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1. Mr. Chairman. Distinguished Delegates to the XXVIth International Conference 
of Red Cross and Red Crescent. My name is Janet Davidson and I am the 
President of The Canadian Red Cross Society.

2. The singular goal of this Conference is to strengthen the Movement’s 
independent and neutral position within the international community. To provide 
assistance and protection to victims of disaster and war, member states must do 
their part, by respecting and maintaining the integrity of our mandate.

3. In Canada, our Government understands and respects our role and shares the 
humanitarian ideals of the Red Cross/Red Crescent Movement. We wish to 
acknowledge support from the Canadian International Development Agency 
(CIDA), the Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade, and the 
Department of National Defence.

4. We recognize that this Conference is not just an event of four days in duration, 
but rather a catalytic event in an ongoing process. This process began long 
before the conference, as we began to identify humanitarian issues of common 
concern to both governments and the Red Cross and Red Crescent. Through 
increasing dialogue, we have sought to find creative solutions to these issues. 
Preparing for this conference, we have had many opportunities to educate our 
volunteers and staff, to consult and share information with other non
governmental organizations and to tell the public about the Movement and the 
challenges we face.

5. During these four days, we exchange views and aim to build, through 
consensus, a humanitarian platform for the next century.

6. But perhaps the most important phase in this process begins when we return to 
our various countries and begin to solidify the relationships we have established 
and act upon our commitments.

7. I submit to you that to achieve the goal of strengthening our independent and 
neutral position, we need to act in three complementary and mutually reinforcing 
areas.



8. Firstly, all of us should aim to more fully understand the uniqueness of the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent. We are guided by the world’s most widely recognized 
and respected set of Fundamental Principles. As a humanitarian Movement, we, 
national voluntary organizations, the ICRC, the International Federation and 
governments, are linked in different ways through the Geneva Conventions and 
their Additional Protocols. This Movement spans the globe reaching into almost 
every corner of the world.

9. Secondly, given the increasing complexity of current political, social and 
economic conditions, we need to build upon the uniqueness of the Movement. 
To accomplish this, we should strive to strengthen National Society capacities to 
disseminate International Humanitarian Law to our volunteers, staff and targeted 
audiences.

10. The Canadian Red Cross is committed to the establishment of a National IHL 
Advisory Committee, actively participating and supporting our government in 
implementing and disseminating IHL, through education and training 
programmes. We would encourage other Societies to do the same and to 
strengthen our national infrastructures in order to promote Red Cross and Red 
Crescent humanitarian values and principles.

11. And thirdly, we must seek out ways to use the uniqueness of our Movement to 
better the cause of humanity in the long term. This calls upon us to negotiate 
and more actively advocate for those unable to speak for themselves, to address 
the root causes of tension, and to begin to define a Red Cross/Red Crescent 
role in ‘conflict’ prevention.

12. The Canadian Red Cross welcomes, full-heartedly supports and will actively 
apply all resolutions resulting from this International Conference giving particular 
priority to those which demonstrate the Movement’s uniqueness and advance 
our position within the international community.

13. We applaud, for instance, the recommendation of the Intergovernmental Group 
of Experts which calls upon the ICRC with the assistance of National Societies, 
the International Federation and academic institutions, to strengthen advisory 
services to States in their efforts to implement and disseminate IHL.

14. We welcome an exchange of information on IHL on a regional and global basis; 
we will collaborate with institutions like the Canadian Lester B. Pearson 
Peacekeeping Centre in the training of civilian administrators, armed forces and 
members of international peacekeeping missions; and we will work to develop 
teaching and public education materials to increase the civilian population’s 
awareness of IHL thereby contributing to a culture based on respect for the 
individual in all circumstances.



15. We will continue to speak out on matters of humanitarian concern and have 
launched a public landmine awareness campaign to this end.

16. And lastly, mindful of the obligations to repress violations of international 
humanitarian law, we join our government and others who call for a Permanent 
International Criminal Court and efforts to bring to justice those responsible for 
sexual violence, the recruitment of children in armed groups or forces, and 
methods of warfare designed to render useless or destroy objects indispensable 
to the survival of civilian populations.

17. The world needs us, Mr. Chairman. The innocent victims of war cry out to us for 
help. It is our firm conviction that in strengthening our independence and 
neutrality within the international community , the components of the 
International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement will hear their voices and 
will come to their aid.
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