
Mr Chairman,

The Egyptian Red Crescent would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
organizers of this Conference, in particular the Swiss authorities' who made it 
possible for the Conference to take place. We followed with great interest and 
care the results of the International Conference for the Protection of War 
Victims and we take note of its final declaration adopted by consensus on Sept. 
1 1993. We also express our appreciation to the inter-governmental group of 
experts on the follow-up of the war victims Conference and welcome the 
measures prepared by them to improve respect for humanitarian law and the 
protection of war victims.
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The Egyptian Red Crescent, while facing real continued challenges during the 
last five consecutive years, whether in arranging for the reception of tens of 
thousands of Egyptians, displaced returnees as a result of the Second Gulf War, 
or engaging in disaster relief efforts on the occasions of both earthquakes in 
October 1992 and November this year, not to mention its role in assisting 
victims of severe floods in the Delta and Upper Egypt in 1993 and 1995.

Notwithstanding its constant preoccupation and engaging response in ensuring 
shelter, providing food or caring for the sick and wounded on a daily basis for 
months every time a disaster hits, it continued to look beyond its immediate 
concerns. It continued to share the concerns of others in distant and different 
lands, under difficult circumstances, perhaps more painful and more tragic. It 
looked to Rwanda, to Liberia, to Angola, to Bosnia-Herzegovina, to Chechnia 
and many other situations. Despite the bestiality and cruelty of crimes against 
humanity and despite the consistent and massive violations of Human Rights 
and the fundamental principles of humanitarian law, it did not despair or lose 
faith in human solidarity, in wisdom, in human integrity and human conscience. 
While all these abhorrent actions against mankind were broadly publicised, 
thanks to our modem times media, there were also persistent efforts 
endeavouring to put end to this camage.

Mr. Chairman, we went through all the recommendations both of the 
International Conference on War Victims and the group of intergovernmental 
experts and we endorse them. We are in agreement with the proposed draft 
resolution? Yet we would like to make the following observations:

First, our analysis of the various situations whereby massive violations of 
International Humanitarian law were committed and measures suggested to deal 
with them, shows a discrepancy between the gravity of the crimes committed
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and actions contemplated. With all humility, (about) the Swiss suggestion to 
convene periodic meetings to examine problems of implementation of IHL, 
tending to maintain and strengthen the dialogue between States on General. I 
emphasize General problems of implementation, although we -endorse-this 
proposaLentirely, we are concerned that this exercise might be construed to be 
an alternative to other efforts pursued or to be pursued, with a view to adopt 
legally binding instruments ensuring strict observance of IHL principles. 
However, if the purpose of the dialogue referred to as a possible modality could 
end up by drafting concrete measures to be formulated later in a kindly 
character, then the proposal is indeed welcome and highly appreciated. (

My second observation is an attempt to draw a comparative analysis between 
the two processes involved in the development of both International Human 
Rights law and International Humanitarian Law. We all recall that the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights was adopted in 1948. Eighteen years later two 
major international Covenants were adopted. Both became operative in 1977. I 
am referring to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, both are 
ratified by over 150 States each. Both have strong and effective machinery to 
monitor their implementation. I can refer to other procedures adopted to 
monitor various UN conventions on Human Rights on in this case other 
regional inst? does not allow me to go into detail. My quest is: Are we still far 
from transforming fundamental principles of IHL into legally binding 
instruments with monitoring mechanisms.

How come that the International Community succeeded in eliminating the use 
or manufacture of certain weapons, be it of mass destruction character 
conventional type. Yet has not mastered the will and determination to ban other 
types of more dangerous, more inhumane, more indiscriminate arms like the 
anti-personnel landmines. We appeal to all governments present here to speed 
the process for imposing a total embargo on those weapons.

My fourth observation, in brief, is since major actors in armed conflicts are less 
and less the regular armed forces and more and more different categories of 
citizen, we feel that dissemination of IHL should cover larger sectors of civilian 
population.

My fifth observation is that the Movement of the Red Cross and Red Crescent 
should join efforts with UN bodies in establishing the ??? 
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Finally, Mr Chairman, since disaster relief work became more complex and 
demanding, perhaps the Movement can find it possible to< intensify its 
cooperation with other agents providing that it should mentionns independence 
and impartiality.


