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REPORT OF THE JOINT ICRC/LEAGUE COMMISSION

ON NATIONAL SOCIETY STATUTES

(Including the follow-up to Resolution XX 
of the Twenty-fourth International Conference)

Introduction

In 1981 in Manila the Twenty-fourth International Conference of 
the Red Cross adopted the following Resolution :

XX

Joint Commission for National Society statutes

The XXIVth International Conference of the Red Cross,

having taken cognizance of the report of the Joint Commission set up 
by the ICRC and the League to examine National Society statutes,

acknowledging the co-operation established between the two inter
national Red Cross institutions to watch over the application and 
constant observance of the rules governing the recognition of new 
National Societies and their admission to the League,

recalling Resolution VI of the XXIInd International Conference 
of the Red Cross,

1. requests the National Societies to continue their collaboration with 
the Joint Commission, by regularly communicating to the League and 
the ICRC the amendments which they plan to introduce in their statutes, 
and by adapting them to the Joint Commission’s recommendations,

2. expresses the wish that, in respect of recognition of new Societies by 
the ICRC and their admission to the League, the Joint Commission con
tinue its works in co-operation with the League Development Pro
gramme, within the framework of the Strategy for Development of 
National Societies in the 80’s,

3. approves the report and thanks the Joint Commission for its work.
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I. THE COMMISSION'S ACTIVITIES

The Commission met 33 times between the Manila Conference and 
July 1986.
In August 1982, Mr. Pierre Gaillard, an adviser at the ICRC, 
succeeded Prof. Jovica Patrnogic, League adviser for legal and 
statutory matters, as Chairman of the Commission.
In the course of those five years, the Commission, in accordance 
with Resolution VI of 1973 and Resolution XX of 1981, examined 
the cases of 76 National Red Cross or Red Crescent Societies. Of 
these, 35 involved emerging Societies, 37 concerned modifications 
of statutes and four involved National Societies facing various 
difficulties: being placed under government supervision, 
cessation of activities and failure to observe certain conditions 
of recognition.

1. Recognition and admission procedures

The Commission has attentively followed the progress of 35 
emerging Societies. It has known the satisfaction of being 
able to recommend the recognition by the ICRC and admission to 
the League of nine new Societies after documents submitted by 
the candidates had been examined and the operational capacity 
of the Societies had been assessed by experienced ICRC and 
League delegates.
The Societies in question were the following:
- Red Crescent Society of the Yemen Arab Republic, 
recognized on 22 April 1982,
admitted to the League on 8 October 1983.

- Rwandese Red Cross, 
recognized on 6 October 1982;
admitted to the League on 8 October 1983.

- The Zimbabwe Red Cross Society, 
recognized on 7 September 1983; 
admitted to the League on 8 October 1983.

- Red Cross Society of Belize, 
recognized on 15 March 1984;
admitted to the League on 12 April 1984.
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- The Barbados Red Cross Society, 
recognized on 30 August 1984;
admitted to the League on 9 September 1984.

- Red Crescent Society of the People's Democratic Republic 
of Yemen,
recognized on 30 August 1984;
admitted to the League on 9 September 1984.

- Western Samoa Red Cross Society, 
recognized on 30 August 1984;
admitted to the League on 9 September 1984.

- Red Cross of Cape Verde, 
recognized on 14 March 1985;
admitted to the League on 18 April 1985.

- Sao Tome and Principe Red Cross, 
recognized on 3 October 1985;
admitted to the League on 20 October 1985.

Red Cross or Red Crescent Societies are currently in process 
of formation in 22 states, three of which are not formally 
Party to the Geneva Conventions. The Commission has 
endeavoured to increase its assistance to Societies which have 
not yet been recognized by providing those who request it with 
legal advice pertaining to their constitutions and, where 
necessary, by travelling to the country concerned to help them 
to set up the relevant structures and take the steps necessary 
for subsequent admission to the Movement.
Finally, members of the Commission on several occasions 
received representatives of emerging Societies at ICRC or 
League headquarters in order to discuss problems faced by the 
latter in adopting statutes.
The Commission has also made a contribution to the study on 
accelerating the process of recognizing and admitting National 
Societies (see p. 5).

2. Amending statutes

Thirty-seven National Societies have submitted to the ICRC and 
the League amendments which they wished to make or had already 
made to their statutes.
The Commission has examined all the amendments submitted and 
made remarks and recommendations to their authors.
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Among the Commission's most frequent recommendations was that 
the National Societies ensure that their statutes enshrine the 
voluntary character and independence of the institution by 
guaranteeing, for example, real participation of the active 
members in the decision making process and their 
representation in suitable numbers on the governing bodies. It 
also recommended that Societies which had not already done so 
should include in their statutes the text of the Fundamental 
Principles, in its entirety, as adopted by the Twentieth 
International Conference of the Red Cross in Vienna in 1965.
The recommendations relating to respect for the Fundamental 
Principles and conditions for recognition were generally 
implemented and in most cases the Commission's remarks were 
reflected in the final version of the National Societies' 
statutes.

) 
In cases where the Commission was informed after the fact that 
amendments to statutes had been adopted, the National 
Societies were invited to incorporate the Commission's 
recommendations upon later revision of the statutes.

3. Special cases

The Commission closely studied the cases of four National 
Societies experiencing internal difficulties capable of 
impairing normal operation.
Following investigation by the Commission, the ICRC and the 
League jointly intervened with the Societies or authorities 
concerned. The situation was resolved in two of the cases.
The ICRC and the League are continuing to take action at the 
highest level concerning the reorganization of a Society which 
has been placed under government control.
Finally, the intervention which the Commission had planned in 
a fourth case turned out to be unnecessary after the Society 
concerned reached an agreement with the country's health 
authorities.
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II. STUDY ON SPEEDING UP THE PROCEDURE OF RECOGNITION
AND ADMISSION OF NATIONAL SOCIETIES

In follow-up to decision 12 of the IXth session of the Executive 
Council of the League (April 1982) adopted on the basis of a 
report submitted by the Red Cross of Yugoslavia, the Joint 
ICRC/League Commission on National Society Statutes prepared a 
report for the Xth session of the Executive Council of the 
League, which was also given to the Development Commission of the 
League General Assembly in October 1983.

The study comprised:

1. An analysis of the action taken, either jointly or separately, 
by the ICRC and the League since 1979 with a view to 
facilitating recognition and admission of National Societies.

2. An analysis of the current procedure of recognition of new 
National Societies.

3. An analysis of the current procedure of admission and of 
suggested ways of speeding up the admission of National 
Societies.

4. A situation report on the action taken by the League and the 
ICRC since October 1979 for the recognition and admission of 
National Societies in process of creation or formation.

1. Analysis of the actions taken, either jointly or separately, 
by the ICRC and the League. Study on the speeding up of the 
procedure of recognition and admission of National Societies. 
Simplified organic structures for National Societies in 
process of formation in small or island States.

Since October 1981 several National Societies in process of 
formation have adopted one or another of the alternatives 
proposed for National Societies in small or island States.
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Minimum_quota_contribution_of_National_Societies
This matter has been discussed on several occasions by various 
League bodies.
The IVth session of the General Assembly of the League 
(October 1985) decided to reduce the quota contribution of 
recently admitted small National Societies to 0.01 %.

Vi § it § _b IÇRÇ êr}d_League_de legate s_to_National_Socie tie s 
ld_2H222ss_of_£ormati0n
Since 1981 both the ICRC and the League Secretariat have 
stepped up their programmes of missions to National Societies 
in process of formation, primarily to help and advise them in 
their applications for recognition and admission. Since the 
last International Conference two seminars have been held in 
the Caribbean region for National Societies in process of 
formation in that region (Cartagena, Colombia, 1983, and 
Kingston, Jamaica, 1985), and were devoted to development, 
dissemination and examination of the conditions for 
recognition and admission. These two meetings are part of a 
programme designed to strengthen their organization and 
operational capacity.

2. Analysis of the current procedure of recognition and of 
suggested ways of speeding up the procedure of recognition

The Commission made an analysis of the 10 conditions for 
recognition adopted by the XVIIth International Conference of 
the Red Cross (Stockholm, 1948).
As part of the revision of the Statutes of the International 
Red Cross, the present conditions for recognition adopted at 
Stockholm in 1948 by the XVIIth International Conference of 
the Red Cross have been inserted in the draft Statutes 
(Article 4) to be submitted to the XXVth International 
Conference.
This analysis brought out the steps National Societies must 
take in order to be recognized by the ICRC. With this 
procedure all the conditions required must be strictly 
applied; if any one of them were to be discarded the very 
structure of the Movement would be profoundly changed and its 
internal cohesion jeopardised.
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3. Analysis of the current procedure of admission and of 
suggested ways of speeding up the procedure of admission of 
National Societies

Article 6 paragraph 1 of the League Constitution lays down the 
conditions for admission of National Societies as members of 
the League. They cover for most of the points the conditions 
of recognition.
In its study the Commission particularly stressed ways of 
speeding up the procedure of admission, also aplicable to 
recognition; for example, the assistance that the ICRC and the 
League can give in preparing National Societies' statutes, in 
obtaining government recognition and simplifying applications 
for admission. One of the important points, i.e., the 
reduction of the percentage of the statutory contributions of 
National Societies to the League budget, has been examined 
since 1981, with the result that this percentage has been 
reduced from 0.05 % to 0.01 % for small National Societies 
recently admitted to the League.

4. Action taken by the League and ICRC since 1979 for the 
recognition and admission of National Societies in process of 
creation or formation

The Commission analyzed the action taken since 1979, at which 
time, to its knowledge, 35 Societies were in process of 
formation. At present 22 National Societies are in process of 
creation or formation. It may be envisaged that some of them 
will be recognized and admitted before the October 1986 
statutory meetings of the ICRC and League.
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III. CONCLUSION

The co-operation between the ICRC and the League in maintaining 
surveillance over the application of the rules governing 
recognition of new National Societies and their admission to the 
League has been greatly furthered by the way National Societies 
have aided the two institutions in this endeavour.

It is therefore important that they continue this co-operation 
with the Joint Commission by keeping the ICRC and the League 
informed, in accordance with Resolutions VI and XX of the 
Twenty-second and Twenty-fourth International Conferences, of the 
amendments which they plan to make in their statutes. In carrying 
out this duty, the National Societies will manifest their desire 
to maintain the unity of the Movement.


