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Mr. Chairman,

Allow me to join previous speakers in congratulating you on your 
election as the Chairman of this Commission. Our congratulations also go to 
the other members of the Bureau. The International Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies, the International Committee of the Red Cross 
and the Swiss authorities deserve our appreciation for the preparatory work 
relating to this Conference.

Nine years have elapsed since the last International Conference took 
place, and this period has witnessed unprecedented human sufferings caused 
not by natural disaster alone, but also by strife and intolerance. This continues 
notably in the heart of Europe and in the Great Lake Region in Africa. The 
timing of this Conference is, therefore, appropriate in the face of humanitarian 
crises of such proportions. We are confident that this Conference, through 
interaction of all international actors including governments, would succeed in 
addressing the humanitarian imperatives of today. The expectations from this 
Conference are, therefore, very high.

Mr. Chairman,

The world has never witnessed forms of genocide, ethnic cleansing and 
violence against civilian populations including women and children as 
happened in the former territories of Yugoslavia, Rwanda, Somalia and 
Afghanistan, to name a few. The protective arm of international humanitarian 
law has unfortunately not always been there for the weak. There have even 
been efforts to politicise humanitarian protection. In this context, we would like 
to reiterate the position we had stated in the International Conference for 
Protection of War Victims in 1993 that there was need for a clear commitment 
of the major actors towards non-selective application of international 
humanitarian law, including bringing those responsible for crimes against 
humanity to justice, creation of greater awareness of the international 
humanitarian law and fullest respect for the UN Charter.



Mr. Chairman,

Bangladesh commends the work done by the Intergovernmental Group 
of Experts and the Swiss authorities for this Conference and hopes that this 
would be of help in the application of international humanitarian law in the 
coming years. We appreciate the proposal for the establishment of advisory 
services which, we think, would be of help to the National Societies and 
Governments. Additional recommendations or Instruments will not improve the 
situation unless there is political commitment from all concerned to an 
effective implementation of the humanitarian laws. Major actors of today as 
well as ICRC should make serious efforts to devise practical ways to save 
innocent victims of armed conflicts around the world.

From the humanitarian point of view, the major tasks in the 
implementation of the recently concluded peace accord in the territories of 
former Yugoslavia will be to bring war criminals to answer for their crimes, and 
to ensure the safe return of civilian population and reintegration of the families. 
In this context, strict observance of international humanitarian laws would 
auger well for the future.

Before concluding Mr. Chairman, my delegation would like to express 
its support for effective implementation of the outcome of this Conference and 
look forward to working together with the Federation and the Committee in the 
years ahead.

I thank you, Mr. Chairman.


