
Mr. Chairman

I am pleased to have this opportunity to address the First Commission 
on the subject of war victims and respect for international humanitarian 
law. This is an important matter which my Government is following 
closely.

Let me first start with expressing our sincere congratulations to the 
President of the Intergovernmental Group of Experts for the Protection of 
War Victims for his comprehensive report of high quality which provides 
us with a promising outlook with regard to many important tasks the 
international community has still to fulfill in the field of international 
humanitarian law.

For the Republic of Belarus which is a party to major international 
instruments in the field of humanitarian law, it is very important that this 
International Conference endorse the recommendations elaborated by the 
Group of Experts aiming at translating the 1993 Final Declaration into 
concrete measures. Among these recommendations we would particularly 
single out the one concerning the preparation of the report on customary 
rules of international humanitarian law applicable in international and 
particularly non-international armed conflicts. The Belarusian delegation 
attaches highest importance to this issue given the numerous conflicts of 
this nature going on or threatening to break out on the territory of the 
former USSR and in other regions of the world.

In this regard it is quite understandable that the protection of the 
civilian population in periods of armed conflict forms a separate item of 
our agenda. Here it is often not a lack of rules and humanitarian 
standards that blocks the effective protection of the civilian population 
but a lack of the political will of those who are parties to the conflicts to 
implement them. In our opinion, the discussion at the present Conference 
of the situation of women, children, dispersed families, and civilian 
population stricken by famine, deprived of access to water and subjected 
to the scourge of anti-personnel landmines or other indiscriminative 
weapons should promote the compliance with the existing humanitarian 
standards as well as drafting of the new ones.

In order to create incentives for the fulfillment of the rules of 
international humanitarian law by all the parties to the conflict an 



international mechanism should be set up. The International Fact-Finding 
Commission established under Article 90 of Protocol 1 should be regarded 
as the first step towards the creation of such a mechanism. It should be 
followed by the establishment of a permanent international criminal court 
under the auspices of the United Nations. The rule of international 
humanitarian law enforced by the international court would make it much 
more efficient and concrete.

My Government welcomes the plans of the International Committee 
of the Red Cross with the assistance of National Societies and other 
relevant bodies to strengthen its capacity in providing advisory services 
to States in their effort to implement and disseminate international 
humanitarian law. Moreover, Belarus as one of the States which 
participated in the Geneva Conference of August 1949 and State where 
international humanitarian law is implemented on the national level 
would be highly interested in holding a seminar in Belarus in cooperation 
with the International Committee of the Red Cross on these matters, in 
using the ICRC model manual on the law of armed conflicts for armed 
forces as well as specific programs and teaching materials to familiarize 
students with the principles of international humanitarian law.

Finally I wish to express our hope that the results of this Conference 
will contribute to the achievement of the noble goals of international 
humanitarian law.


