
£
AUSTRIA

26th International Conference of the 
Red Cross and Red Crescent 

Commission I

Mr. Chairman,

In my statement I will adress items 2 and 3 of the agenda.

Since the end of the cold war we have been facing new hopes 
and opportunities, but also new challenges and deceptions. The 
escalation of armed conflicts, the spread of violence and the 
massive and continuing violations of international humanitarian 
law are causing immense suffering to the civilian population 
and in particular to women and children. The practice of 
"ethnic cleansing" and systematic rape on the territory of the 
former Yugoslavia and the acts of genocide in Rwanda are 
appalling examples for this conscious disregard of the most 
fundamental principles of international humanitarian law.

In these circumstances the holding of an International Red 
Cross and Crescent Conference had become overdue and we express 
our satisfaction that it can indeed take place. We appreciate 
the preparatory process instituted by the organizers which gave 
interested Governments, including my own, ample opportunity for 
an active involvement. We are grateful to the Swiss and the 
Cantonal authorities for hosting once again this important 
event.

We also express our gratitude to the Swiss Government for 
having convened the International Conference for the Protection 
of War Victims from 30 August to 1 September 1993 and a meeting 
of governmental experts in January 1995, which resulted in 
important recommendations to be endorsed by this Conference and 
to be implemented by all Contracting Parties as well as by the 
Red Cross Movement.

While these meetings could, at least to a certain extent, 
identify gaps in the application of international humanitarian
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law they fell short of comprehensive remedial measures. 
Increasing disrespect, and gross violations of international 
humanitarian law over the last years would, in the view of my 
delegation, call for the following more decisive measures:

1. an improved reporting and monitoring system regarding the 
national implementation of international humanitarian law;

2. the creation of a mechanism for the strengthening of 
international measures to redress situations found 
unsatisfactory;

3. the reaffirmation of the obligation of all Contracting 
Parties to repress violations of international humanitarian 
law.

It would als seem appropriate to promote the recognition of 
the competence of the Fact-Finding Commission established under 
Article 90 of Additional Protocol I to the 1949 Geneva 
Conventions. It is our hope that it will become operational.

At this juncture Austria does not consider it necessary to 
codify new rules. In our view, it is however paramount to 
ensure the application of existing ones. We are therefore in 
full agreement with the recommendation that periodical meetings 
be organized by the depositary for the consideration of general 
problems regarding the application of international 
humanitarian law.

In this connection the responsibility of individuals as 
regards grave breaches of international humanitarian law must 
be recalled.

Austria follows with utmost interest the ongoing work on 
the establishment of an International Criminal Court which 
should be speedily concluded. Such an institution if 
universally accepted, would ensure that crimes perpetrated by 
individuals against the core provisions of international 
humanitarian law would not go unpunished even in cases in which 
national measures of repression are not adequate.
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Mr. Chairman,

Let me briefly report on some measures taken by Austria at 
the national level. In the process of preparing for this 
Conference we revitalised interministerial consultations 
together with the National Society which we intend to 
intensify. Furthermore the Austrian Ministry of Defence has 
considerably stepped up its training activities in 
international humanitarian law, including those for members 
engaged in international peace keeping operations.

Mr. Chairman,

As regards the draft resolutions before this Commission we 
would have hoped to find a stronger language in the operative 
paragraphs of some of them. We believe however, that even as 
they stand they provide sufficient a basis to give hope to the 
victims of conflicts.

Unfortunately this hope was recently dimmed by the failure 
of the international community to agree on a comprehensive ban 
of anti-personnel landmines. At the same time the same Review 
Conference was able to adopt a new fourth Protocol on blinding 
laser weapons.

Let me express our trust that a similar tangible impact may 
emanate from our Conference for the enhanced universal respect 
for the international humanitarian law and particularly for the 
countinuing efforts to outlaw all weapons deemed to be 
excessively injurious or to have indiscriminate effects.


