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Mr. Chairman,

The 10 years that have intervened since the last International Conference of the Red Cross 
and Red Crescent have only served to emphasize the importance of the application and 
enforcement of humanitarian law as the fundamental normative basis for the protection of the 
victims of armed conflict of all kinds. My Government regrets the fact that the movement 
missed the opportunity in 1991 to reaffirm its support for humanitarian law on behalf not 
only of governments but also of the millions of people throughout the world who support and 
benefit from the work of the Red Cross. This Conference therefore gives us the occasion to 
make up for that lost opportunity. We must redouble our efforts on this occasion to 
strengthen and broaden the humanitarian law regime and to ensure the dissemination of its 
provisions as widely as possible. What makes this challenge even more pressing are the 
many examples of flagrant violations of humanitarian law that have occurred over recent 
years and which continue to occur in various parts of the world with depressing regularity. 
Many parties to contemporary conflicts have pledged themselves to apply humanitarian 
standards but their actions in the field are profoundly inhumane and their treatment of the 
victims of armed conflict is profoundly cruel. We find this hypocrisy alarming.

One does not have to search hard for examples of serious violations of even the basic 
standards of human decency and legality. The most obvious and the closest geographically 
to us is the conflict in the former Yugoslavia. This particular example reminds us that many 
of these conflicts are not wars of a traditional international character. The conflicts in 
Bosnia and Rwanda (two of the worst in terms of humanitarian violations) could technically 
be characterized as either international or internal. But the formalistic distinction does not, 
in my delegation’s view, in any way lessen the crucial necessity that all parties to a conflict 
be held to respect the basic standards of humanitarian law. These standards in fact now 
comprise part of established customary international law, universally applicable, regardless of 
the technical, legal characterization of a conflict. My delegation believes that the distinction 
between internal and international conflicts in the modem world has become more or less 
academic and we were pleased to see that the Red Cross has not made this distinction in the 
draft resolutions prepared for the consideration of this Conference.

Another characteristic of contemporary conflicts is that they frequently involve peace-keeping 
actions undertaken by the United Nations. Once again, the traditional terminology does not 
exactly fit contemporary reality because peace often seems to be the furthest thing from the 
minds of the parties in conflict. U.N. peacekeeping operations are a vital part of multilateral 
conflict resolution in a way that goes beyond the humanitarian objectives of the Conventions. 
At the same time, the U.N. is itself carrying out humanitarian work, not least in peace
keeping situations where it is protecting the humanitarian operations of other agencies. The 
application of humanitarian law in peace-keeping situations is extremely important for my 
government. We note for example that in the recently-negotiated peace plan for Bosnia, one 
of the tasks of the Implementation Force is to assist "other international organizations in their 
humanitarian missions". The effective implementation of this provision will require close 
cooperation between the U.N., the Red Cross and other agencies. My delegation would like 
to see the importance of this issue reflected more clearly in the draft resolution and endorsed 
by this Conference.
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A related matter is respect for and enforcement of international human rights standards in 
situations in which humanitarian law does not always apply in the technical sense. The 
importance of the respect for human rights standards by peace-keeping forces cannot be 
overstated. While there is a reference to human rights considerations in the draft resolution, 
it is not strong enough, in the opinion of my delegation. We also believe that the application 
of human rights standards should be included as a specific subject in the training courses and 
manuals of the members of peace keeping forces. These are issues which could usefully be 
considered in the periodic meetings called for in one of the recommendations of the group of 
experts. My delegation wholeheartedly endorses this proposal, along with all the other 
recommendations of the experts.

You will have noticed, Mr. Chairman, that I have already expressed my delegation’s support 
for some of the provisions in the draft resolution on humanitarian law. There are a few 
other aspects of the draft on which I would like to comment briefly.

First, there should be a clear and unequivocal reference to support for the efforts at the 
United Nations to conclude a statute establishing a Permanent International Criminal Court. 
Similarly we would like to see a call for cooperation on the part of all states to assist the 
work of the Ad Hoc Tribunals established by the Security Council in relation to the Former 
Yugoslavia and Rwanda. My delegation would find it strange, to say the least, if the first 
major international conference in ten years to deal with broad issues of humanitarian law, 
passed over in silence the work of bodies whose very mission involves the application and 
enforcement of the basic standards of that law.

Second, with respect to the section on the protection of women in armed conflict, my 
delegation would prefer that the wording of the draft resolution reflect more faithfully the 
declaration of the Beijing Conference. In particular we would wish to see the reference to 
genocide included as a possible consequence of systematic rape in these situations.

Third, with regard to the section of the draft resolution on anti-personnel landmines, my 
delegation was disappointed in the outcome of the first session of the Vienna Review 
Conference on the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons. Nevertheless, we believe 
there is tremendous potential to achieve meaningful progress on this issue. We view the 
agreement to reconvene in January and again in April, 1996, as giving us two more 
opportunities to work together to ensure that we strengthen the Convention, our only global 
instrument to deal with this ongoing tragedy.

Canada remains committed to the ultimate elimination of anti-personnel landmines. We do 
not produce or export landmines, and we have not used them operationally since the Korean 
War. In recent public statements, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, André Ouellet, reiterated 
this position and made it clear that the export of anti-personnel landmines from Canada 
would not be permitted. In this regard, Canada was pleased to co-sponsor a resolution at the
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recent First Committee session of the United Nations General Assembly calling on all states 
to institute export moratoria on anti-personnel landmines.

In closing, Mr. Chairman, let me reiterate Canada’s deep and abiding commitment to the 
principles and work of the Red Cross Movement in particular in its efforts to uphold 
humanitarian law. In this regard we have begun the process of establishing in cooperation 
with our national society a national committee on the promotion and dissemination of 
Humanitarian Law. We remain committed in our support.


