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In the world of to-day, with its modern technology and its terrifying weapons of 

war, it takes only a few hours for thousands of people to become homeless, to disappear, 

to suffer death, untold hardship and loss of human dignity. Unfortunately, neither the 

evolution of society nor the development of International Humanitarian Law, with its 

admirable achievements in the sphere of alleviation of suffering, have succeeded in 

preventing these scourges. Every new conflict brings with it more massive and more 

intense misery than the one before, more odious policies and objectives, such as the 

abhorrent "ethnic cleansing".

Reality therefore dictates that, until such time as the world can be rid of conflicts, 

practical preventive measures should be devised to stop violations of humanitarian law 

before they occur. Once they do, it is almost impossible to redress the damage. Since 

these violations are nearly always foreseeable, the international community should 

establish a mechanism, capable of being activated without delay, to take forceful action 

in cases where violations are anticipated. Parallel to this, states and individuals infringing 

International Humanitarian Law should be made liable to rigorous sanctions. Whilst we 

welcome the measures envisaged in the Final Declaration and the Recommendations, 

under Item 2 of the Agenda, we express the hope that the international community will 

develop meaUs- of strengthening these measures to make them more effective.



In the long run, perhaps the best remedy is the inculcation into the conscience of 

the young in every country, of respect for International Humanitarian Law so that it 

becomes part of their makeup. Only then can we venture the hope that inhuman means 

of warfare will not be adopted. The fact that it is a long and slow process and may even 

be considered too idealistic should not be a deterrent. In this context, we are happy to 

see the recommendations under Items2 and 4 for dissemination and implementation of 

International Humanitarian Law, as well asc the reference in Item 3 of the pressing 

obligation to fight the root causes of conflicts and to find solutions to them. The emphasis 

given,also in Item 3, to the protection of civilian populations, and especially of women 

and children, who are the most vulnerable victims, is crucial. The underlinearing of the 

protection offered by international instruments relating to human rights is important.

Cyprus, whixfe. of International Humanitarial

Law, is particularly sensitive to the need to enhance the universal character of

International Humanitarian Law, as recommended in paragraph 4 of the Final

Declaration. I am happy to see that my country has acceded to all the Instruments 

mentioned.

Generally, we support the Draft Resolutions under all the Items of the Agenda. We 

consider them a meaningful step forward in the attainment of the desired goals: peace 

and humanity.
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