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A few years ago one of the branches asked for some small projects to be located 
which could be financed by a local branch, and in the longer term perhaps 
contribute to preventing natural disasters, or at least strengthen a society’s 
preparedness. These projects needed to be easily grasped by the members and 
others in the local Danish community who help support our work, so that they 
could see exactly what the money they collected was being used for.

In 1988 the Danish Red Cross was able to fulfil this request when a new 
Partnership Programme was launched. This programme is based on local work, 
which acts as a bridge to the society’s international activity. One of the aims is to 
promote contacts between Red Cross volunteers in Denmark and in one of our 
partner countries - first and foremost in Africa.



The Danish Red Cross’s members have many years’ experience of fund-raising 
for emergency disaster relief, during the great droughts and famines in 
Ethiopia, Sudan and in Somalia, for example. Many local branches also 
contribute large sums every year from their own collections to the national 
headquarters’ Disaster Fund.

This local commitment and motivation among the members to fund-raising 
for relief work was - and still is - inspired both by the obvious need for aid in 
these situations and countries, and by the local branches’ eagerness to help.
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The contacts and friendship between the volunteers in Denmark and in the partner country are 
just as important in these projects as the concrete economic help. This is because when we 
exchange information about our similarities and differences, across the frontiers of language, 
culture and geography, we get to know each other better, and our preconceived ideas - and 
perhaps our prejudices - are put to the best.

Who are these people who need relief and assistance? What kind of projects would they 
themselves like to start? What problems of work, school and everyday living are they having to 
cope with, in a village in Zimbabwe, for example? These and many other daily problems of life 
in a developing country are the kind of questions that the Danish Red Cross wants to make 
better known to the public in Denmark.

For two years in succession, 
to strengthen the contacts 
between volunteers, the 
Danish Red Cross has 
arranged study tours for 
Danish volunteers to 
Zimbabwe, the Philippines 
and Tanzania. Denmark 
has also received visits of 
volunteers from Uganda.



INVALUABLE CONTACTS

The overall objectives of a Partnership Project are to:
• promote cross-cultural and international understanding

• strengthen branch development, and
• help local branches to support vulnerable groups

An important element of the friendship concept is also to 
strengthen the local Red Cross Society in the countries with 
which we cooperate. By training volunteers to keep 
accounts, for example, or teaching them first-aid or basic 
health care, we increase their capacity to fend for themselves. At the same time they can pass 
their knowledge on to others in their local Red Cross branch and local community. So in this 
way “help for self-help” radiates outwards like the ripples in a pool.

Through the Partnership Programme, a local Red Cross branch in Denmark can support small 
income-generating projects, such as a poultry farm, a piggery, a market garden or a kiosk, 
which the local branch in, let us say, Zimbabwe operates in order to earn money for its local 
relief work. Or a branch might want to improve public health by raising money to build pit
latrines, protect a local drinking-water source, or start a training course for young people in 
AIDS, lifesaving, and so on.

The hope is that the two Red Cross branches - in Denmark and, for example, in Ethiopia - will 
get to know one another, and in so doing will forge ties of friendship.

Partnership Projects are always small projects, costing at most US$ 25,000. The project 
identification and description are developed by the local Red Cross branch in the partner 
country. This ensures that it is the local needs that are addressed.



In Denmark, the Partnership 
Programme is directed at the Danish 
Red Cross’s 70,000 or so members, 
belonging to over 240 local branches. By 
the end of 1994 some 50 Partnership 
Projects were being supported by 
branches and county branches in 
Denmark, although in fact the demand 
from Danish volunteers greatly exceeds 
supply. For a time the Danish Red Cross 
actually ran short of projects to offer to 
its branches.

If one of your local Red Cross Society 
branches has a project that it would like 
to offer to the Partnership Programme, 
please write a project definition and 
description, and send it via your 
national headquarters to the Danish 
Red Cross, which can then offer it to the 
local branches in Denmark.

In this way we can match your local Red 
Cross Society’s need for support with the 
Danish local branches’ desire to assist.
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