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THE DANISH RED CROSS’S LOCAL BRANCHES

In Denmark the Danish Red Cross has 240 local branches with about 

70,000 members, some 20% of whom are involved in voluntary work 

at local level. The volunteers are responsible for organizing various 
membership campaigns and lotteries, and they raise money for the 

Danish Red Cross’s national and international work.

The local branches’ many activities include organizing courses for the 
public in first-aid, nursing and public health. Social activities such as visiting the elderly, 

disabled people and prisoners are given high and in fact increasing priority, which is due to the

fact that in developed countries many people feel lonely and isolated.

Some volunteers produce hand-made children’s clothing, which is 

distributed to families in the least developed countries. The local 

branches also collect used clothes, some of which 

are sent to selected countries and eventually sold 

by the local Red Cross societies. The rest is sold in 
Denmark through the 90 second-hand shops that

now exist all over the country. The profits are often spent on inter

national aid, for example on Partnership Projects (see separate chapter).

THE D AN I S H RED C R O S S Y O U T H 

In 1923, the Danish Red Cross Youth was founded as an integral part of the parent 
organization, but it was not until 1988 that it became an independent youth organization, 

though still governed by the regulations of the Danish Red Cross. Nationally, the young 

volunteers help elderly and disabled people and other vulnerable groups, arrange summer 

camps for children, and have recently set up a hot-line to help young people with their 

problems. Internationally, they promote friendship and understanding between children and 

young people by arranging international exchange programmes.



THE DANISH RED CROSS

Founded in 1876, the Danish Red Cross is part of the Red Cross 

Movement, which consists of the International Committee of 

the Red Cross and the International Federation of Red Cross 

and Red Crescent Societies. The Danish Red Cross is a major 

contributor to international relief work. Its contribution may 

take the form of a cash transfer to the Federation or the ICRC in 
Geneva, which then purchases goods locally in the countries 

concerned, or it may consist of medicines, blankets, tents, 

clothes or equipment, sent by air, sea or land. The Danish relief 

may also involve sending out delegates. At present the Danish 

Red Cross is seconding about 150 delegates to the ICRC and the 
Federation.

The Danish Red Cross is also involved in bilateral cooperation 

with foreign national societies, such as AIDS programmes in

Zimbabwe and Tanzania, primary health care projects in Nepal and Bangladesh, essential drugs 

supply in Uganda, establishment of pharmacies in Ethiopia, tree-planting in Zimbabwe and 

Uganda, rural development/environmental protection projects in Sudan, and disaster preparedness 

and relief for street children in the Philippines.

At the request of the Danish government, the Danish Red 

Cross has also taken on the management and housing of the 

increasing number of asylum-seekers arriving in Denmark, 

which has become the Danish Red Cross’s major national 

activity.
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PARTNERSHIP PROJECTS

A new Danish Red Cross initiative, dating from 1988, has been the 
creation of a Partnership Programme. One component of this 

programme involves Partnership Projects, which are small projects in 
a partner country financed by Danish local branches. A Partnership 

Project can be a community-service project, e.g. building wells to 

ensure clean drinking water, or a profit-making project, e.g. a 

piggery, a hospital kiosk or market-gardening. The profit must be 

spent on support to vulnerable groups, e.g. poor, disabled or 
malnourished people and so on, and on initiating new, local projects 

on a small scale. The long-term goal is for the local branches in the 
partner countries to become less dependent on external support and 

be capable of implementing new activities in the area by themselves.

One of the fundamental ideas of the Partnership Projects is to 
strengthen mutual understanding by means of contacts between volunteers in Denmark and the local branches in 

the countries that the Danish Red Cross supports. This is achieved by, for example, study visits, exchanges of letters 

and photos, and exchange visits by branch members. Another important element is the dissemination of Red Cross 

principles by those persons.

THE G R E E NLA ND & THE F A R OE IS LANDS’ R ED CROSS

the Greenland red cross On September 5, 1992 the Greenland Red Cross was formed as an independent 

organization of five local branches; however, its independence extends only to national issues. The Greenland Red 

Cross also contributes to international relief work and is involved in Partnership Projects, but in these areas it coo

perates with the Danish Red Cross.

the faroe islands red cross In April 1926 the first general meeting was held of the Faroe Islands Red 

Cross. The society is considered to have county branch status and is thus governed by the regulations of the Danish 

Red Cross.

D
an

is
h R

ed
 C

ro
ss

 10
.9

4.
 Ill

us
tra

tio
ns

 a
nd

 P
ho

to
s:

 G
ur

li R
ei

ch
en

ba
ch

,T
om

as
 B

er
te

ls
en

, O
le

 C
hr

is
tia

ns
en

/B
ille

dh
us

et
, J

an
 D

je
nn

er
/B

ille
dh

us
et

, S
tig

 S
ta

si
g)



DENMARK

HISTORY Denmark is the world’s oldest monarchy, 
dating back more than a thousand years. The present Queen 
Margrethe II is a descendent of the first King, Gorm the Old. 
Among the 54 monarchs who have ruled Denmark, King Chri
stian IV (1588-1648) in particular has won an important place in 
history and in the consciousness of the Danish people. He was a 
passionate builder and has left his mark on Copenhagen with 
many notable buildings. A certain veneration is also accorded to 
Frederik VII (1848-63), who had the foresight to realize that new 
times were on the way and relinquished some of his absolute 
power by signing the Danish Constitution, which dates from 
1849. Apart from a few alterations, this Constitution forms the 
basis of government in Denmark today.

During the Second World War the Germans occupied 
Denmark on April 9, 1940. Many Danes joined the resistance 
movement, whose aim was to sabotage German operations. One 
of the most dramatic events during the war was the smuggling 
out of 7,000 Danish Jews to neutral Sweden, which took place in 
small fishing boats under extremely difficult conditions, in the 
dark nights of Autumn 1943.

At the end of the war, Denmark became one of the foun
ders of the United Nations, and is also a member of NATO and 
the EU. Since 1963 Denmark has contributed to the development 
of the Third World countries. Half of this contribution is disbur
sed through the UN, and the remainder in the form of bilateral 
support. Denmark also supports the UN’s peace-keeping work.

DENMARK TODAY In the middle of the 
last century, Danish farmers launched a co-operative movement 
with the aim of rationalizing the sale of their produce through 
joint ownership of dairies, slaughterhouses, etc. This movement 
and the labour movement contributed significantly to the devel
opment of today’s Welfare State.

A person whose thoughts and ideas have left a deep mark 
on Danish society is the poet and vicar N.F.S. Grundtvig. His 
ideas concerning the concept of a “school for life” led to the 
establishment of the unique folk high schools, which are volun
tary schools for both young people and adults.

The educational system provides for nine years’ compulso
ry school attendance, which is free of charge as is public health 
care. The actual cost of these services is paid for by taxes - which 
is the reason why Denmark has one of the highest income-tax 

rates in the world.
Despite having once been a pronouncedly agricultural 

country, Denmark is today highly industrialized. However, pro
cessed agricultural produce such as bacon, butter and cheese, as 
well as fishery products still contribute considerably to Denmar

k’s exports.
The 179 members of Parliament are elected by the people 

in a general election, which must take place at least every four 
years. The principle of government by parliamentary majority 
was adopted in 1901. Over the years Denmark has been governed 
by either majority or minority governments — the latter being 
supported by other parties to form a majority. At present, eight 

parties are represented in Parliament.
Greenland and the Faroe Islands form part of the King

dom of Denmark, but both regions were granted home rule, in 
1979 and 1948 respectively. The only issues that come under the 
central government in Copenhagen are the foreign and defence 

policies.



AREA

43,000 km2

POPULATION

5.1 mill.

G N P PER
INHABITANT

US$ 20,450

CAPITAL:

Copenhagen

FORM OF
GOVERNMENT:

Constitutional Monarchy 
with a One-Chamber 
Parliament

LANGUAGE:

Danish

RELIGION:

Protestant

AVERAGE LIFE
EXPECTANCY:

75.8 years

INFANT 
MORTALITY:

8 per 1,000

MOST IMPORTANT 
TRADING
PARTNERS:

Germany, Sweden, Great 
Britain, France

CONTRIBUTION TO 
DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES:

1% of the GNP =
US$ 1.31 billion per year

SOURCE:

UNDP Human Develop
ment Report
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