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SWEDISH RED CROSS

ORGANIZATION, STRUCTURE AND FINANCES

The Swedish Red Cross was founded in 1865. Today the organization comprises 
nearly half a million members.

Its members are organized in over 2 100 chapters, grouped in 24 branches.

The supreme decision-making body of the Swedish Red Cross is its General 
Assembly. The Assembly meets twice yearly and decides on all major activities 
within the Society, in particular at the central level.

The turnover of the Swedish Red Cross is around SEK 300 million (approx USS 40 
million) a year (1985). These resources are obtained through fund-raising, 
donations, government grants, interest on funds and other capital, and member
ship fees.

One important principle with regard to finances is that all funds raised among 
the general public are to be used solely for the purpose intended and are not 
to cover administration.

Collections of clothing are made throughout the year. The clothes are sent via 
the Swedish Red Cross central relief depot to people in need all over the 
world.

The Swedish Red Cross receives governmental and municipal grants to cover cer
tain administrative costs. A large part of its instruction and youth activities 
at home is financed by the Swedish Government.

SOME IMPORTANT EXAMPLES OF ACTIVITIES

A. The Red Cross as a factor for Peace

Its position as one of the host societies of the Second World Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Conference on Peace, Aaland and Stockholm, 1984, afforded the Swedish 
Red Cross a good opportunity to activate both its members and the general public 
in the Red Cross activities for peace. Of the many programmes and activities 
that are organized within the Society, we should like to focus attention on the 
following:

* Efforts in the field of dissemination are being gradually increased. One 
important objective for the future will be that all office-holders at both 
branch and chapter levels should have undergone basic training courses in 
international humanitarian law and Red Cross principles.
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* An initiative taken in 1984 by the Swedish Red Cross and other humanitarian 
organizations has resulted in a national Peace Lottery, organized annually 
under Government supervision. Through this lottery, NGO:s have acquired 
far greater opportunities to obtain financial support for peace work in 
general, including the dissemination of international humanitarian law, 
human rights etc.

* The five Nordic Red Cross societies (Denmark, Norway, Iceland, Finland and 
Sweden) have for many years now been engaged in a close and fruitful co
operation on matters related to the dissemination of international humani
tarian law. Meetings and seminars have been organized in 1983, 1985, 1986.

* As regards the protection of children in armed conflicts, the Swedish Red 
Cross is actively supporting the UN Draft Convention on the Rights of the 
Child. A Swedish NGO group has been formed with the objective of supporting 
the work of the UN convention.

* The Aaland conference lent its support to a proposal to develop "interna
tional standard tests" to be used within the armed forces to test knowledge 
of the Geneva Conventions. The Swedish Red Cross has taken an active interest 
in this matter, primarily through discussions with experts from the Swedish 
Ministry of Defence, and with the ICRC.

* At the Aaland conference it was proposed that all major development pro
grammes launched within the movement should include elements of dissemination 
of international humanitarian law. The Swedish Red Cross is currently co
operating in more than a dozen development programmes with sister societies 
throughout the world. Co-operation has been started with the Indonesian Red 
Cross in organizing seminars on dissemination of the Red Cross principles and 
international humanitarian law. Two seminars have been completed. The SRC is 
currently discussing the possibility of organizing similar dissemination 
seminars together with the Red Cross societies of Ethiopia and Zimbabwe.

B. Activities relating to the prevention of disasters

Disaster prevention has already been applied for some considerable time by the 
Red Cross in the field of health. The latest offshoot of this drive within the 
League of Red Cross societies is the special "Child Alive" programme. In 1984, 
however, the Swedish Red Cross published a disquieting report which was to 
attract much attention - "Prevention is better than cure". Soon after the report 
was published, its main arguments were demonstrated in a most brutal way in the 
drought-stricken regions in Africa. In parallel with vigorous actions to avoid 
starvation in Africa, the Swedish Red Cross has initiated a new phase of Red 
Cross responsibility for disaster prevention.

All major disaster problems in the Third World are essentially unsolved develop
ment problems. Disaster prevention is thus primarily an aspect of development 
and this must be a development which takes place within the sustainable limits. 
Excessive emphasis on shortsighted economic expansion and the exploitation of 
natural resources, for example, can easily have harmful consequences and may 
even create new disaster situations.
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A misconception which seems to have become quite widespread is that disaster 
prevention is exclusively an environmental issue, relating exclusively to soil 
conservation, efforts to combat desertification, or even, as some people have 
understood it, tree-plantation. This bias must be avoided, particularly since 
the Red Cross is primarily a humanitarian organization and must continue to be 
identified as such. When the Red Cross is dealing with disaster prevention, it 
should naturally stress first of all the need to improve human conditions, while 
recognizing at the same time that these conditions depend on the natural en
vironment of which man is a part.

When we talk of disaster prevention, which entails selective development among 
the poorest and most vulnerable people, we must realize that we are dealing with 
a process of changing their living conditions rather than with the distribution 
of some sort of ready relief packages from abroad.

In the past two years the Swedish Red Cross, in close co-operation with the 
other Nordic Red Cross societies, has promoted the introduction of projects 
associated with disaster prevention in this wider sense.

Within the Swedish Red Cross focus has been directed upon four major fields for 
Red Cross actions:

Policy development

The basic report "A Red Cross approach to disaster prevention and community 
development" has been established as a common platform for further work. A 
first policy document on food policy has just been completed.

Information

Two major conferences on the theme of "Disaster Prevention" have been held in 
Uganda and Ethiopia. Further conferences of this kind, in which the issue is 
introduced in a fairly general way, are intended to take place both in Latin 
America and in Asia.

Training and Education

A fairly elaborate co-operation with teachers in Sweden has been initiated at 
the same time as educational material has been produced for the schools.

Project/programme support

Within this new general framework for the prevention of ecological disasters, 
the very first trees were planted in Zimbabwe in late 1984. Zimbabwe has 
pioneered tree-planting, establishing a youth programme which will soon cover 
schools practically throughout the country. In the Wollo region a unique land
use-plan has just been completed and this plan will be the platform for a long
term integrated project for rural development.

The most elaborate disaster prevention programme has been worked out by the 
Ethiopian Red Cross. The ERCS has entered into a co-operation with numerous 
societies in order to fund a five-year programme in tree-planting, spring 
protection and similar measures throughout the country.



C. Assistance to refugees and asylum-seekers

The Swedish Red Cross works in an auxiliary position vis-à-vis the authorities 
by providing a range of services to refugees and asylum-seekers.

Its main activities are divided into the following groups:

In addition to the annual quota of 1 250 refugees accepted at the request of 
UNHCR, Sweden accepts annually a further 5 000-6 000 refugees who have arrived 
spontaneously.

In recent years more than 1 000 refugees and asylum-seekers a year have bene- 
fitted from the assistance of the Swedish Red Cross in such fields as legal 
counselling, family reunification, and tracing.

In 1985, 300 persons requested assistance in the field of tracing and more than 
900 family messages were exchanged between relatives in Sweden (often a refugee) 
and political or war prisoners abroad.

In the social field, refugees and asylum-seekers are offered participation in 
the regular activities of local Red Cross chapters.

The Swedish Red Cross has also established special international meeting-places 
where refugees and Swedes (Red Cross members and others) can meet and take part 
in social and leisure activities.

National Information Bureau

The Swedish Red Cross has signed an agreement with the Government accepting 
responsibility for the planning work involved in the setting up of a National 
Information Bureau (NIB), regulated in the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and in the 
Additional Protocol of 1977, for prisoners of war, civil detainees and refugees.

This work is almost completed: a system for the registration and communication 
of information to protected persons is now functioning, and can be set up within 
a few days when needed. In the spring of 1986 the Swedish Commission for NIB, in 
close co-operation with the Institute for Humanitarian Law in San Remo, arranged 
an International Seminar on the NIB. The purpose of the seminar was to discuss 
the issue of the status of the Information Bureau under different circumstances, 
e.g. occupation by a foreign power.

D. The Red Cross Rehabilitation Centre for Tortured Refugees

Sweden accepts 6.000-8.000 refugees a year, many of whom have suffered imprison
ment and torture in their countries of origin.

The injuries resulting from torture can make it difficult for the victim and his 
or her family to adapt to life in a new society. At the present time, very 
little knowledge or experience is available within the health and social welfare 
systems in Sweden of how to treat the mental and physical injuries of these 
victims.

In order to give help and support to the victims and their families, a treatment 
and rehabilitation centre has now been opened in Stockholm.



The establishment of the Stockholm centre is based on the experience gained at 
the Rehabilitation and Research Centre in Copenhagen, and relevant refugee work 
carried out in Toronto, Canada, and other parts of the world.

The centre in Stockholm is functioning as an experimental/research project 
between August 1985 and August 1987 with the Swedish Red Cross as the control
ling body. The centre operates with the torture victims as "out-patients". Child 
psychiatric and psychological treatment is also available, and adapted to the 
specific needs indicated. Other specialists whose services are required are 
contacted as consultants.

Since the centre opened in October 1985, some 300 refugees and asylum-seekers 
have applied and about 40 have been received. Many of these refugees have been 
in Sweden for up to ten years without getting adequate help.

This two-year project will be continually documented and evaluated. An inter
national seminar is to be held in 1988.

E. Unique social activities

The Swedish Red Cross runs several unique social activities, in the sense that 
few or no other Red Cross Societies are engaged in similar programmes.

"Crisis hot line"

All over the world, organizations operate various kinds of "hot line" telephone 
services - for people in general, and for special groups, i.e. homosexuals, 
women etc.

In Sweden, the Red Cross offers an alternative to the "hot line" service run by 
the Church organization. The Swedish Red Cross "hot line", run by specially 
trained volunteers, is open to anyone undergoing a crisis who wishes to talk 
about his or her problems anonymously. We foresee that in a couple of years all 
Sweden will be covered by this service, available every night.
Prison visiting

In the mid Sixties the Swedish Red Cross followed the example of the Norwegian 
Red Cross and extended its visiting service to include prisons. The Swedish Red 
Cross is the only Swedish organization that has received the necessary permis
sion to practice such a visiting service. Today, the Swedish Red Cross has 25 
visiting groups all over Sweden. Their visits are greatly appreciated by the 
pri soners.
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