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STATEMENT

of the Head of State Delegation of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
H.E. Mr. Mustafa Bijedic, ambassador, permanent representative

Mr, Chairman,
Distinguished delegates,

This is difficult time. Some say we are on the verge of chaos. Rwanda, Chechnya, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, many other potential and/or hot and troubled areas are 
proofs of horrible man-made catastrophes. Genocides, destructions, urbicides, 
culturcides, ecocides are prevailing without real and effective counter actions.
If, according to former US senator Biden , "Trojan horse strategy" ( mutinizing Serbs 
minority inside Bosna and aggressing Bosnia from Serbia) is applied, almost all former 
USSR republics, now states, will be burning. Even some central European countries 
could enter into similar nightmares (Slovakia, Romania, Albania, Macedonia etc.).

Reactions to these challenges are timid, partial, hesitant, incomplete, because of the 
lack of consistency and respect of already existing principles and norms. Charter of the 
UN, Declaration on Human Rights, Geneva Conventions looks like as if they don't 
exist. They are very often quoted, but not respected.

Policies of the key countries, particularly those of the UN Security Council, were more 
or less: wait and see and react to establish low intensity of the war, apply humanitarian 
answer to the aggression, send futile peace missions in the war, loosing lives of 
innocent soldiers, permitting their humiliation and only partially protecting civilians.

Lack of vision, weak leaderships, daily policies, prejudices, manipulation of masses, 
incompetences are coinciding and in this context the role of the ICRC or the Red 
Crescent, UNHCR and other humanitarian organizations is put at stake, working for 
innocent, but not being able to fulfill their mission satisfactorily, very often 
compromising on the key principles - neutrality, impartiality, humanism, protection of 
victims of war and others; also, often being prevented for longer time to protect 
victims of aggression and genocide (cases of safe havens, Bihac etc.); the worst 
situation is when these organizations are forced to partly side with the stronger 
(aggressor's) side in order to get the way to victims, thus further compromising the 
key principles.

After three and a half years of horror in Bosnia and Herzegovina, we are asking 
ourselves many questions:

• How can one accept the fact that ICRC and UNHCR, knowing for death 
(concentration) camps, or numerous prisons, tens of thousands of detainees in 



hands of aggressor and not discovering them timely. Some journalists, however, 
were more human and more courageous to do that.

• How can one accept the fact that operators of ICRC can be so naive, registering 
children, women and elders - detainees of Serbs terrorists - and permitting them to 
be exchanged for war prisoners?

• How can one accept delaying for months establishment of the ICRC office in the 
capital of our state in the worst period of strangulation of Sarajevo, because of one 
accident (loss of life of the Red Cross man), asking impossible from the legal 
government (at that time not in a position to control individual defenders of 
Sarajevo).

• How can one accept so quick and so effective engagement of the ICRC operators 
helping civilians on the aggressors side, while coming relatively late to help 
civilians of the victim, of the legal government side? etc, etc.

There is finally, a question to be asked: whether so big sacrifices of the principles of 
the Geneva Conventions had to be done and why? Are these sacrifices justified?

Part of the answer is in the politico-military context created by the actual world 
politicians. But, one should not relieve the responsibility of the people in the ICRC, 
UNHCR and other humanitarian organizations who were accepting these humiliations 
and neglect of respect of the international humanitarian law by the aggressors, Serb 
terrorists and fascists. The voice of the leaders of the ICRC, UNHCR should have 
been much more strongly raised. Politicians should be forced to use the available 
instruments to stop timely aggression and genocide and reduce suffering of so many 
civilians, including Bosnian Serb civilians (more than 25% of Bosniac-Muslims killed, 
wounded or missing, not to mention death camps, raping, exhausting strategy etc.).

Mr. Chairman,

Let me now turn to some of the concrete problems we are faced with and comment on 
our expectations.
Actually, after the nightmare of so called UN Protected Zone of Srebrenica, we have 
8.000 more missing. Altogether we have registered 27.000 missing persons (95% 
Bosniacs - Muslims). Many of you know the destiny of 3000 -6000 of them 
(massacred, even buried alive, killed; many girls raped and killed). Just to mention one 
of the most important problems.

What we expect from this Conference, from the international community and, 
particularly from the ICRC is the following:

1. More consistent and full application of the principles and norms of the 
international humanitarian law in all respects;

2. Priority engagement of the ICRC in detecting and protecting missing persons, 
particularly those of Srebrenica, not excluding dead persons, at least to relieve 
their families of the uncertainty;

3. Providing the assistance - resources, modem equipment and training - to the 
legal authorities in order to proceed the identification of those killed, particularly 
in mass graves; this is urgent since we have detected numerous mass graves of 
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Bosniac-Muslims and Bosniac-Croats, particularly in recently liberated areas in 
the Western Bosnia. This is important both politically and psychologically for 
many families, since the uncertainty will create high tension in case of not doing 
that soon;

4. In the light of the Dayton Peace Agreement it's the priority for the ICRC to 
urgently undertake actions to detect, register all camps and prisons of detainees, 
particularly those of Srebrenica, Zepa, Podrinje (area near Drina river), Banja 
Luka and those long ago established in Serbia, in order to assist in releasing all of 
persons. So far ICRC, registered a symbolic number of these persons. Therefore, 
we expect full engagement of the ICRC and others.

Having said the friendly critics of the work of the ICRC and other humanitarian 
organizations, we are not in any way undermining all positive contributions, 
particularly of the ICRC.

ICRC was and still is one of the most effective organization on the ground in all 
respects, in doing its utmost along the line of its mandate in the very difficult 
circumstances created by the actual policy of hesitant and inconsistent world 
politicians.

But, we must once again underline the point that ICRC, particularly at the beginning of 
the aggression and genocide, has not succeeded to do enough in protecting war 
prisoners and other protected groups. Willing or not some of actions of the ICRC 
operators contributed to ethnic cleansing and emptying the prisons of governmental 
forces of war criminals to be exchanged for detainees (in one case even a lady of 100 
years has been exchanged).

Fortunately, the ICRC operators have learned certain lessons and since recently they 
have been preventing Serbs terrorists to use ICRC for their dirty policy.

Mr. Chairman

What we are in fact expecting from this Conference and, particularly, from the ICRC is 
to establish and to practice the offensive strategy in fulfilling its mandate, particularly 
the obligations deriving from the Peace Agreement of Dayton, i.e. in implementing the 
relevant part of it.

Mr. Chairman,
Distinguished delegates,

Nobody knows who will be the next victim of the arrogant post-communist, nazi- 
bolshevik regimes. Chances to have one or more "Bosnias" in Europe are not small.

In addition, nobody knows whether professor Hattington's philosophy of confrontation 
of civilizations will prevail. If it gains the ground, we all can easily forget even the 
existence of all Geneva and other conventions, protocols or declarations.

A year ago we were horrified listening former Secretary General of NATO, Mr. Willy 
Claes stating: after communism we are confronted with islamism.
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How much the notion, the message of Mr. Claes was present in the case of Bosnia, we 
don't know yet. The historians will prove whether the antimuslim sentiments were 
working in Bosnia. By Serbs yes, definitely. But by others, we don't know yet.

For the moment we have pieces of the proof in the Diary of the French corporal in 
Bihac Frenchbat saying: we were advised to see the Serbs army as a regular one, 
respecting all humanitarian laws and Bosniac army as a tribal one, inspired by 
fundamentalism.

We also registered many actions, particularly of British origin, using massively 
intelligence even training the extremists of one side, or mutinizing local Muslim leaders 
against the Central government etc. etc.

We also know how local staff of some of humanitarian organizations has been used for 
aggressor's interests.

We will continue studing all aspects of the dirtiest war in Europe since the Second 
world war.

However, Mr. Chairman, we are optimist that the good will win the evil, that the 
democracy will be the final winner and that all peoples of Bosnia and Herzegovina will 
prove the possibility of common life in tolerance.

We are also confident that the principles of the Red Cross and Red Crescent will win, 
that this principles will be more strictly applied and more respected by all, and better 
implemented by those directly involved for the benefit of innocent people.

In that spirit we wish us all full success of this Conference.
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