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WELCOME TO GENEVA

I should like to extend a most cordial welcome to all delegates to the 
XXVth International Conference of the Red Cross, which I have the 
honour of presiding, on behalf of the Swiss Government, the host 
Society, the Swiss Red Cross, and myself.

We are especially pleased to welcome you here, in this land of peace 
and dialogue that is our country, and, even more so, in Geneva, a city 
of important international meetings, where the voice of human 
solidarity is heard, responding to the principal problems of today's 
world.

The Red Cross, a universal organisation, has a special humanitarian 
role to play: to ensure respect, everywhere and at all times, for the 
human being. Let us show the entire world, throughout this 
Conference, our determination to develop our dialogue and affirm our 
unity and solidarity. In these troubled times of violence and 
conflict, let us assert our determination to act effectively on behalf 
of humanity.

These are my ardent wishes for this XXVth Conference. I hope that all 
delegates will enjoy fruitful discussions in a fraternal Red Cross 
atmosphere.

Kurt Boi liger, 
President of the 
Swiss Red Cross
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PROGRAMME OF MEETINGS FOR THURSDAY, 23 OCTOBER 1986

3.00 p.m. Rooms I and II

5.00 p.m. Rooms I and II

6.30 p.m. Intercontinental
Hotel

Opening ceremony of the 
XXVth International 
Conference of the Red Cross

Plenary meeting

Reception given by the 
Federal Council of the 
Republic and Canton of 
Geneva and the 
Administrative Council of 
the City of Geneva.

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF DELEGATES

The Council of Delegates met throughout the day of 22 October at the 
Geneva Conference Centre (CICG). As was pointed out by Mr. Kurt 
Bolliger, President of the Swiss Red Cross which is acting as host to 
the XXVth International Conference of the Red Cross beginning on 
23 October, it is customary for the Council of Delegates to meet 
before the opening of the Conference to discuss certain procedural 
matters.

Mr. Bolliger proposed to the Assembly of Delegates that Mr. Alexandre 
Hay be appointed President of the International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) and Chairman of the Council of Delegates since this would 
undoubtedly be the last time that Mr. Hay would preside over the 
discussions, as he is to retire from the office of President of the 
ICRC in 1987. Mr. Hay was elected by acclamation as were the members 
of the Bureau of the Council, namely Mr. Enrique de la Mata (President 
of the League) Vice-Chairman, and Mr. William Cassis (League) and Mr. 
Jean-Louis Cayla (ICRC), Secretaries.

The seven National Societies of the Red Cross and Red Crescent 
recently recognized by the ICRC and admitted to the League on 18 
October at its General Assembly, were admitted to the Council of 
Delegates by acclamation. They are the National Societies of Angola, 
Djibouti, The United Arab Emirates, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea- Conakry, 
Saint Lucia and Surinam.
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The Council of Delegates then endorsed the Standing Commission's 
nominations for the International Conference, namely:

Chairman of the Conference: Mr. Kurt Bolliger (Swiss Red Cross)
Vice-Chairmen: , Princess Helen Shah (Nepal Red

Cross)
Dr. Dimitry D. Venedictov (Alliance 

of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies of the USSR) 

Secretary-General: Mr. Bénédict de Tscharner (Swiss Red
Cross)

Assistant Secretaries General: Mr. William Cassis (League)
Mr. Jean-Louis Cayla (ICRC)

The Council of Delegates adopted the proposals of the Standing 
Commission for the two Conference Commission's nominations by 
acclamation:

COMMISSION I Chairman:

Vice-Chairmen:

Rapporteur:

Mr. Moussa Sané (Senegalese 
governmental delegation)

Judge Darrell D. Jones (Canadian Red 
Cross)

Tan Sri Abdul Hamid (Malaysian Red 
Crescent)

Major Ali Hassan Quoreshi (Bangladesh 
Red Cross)

COMMISSION II Chairman: Dr. Mario Enrique Villaroel Lander
(Venezuelan Red Cross) 

Vice-Chairmen: Mr. Leon Stubbings (Australian Red 
Cross)

Dr. Dawit Zawde (Ethiopian Red 
Cross)

Rapporteurs: a) for the Statutes of the
International Red Cross: 
Dr. Mohammed Nesh Nash 
(Moroccan Red Crescent) 

b) for other items: 
Mr. Reszo Sztuchlik (Hungarian Red 
Cross)

The Drafting Committee is to be made up of representatives of the 
National Societies of Monaco, Burundi, Mexico, Cuba and the United 
Kingdom.

COMMISSION ON RED CROSS, RED CRESCENT AND PEACE

Mr. Harald Huber, Chairman of the Commission on Red Cross, Red 
Crescent and Peace, presented the report on the Commission's 
activities since the 1985 Council of Delegates meeting.
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The presentation of the report gave rise to a lively and constructive 
discussion mainly on what form the Red Cross's contribution to peace 
should take. Some twenty delegations took the floor. Some of them 
reiterated the hope that the Movement would adapt its action to the 
changing international situation, without introducing political 
issues. Others drew attention to the work already done in the 
implementation of the guidelines drawn up at the Belgrade and Aaland 
peace conferences and stressed the implicitly peaceful nature of the 
day-to-day work of the Red Cross. Finally, it was requested that the 
Red Cross's peace efforts should focus more on education and training, 
particularly for young people. Two resolutions were adopted to this 
end, and are to be submitted to the delegates of the XXVth 
International Conference of the Red Cross, and a third is to be 
circulated for information purposes.

The Council's deliberations gave rise to the following suggestions:

Several delegations expressed the hope that there would be a 
third International Peace Conference of the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent within the next few years. The Council of Delegates 
noted that, should such a conference be decided upon, the Mexican 
Red Cross Mexico City as the venue.

The Council of Delegates approved the idea of creating a peace 
prize.

The new membership of the Commission for Peace was approved. In 
future it will be made up of the following National Societies: 
Societies whose term of office is renewed: France, German Democratic 
Republic, Mauritania, Egypt, Australia, Indonesia; Societies recently 
admitted to the Commission: Brazil, Columbia, Benin, Ethiopia, Arab 
Republic of Yemen, Jordan. Yugoslavia and Sweden become ex-officio 
members of the Commission, since they were the organizers of the first 
two International Peace Conferences. At Sweden's request, Finland 
will alternate with Sweden as an ex officio member, since it was a 
co-organiser of the Aaland conference.

The Council of Delegates noted that the ICRC had nominated Mr. 
Alexandre Hay as President of the Committee and approved the choice 
unanimously.

As regards the creation of a Red Cross and Red Crescent International 
World Peace Day, the Council of Delegates will await the findings of a 
background study conducted by the Commission.

In accordance with Resolution 1 of the 1985 Council of Delegates, 
entitled "Commission on the Red Cross, Red Crescent and Peace", the 
Coimiission will submit an interim report to the 1987 Council of 
Delegates and a final report to the 1989 Council of Delegates.
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UNANIMOUS SUPPORT FOR THE HENRY-DUNANT INSTITUTE

The report on the 1985-86 activities of the Henry-Dunant Institute was 
presented by Mr. Maurice Aubert, President of the Institute and Vice- 
President of the ICRC. Mr. - Aubert referred in particular to the 
feasibility study requested by the Institute's 1985 General Assembly, 
pointing out that the four main recommendations resulting from the 
study were an incentive for the future. In this connection, many 
delegations stressed that the Henry-Dunant Institute played a cardinal 
role in the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement in the fields of 
research, training and documentation, and in disseminating information 
on the activities and doctrine of the Movement and on international 
humanitarian law. The discussion reflected general support for the 
aims and activities of the Institute.

The Council of Delegates noted the appointement of Mr. Jean Hoefliger 
to the post of Director, replacing Mr. Jacques Meurant, recently 
appointed Chief Editor of the International Review of the Red Cross. 
Mr. Jean Hoefliger, a Swiss citizen, was hitherto the ICRC's general 
Delegate in the Middle East.

As regards Institute funding, Mr. Aubert pointed out that following 
the General Assembly of the League, the future looked encouraging, 
although some problems remained unsolved. It should be recalled that 
the League, like the ICRC, is to increase its 1987 contribution to CHF 
300,000.

A draft resolution expressing the gratitude of the Council of 
Delegates to the Institute for its positive results since 1981, and 
encouraging it to pursue its activities in the service of the Movement 
in the fields of research, training, publications, academic exchanges, 
development and information, and requesting increased support from the 
National Societies, was adopted by acclamation.

STUDY OF PRINCIPLES APPLICATION

The Fundamental Red Cross principles are a vital binding force, 
guaranteeing the unity of a constantly growing movement. But not 
enough attention is paid to their practical application, one speaker 
told the Council of Delegates session yesterday. He urged the 
monitoring of their effective implementation, possibly by a study 
group, but stressed that this demanded an active leading role from the 
ICRC. Replying to the speaker, the Chairman, Mr. Alexandre Hay, 
stated that the ICRC intended to conduct such a study in conjunction 
with interested National Societies.

AWARD-WINNING RED CROSS PHOTOS AND POSTERS

The awards of the photo and poster competition open to National 
Societies and marking the XXVth Conference, were presented early 
yesterday afternoon at the meeting of the Council of Delegates.

The awards went to the posters and photos of Red Cross activities with 
the best humanitarian and artistic content.
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A panel of judges made up of three outside experts in graphic arts and 
photography, and four representatives of the International Red Cross, 
examined 150 photos sent in by 18 National Societies and 148 posters 
submitted by 17 National Societies.

The results of the competition were as follows:

Poster competition: First prize:
2nd prize :

3rd prize :

Finnish Red Cross
National Societies of France and 

United States of America
Canadian Red Cross, Nicaraguan Red 

Cross and Spanish Red Cross

Photo competition: The winners of the photo competition, on behalf of 
their National Societies, were:

First prize: Mr. Rudolf Vetter (American Red Cross)
2nd prize: Mrs. Ludmila Ciglanova (Czechoslovak Red Cross) 

Mr. Gene Jeffers (American Red Cross)
3rd prize: Mr. Heine Pedersen and Mr. Finn Frandsen (Danish Red

Cross
Mr. David Moss (British Red Cross)

The award-winning entries are on display in the Hall, near the Varembe 
entrance.

FOUR EXHIBITIONS TO SEE IN THE ENTRANCE HALL

Delegates can admire four exhibitions in the main entrance Hall of the 
CICG:

In the middle of the Hall, there is an exhibition of the League of Red 
Cross Societies on the theme "Child Alive". The exhibition comprises 
drawings and photos illustrating the programme initiated in 1984 for 
the eradication of infant mortality by means of an information and 
prevention campaign using the simplest methods. Interested National 
Societies will find ample documentation and educational material 
easily adaptable to conditions and situations in the countries in 
which they will be used.

The theme "Child Alive" was chosen for the 1987 World Red Cross Day.

The NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC Magazine exhibition near the bar, displays 24 
panels of superb colour photos on ICRC protection and assistance 
activities. In compiling their report which is due out in the 
November issue of the magazine, the photographer Steven Raymer and 
author Peter White researched for over a year both at ICRC 
Headquarters in Geneva and in the theatres of ICRC operations, 
covering some 320.000 km on four continents.

The NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC Magazine which has a readership of 11 million 
devotes 30 pages of its November issue to the ICRC. Delegates of the 
International Conference will receive preview copies.
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It was the NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC Magazine which approached the ICRC and 
took on all costs of the report including the living expenses of the 
two reporters covering the ICRC delegations and Headquarters. The 
ICRC has bought a number of copies of the November issue which it will 
distribute to National Societies, governments, parliaments and other 
groups taking an interest in its activities.

Finally, there are two exhibitions near the Varembe entrance: the 
POSTER and BLACK AND WHITE PHOTO exhibitions which show the 
award-winning entries of the competition marking the International 
Conference.

The prize-giving ceremony took place on 22 October at the session of 
the Council of Delegates (see summary in this bulletin).

SWITZERLAND: THE SLOW AND PATIENT GROWTH OF A NATION

History textbooks still tend to Swiss school children more about their 
neighbours: France, Germany, Austria or Italy. As if Switzerland had 
no history of its own, had never known war, revolution or other 
crises. In fact, certain Swiss admit to finding their own history 
boring. Yet, the history of Switzerland is most eventful. In fact, 
it is a dual history: the history of the 26 cantons making up the 
Swiss Confederation, and the history of the Swiss nation as a whole.

It took a long time for the cantons to harmonize their relations and 
for a state in the real sense of the word to be formed. The act which 
founded the Swiss Confederation took place in 1291. In that year, 
three cantons (Uri, Schwyz and Unterwalden) concluded a mutual defence 
pact against their overlords, the Habsburgs. This union was part of 
the great emancipation movement of the 13th century. Soon, other 
cantons, such as Zurich and Lucerne, joined the union of the so-called 
"primitive" cantons, and the movement spread like wildfire, though, 
not without difficulties. For the Swiss had to fight hard against 
their neighbours to preserve their independence. They also had to 
settle internal quarrels over conflicting interests (such as the 
payment of tolls on major thoroughfares), or political quarrels. 
Their neighbours gave them a helping hand by enlisting their services 
in their own struggles against restless rivals. This is what happened 
in 1476 when Louis XI helped the Swiss overcome his rival Charles the 
Bald at the famous battle of Morat near Berne.

Then there were religious quarrels between the catholic and protestant 
cantons when certain cantons joined the Reformation movement. In 
1789, the French Revolution also affected Switzerland, as the French 
army occupied the country. It was Napoleon Bonaparte who attempted to 
give Switzerland modern institutions which, for him, meant 
centralization. This type of government was ill- adapted to the 
geo-political nature of the country and a federal system soon began to 
take shape, which took account of each canton's different 
characteristics. It was the 19th century with the industrial 
revolution and the formation of great national states along the Swiss 
borders which made Switzerland more or less what it is today and gave 
it its present social and political structure.
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1 Today, it can be said that Switzerland has struck a balance between 
the cantons and central government. The cantons' particularities tend 
to disappear when they come up against national interests. Of course, 
there is still some friction: the cantons often clamour for greater 
autonomy but, generally speaking, the "Swiss miracle" is the result of 
unhurried search for equilibrium, compromise and consensus. The 
creation of the 26th canton, the Jura, in fulfilment of the 
aspirations of the majority of the population of that French-speaking 
area, illustrates the flexibility of our institutions.

For over a century, Switzerland has not engaged in armed conflict. In 
the troubled context of today's world, the host of the XXVth 
International Conference has but one hope: that the other nations of 
the world may share the privileges of compromise and peace.

TRANSPORT FOR DELEGATES

The TPG (Transport public genevois) have organized a shuttle service 
for the duration of the Conference to transport delegates between
their hotels and the Conference Centre (CICG).

Schedule as follows:

Morning

Itinerary 1 Itinerary 2

Navigation 7h55 8h25 Servette 8h20 8h40

Alpes 7h57 8h27 Intercontinental 8h27 8h47

Cornavin 8h01 8h31 C.I.C.G. 8h31 8h51

Zurich 8h05 8h35

Mines 8h09 8h39

C.I.C.G. 8hl3 8h43

Evening

Itinerary 1 Itinerary 2

C.I.C.G. 18hl5 18h45 C.I.C.G. 18hl5 18h35

Navigation 18h22 18h52 Servette 18h21 18h41

Alpes 18h24 18h54 Intercontinental 18h28 18h48

Cornavin 18h28 18h58

Zurich 18h32 19h02

Mines 18h36 19h06
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HAVE YOU GOT YOUR BADGE?

Delegates are reminded that they should register on arrival with 
the hostesses at the registration desk. This formality must be 
completed in order to obtain an identity badge, document case 
and working documents, and to be allocated a pigeonhole.

For reasons of convenience and security, delegates are requested 
to wear their badges at meetings.

Thank you very much for doing so.

WHAT'S GOING ON IN THE WORLD?

Three times daily, at 08h30, 12h00 and 16h30, the latest world news, 
supplied by the news agencies Agence France Presse and Reuter, is 
posted up in the main hall on a board near the bar.

This year for the first time delegates can also see round-the-clock 
news by TELETEXT from the Reuter agency on a television set directly 
below the bar area. It shows world events ranging from politics to 
the cinema, sport to stock market prices and even the weather 
forecast.

COFFEE TICKETS

Books of 10 tickets to pay for coffee during coffee breaks are 
available for CHF 10,- at the Geneva Tourist Office stand located in 
the hall, near the escalator and opposite the registration desk.

TELEPHONE, TELEX AND TELEFAX...

On level E of the CICG there is a Swiss Postal Administration 
telecommunications centre where delegates can make 'phone calls (36 
booths) and send telexes (8 booths) and telefaxes to their countries 
on payment of the current rates.

The centre is open daily from 08h30 until 18h30. It will also be open 
this weekend because there are meetings on 18 and 19 October.

Delegates may type and transmit telex messages themselves or request 
the assistance of the helpful staff at the centre.

If you have an urgent message to send after 18h30, you can do it: 
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until 22h30 at Cornavin railway station where there is also a 
post and telecommunications counter (behind the First Class 
Buffet (restaurant) in the main hall of the station;
from 22h30 to 07h00 at the Geneva "telegraph" service, Quai de la 
Poste, on the left bank o-f the lake (other bank from the CICG).

POST OFFICE (PTT)

The rue de Varembe post office has a counter for delegates in the main 
CICG hall (level F) which is open from 08h00 until 12h00 and from 
14h00 until 18h00.

On Saturday, 18 October, this counter will be closed but the post 
office itself will be open from 08h00 until llhOO (access from the 
rue de Varembe just outside the CICG entrance).

SOS

Three nurses (qualified Red Cross nurses, of course) will take 
it in turns to look after the physical health of delegates and 
are ready to help in cases of minor ailments. For more serious 
cases they are in touch with a nearby medical centre and a 
hospital.

The infirmary is behind the bar at level A, and the nurses' 
telephone number is 370.

SOUVENIR PHOTOGRAPHS

Photographs taken at the meetings will be exhibited on panels in the 
hall of the CICG, on the same side as the bar, from 17 October 
onwards. Delegates may order prints on a special form which they must 
then post in a collecting box provided for the purpose. They will get 
the prints they order within the next 58 hours. Each (black and 
white) photograph will cost CHF 6.- for size 13 x 18 cm. and CHF 9.- 
for an enlargement to 18 x 14 cm.

WHERE TO BUY YOUR NEWSPAPERS

The Naville company's newspaper stand is open daily (except Saturday 
and Sunday, 18 and 19 October) from 08h00 to 17h20 continuously. It 
stocks a large selection of Swiss and foreign newspapers, many 
magazines, stationery, postcards and souvenirs.
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CHANGING MONEY

All banking operations may be transacted at the Union Bank of 
Switzerland (UBS)'s branch in the CICG, which is open from 08h00 to 
18h00 continuously, from Monday to Friday. On Saturday 18 October it 
will be open from 14h00 to 14h30.

SNACKS OR A LA CARTE MEALS

The Conference Centre has a bar, cafeteria, self-service facilities 
and a restaurant.

The bar is at level F (in the big hall) and is open from 08h00 to 
18h00. The cafeteria is at level H and is open from llh30 to 14h30. 
The restaurant and self-service facilities are open from llh30 to 
14h30.

Allow about CHF 30.- for a full meal in the restaurant comprising an 
entrée, main course and dessert (drinks included). In the 
self-service facilities the main course, with drinks, costs about 
CHF 10.-, or you can choose your own menu at the cold buffet (cost 
will depend on weight).

If you wish to patronise the restaurant you are advised to book a 
table during the week, and it is absolutely necessary to book ahead 
for a meal on Saturday or Sunday.

THIS BULLETIN IS FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY. 
IT DOES NOT CONSTITUTE AN OFFICIAL RECORD.

CI/107
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OPENING OF THE XXVTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE RED CROSS

Yesterday, 23 October, the opening ceremony of the XXVth International 
Conference of the Red Cross took place at the Geneva International 
Conference Centre. It was attended by 137 National Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies, 113 States parties to the Geneva Conventions and 
additional Protocols, and many observers from Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies in the process of formation, and from governmental 
and non-governmental organizations.

After a musical introduction by the Avanchet-Saleve School Choir and 
an instrumental group conducted by Mr J.-L. Dos-Ghali, Mr Kurt 
Bolliger, President of the Swiss Red Cross Society, which is hosting 
the Conference, gave a short welcoming address to the delegates. He 
recalled that 85 years ago, in 1901, Henri Dunant had received the 
first Nobel Peace Prize for his humanitarian action. "It behoves us, 
particularly during this 'International Year of Peace1, to do our 
utmost to show ourselves worthy of this heritage - not by making mere 
solemn appeals, nor by interceding in high level politics, but through 
specific, daily humanitarian action which demands neither gratitude 
nor publicity".

Professor Jean Pictet, former Vice-President of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross, and a key personality in several 
diplomatic conferences which have furthered the development of 
humanitarian law, gave a formal reading of the seven Fundamental 
Principles of the Red Cross - humanity, impartiality, neutrality, 
independence, unity, universality and its voluntary nature. These 
principles guide all activities of the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Movement.

The floor was then given to Dr Ahmad Abu-Goura, Chairman of the 
Standing Commission, the highest authority of the International Red 
Cross. In his address, Dr Abu-Goura emphasized the troubled climate 
of today's world with its wars, political tensions, social and 
economic inequalities and nuclear threat.

"The prospects for peace have always existed. What is missing is the 
dedication and determination to achieve it" the Chairman of the 
Standing Commission told delegates. Dr Abu Goura reminded his 
audience that "frenzied competition" had brought the stockpile of 
armaments to unprecedented levels that could wipe out all human life 
within minutes. He then launched a ringing appeal to action in favour 
of peace. "We must unite our efforts" he declared. "I call for a 
reawakening and a reassessing of priorities and needs. I appeal to 
governments and to organisations national and international to do 
their utmost to spare humanity such a destiny" of global annihilation. 
"I hope the day will come when men can enjoy their life in peace and 
serenity." He concluded: "I am optimistic."
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In his address, the President of the Swiss Confederation, Mr Alphons 
Egli, said how proud and delighted his country was to be hosting the 
present conference. He stressed the need to relieve tensions and 
concluded with the wish: "The Conference will be dealing with a large 
number of complex questions. Switzerland's overriding hope is that 
the Conference will contribute to strengthening, spreading and 
unifying the International Movement of the Red Cross and Red Crescent 
and mark an important step towards improved implementation of 
international humanitarian law. Millions of men, women and children 
who are the victims of conflicts, disasters, ill-treatment and 
situations of distress throughout the world expect it of us".

Mr. Christian Grobet, President of the Council of State of the 
Republic and Canton of Geneva, recalled the close links between Geneva 
and the Red Cross. He hoped that "the work of the Conference will be 
guided by the "spirit of Geneva" and that it will fulfill the 
expectations of the delegates and substantially further the 
development of international humanitarian law".

Speaking on behalf of the Secretary General of the United Nations, Mr 
Erik Suy, Director of the European Office, noted the similarities 
between the United Nations and the Red Cross, stating that: "All the 
challenges facing us over the past few years - whether violations of 
the existing international order or appalling disasters - have shown 
that actions of a single kind, however effective, are not enough to 
to achieve our goals and that joint action and close collaboration are 
of infinite value". He also called for closer cooperation in order to 
meet these challenges and ensure the victory of the humanitarian 
cause.

The President of the ICRC, Mr Alexandre Hay, gave a broad outline of 
the development of the Red Cross Movement since the last international 
conference held in Geneva in 1925, and the evolution of international 
humanitarian law over the same period. He concluded by stating: "The 
broad outlines of the future are already apparent: in a world 
threatened by chaos where extreme standpoints are hardening, there is 
an essential role to be played by a world Movement founded on 
humanitarian law and the Fundamental Principles of universal import. 
There is a role for a Movement capable of doing humanitarian work 
effectively, without discrimination, and in a spirit of peace to help 
all those who, both in time of war and in time of peace, expect from 
us that grain of human kindness which will restore their dignity".

Mr Enrique de la Mata, President of the League of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies, said the Federation, with 144 members represented 
universality and pluralism. Its recent meetings had tackled sensitive 
and controversial issues serenely; it had carried out a self 
examination and a search for solutions in an honest and courageous 
way. Its willingness to do so, he said, is one of its greatest 
strengths.

Mr de la Mata went on to outline the main social, economic and 
political problems of today's world and their human consequences. 
Many people, he said, felt increasingly degraded and alienated; there 
was little they could believe in or trust. Youth was regarding the 
previous generation with a sceptical eye.

- 3 -



Perhaps, he suggested, we can be a symbol, promising a better, more 
human world. He urged: We must find our way into the small sphere 
that constitutes each individual's daily being and implant in it a 
"culture of peace".

Finally, the Chairman of the Standing Commission,, Dr. Abu-Goura, 
solemnly declared the XXVth International Conference of the Red Cross 
open, and urged participants to "remember all those who are suffering 
and awaiting decisions (from the Conference) ".

The ceremony ended with a further musical interlude from the children 
of Geneva.

FIRST PLENARY MEETING

The Conference held its first plenary meeting immediately after the 
opening ceremony. A minute's silence was observed in tribute to 
President Samora Machel, recently deceased.

The Assembly went on to endorse the nominations of the Council of 
Delegates. The Chairman of the Conference, the two Vice-Chairmen, the 
Secretary General and the two Assistant Secretaries General were 
elected by acclamation.

The drafting Committee - made up of countries representing the three 
working languages of the Conference - was also elected. It was 
pointed out that FRANCE would replace Monaco as the representative 
of the French language.

POINT OF ORDER ON SOUTH AFRICA

A point of order was raised by the delegation of Kenya, on behalf of 
the African group, requesting the suspension of the South African 
governmental delegation. According to the speaker, the South African 
Government was failing to observe the Principles and humanitarian law 
by pursuing its policy of apartheid. He specified that the suspension 
should not affect the South African Red Cross Society, and went on to 
ask that SWAPO, the ANC and the PAC be admitted to the Conference as 
observers, since all three were recognized by the United Nations and 
the OAU.

The Chairman of the Conference pointed out that the situation was 
without precedent, and that a ruling would have to be given on whether 
the Conference was empowered to act on the matter.

A lengthy debate ensued which lasted almost until midnight. Some 40 
delegations took the floor and condemned apartheid unanimously. 
Although many delegations supported Kenya's motion, others either 
expressed reservations or opposed it, pointing out that South Africa 
was a signatory to the Geneva Conventions and a full member of the 
Conference, and that its suspension might create a precedent which 
could affect other countries in the future. It was also pointed out 
that the International Conference of the Red Cross was the only 
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existing apolitical universal forum and that the suspension of the 
South African government might harm the victims of apartheid and . 
jeopardise Red Cross action in.that country where it was badly needed.

The delegations supporting the point of order considered that the 
Conference was master of its own decisions and could therefore rule 
on the matter. It was also noted that the aim of the motion was not 
to exclude the government of South Africa definitively but merely to 
suspend it pending the elimination of apartheid, and that such a 
suspension would enhance the credibility of the Red Cross.

Resuming the floor, Chairman Bolliger referred to article 1 paragraph 
2 of the Statutes of the International Red Cross, and, after 
consultation with the Bureau of the Conference, stated that the 
motion should be broken down into two questions : "Do you consider 
that the XXVth International Conference of the Red Cross can suspend 
the delegation of a State signtory the Geneva Convention ?" And, in 
the event of an affirmative reply : "Do you consider that the XXVth 
International Conference of the Red Cross should suspend the delegation 
of the Republic of South Africa ?

Several delegations had previously requested a roll-call vote. 
A point of ordér was then raised by the délégation of the Federal 
Republic of Germany* requesting a ballot vote. The ballot procedure 
stands if requested by ten delegations. In the event, 22 delegations 
supported the motion.

Given the late hour, Chairman Bolliger adjourned the debate until the 
following morning.

ERRATUM

In the daily bulletin of 23 October (No.l) there was unfortunately an 
error on page 2 in the minutes of the Council of Delegates : In fact, 
there were eight new National Societies of the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent admitted at this, meeting, and not seven, as was stated. The 
Red Cross of Sao Tomé and Principe should be added to the list of 
newly recognized National Societies.
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FOR PHILATELISTS: A COMMEMORATIVE STAMP.

On the occasion of the XXVth International Conference of the Red 
Cross, the Swiss Postal Authority (PTT) has issued a special stamp 
designed by Swiss graphic artist, Pierre Bataillard: This 0.50 CHF 
stamp depicts distress and violence represented by an angular grey 
area with the relief action of the Movement of the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent", represented by the double emblem on a white background, on 
the right.

A special postmark will be stamped on all letters mailed at the CICG 
Post Office (PTT) where the stamp is on sale.

NEWSPAPERS

Throughout the Conference, copies of three local and two international 
newspapers will be available to delegates free of charge.

Fifty copies of the JOURNAL DE GENEVE, fifty copies of LA SUISSE, and 
125 copies of the INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE will placed on the 
tables at the entrance to the hall every morning. The TRIBUNE DE 
GENEVE (50 copies) will be available from mid-day. The weekly edition 
of the Spanish newspaper "EL PAIS" will also be available at the CICG.

VIDEO PROGRAMME SCREENINGS

ICRC, LEAGUE AND NATIONAL SOCIETY
VIDEO STAND, MAIN LOBBY during the 
Cross mid-morning and mid-afternoon breaks.

PRODUCTIONS will be screened at the 
International Conference of the Red

Today, they will include:

RETROSPECTIVE 1985 (ICRC) French version
A PLEA FOR HUMANITY (ICRC) English version
PESHAWAR: CROSSROADS OF HOPE (ICRC) English version
UNA NACION DIFERENTE (MEXICAN RED CROSS) Spanish version 
A DIFFERENT.NATION (MEXICAN RED CROSS) English version

to view videos during the day (from 18h30 - 18h00) can be 
Clarissa Starey, Video Stand. Video listings (League and

Requests 
made to 
ICRC) are available.
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Discover Switzerland : 4 Excursions

The Swiss Red Cross and the Swiss Confederation are pleased to invite 
all delegates (along with their spouses and other accompanying 
visitors) to join a Coach-Tour on Sunday 26 October.

There is a choice of 4 tours. Persons interested should fill out a 
registration slip at the INFORMATION / TOURISM DESK in the main hall. 
Tickets, which also cover lunch, can be obtained by handing In the 
registration sLip.

a) ROMAINMOTIER - GRANDSON - JURA

An opportunity to discover a masterpiece of architecture (the 
romanesque abbey of Romanmotier), a chapter of history - the Chateau 
of Grandson (and its museum of vintage cars) - the breathtaking Jura 
landscape. Lunch will be taken at the Grand-Hotel "des Rasses" which 
has a spectacular view over lakes and valleys. The return trip will 
be via the Vallee de Joux and the Marchairuz mountain pass (alt. 1447 
m.) (Round-Trip: 180 km).

b) GRUYERE

An excursion through picture-card Switzerland will take you through 
the scenic French speaking cantons, via Oron and Bulle, to Gruyere, an 
medieval township encircled by ramparts and dominated by a superb 
Chateau furnished throughout with period furniture. You will visit the 
Gruyere cheese-makers and have lunch at the Hostellerie St-Georges 
where you will sample double cream and, of course, Gruyere cheese. 
Return trip through the unforgettable scenery of the vineyards of Vaud 
and Montreux. (Round-Trip : 260 km.)

c) THE DIABLERETS GLACIER

A must for mountains enthusiasts. THe coach takes you through the 
Pillon pass (alt. 1546 m ) to the alpine resort of Diablerets. From 
there, a cable car - one of the fasted in the world - will take you 
to the Diablerets Glacier at an altitude of 3.000 meters. After 
admiring the majestic scenery and taking a short walk in the eternal 
snows (take a warm sweater) you will return to the village for lunch. 
Return trip via the Col de la Croix (1778 m) and the resort of 
Villars, the Rhone Valley and Lake Geneva (Round-Trip by Coach and 
Cable Car : 270 km).

Contingency plan in case of inclement weather :

Excursion to Villeneuve via Lausanne and the Vaud Vineyards. Lunch in 
Montreux followed by a visit to the Chateau de Chillon, the most 
imposing fortified building in French-speaking Switzerland, which 
overhangs the Lake and dates back to the XHI/XIVth century. Return 
trip along Lake Geneva via Vevey and Ouchy.



d) GENEVA AND ITS SURROUNDING COUNTRY SIDE :

After visiting the city and its monuments you will discover the charm 
of Geneva's countryside and vineyards. Lunch in a typical INN. (Round 
- Trip : approx. 100 km.).

IMPORTANT : DO NOT FORGET TO FILL OUT AND HAND IN YOUR REGISTRATION 
SLIP AT THE INFORMATION / TOURISM DESK .

A TASTE OF SWISS FOOD : FROM CHEESE FONDUE TO KIRSCH (CHERRY BRANDY)

It is often by tasting its national dishes that you get to know and 
appreciate a country. Of course the fact that Switzerland is a 
federation may make this a little difficult as each canton has its 
specialities. Nevertheless, these few lines, though not exhaustive, 
will enable you to become acquainted with the main Swiss specialities; 
Michael Vidoudez, the good food critic from the Lausanne daily paper 
"24 Heures" has kindly provided the information.

The best known dish - virtually the Swiss national dish - is CHEESE 
FONDUE: in a "caquelon" (enamelled open pan), rubbed round with 
garlic, white wine is boiled and cheese (preferably Gruyère) is 
melted; this is seasoned with pepper and nutmeg ... a small glass of 
kirsch (colourless cherry brandy). Everyone eats from the pan placed 
on a heater, dipping small bread cubes into the boiling cheese. 
Needless to say, a good fondue eaten with friends cheers the heart as 
well as the stomach!

There is also RACLETTE from the Valais which is eaten with potatoes: a 
half "wheel" of cheese is toasted in front of the fire and the melted 
part is scraped (raclé) directly onto the plate. Pickled gherkins and 
little onions make a good relish for this favourite dish.

Many restaurants offer Swiss lake fish such as PERCH FILLETS eaten 
fried or cooked in butter ("à la meunière", "bondelle" (from Lake 
Neuchâtel), dace (which resembles perch), char (a very fine-fleshed 
fish much sought after since it is scarce).

The Swiss are also fond of processed meats (smoked pork) and the names 
have a rural ring to them: saucisson, boutefas, ... and let us not 
forget the traditional cabbage sausage (the cabbage is mixed with the 
meat) which is eaten with a kind of leek stew, cooked in white wine, 
called "papet".

Nor should we forget the DRIED MEAT from the Valais, eaten cold in 
wafer thin shavings, which goes excellently with the local dry white 
sparkling wines. And, of course, as you are in Geneva, you must try 
the pork FRICASSEE which is rather like many game dishes and is eaten 
with noodles, or else the LONGEOLE, another pork sausage, unsmoked, 
with a very special flavour.
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German Switzerland is famous for its ROESTI (pronounce it "reushti"), 
or grated potatoes which are roasted in a heavy frying pan, and for 
the very delicious EMINCE DE VEAU A LA ZURICHOISE (thin slices of 
veal) in a cream and mushroom sauce.

Finally, we reach the desserts: fresh fruit tarts, pear pies (a kind 
of turnover filled with a very sweet pear puree), savoury wine tarts, 
baked cream tarts ... And then there are the famous BRICELETS VAUDOIS, 
fine biscuits as thin as a sheet of paper and, at carnival time, in 
March, the MERVEILLES (fluffy wafers which shatter into a thousand 
crumbs the moment you bite). And there is the TOURTE AU KIRSCH 
(cherry brandy pie) from Zoug, near Zurich, which smells as fine as it 
tastes. To go with it, you can do as they do in Schwyz and pour your 
cherry brandy into your coffee: a contented stomach is guaranteed!
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GENEVA'S HISTORY IN BRIEF :

thereabouts.443 or

part of the Second KingdomIn the 11th century it 
and came under the rule 
of its independence.

formed 
of the
That

part of the Second Kingdom of Burgundy 
Germanic emperors whilst retaining much 
independence was continually at risk 

between the 13th and 17th centuries from the Princes of Savoy, who 
made several attempts to seize the city.

B.C. 1000. 
occupied by

The earliest vestiges of human habitation in Geneva go back to B.C. 
3000, but the hill on which the Old Town (the centre of Geneva in 
bygone days) now stands was not peopled before about 
Geneva was first a Celtic city, then a Roman one, and was 
the Burgundians in A.D.

Geneva lies in the heart of Europe and during its two-thousand-year 
history has unceasingly fought for its independence, freedom and 
ideas. It is often called "the smallest of the big capitals" and 
enjoys world-wide fame as the cradle of the Red Cross and as an 
example since the 16th century of democracy and refuge for victims of 
persecution from all over Europe.



Until the end of the Middle Ages, Geneva was a city of secondary 
importance known mainly for its fairs, but when it adopted the Reform 
and Jean Calvin took up his residence there in 1536, it became a 
republic that from 1550 onwards attracted a host of Protestants, 
mainly French and Italian, who had fled their country for religious 
reasons. Geneva became the "Protestant Rome" and exercised great 
religious and intellectual influence soon coupled with economic 
prosperity.

In 1602 Duke Charles Emmanuel of Savoy made an unsuccessful night 
attack with scaling ladders on the ramparts of Geneva. The 
anniversary of this "Escalade" has since been celebrated on the night 
of 11-12 December.

At the end of the 17th century Louis XIV's repression of French 
Protestantism brought a new wave of refugees to Geneva. The 18th 
century was one of great prosperity in which Geneva was famed 
throughout the surrounding country for its watchmaking industry, 
trading and banks. Rousseau was born in Geneva in 1712 and Voltaire 
lived nearby from 1755 to 1778. Famous scholars such as Charles 
Bonnet the biologist and Horace-Bénédict de Saussure were born there.
It was, however, divided by civil disturbances between different 
classes and political parties.

The Geneva Revolution of 1792 destroyed the Ancien Régime aristocratic 
government and proclaimed political equality. In 1798 Geneva was 
annexed by France and became the capital of the "Département du Léman" 
but recovered its independence on 31 December 1813 following the 
defeat of Napoleon's armies. In 1815 it entered the Swiss 
Confederation, its Government realising that it could not continue as 
an isolated State. In 1846 the Restoration Government was overthrown 
by a revolution led by James Fazy, which established the Constitution 
by which the Canton of Geneva is still governed.

In the 19th and early 20th centuries Geneva was the home of many 
political refugees. The most famous of them all was Lenin, who lived 
there from 1903 to 1905 and in 1908.

Geneva, a world-oriented city, is also the cradle of the Red Cross; in 
1864 the International Committee for the Relief of the Wounded (now 
the International Committee of the Red Cross (the ICRC)) was founded 
there in pursuance of the idea put forward by Henry Dunant. After 
World War I Geneva was chosen as the headquarters of the League of 
Nations, the precursor of the United Nations. Although the UN was 
transferred to New York in 1945 Geneva is still its European 
headquarters. Many other international governmental and 
non-governmental organisations also have offices there.
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SUMMARY OF THE DEBATES OF THURSDAY 24 OCTOBER

The Bureau of the Conference met on Friday 24 October throughout the 
morning to discuss the procedural aspect of the South African 
question. The Plenary Meeting therefore resumed only at 12.15.

The Delegation of Kenya immediately raised a point of order expressing 
the disappointment of the African delegations (and of the delegations 
of the "77" and non-aligned) over the adjournment of the debate the 
previous evening, and requested that the motion for the immediate 
suspension of the South African governmental delegation be put to the 
vote.

The floor was then given to the President of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross, Mr Alexandre Hay. Emphasizing that he did 
not intend to influence the vote or votes of the Conference and 
pointing out that, given the Fundamental Principles, the ICRC had no 
choice but to condemn apartheid, Mr Hay appealed for careful 
reflection and hoped that the Conference would "take decisions which 
the victims would not hold against it" and that it would remain a 
forum for dialogue in a spirit of concerted determination to strive 
for a more just and human world in the future.

The President of the League, Mr Enrique de la Mata, expressed his 
concern at the turn which the debates had taken, emphasizing the need 
to find a formula and common ground which would satisfy all parties. 
He considered that dialogue was essential to the Movement of the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent and hoped that the delegates would think 
carefully before taking any drastic decisions and that, in the event 
of a vote, they were quite clear as to its nature and its possible 
consequences. He then proposed that the meeting be adjourned so that 
an area of agreement could be found.

A lively debate followed during which several points of order were 
raised on the voting procedure. Certain delegates requested a 
roll-call vote while others preferred a ballot vote.

The Chairman of the Conference informed the meeting of the decision 
which the Bureau had reached during the morning regarding the first 
question raised by the motion. He said that the Bureau had supported 
the conclusion that the Conference was empowered to rule on the 
matter, which solved the first question. The Chairman then asked the 
Assembly which voting procedure it envisaged.

The Secretary General of the Conference then gave a legal 
interpretation of Article 18 of the Rules of the International 
Conference. He stated that a roll-call vote was compulsory if
requested by five delegations and that a ballot vote needed the 
requests of ten delegations. Mr de Tscharner added that in his 
opinion, the article indicated clearly that a ballot vote took precedence 
over a roll-call vote in order to protect the rights of the minority.

A heated debate ensued in which conflicting views were heard. Certain 
delegates argued that the roll-call vote had been requested first and 
others retorted that it was general practice in international forums 
to give precedence to the ballot vote.
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After attempting to close the debate by limiting it to only two 
conflicting views, in accordance with Article 15 of the Rules and 
given the vociferous protests of certain delegations, the Chairman of 
the Conference adjourned the Plenary Meeting at 1.15 p.m. so that the 
Bureau could meet again in an attempt to find an area of understanding 
in the spirit of conciliation advocated by President de la Mata.

Consultations took place throughout the afternoon. Shortly before 7 
p.m., the delegates were informed that the meeting had been adjourned 
until 9a.m. the following morning.

EMERGENCY EVACUATION OF THE CICG
Following an anonymous phone call announcing that a bomb had 
been placed in the CICG the delegates were requested to 
leave the building shortly before 3 p.m. The Security 
Services immediately proceeded to search the premises, and 
finding nothing suspicious, authorized the delegates to 
return to the meeting rooms.

"UNITED FOR HUMANITY": THE CONFERENCE FILM

The Conference Film, "United for Humanity", depicts the situation of 
the Eighties and the broad lines of action and reflection of the 
Movement of the Red Cross and Red Crescent. Now that we are reaching 
the end of the 20th Century, the International Movement of the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent, in other words, the National Societies, the 
League and the ICRC, are striving to meet the needs of the victims of 
natural disasters, serious health problems and the consequences of 
conflicts.

Film orders:

A cassette of the English version of the film will be available at the 
CICG ("Videopoint") as from 25 October. The French and Spanish 
versions will be available for viewing later. Order slips will be 
placed in the pigeonholes at the Videopoint. The cassettes and 16 mm 
films will be delivered during November/December. It is unfortunately 
not technically possible for delegates to take the material away with 
them after the Conference.

Price: "United for Humanity": 16 mm: SFr 600.-
U-Matic: SFr. 85.- 
VHS: SFr. 55.-
Betamax: Sfr. 55.-

In addition, a cassette of the ICRC-American Red Cross co-production 
"To walk again" will also be available at the Videopoint as from next 
week. For the moment there is no English version of the film. Prices 
will be indicated later.

The two films exist in 16 mm (original) and in all video formats and 
standards.
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ERRATUM

There was an error in the announcement of the appointments to the 
Chairs of the Commissions in the Daily Bulletin of 23 October. The 
Chairman of the Commission on International Humanitarian Law (I) is 
not Mr Moussa Sane, as indicated, but Ambassador Alioune SENE, the 
representative of Senegal in Geneva.

THIS BULLETIN IS FOR INFORMATION ONLY

IT DOES NOT CONSTITUTE AN OFFICIAL RECORD

CI/123/25.10.86
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Vote on South Africa

Chairman Boi liger opened the Saturday morning debates by stating 
that the Conference had reached a critical phase and .that 
it was important to save it. Invoking the powers conferred on 
him by Article 13 of the Rules of Procedure of the 
International Conference which authorizes the Chairman to rule 
on a point of order, he informed the Assembly of his decision that 
the motion raised: by- the governmental delegation of Kenya, 
requesting the suspension of the representatives of the 
Government of South Africa from.the XXVth Conference would be 
voted upon by nominal roll. He informed the Assembly that 
if it did not support him in this procedure, it would be 
impossible for him to continue to chair the Conference.
He also enjoined the Assembly to accept the final result of the 
vote, whatever it might be, and to continue its work according 
to the agenda, otherwise he would be compelled to withdraw from 
the Chair.

The Secretary General of the Conference then explained the 
voting procedure as laid down in Article 17 of the Conference 
Rules of Procedure, which stipulates that "each National Society 
and each State represented at the Conference shall have the 
right to one vote; the same shall apply to the International 
Committee and the League (...). Abstentions shall not be taken 
into consideration in determining the majority. The majority 
shall be half the total number of votes cast for or against a 
proposal, pl us one."

He appointed the National Societies of Malaysia and Yugoslavia 
and the Governments of Cameroon and Mexico to supervise the work 
of the tellers.

The results of the voting were as follows :

Total votes cast: 192 (80 National Societies, 111 Governments 
and the League).

Affirmative votes: 159 Delegations.

Negative votes: 25 Delegations.

Abstentions: 8 Delegations.

Required majority: 93 votes.

Fifty-one Delegations, in the majority from National Societies, 
stated that they would not participate. The South African 
governmental delegation and the delegation of the South African 
Red Cross Society also refused to take part in the voting.

The Chairman took note of the results and requested the 
governmental delegation of South Africa to leave the room. As 
he left, the head of the governmental delegation protested 
strongly against the measure which he described as a mockery of 
justice. He said that his Government would take formal note of 
the decision.
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President Hay then took the floor to explain why the ICRC had 
not taken part in the .voting. He declared : "This situation is 
not only without precedent in our Movement, it must furthermore not 
constitute a precedent". Recalling that the suspension of a
State which is party to the Geneva Conventions and legally a 
member of the Conference, runs counter to the Statutes, Mr. Hay 
reiterated that the ICRC upholds the universality of
international humanitarian law and the observance of the rules 
and procedures of the Conference. Finally, he urged delegates 
to look to the future and to start work without delay so that 
the XXVth Conference might accomplish the task for which it had 
been convened.

Some 20 delegations, certain of them on behalf of groups of 
countries, explained their votes. The governmental 
representative of Kenya, who had proposed the motion, thanked 
those delegates who had supported it, describing the outcome of 
the vote as "a positive step forward in the long struggle to 
eradicate apartheid". He recalled that the African States were 
determined to fight the racist regime in South Africa by all 
available means. One delegate who had voted in favour of the 
motion declared that the decision marked a turning point in the 
history of the Red Cross and that the latter should adapt to the 
changing world situation.

The delegations who had opposed the motion or had not taken part 
in the voting, based their stance on the illegal nature of the 
voting which violated the Statutes, the Rules and the Fundamental 
Principles of the Red Cross. They also stressed the adverse effects 
that the decision would have on Red Cross activities, particularly 
ICRC activities in the field and, consequently, on the victims who 
were so badly in need of protection and assistance. Numerous 
delegations expressed their fears as to the difficulties that the 
South African Red Cross was liable to come up against in carrying 
out its activities.
Generally speaking, it was deeply deplored that political 
considerations had taken precedence over the rules and 
humanitarian considerations which should be the sole guide of 
the Red Cross.

Two speakers appealed to the Conference to embark upon the Agenda, in
order to maintain the credibility of the Movement, in the eyes not 
only of the public at large but also of the hundreds of thousands of 
volunteers represented by each National Society. Several speakers 
deplored that they had had to vote on such a motion and criticised 
decision of the Chair and the procedure followed.

Point of order for the adjournement of the Conference

The delegation of the Australian Red Cross raised a point of order 
for the adjournement of the Conference sine die, since the prevailing 
climate was not conducive to constructive work. Sixteen delegations 
supported the proposal that the motion be voted on by ballot. The 
Australian delegate justified his proposal, expressing his profound 
disagreement with what had preceded and pointed out that if the motion 
were rejected, his delegation would nonetheless participate in the 
work of the Conference right up to the end.
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Recalling Article 15, Chairman Bolliger gave the floor to one delegation 
speaking in favour of the motion (British Red Cross) and one delegation 
speaking against (Governmental Delegation of Colombia). For the vote 
which followed, the tellers who had officiated at the previous vote, 
were again appointed.

Of the 238 ballots deposited, 235 were declared valid. The motion was 
rejected by 178 votes to 52, with 5 abstentions. The required majority 
was 116 votes.

End of the first plenary meeting

The Assembly was then able to proceed to the remaining items of the 
agenda. It approved the report of the Council of Delegates, presented 
by Mr Alexander Hay, President of the ICRC, and that of the Standing 
Commission, read by its Chairman, Dr Ahmad Abu-Goura.

The delegates also endorsed the nominations to the two Commissions.

Finally, the Secretary General explained the procedure for the 
submission of applications for membership of the Standing Commission. 
He recalled that candidates should submit their applications - with 
curriculum vitae - before 9.00 a.m. on 29 October. He expressed the 
wish that the equitable geographical distribution in force since the 
1973 International Conference be maintained, and proposed that the 
rule of relative majority be applied as from the second round of 
voting.

New Schedule

At the proposal of the Secretary General, the following 
programme of meetings is suggested :

Work of the COMMISSIONS : 27, 28 and 29 October

Preparation of reports : Thursday 30 October

PLENARY MEETINGS AND CLOSURE : 31 October and 1 November
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VIDEO-CLIP "SMALL ADS FOR PEACE"

For 1986, International Year of Peace, the French Red Cross 
conducted a survey on this theme among young people.

Among the results is a video-tape entitled "Small Ads for 
Peace", prepared on the basis of an idea supplied by young 
people.

This clip features five children from five ethnic groups. 
It records an exchange of simple everyday messages by young 
people from countries at war and countries at peace. It is 
a peace message for all races. The French version can be 
viewed on request, at the Video Stand, Main Lobby - 
Duration : 3'15".

For copies of the video-tape apply to :

CROIX-ROUGE FRANÇAISE - SERVICE JEUNESSE
1 place Henry Dunant
75008 PARIS - Telephone 40.70.10.10. Poste 591.

Publications Stand

A stand presenting the publications of the Red Cross Movement (League, 
ICRC, National Societies) has been set up in the CICG entrance hall.

Amongst other publications, delegates can obtain Henry Dunant's famous 
work "A Memory of Solferino", the latest issue of the International 
Review of the Red Cross as well as, the complete text of the 
Additional Protocols, and booklets designed to disseminate international 
humanitarian law.



A CULTURAL STROLL : GENEVA'S MUSEUMS

Geneva possesses numerous museums and private collections located 
on either side of the Rhone. On your way to the main museums you 
will discover the City's major monuments.

On the left bank, the Natural History Museum on the Route de Malagnou, 
one of the most modern in Europe, houses a collection of animals in 
their natural environment, and exhibits covering different aspects of 
the natural sciences. Nearby is the WATCH AND CLOCK MUSEUM which has 
a unique collection of clocks, enamelled watches and musical boxes 
from the XVIIIth century to the present day. On the way back down, 
you will pass in front of the Russian Orthodox Church on your way to 
the BAUR COLLECTION in the Rue Munier-Romi1ly where you can admire a 
beautifully displayed collection of porcelain, and jade and lacquered 
objects from China and Japan. A little further on, in the Rue Lefort, 
is the MUSEUM OF ANCIENT MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS almost all of which are 
still usable. Finally, in the same part of town, stands the imposing 
building which houses the MUSEUM OF ART AND HISTORY with 
collections of antiques and coins, and an exhibition of XIVth and 
XVth century Swiss furniture. The masterpiece of the museum is 
Claude Witz's famous altar-piece "The miracle of the fishes", dating 
back to 1444, which depicts Christ walking on the waters ... of 
Lake Geneva I The museum also houses the CABINET DES ESTAMPES 
(a collection of prints) and the ART AND ARCHEOLOGY LIBRARY.

Crossing the Parc des Bastions you will pass in front of the Palais 
Eynard, named after the citizen who helped Greece in its struggle for 
freedom in the early XIXth century. A little further on to the left 
you will see the main building of Geneva University with the 
JEAN-JACQUES ROUSSEAU MUSEUM and the HTSTORICALHUSEUM OF THE 
REFORMATION. The Reformation is again the subject of a monumental 
sculpture one hundred metres long, to the memory of the great 
figures of the protestant religion. Next, you will come to the Place 
Neuve, bordered by the Conservatory of Music and the Grand-Theatre 
(opera house). In the middle of the square stands a statue of 
General Dufour, one of the co-founders of the Red Cross, and a bust 
of Henry Dunant.

Finally, for lovers of primitive art, there are the MUSEUM OF 
ETHNOGRAPHY and the BARBIER-MULLER collection which exhibit sumptuous 
collections from Africa, Asia, Oceania and the Americas.

There is not enough space in the bulletin to list all the historical 
nomuments to be found on the hill where the Vieille Ville (the Old 
City) stands, but the following sites, all within easy reach of 
St Peter1s Cathedral, the heart of the Old City, should not be missed : 
the auditoire Calvin, the beautiful Agrippa d'Aubigne Promenade, the 
Place du Grand Mezel, the old Arsenal and the Hotel de Ville (Town Hall) 
Also worth seeing is the outstanding architecture of St Germain 
Church in the siue des Granges with its fine but austere patrician 
houses. Finally, as from 30 October, you will be able to visit a 
NEW MUSEUM - the Maison Tavel which depicts daily life as it was in 
the Old Geneva.
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Now cross over to the right bank either by the Mont Blanc bridge 
at one end of which stands the National Monument commemorating 
Geneva's union with Switzerland in 1814, or by the Pont des Bergues. 
From here, looking towards the lake you will see the Ile Rousseau,- 
once a bastion of defence. The illustrious citizen of Geneva, Jean- 
Jacques Rousseau used to stroll on this island where his statue 
still stands and where the swans and ducks come to nest ! Walking 
along the Quai Besançon-Hugues you will come to the Tour de 11 lie. 
This tower is the last remaining vestige of a chateau dating back to 
1219. It was here that Philibert Berthelier, an ardent defender of 
Geneva's freedom was beheaded in 1519 (statue). On the other side of 
the Rhone, walk up the Rue de Coutance with its famous market, stop 
and visit the St Gervais Church, the oldest in Geneva, then turn 
right and go down bustling Rue du Mont Blanc. On reaching the lake, 
stop and photograph the Brunswick monument as many millions of 
tourists have done before you. The monument houses the tomb of the 
Duke of Brunswick who bequeathed his fortune to Geneva.

Your cultural stroll will end at the "Delices", once the estate of 
the great philosopher and man of letters, Voltaire. The residence in 
which he lived from 1755-65 now houses the little known VOLTAIRE 
INSTITUTE AND MUSEUM.

A CURIOSITY : THE FLOWER CLOCK

The flower clock on the Promenade du Lac, created in 1955, attracts 
the admiration of the thousands of tourists who visit Geneva each 
year.

It should be remembered that Geneva was the cradle of the Swiss watch
making industry which has achieved world renown for the quality and 
elegance of its clocks and watches.

In the 18th century there wasn't a single statesman or fashionable 
lady who did not possess a watch from Geneva. The same period also 
saw the birth of the jewellery watch, decorated with precious enamels 
by miniaturist painters.

With such a tradition, Geneva felt bound to commemorate its role in 
the watch-making industry. Hence, the flower clock which is also a 
reminder of Geneva's beautiful parks and their many and varied 
carefully-tended flower beds.

The flower clock on the Promenade du Lac has the largest second-hand 
in the world - over 2m50 long. The technical difficulties involved 
in ensuring its accuracy were daunting, for example, the distance 
which the tip of the hand has to cover to mark each second is very 
nearly 27 cm. The clock's total circumference is 15m70. It was created 
on the initiative of the Geneva Tourist Board with the financial 
assistance of the Watch-makers Union of the cantons of Geneva and Vaud.

Some 6.300 different plant varieties are used each time the clock is 
re-decorated.
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COMMISSION I

Commission I on International Humanitarian Law commenced its work on 
Monday 27 October. It began by endorsing the Plenary meeting's 
proposals for the election of the Bureau. The Chairman of the Commis
sion is Mr Alioune Sene (Senegalese Governmental representative): the 
Vice-Chairman: Judge Darrell D. Jones (Canadian Red Cross) and Chief 
Justice Abdul Hamid (Malaysian Red Cross): Rapporteur: Major Ali 
Hassan Quoreshi (Bangladesh Red Cross).

The Commission appointed Mesdames Brigitte Lacroix, Lucienne Phillips 
and Mr Dominique Borel as secretaries.

The drafting committee will be composed of representatives from the 
following countries: Algeria, Denmark, Spain and the Soviet Union.

In his introductory statement, the Chairman of the Commission, Mr 
Alioune Sene, expressed the hope that after a difficult start, the 
Conference would now embark upon constructive work in the interests of 
international humanitarian law. Mr Sene said how proud and how moved 
he was as an African to be chairing the Commission, adding that it was 
the first time that such a honour had been bestowed upon a representa
tive of a State Party to the Geneva Conventions. Before giving the 
floor to Mr Hay for his report, Mr Sene recalled the growing im
portance of international humanitarian law in today's troubled world, 
drawing attention to the efforts made over more than a century to 
develop this law and recalling the ICRC's Appeal for Humanitarian 
Mobilization launched in January 1985. In conclusion, he hoped that 
the Commission, which was embarking upon its tasks on 27 October, the 
day of truce requested by Pope John-Paul II, would also carry out its 
work in a spirit which was conducive to peace.

REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE ICRC

The President of the ICRC, Mr Alexandre Hay, in an address lasting 
almost one hour, gave an account of the activities of the ICRC and the 
humanitarian problems which it had come up against over the past five 
years, since the XXIVth International Conference of the Red Cross 
(Manila, 1981).

Mr Hay began by referring to the deterioration of the world political 
situation, characterized by a growing number of conflicts which were 
becoming increasingly protracted, causing a substantial increase in 
the ICRC's activities in the field. At the same time, serious and 
repeated violations of international humanitarian law had been noted 
on the part of signatory states which were exacerbating the distress 
of the victims needing protection and making the ICRC's humanitarian 
mission extremely difficult, and in certain cases, impossible to carry 
out. Mr Hay specifically mentioned violations of the Illrd Geneva 
Convention on the Protection of Prisoners of War, pointing out that 
the latter were too often used as hostages by the belligerents, or 
simply deprived of any kind of protection because of refusals to allow 
the ICRC to visit the camps where they were detained.
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The President of the ICRC went on to describe a number of conflicts 
which were a source of particular concern from the humanitarian point 
of view: in approximately ten cases, despite the applicability of 
theGeneva Conventions, the ICRC had been unable to carry out its 
mandate of protecting the victims, and in approximately six other 
cases it had only been able to carry out its mandate in part. For 
such situations as a whole, President Hay considered that it was 
"normal that the International Conference should concern itself with 
the ICRC's possibilities of action" and extended his support in this 
matter, since these conflicts are covered by the Geneva Conventions 
and it is incumbent upon signatory states not only to respect the law 
but also to ensure that it is respected.

Mr Hay then turned to situations of internal strife and tension. Such 
situations are not covered by the Geneva Conventions. However, the 
ICRC may intervene in accordance with its right of initiative 
recognized by the Statutes of the International Red Cross. The 
International Committee was also encountering difficulties in these 
situations and needed the active support of the Conference.

Finally, President Hay recalled that in all civilizations, cultures 
and political systems, there existed moral, religious, ideological, 
ethical and political imperatives which demanded respect for those who 
cannot or are no longer able to fight, and which called for humane 
treatment of such persons. "Humanitarian law is ultimately mankind's 
right to survival (...) This safeguard of mankind should constitute 
one of the cardinal objectives of states and men, should be the object 
of a collective strategy, should be included in international negotia
tions and agreements and supported by the public conscience", 
concluded Mr Hay, recalling the "Appeal for Humanitarian Mobilization" 
launched by the ICRC on 10 January 1985.

"This Appeal is as relevant today as it was yesterday and it is 
imperative that it be answered. It is to be hoped that this Confer
ence will attempt to provide that response with the strength and 
serenity which should attend all important matters, bearing in mind 
the responsibilities it holds towards the future".

The time remaining until the mid-day break was taken up by a number of 
lengthy statements from several governmental delegations and National 
Societies. Some of them referred to the world situation, and others 
to specific armed conflicts. However, the delegations were inter
rupted on several occasions by points of order requesting the Commis
sion to keep to the subject of the agenda item and to avoid political 
controversy.

FOUR KEY IDEAS

The statements of the second part of the day dealt largely with four 
key ideas raised by the report of the President of the ICRC on the 
application of international humanitarian law.

- 3 -



Several delegations stressed that, faced with the threat of the 
proliferation of nuclear weapons, humanitarian law was very fragile 
and that the Movement of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, in 
conjunction with the whole international community, should direct its 
action and reflection more towards seeking the means to prevent armed 
conflicts. However, some delegations considered that this would be 
liable to draw the Red Cross into a domain which was essentially a 
matter for governments. It was emphasized that, although the nuclear 
threat was often referred to, the weapons in question were in fact 
deterrents which are not used in present day conflicts, whereas, since 
the Second World War, the conventional weapons used in numerous 
conflicts throughout the globe have been responsible for millions of 
victims. Some speakers considered that the Red Cross should 
therefore concern itself more with the problem of the use of certain 
conventional weapons some of which are already prohibited.

A number of delegations considered that the disarmament issue should 
be linked to the Red Cross' contribution to peace. In this 
connection, it was suggested that the conclusions of the Second World 
Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent on Peace 
(Aaland/Stockholm, October 1984) which were adopted by consensus at 
the meeting of the Council of Delegates on 22 October, should be 
adopted by consensus at the plenary meeting of the International 
Conference. To this end, several delegations emphasized that young 
people could play a cardinal role if the necessary efforts were made 
to teach them these notions and the principles and ideals of the Red 
Cross.

Several delegates considered that the dissemination of international 
humanitarian law should be directed first and foremost to the 
combatants of the armed forces. Indeed, it had been noted that in 
many cases, violations of international humanitarian law were due to 
a misappreciation of the rules in force. More widespread 
dissemination would therefore contribute to limiting these exactions. 
To the same end, it was also proposed that, once peace was restored, 
humanitarian law should be studied in conjunction with human rights.

Finally, several delegations addressed the issue of the protection of 
children in modern armed conflicts. Children, like the rest of the 
civilian population, are the victims who are the most affected by 
modern warfare. It was further pointed out, that in many countries, 
children of an increasingly young age are recruited into the armed 
forces. The protection provided for in the Geneva Conventions and 
additional Protocol I are proving insufficient. The Convention on 
the protection of children currently being formulated in the United 
Nations constitutes a measure of progress, but it would be 
appropriate to add provisions for situations of armed conflict if 
the texts are to be really effective. It was therefore proposed that 
the Red Cross should contribute to the work currently under way in the 
United Nations to complete the Convention on the protection of 
children in all circumstances.
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COMMISSION II ACCEPTS REVISED STATUTES ANDRULES OF PROCEDURE

Commission II held 
began by accepting 
officers :

its first session yesterday, Monday 27 October. It 
the Conference's proposals for the election of its

Chairman: Dr Mario Vi 1laruel

Vice-Chairmen: Mr Leon Stubbings
Mr Dawit Zawde

Rapporteur: Dr Nezha Nesh Nash (for Point 2)
Mr Reszo Sztuchlik

It named as Secretaries Mrs Yolande Camporini (for Point 2) and 
Mr Paul-Olivier Valloton.

On assuming the chair, Dr Villaruel told the Commission it was called 
on to play a "historic role in the life of the Movement", since it had 
to approve its new statutes and rules of procedure for the Conference. 
The Commission set up a drafting committee for this revision, composed 
of representatives from the National Society delegations of USA, 
Colombia, Pakistan and Poland. It decided to remove Point 3, on 
regulations on the use of the emblem, from its agenda and to refer 
Point 5, on the International Red Cross and Refugees, to Commission I.

STATUTES DEBATE

The revision of the Statutes of the International Red Cross and of the 
Rules of Procedure of the International Conference of the Red Cross 
were presented to the Commission by Mrs S. Spiljak, Co-Chairmen of the 
League/ICRC Working Group that had prepared the draft.

Mrs Spiljak explained the proposals represented a consensus of four 
years' work, to which, in one way or another, all components of the 
International Red Cross had contributed. They offered a "wide humani
tarian platform" that would greatly facilitate the work of the differ
ent elements of the Red Cross. In adopting them, she said, the 
Conference would make a "significant contribution to the problems 
facing the world today".

Among their innovations, Mrs Spiljak pointed out a new title for the 
Movement, with two equal emblems "reflecting the new reality in our 
family"; a formal recognition of the role of National Societies, "the 
base of our Movement"; and the inclusion of the Movement's commitment 
to the promotion of lasting peace.

Over 30 delegates took the floor. Almost without exception they urged 
the adoption of the draft as presented, without any amendments, and by 
consensus. Although it had its imperfections, they said, it repre
sented a definite step forward. Many speakers warned that if the 
Commission were to begin debating amendments, they, in their turn, 
would have changes to propose.
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Some delegations indicated specific gaps or weaknesses in the texts. 
Members of the joint commission replied that many of these points had 
been the subject of lengthy debate during their sessions. Several 
speakers pointed out that the draft did not tackle the problems that 
had faced this Conference in its first plenary session.

The delegation of Israel stated that the Red Shield of David was still 
"bereft of the right of full membership in the worldwide movement". 
He could not approve the proposed document, since it enshrined "an 
unjust situation", but he would not oppose a consensus decision.

After a resounding appeal by one speaker to the Commission to seize 
the opportunity to demonstrate the unity of the Movement, after the 
traumatic events of the past few days, the meeting rose to its feet to 
approve the draft by acclamation.

FINANCIAL RESOLUTIONS

The Commission's afternoon session was devoted to financial questions. 
It approved by consensus two Resolutions on the financing of the ICRC, 
by National Societies and governments. Both urge increased support 
for the Committee's work. The Resolution on National Societies' 
contributions includes the establishment of a rate fixing the 
Societies overall voluntary contribution to the ICRC's regular budget. 
The one on government contributions, besides its appeal to all states 
party to the Geneva Conventions, appoints 12 National Societies to 
membership of the Commission for the Financing of the ICRC, whose 
Chairman, Dr. Guillermo Rueda Montana, presented the two drafts.

In the debate preceding the adoption of the Resolutions, numerous 
speakers voiced their appreciation of the work of the Committee, but 
pointed to economic factors that made material support difficult or 
impossible.

When the Commission turned to a report on "the financing of League 
programmes by governments through National Societies" it was told by 
the League's Treasurer General that the limited support to League 
development programmes was "a serious concern", especially in Africa. 
Secretary General Hans Hoegh pointed to the "striking imbalance" 
between donations for relief and development — 95 percent 5 percent 
in 1985.

Yet, he said, the best contribution to peace and development donors 
could make was by strengthening the development capacity and structure 
of Societies. The report was adopted by consensus.

After renewing the mandates of the two League representatives on the 
Council of the Foundation for the ICRC the Commission accepted updated 
regulations for the Empress Shôken Fund and an extension of the 
programmes it supports. The Fund, which celebrates its 75th 
anniversary next year, has distributed CHF 1.3 million to 38 National 
Societies, in the course of its existence.
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LEBANON APPEALS FOR BLOOD
iI

A desperate appeal for blood and plasma for war wounded in the 
Lebanon was launched to delegates at the International 
Conference yesterday. Lebanese Red Cross spokeswoman, Eva 
Serhal, told the Commission II meeting: "We can no longer 
answer calls for help . Our stocks are exhausted, our blood 
banks have been pillaged. We do not even have enough plastic 
bags to collect blood in". She added: "We are the only 
organisation supplying blood, without distinction, all over the 
country".

S.O.S BADGES

Delegates are urgently requested to remember to bring their badges 
with them each morning, since the registration service is running out 
of stocks to replace them.

PIGEONHOLE PLEA

Please check your pigeon hole daily. The front desk appeals to all 
delegates to collect their mail, documents, etc., regularly each day, 
AND to let them know when you are leaving, so that distribution can be 
stopped.

LOOKING AHEAD

Paper, string and a work table will be made available in the main hall 
to all delegates who want to mail home documents. Parcels can be 
handed in to the Post office in the Conference Centre. Its opening 
hours are 8.00 a.m. to 12.00 and 1.45 p.m. to 5.45. p.m.

Concert at the Cathedral St. Pierre

The Council of State of the Republic and Canton of Geneva and the 
Administrative Council of the City of Geneva invites all delegates of 
the XXVth International Conference to a concert of classical music.

The concert will take place on Tuesday, 28 October at 8.15 p.m. in 
the Cathedral St. Pierre. The programme will include works for flute 
and organ, by composers ranging from J. S. Bach to Frank Martin, 
performed by flautist Thierry Fischer, and Pierre Segond, the 
Cathedral organist.
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Following the concert, there will be a reception at the Palais Eynard 
(close to the Cathedral).

From 7.30 p.m., a special bus service will be provided to take 
delegates from their respective hotels to the Cathedral. At the end 
of the evening, the buses will pick delegates up in front of the 
Palais Eynard to take them back to their hotels.

The Cathedral is heated. However, in view of the autumnal 
temperatures a coat or woollen jacket is advised.

TODAY AT THE VIDEO STAND: “TO WALK AGAIN"

"TO WALK AGAIN", the ICRC - American Red Cross co-production can be 
viewed on request at the video stand, today, Tuesday, 28 October.

The film shows ICRC action for invalids, at its Zimbabwe orthopedic 
centre and its centre for paraplegics in Pakistan. Only the English 
version is currently available, but French and Spanish versions are 
to follow. As already stated, the price of the film is not yet 
known. The film exists in 16 mm (original) and all standard video 
formats.

SOME FAMOUS SWISS CITIZENS

Despite its small size, Switzerland has bred many famous citizens who 
have earned their renown in a number of fields. First, the Swiss 
national hero, William Tell who, although he may have been no more 
than a legend, was nonethless responsible for the creation of the 
Swiss Confederation by causing the cantons of Uri, Schwytz and Unterwald 
to unite against the Austrian oppressor. But William Tell is most ' 
renowned for an act of bravery : when ordered to prove his skill with 
the cross-bow, he managed to target an apple placed on his son's head 
without wounding him.

However, Switzerland claims illustrious men of less uncertain origins 
in the field of science. For example, the prestigious Basel dynasty 
of the BERNOUILLIS who, in the XVIIth and XVIIIth centuries studied 
the calculation of the infinitesimal, the calculation of probability, the 
theory of numbers and physics. Another citizen of Basel, LEONHARD EULER 
(1707 - 1783) has been described as the greatest mathematical genius of 
the century. The Bernese, JAKOB STEINER, invented so-called "synthetic" 
geometry which is still accepted today. HORACE BENEDICT DE SAUSSURE, 
citizen of Geneva, a physicist who was most renowned as being the first 
scientist to scale Mont Blanc in 1786. Finally, nearer home, the 
PICCARDS (father and son) who are still remembered for their balloon 
ascents into the stratosphere and their underwater explorations in a 
"batyscaphe". The field of medecine boasts, amongst others, the pioneer 
of modern anatomy, ALBRECHT DE HALLER (1707 - 1777), the Vaudois 
ALEXANDRE YERSIN who isolated the plague bacillus in 1894, and OSKAR 
BIRCHER - BRENNER the inventor of the famous "bircher-muesli, a
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nourishing mixture of cereals and raw fruit. Finally, there is the 
renowned Swiss psychologist, Professor JEAN PIAGET.

Then there are the great thinkers, such as NICOLAS DE FLUE who helped 
restore peace to Eastern Switzerland in the troubled XVth century; 
the Zurich Reformer, HULDRYCH ZWINGLI whose beliefs were stamped 
with unyielding morality, the lay thinkers Jean-Jacques Rousseau 
whose music is still sung even if his ideas are no longer applied, 
and DENIS DE ROUGEMONT whose writings on the future of Europe were 
often well in advance to their time.

It is impossible to mention the arts in the early XXth century in 
French-speaking Switzerland without evoking the talented group of 
friends of the writer CHARLES-FERDINAND RAMUZ : painters, poets 
and musicians such as RENE AUBERJONOIS, CHARLES-ALBERT CINGRIA and 
RENE MORAX and of course, the conductor ERNEST ANSERMET who was 
undoubtely the leading expert on the interpretation of French music 
(particularly Debussy and Ravel) and the friend of artists such as 
Igor Stravinsky, the painter Picasso and the choreographer Diaghilev. 
A few decades later, music was still well represented by ARTHUR 
HONNEGGER and FRANK MARTIN.

Two images to conclude ; first, the slender women walking into 
infinity by ALBERTO GIACOMETTI one of the most famous sculptors 
of the XXth century, and the effigy of the one hundred Swiss franc 
note by Ticino architect FRANCESCO BORROMINI who also designed 
numerous classical-style palaces and churches in Rome.

Of course, modesty prevented us from mentioning the most famous 
Swiss citizen of all : Henry Dunant - but then everybody knows him 1
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COMMISSION I

The debate on agenda item 2.1 of Commission I (Respect of 
International Humanitarian Law and the Report of ICRC Activity) took 
place during the morning of Tuesday, 28 October. Some 20 speakers 
took the floor. The majority of them evoked President Hay's 
statement, and urged the Conference to find the means of strengthening 
the mechanisms for the application of the Geneva Conventions and, by 
extension, of facilitating or allowing ICRC action in current 
situations of conflict. In this connection, several delegations 
supported the draft resolution annexed to the report of the President 
of the ICRC, entitled "Action by the ICRC for persons protected by the 
Geneva Conventions", referring to the totality of the situations 
mentioned in the report on the activity of the International 
Commi ttee.

The various issues raised during the debate included the mention by 
one delegation of the threat posed to International Humanitarian Law 
by terrorism, and of the need to seek humanitarian and legal solutions 
to the phenomenon of "dehumanization".

One speaker (an observer) also drew the Commission's attention to the 
worrying situation of journalists on dangerous missions, for whom 
legal protection is still inadequate.

In order to save time and facilitate the work of the Commission, it 
was proposed that the different draft resolutions be discussed in 
working groups and, as far as possible, that their texts be harmonized 
so that the delegates would only have to deliberate on a limited 
number of draft resolutions.

For agenda item 2.1, the working group is composed of the delegates 
of the USSR, United States, Indonesia, Argentina, Denmark, France, the 
representatives of the National Societies of Libya and Zimbabwe, and 
the ICRC.

RESOLUTION ON THE ADDITIONAL PROTOCOLS

Mr. Hans-Peter Gasser of the ICRC then presented the next item of the 
agenda, namely the status of the signatures, ratifications and 
accessions to the Additional Protocols to the Geneva Conventions of 
1949.

He recalled the work of the Diplomatic Conference of 1974-77 which had 
enabled the two Protocols to be drawn up and whose main achievement 
had been to reinforce the obligation of States to protect the civilian 
population against the effects of hostilities. Mr. Gasser also 
mentioned the ICRC's efforts over the past few years to encourage 
States to ratify the new texts. These tests were supported by 
intergovernmental organizations such as the United Nations, the 
Organization of African Unity and the Council of Europe. In 
conclusion, he pointed out that 64 States were bound by Protocol I 
(applicable in the case of international armed conflict) and 57 by 
Protocol II (applicable in cases of non-international armed conflict).
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An intense debate followed, during which approximately 30 delegations 
took the floor to explain the positions of their respective 
governments on the matter. Some 10 delegates stated that their 
governments were putting the finishing touches to national procedures 
leading to the ratification either of both protocols, or of 
Protocol I, or of Protocol II.

Several speakers considered that the formulation of the Protocols 
completing the 1949 Geneva Conventions and adapting International 
Humanitarian Law to modern armed conflicts constituted a step forward. 
Two delegations, however, justified their opposition to Protocol I by 
evoking on the one hand, the extension of the scope of International 
Humanitarian Law to cover so-called wars of national liberation and, 
on the other, the granting of the status of prisoner of war to 
irregular combatants in the event of capture, which, they considered, 
would be liable to weaken the protection of the civilian population.

In his statement, the President of the ICRC, Mr. Alexander Hay, 
pointed out that, on the contrary, the Geneva Conventions and their 
Additional Protocols "represent the most complete and coherent set of 
rules prohibiting recourse to acts of terrorism at the international 
level", adding that "anyone resorting to acts of terrorism in an armed 
conflict will always be guilty of violating International Humanitarian 
Law". Mr. Hay also pointed out that, in the eyes of the ICRC, the 
Protocols constituted substantial progress in Humanitarian Law even if 
the texts were not perfect. The fact that a third of the 
international community was currently banned by the Protocols was also 
an encouraging sign.

The Commission then adopted by acclamation a resolution presented by 
the Governmental Deleations of Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and 
Sweden and supported by the ICRC. The resolution:

appeals to all States Parties to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 
to consider becoming Party also to the Additional Protocols at 
the earliest possible date,

cal Is upon all States becoming Parties to Protocol I to consider 
making the declaration provided for under Article 90 of that 
Protocol,

requests the ICRC, within it statutory mandate and in 
co-operation with the National Societies, to promote knowledge of 
the Additional Protocols for the purpose of realizing the above 
objectives.

MEDICAL TRANSPORT : CONFERENCE BACKING

The theme of the identification of medical transport in time of armed 
conflict was presented by Mr.Yves Sandoz of the ICRC, who referred to 
the ICRC's efforts to improve the protection of such transport in 
consultation with governmental technical experts on naval matters, 
and with specialist international organizations. Mr. Sandoz asked the 
Conference to support the continuance of this work.
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A resolution submitted by the ICRC was adopted by consensus. It calls 
upon governments to examine the proposals for more effective protec
tion of medical transport (and in particular the proposal for the 
preparation of a technical handbook to facilitate practical applica
tion of the Ilnd Geneva Convention) and gives the ICRC its support 
for continued action on this subject.

DISSEMINATION OF KNOWLEDGE OF INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW

A report on the dissemination of knowledge of international humanita
rian law since the last International Conference (Manila, 1981) was 
presented by the ICRC and the League jointly. It informed the dele
gates of the great efforts made all over the world to reach the eight 
target publics, and of the Third Programme of Action for 1986 - 1990. 
The ICRC representative also reported on the large numbers of courses 
and seminars on the law of war for officers of the armed forces, held in 
particular at the San Remo Institute.

The ICRC representative drew attention to the fact that disseminati 
of such knowledge was obligatory for the States Parties to the Gene 
Conventions and for the Red Cross; and the League delegate said tha 
the general public and young people were priority target publics fo 
the League and its member National Societies.

Some 15 delegates then reported on their work for such disseminatio 
in their own countries among members of the Red Cross, the armed 
forces, universities, schools and other target groups. Several of 
these delegations praised the moral value to young people of dis
semination of knowledge of international humanitarian law. the 
Lebanese Red Cross representative described in detail-the difficult 
and achievements of a dissemination programme carried out in the 
trying conditions of a country at war. The Third Programme of Acti 
was given considerable support in the course of the discussions.

COMMISSION 2 : POLICIES IN EMERGENCIES AND DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIETIES

Commission 2 spent its morning session yesterday in a study of ICRC/ 
League policies in emergency situations, and rules for relief operations. 
A joint ICRC/League document presenting nutritional policies and 
principles for donation of medical supplies in emergencies was put 
before the meeting, together with two resolutions calling for compliance 
with their main tenets.

Dr Andrei Kisselev (League) introduced the nutrition policies. They 
reflected, he said, a general philosophy, the current state of knowledge 
and practical feasibility.

Some twenty speakers took the floor to voice their support for the 
proposed policies. Many, speaking from first hand experience, stressed 
the importance of harmonising emergency nutrition programmes with 
national policies and programmes, where these exist of using available 
nutrition expertise at national and international level and of drawing 
foodstock from the local markets or neighbouring countries, for reasons 
of speed, suitability and economy.
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A number of government delegations took issue with the inflexible 
phrasing of the resolution. This point was referred to the drafting 
commission and the resolution approved by consensus.

Dr Remi Russbach (ICRC) presented the principles governing medical 
supplies. He insisted on the need to'-harmonize and rationalize the 
despatch of medicines and medical supplies, in view of the increasing 
numbers and scale of emergency operations. "Better preparation is 
indispensable", he said, "if volunteers are to be free to do their 
work properly."

Several National Society speakers from disaster stricken countries 
spoke of the "nightmare" situation brought about by the despatch of 
badly labelled, badly packed, out of date and unsuitable medicines 
during a disaster.

Suggestions for rewording were referred to the drafting committee and 
the resolution was approved by consensus.

After adopting a report on ICRC relief operations the Commission turned 
to three proposed amendments to the "Principles and Rules for Red Cross 
Disaster Relief", all seeking to reinforce reporting, and particularly 
financial reporting measures. Supporting the proposals, delegates 
stressed that clear accountability was essential for the credibility of 
the Red Cross and for continuing confidence among contributors. The 
Commission adopted all three amendments.

DEVELOPMENT OF NATIONAL SOCIETIES AS A CONTRIBUTION TO 
NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

In presenting a report by the Secretariat of the League of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies, the Secretary General, Mr Hans HOEGH, said 
development of the National Societies was essential to the future of 
the Movement. Mr Hoegh expressed his satisfaction at the financial 
steps already taken by certain donor Societies, who have assigned a 
proportion of their resources for the development of sister Societies 
in developing countries. He also stressed the necessity for the Red 
Cross to concentrate its aid on the most vulnerable countries.
A representative of the ICRC gave a resume of the situation and of 
ICRC work accomplished in this domain, and made particular reference 
to the fact that, in the case of conflicts, the ICRC sought to 
increase the capacity of the National Society concerned to take action. 
This Society should however, have a certain basic structure and 
capacity to intervene and should be recognized as being a neutral 
partner in discussion by the parties to the conflict. Upon 
re-establishment of peace, it would be for the ICRC to determine, in 
conjunction with the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, 
the level of aid to be continued.

During the course of this debate, in which approximately twenty 
delegations took part, the delegates sought to define their 
understanding of development.

Some speakers urged the Red Cross to orientate its activities toward 
a general raising of the standard of living and living conditions, 
which would be a concrete contribution to the reinforcement and 
maintenance of peace.
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Other delegations considered that the activities of a National Society 
should form part of a more global economic and social development 
framework of the country in which they were carried out.
The attention of the Assembly was drawn to the fact that the Red Cross 
action should not replace State action but that it should the pioneer 
in activities that could subsequently become the responsibility 
of the public authorities.

Certain delegations intervened to remind the Assembly of the financial 
implications of the development of National Societies and of the draft 
resolution submitted to the delegates in this regard. The League 
Treasurer then made reference to the necessity for those Societies 
receiving development aid to draw up plans so that precise cost estimates 
could be made.

After these statements, the Assembly unanimously adopted the Report of 
the League and the Draft Resolution requesting governments as well as 
all the components of the Red Cross to intensify their efforts in 
support of the development of the National Societies.

REPORT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE LEAGUE

Shortly after the mid-day break, Mrs. Pia-Maria Fanfani who had just 
returned from the Assisi Day of Prayer, read out to the Assembly the 
letter sent by Mr. Enrico de la Mata, President of the League, marking 
the occasion. She then handed to the Chairman of the Commission an 
olive branch which Pope John-Paul II had given to her as a symbol of 
peace.

The report of the General Assembly of the League, giving an account of 
the activities of the Federation of the National Societies between 
1981 and 1986, was heard with great satisfaction, particularly as the 
league had decided to engage in development programmes as the main 
thrust of its activities over the coming years.

The Assembly also unanimously adopted the draft resolution to increase 
assistance to children in emergency situations.
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RECEPTION DESK TO CLOSE BRIEFLY TODAY

The reception desk in the main lobby will close briefly today, 
from 10.00 to 11.30, for distribution purposes. Normal service 
will then be resumed for the rest of the day.

MISSING DOCUMENTS - FILES GO ASTRAY

A large red file of National Society addresses has been removed from 
the reception desk in the main lobby. If anyone sgots it lying around 
they are kindly requested to return it immediately to the desk, since 
it is the service's working file.

A similar red address file, and a series of photos on a project in 
Bangladesh, were removed from the CHILD ALIVE exhibition stand on 
Saturday. Anyone finding them is asked to return them to the reception 
desk or the stand. THANK YOU.

The editors of the Bulletin draw the Delegates' attention to 
the fact that the Bulletin will not appear on Thursday, 
30 October, due to the preparation of the reports of the 
Commi ssions.

The next issue of the DAILY BULLETIN will therefore 
appear on

FRIDAY, 31 OCTOBER, 1986
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The Landsgemeinde - A curiosity of Swiss politics

The Landsgemeinde is without doubt one of the most remarkable 
institutions in Swiss public law. This general assembly of all the 
active citizens of a Canton, held each Spring in the central square 
of a sizeable village, never fails to arouse the curiosity and 
admiration (and scepticism) of foreigners and even of the Swiss 
themselves. The list of political writers, from Montesquieu to 
Andre Siegfried, who have praised the virtues of this form - surely 
the purest form - of direct democracy, is long.

Rousseau, in his Social Contract, marvelled at seeing " ... in the 
most fortunate nation of the world groups of peasants beneath an oak 
sagely organising the business of the State ..." Though this idyllic 
picture may flatter our Helvetic pride, it must be acknowledged that 
it is less than realistic, the Landsgemeinde having (particularly in 
the 17th and 18th centuries) degenerated into a caricature of 
democracy and of civic liberty.

The Landsgemeinde takes its origins from two sources : the judicial 
sitting or Gerichtsding (Thing) (The Tribunal of Free Men) of the 
Germanic peoples, and the communal management of landed property by 
the rural Alpine valley corporations. In its earliest form, the 
Landsgemeinde institution is older than the Confederation itself. 
Documents testify that as a political organ, it dates back to 1309 
in the Cantons of Uri, Schwyz and Unterwald, to 1387 in Glaris, to 
1389 in Zug and to 1403 in Appenzell.

In the middle of the 18th century, there were nine sovereign 
democracies in Switzerland and 17 subject territories whose constitutions 
provided for the Landsgemeinde.

The ups and downs of history have much reduced the number and importance 
of the Landsgemeinde.

The Helvetic Republic (1798 - 1803) abolished them. Napoleon Bonaparte, 
then First Consul, restored them by the Act of Mediation of 1803.
Today they no longer exist except in the five cantons and half-cantons 
of Obwald, Nidwald, Glaris, Appenzell Rhodes-Intérieures and Appenzell 
Rhodes-Extérieures. Schwyz and Zug abolished theirs in 1848, Uri in 1928.

The powers of the Landsgemeine vary from canton to canton and have 
varied in the course of history. In the Confederation of the XIII 
Cantons (abolished in 1798) the Landsgemeinde could decide to make war 
or peace, alliances and treaties. They were really and truly supreme 
authorities of sovereign States. In modern Switzerland, however, they 
have only some of the powers assigned to the cantons by the federal 
Constitution.

The Landsgemeinde are mainly concerned with elections (of magistrates, 
judges and some civil servants), legislation ( the adoption of bills 
and of amendments to the Constitution of the canton, fixing the rate 
of income tax, voting financial credits, and so on), administration 
(discussion and approval of the Government's report on management, etc.) 
and jurisdiction.
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In spite of the differences in their powers and procedure the 
Landsgemeinde all share the common principle that they are, in a 
manner of speaking, the tangible expression of the idea of 
association in the organization of the State or Canton.

The solemn and unchanging ritual with which each Landsgemeinde is 
conducted bears witness to the "sacred" character of the 
Landsgemeinde as an institution and the high esteem in which it is 
held by public opinion. The fact that every citizen wears a sword 
is by no means an anachronism, but the tangible sign of freedom and 
a reminder of the battles of "heroic times".
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