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Mr. Chairman,

At the outset allow me to express my sincerest gratitude to the Swiss Government 
for convening the 26th International Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent. Our 
congratulations go to you, Mr. Chairman, on your election and on the election of the 
whole Bureau. My delegation is confident that under your chairmanship this Conference 
will come to a successful conclusion by making important decisions that will shape our 
future actions.

Mr. Chairman,

Despite a number of recent positive developments, humanitarian problems still 
exist in many regions of the world. Armed const i:’- are still waged on a scale that 
threatens the world security and challenges the \ es of our civilization. Disrespect for 
international humanitarian law has assumed allar ig proportions which include genocide 
and ethnic cleansing in the very heart of Europe, when we all believed that these crimes 
were burried with its shameful past. This, 26th International Conference of the Red Cross 
and the Red Crescent, provides the unique opportunity to discuss modalities for enhancing 
our efforts for the compliance with and implementation of international humanitarian law, 
while benefiting from the experiences of all countries, particularly those afflicted by war 
and other disasters.

The Government of the Republic of Croatia strongly condemns all violations of 
international humanitarian law, and in particular acts of genocide, mass murder, arbitrary 
detention and execution, rape, torture and practice of ethnic cleansing, as the gravest 
breaches of humanitarian law. Moreover, we strongly condemn all crimes against the 
civilian population, which during the war against our country and in other recent conflicts 
have been used not just as the instrument of terror, but also a a weapon for obtaining 
military and nationalistic aims. The experience from the war against our country has 
shown that the international community should explore all the possibilities of adopting new 
procedures in order to achieve full implementation of international humanitarian law.

In this regard, if there is a single problem that deserves particular attention, I 
would without any hesitation point out the importance of achieving full compliance in 
respecting international humanitarian law with reference to tracing missing persons. Even
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now, with the fourth year passed since the disappearance of the majority of over 2.800 
people who are considered as missing in Croatia, their fate is still unknown to their family 
members. Despite numerous attempts of my Government with the help of the international 
community and with the ICRC involvement, no major progress was gained. From this 
Conference on behalf of the grieved families we appeal to the authorities of the Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro) to be more cooperative and to release 
data which would bring confort, to those who are morally and legally entitled to know the 
truth, however painful it may be.

We consider that the role of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement is most important in achieving the compliance with the rules of international 
humanitarian law in armed conflicts, as well as in enhancing respect for humanitarian 
values and human dignity all over the world. We particularly welcome the initiative to 
invite the ICRC, the Nat nal Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and their 
International Federation to intensify their efforts to disseminate those rules.

As already mentioned, on the basis of the tragic experiences in the course of the 
aggression against Croatia and Bosnia and Hercegovina, we have come to the conclusion 
that the scope of international humanitarian law as stated in the Geneva Conventions and 
the Additional Protocols should be broadened and fortified, particularly in respect of the 
protection of medical facilities, patients and medical personnel. The most frightening and 
notorious argument for such a claim is the savage attact of the so-called JNA on the 
Vukovar Hospital in Croatia, when all the humanitarian normes were violated in the most 
brutal way. A similar case is the Srebrenica massacre. Some of the gravest violations of 
international humanitarian law against civilian population of Croatia and Bosnia and 
Hercegovina were directly, and sometimes exclusively, witnessed by the ICRC delegates. 
This justifiably presents the moral challenge to this Organization in revealing attrocities, 
the challenge which is perhaps the greatest mark of this decade.

Mr. Chairman,

Free access for humanitarian organizations to all areas, and the freedom of 
undertaking impartial humanitarian relief actions is essential in accomplishing full 
protection of the civilian population in the time of armed conflicts. This is particularly 
important in a situation when a part of a country is under occupation and when the 
protection of civilian population mostly depends on the efficiency of organizations present 
in the area. These humanitarian actions are also extremely important in situations where 
the international community is formally responsible for administering an area.

The Government of Croatia, which generously accomodated and still cares for 
more than 400.000 refugees and displaced persons, is of the opinion that even more 
important than providing humanitarian assistance to these persons is to avoid the causes of 
their movements. Appropriate measures have to be taken by competent international 
bodies in order to observe human rights, respect of fundamental principles of international 
law, such as sovereignty and territorial integrity of states and peaceful settlement of 
international disputes.

Mr. Chairman,

As many other countries affected by an armed conflict, Croatia is facing an 
enormous danger for its civilian population in the post-war period - the danger of the 
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effects of anti-personal landmines. Over 2 million anti-personal mines are scattered over 
the formerly occupied areas of Croatia. Indeed, the international community should engage 
all its efforts in helping to resolve this most serious problem.

Being conscious that the number of people in need of international humanitarian 
assistance has dramatically increased over the past decade, Croatia would welcome all 
initiatives that would result in improving the knowledge of and the effective responding to 
disasters, obtained through involvement of science and research, thus creating 
prerequisites for a better life in dignity and security for the generations to come.

Mr. Chairman,

We are strongly convinced that all future actions of the International Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Movement will have a considerable impact in enhancing respect for 
humanitarian values and human dignity and in alleviating the sufferings of the civilian 
population in disasters. The degree of our comittr and the quality of the decision 
of this Conference should ensure that this Move ,t bring relief to those in need 
and should dispel fears of our inefficiency in dealing with human tragedies- at the 
threshold of this millenium.
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