conventions and with the principles 
of other relevant international instruments which Ethiopia 
has accepted or ratified".

Mr. Chairman,

In closing, I would like to reiterate the strong 
commitment of the Ethiopian Government to the full respect 
for international humanitarian law. I should also like to 
assure you of the Ethiopian Delegation's full cooperation to 
ensure the successful outcome of the Conference.

Thank you.
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