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1 . INTRODUCTION

The first part of this report, jointly presented by the ICRC and 
the League, is drawn up in response to Resolution X of the 
Twenty-fourth International Conference of the Red Cross (Manila 
1981), which in paragraph 4 "requests the ICRC and the League to 
report jointly...to the Twenty-fifth International Conference of 
the Red Cross on international, regional and national 
dissemination action, and on the follow-up of the present 
resolution." The report covers the period from 1 December 1981 to 
30 June 1986.

The second part presents the third Programme of Action proposed 
for the period from 1987 to 1990.

1. DISSEMINATION
AN OBLIGATION FOR STATES AND THE RED CROSS

In becoming Parties to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and to 
their Additional Protocols, the States commit themselves not only 
to respect and to ensure respect for their rules but also to 
disseminate knowledge of their contents. Indeed, if the 
provisions of any treaty are to be respected it is essential that 
they be understood by those who are responsible for applying 
them. First of all, with regard to the Geneva Conventions, this 
means the armed forces. The delegates at the Diplomatic 
Conference of 1949 were well aware of this and approved the 
following very clear article common to the four Geneva 
Conventions of 1949: "The High Contracting Parties undertake, in 
time of peace as in time of war, to disseminate the text of the 
present Convention as widely as possible in their respective 
countries, and, in particular, to include the study thereof in 
their programmes of military and, if possible, civil instruction, 
so that the principles thereof may become known to the entire 
population."

It is also the duty of the Red Cross to disseminate international 
humanitarian law and the principles which guide its actions.
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In the latter respect, the role of the ICRC is defined by the 
Statutes of the International Red Cross, by its own Statutes and 
by various other texts, including Resolution 21 of the Diplomatic 
Conference of 1974 - 1977. This resolution asks the ICRC to 
co-operate actively in efforts to disseminate international 
humanitarian law, in particular by publishing the material 
designed to facilitate teaching, organizing seminars and courses 
on its own initiative or at the request of governments or 
National Societies, and co-operating for this purpose with the 
states and appropriate institutions.

The National Societies are also called upon to participate in 
these efforts. Accordingly, Resolution 21 of the Diplomatic 
Conference also asks the National Societies "to offer their 
services to the authorities in their own countries with a view to 
contributing to the effective dissemination of knowledge of 
international humanitarian law".

It is also a function of the League, under Article 5.1.j of its 
Constitution, "to assist the ICRC in the promotion and 
development of international humanitarian law and collaborate 
with it in the dissemination of this law and of the Fundamental 
Principles of the Red Cross among the National Societies."

To sum up, the dissemination of international humanitarian law is 
a legal obligation for each of the States party to the 
Geneva Conventions and a statutory task for each component of 
the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.

It should be noted that the dissemination of international 
humanitarian law and the principles and ideals of the Red Cross 
has in recent years become a field of activity in which 
co-operation between the ICRC, the League, the National Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies and the Henry Dunant Institute has 
continued to develop and grow stronger. Even though the present 
report covers mainly the activities of dissemination undertaken 
by the Geneva-based institutions, it goes without saying that 
numerous National Societies have for their part been extremely 
active in this respect.
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2. GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS
2.1 PROGRAMME OF ACTION

The year 1981 saw the adoption of the second Programme of Action 
of the Red Cross with respect to dissemination of international 
humanitarian law and of the principles and ideals of the Red 
Cross, covering the period from 1982 to 1985. This programme of 
action has served as a guide to the Movement as a whole, since 
the objectives it sets forth are both concrete ones and ones 
which are adapted to the possibilities of each component of the 
Movement. A substantial part of the Programme of Action devolved 
upon the ICRC, which has made dissemination one of its priority 
objectives for the eighties. The need for dissemination of 
international humanitarian law is demonstrated every day in 
practice by the tragic realities of current armed conflicts. The 
experience and direct observations of the ICRC in theatres of 
combat invariably demonstrate that ignorance of the basic rules 
of international humanitarian law in the armed forces and in 
governmental circles is very often the direct cause of serious 
deficiencies with regard to the treatment of protected persons 
and a severe obstruction to the humanitarian activities of the 
Red Cross. It has therefore been logical for the ICRC to give 
special priority to its dissemination efforts in countries 
stricken by war - dissemination in the heat of action.

The League, one of whose statutory functions is "to assist the 
ICRC in the promotion and development of international 
humanitarian law and collaborate with it in the dissemination of 
this law and of the Fundamental Principles of the Red Cross among 
the National Societies", has given special attention to including 
in its activities, particularly in seminars or training courses 
designed for National Societies, the dissemination of 
humanitarian rules and the principles of the Red Cross. 
Furthermore it has actively co-operated in numerous projects for 
which the ICRC assumed the main responsibility.
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2.2 EIGHT TARGET GROUPS AND FOUR LEVELS OF KNOWLEDGE

Although every human being everywhere should ideally be reached 
by dissemination work, the enormous proportions of this task 
require the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement to set priorities 
for reaching the various target groups:

- above all else, the armed forces, since they are directly 
responsible in time of war for the specific application of the 
rules of international humanitarian law;

- the heads, the permanent staff and the volunteers of the 
National Societies of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, who are 
simultaneously "target groups" and "disseminators";

- governmental circles who have the dual responsibility of making 
known international humanitarian law and ensuring that it is 
app1i ed;

- the universities which help to train tomorrow’s leadership;

- the schools, since it 
people to ideas 
understanding;

is essential to open the minds of young 
of humanity, peace and international

- medical circles, 
protecting life 
one of the vital

members of which have the responsibility of 
and health and who contribute in so doing to 

missions of the Red Cross;
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- the mass media, which have such great influence on contemporary 
society;

- the general public, who are the most 
tragedies and misery of our time, as 
are not directly affected.

receptive audience for the 
long as they themselves

We also found it advisable, so as to adapt both the content and 
the form of our message to these target groups, even at the risk 
of being arbitrary, to grade four different levels of knowledge 
for transmission to them:

Level I basic introduction

Level II general knowledge

Level III specialized knowledge

Level IV expert knowledge

2.3 DISSEMINATION,
AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

The guidelines approved by the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth 
International Conference of the Red Cross called upon all 
National Societies to designate and train, within their staff, an 
officer responsible for dissemination of international 
humanitarian law and the fundamental principles of the Red Cross.
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Likewise, an interministerial committee should be constituted to 
organize the dissemination of international humanitarian law 
among the various target groups, especially through governmental 
administrative channels.

Although a remarkable effort has been made by a number of 
National Societies, we are compelled to face the fact that many 
others do not have sufficient resources to finance the employment 
of a full-time officer responsible for dissemination or to 
create and produce the necessary teaching material.

In countries where the Red Cross or Red Crescent has neither the 
resources nor the personnel required to undertake alone the 
dissemination of the Red Cross message, it is necessary for the 
ICRC, in co-operation with the League, to give its assistance, 
first by helping the Society to set up a programme of action 
adapted to local realities and then by participating in the 
execution of the programme until the Society is in a position to 
take over on its own. It is important not only to prompt action, 
but also and above all to ensure its continuity.

Consequently, the ICRC, confronted by the difficulties noted 
above, has progressively set up a network of specialized 
delegates responsible for helping the National Societies of the 
Red Cross and Red Crescent to organize and carry out their 
national programme of action. Thus, between 1982 and 1986, six 
regional ICRC delegations located in East Africa (Nairobi), 
Central Africa (Kinshasa), Western Africa (Lomé), South East Asia
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(Manila), on the Indian sub-continent (Delhi) and in Central 
America (San José) have been strengthened by the incorporation 
into each of them of a full-time "dissemination" delegate. All 
these delegates are also responsible for co-ordinating the ICRC’s 
possible specific contribution to the development of National 
Societies in the region, in close co-operation with the League, 
the institution primarily responsible for this development 
process.

c
One of the principal tasks of the ICRC regional "dissemination" 
delegates is to assist with the creation and/or development of 
information and public relations services of the National 
Societies in their regions, since for many Societies these 
services are responsible for disseminating the principles and 
ideals of the Red Cross and the basic rules of international 
humanitarian law. In particular, the ICRC collaborates in the 
training programmes organized by the League for the officers in 
charge of these services, both with regard to the subject matter 
to be disseminated and the communication techniques to be used to 
convey the Red Cross message.

In this connection, several extremely positive events in 
which the League and the ICRC have taken an active part are dealt 
with in further detail under points 3.1.1 and 3.1.3 of the second 
part of this report.

2.4 DISSEMINATION IN THE HEAT OF ACTION

In addition to establishing an embryonic network of 
"dissemination" delegates on a regional basis, the ICRC has taken 
action since 1982 to strengthen some of its delegations in 
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countries which are the scene of conflict or internal 
disturbances by providing a number of specialized delegates to 
set up emergency dissemination programmes, as a rule in 
co-operation with the respective National Societies. These 
programmes of dissemination in the heat of action are designed 
not only to familiarize the combatants, the leaders and the 
civilian population with the basic rules of international 
humanitarian law, but also to explain the principles which govern 
the action of the Red Cross.

Programmes of this kind have been developed since 1982 and the 
following years in Poland, Lebanon, El Salvador, Nicaragua, 
Sudan, Ethiopia, Uganda, Angola, Mozambique, the Republic of 
South Africa, the Philippines and certain border regions of 
Pakistan and Thailand.

In El Salvador for example, a dissemination and information 
programme was launched when the ICRC delegation learned of a 
series of incidents involving abuses of the emblem, violations of 
basic humanitarian rules and non-respect for Red Cross action - 
action both by the ICRC and by the National Red Cross. Since that 
time, the combatants on both sides and the National Society’s 
entire personnel have been reached by this programme, either 
through regular lectures given by a specialized delegate, by ad 
hoc publications or by information campaigns through the press 
and radio. It is difficult to assess the results of this 
dissemination campaign, but in the opinion of the delegates and 
members of the Salvadorean Red Cross, the steady presence of the 
’’dissemination" delegates in the field and in the military 
barracks, as well as the information campaign through the media, 
have created an atmosphere more favourable to the Red Cross. This 
is manifested in particular by a more correct attitude among 
combatants with regard to Red Cross personnel.
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II. EVALUATION OF THE SECOND PROGRAMME OF ACTION OF THE RED CROSS 
c

WITH RESPECT TO DISSEMINATION

OF INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW

AND

OF THE PRINCIPLES AND IDEALS OF THE RED CROSS

c (1982-1985)
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This chapter reports, point by point, on the follow-up given by 
the ICRC, the League and the Henry Dunant Institute to the 
various objectives of the second Programme of Action of the Red 
Cross with respect to dissemination. The objectives for which 
work is currently in progress, or which it has not yet been 
possible to follow up but are maintained, are included in the 
'’third Programme of Action of the Red Cross with respect to the 
dissemination of international humanitarian law and the 
principles and ideals of the Red Cross". (See Part IV of this 
report).

Objective No. 1

To encourage States to accede to the Protocols additional to 
the Geneva Conventions.

Plan 1.1

The ICRC addresses itself to the governments by circular letter 
and by various ad hoc approaches to encourage them to accede to 
the Protocols.

a) "Appeal 1984"
In June 1984 a verbal note was sent to all the permanent 
missions in Geneva and a letter signed by the President of the 
ICRC was sent to the Ministries of Foreign Affairs of States 
not having such missions in Geneva, to accompany the official 
text of the "appeal on the occasion of the seventh anniversary 
of the signature of the Additional Protocols of 1977."

b) Regional missions
During missions carried out by various ICRC staff members, ad 
hoc approaches were made to encourage the States visited to 
ratify or accede to the Additional Protocols.

Since the previous International Conference, the ICRC has 
thus made approaches to the following 84 States:
Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Australia,
Bahrain, Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Brazil, Bulgaria, 
Burkina Faso, Burma, Burundi,
Cameroon, Canada, Cape Verde, Chile, Colombia, Comoros, Costa 
Rica, Cote d’Ivoire,
Dominican Republic,
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Egypt, Ethiopia,
Gambia, Germany (Democratic Republic), Germany (Federal 
Republic), Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea,
Haiti, Holy See, Honduras, Hungary,
Iceland, India, Indonesia, Ireland, Italy,
Japan,
Kenya, Korea (Democratic People’s Republic),
Lesotho, Liberia,
Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Mali, Mozambique,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nepal, Nicaragua, Nigeria,
Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Philippines, Poland, Portugal,
Qatar,
Rwanda,
Saudi Arabia, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Spain, 
Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syria,
Thailand, Togo, Turkey,
United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, Uruguay, USA, USSR,
Venezuela,
Yemen,
Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

c) At the 73rd session of the Inter—Parliamentary Conference in 
1985 at Lomé, Togo, the ICRC which was invited as an observer, 
launched an appeal calling for accession to the Protocols.

Plan 1.2

The ICRC and the League jointly call on National Societies 
to urge their respective governments to accede to the Protocols.

During all missions in countries not yet party to the Additional 
Protocols, ICRC and League delegates asked the National Societies 
to encourage their respective governments to accede to them.
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The Council of Delegates, which brings together representatives 
of the National Societies, the ICRC and the League, adopted a 
resolution on the Additional Protocols on 25 October 1985. This
asked the 
Twenty-f i f th 
the support 
the National 
continue its

States to ratify the Protocols prior 
International Conference of the Red Cross, 
of various intergovernmental organisms and

to the 
sought 

that of
Societies and, lastly, encouraged the ICRC to 
approaches.

Objective No. 2

To analyse the legal and practical 
of the Protocols additional to the

consequences of the provisions 
Geneva Conventions.

Plan 2.1

The ICRC will prepare commentaries on the Protocols. The League 
will be consulted, during the preparation of these texts, with 
respect to the role of National Societies and the League.

The commentaries on the Protocols are expected to appear in 
French in September 1986 and in English during the first half of 
1987.

Pl an 2.3

The ICRC will enlarge its pamphlet, on "The Essential Rules of the 
Geneva Conventions" with the Protocols in mind.

The ICRC in 1983 published a handbook entitled "Basic Rules of 
the Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols", in 
English, French, Spanish and Arabic.

Plan 2.4

The ICRC will prepare a pamphlet on the means 
in the Geneva Conventions and the Protocols.

of identification

The ICRC in 1983 published a 
entitled "Protective Signs",

Plan 2.5

With the help of the Henry Dunant Institute (HDI) the ICRC will 
prepare an "Index of the Geneva Conventions and the Protocols. "

This index is scheduled for publication in English in the 
half of 1986.

second
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Objective No. 3

To disseminate and encourage the dissemination of international 
humanitarian law.

Plan 3.1 Among National Societies

3.1.1 Jointly with interested National Societies and in
co-operation with the League, the ICRC will organize 
regional seminars on the dissemination of international 
humanitarian law.

Accordingly, the ICRC organized:
in 1983 - a conference on the teaching and 

dissemination of IHL in Central and Eastern 
Africa at Naivasha, Kenya, in co-operation 
with the Faculty of Law of the University of 
Nairobi (20 participants from nine
count ries);

- a dissemination and development workshop for 
National Societies in formation in the 
Caribbean, held at Cartagena, Colombia, in 
co-operation with the League (12 participants 
from 6 National Societies);

in 1986 - a regional seminar for Asia and the Pacific 
at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, held jointly with 
the Malaysian Red Crescent and with the 
co-operation of the League (35 participants 
from 21 National Societies);

- a regional seminar for Europe and North 
America at Baden/Vienna, Austria, held 
jointly with the Austrian Red Cross and in 
co-operation with the League (44 participants 
from 24 National Societies).

The ICRC, the League and the HDI participated in the 
meeting of Nordic Red Cross Societies, organized by the 
Norwegian Red Cross at Oslo in 1982, to take stock of 
these Societies’ dissemination and information 
activities and examine procedures for co-operation on 
this subject with the Geneva-based institutions.
The ICRC and the League participated in the 
sub-regional workshop on communication methods for 
primary health care education in the field, organized 
by the Centre d’Etudes de Sciences et Techniques de la 
Formation (Study Centre on Educational Science and 
Techniques) (CESTI) of the University of Dakar, at 
Dakar, Senegal, in 1983.
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Apart from these
Societies organized their own seminars 
dissemination, sometimes in co-operation with other 
Cross and non-Red Cross organizations 
the National Society or for 
particular target groups, with 
representatives of the ICRC

regional seminars, several National 
on 

Red 
of 
o f 
of

or members 
important members 
the participation 

and of the League. Such
seminars were organized by the following Societies:
in 1981 Argentina, Colombia, Peru, New Zealand
in 1982 Belgium, Chile, Ecuador
in 1983 Belgium, Colombia, New Zealand, 

USA
Poland,

in 1984 Belgium, Bolivia, Egypt,
Malaysia, Sierra Leone, Rwanda

Kenya,

in 1985 Bangladesh, Comoros, Cuba, Dominican 
Republic, El Salvador, France, Gambia, 
Germany (Federal Republic), Ghana, 
Guinea, Hungary, Indonesia, Lesotho, 
Malawi, Norway, Tanzania, USSR, Zaire

in 1986 Colombia, Mozambique, Sierra
Uganda, USA, Viet Nam.

Leone,

the ICRC, with the co-operation of the EDI,
Geneva in Arabic for

In 
in 
about 
leaders of the Red Crescent Society of the
Repub lie.

addition
1985 organized a seminar in

15 officials of the Ministry of the Interior and 
Yemen Arab

The ICRC also co-operated or participated in numerous 
national or regional courses and seminars for the 
training of leaders of National Societies or delegates 
for international missions, organized by the respective 
National Societies and/or the League, as well as in the 
training courses for members of the National 
of developing countries held every 
Cross of Yugoslavia, in which the 
part.

as
Societies 

year by the Red 
League also takes

3.1.2 In co-operation with the League and the ICRC, the 
Henry Dunant Institute is drawing up a practical guide 
for National Societies on methods of disseminating 
international humanitarian law and the principles and 
ideals of the Red Cross.

This "Practical guide on dissemination for National 
Societies " was published by the HDI in 1983 in English, 
French, Spanish and Portuguese, and in Arabic in 1984.
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3.1.3 In collaboration with the League, the ICRC is organizing 
a series of seminars in various languages to train those 
in charge of dissemination in National Societies.

The ICRC has organized on the regional level, in 
co-operation with the League and the National Societies 
of the host countries, the following courses and 
seminars:
the first course for Sub-Region I of Latin America in 
1982 at Turrialba, Costa Rica, attended by 22 information 
and dissemination officers from 10 National Societies;
a seminar for dissemination officers of Latin American 
National Societies at Bogota, Colombia in 1982, with 12 
participants from 7 National Societies;
the first course for Sub-Region II of Latin America at La 
Paz, Bolivia, in 1984, with 25 participants from 12 
National Societies;
the first course for Sub-Region III in 1985 at Kingston, 
Jamaica with 33 participants from 13 English-speaking 
National Societies;
the second course for Sub-Region I at Mexico City, 
Mexico, in 1985, with participants from 8 National 
Societies;
the second course for Sub-Region II at Lima, Peru in 
1986, with 23 participants from 10 National Societies.
At the national level, the ICRC organized jointly with 
the National Societies concerned or participated with 
them in courses or training seminars for disseminators as 
foilows:
Benin Porto Novo, 1984
Cape Verde Praia, 1984
Colomb ia Medel1 in, 1984
Congo Brazzaville, 1984

Pointe Noire, 1985
France Bois-Larris (Paris), 1982 and 

1984
Paris, 1986

Indonesia Jakarta, 1985
Libya Benghazi, 1984
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N i caragua Managua, 1984 and 1985
South Africa

Spain
Sweden
Togo
Uganda
United Kingdom

(training of community 
organizers)
Soweto, 1985
Pietermaritzburg, 1985
Durban, 1986
Madrid, 1986
Stockholm, 1985
Lomé, 1985 and 1986
Kampala, 1986
London, 1983
Barnett Hill, 1984, 1985 and 
1986

Zaire Kinshasa, 1983, 1985, 1986
Lubumbashi (Shaba), 1983 
Goma (Kivu), 1985.

The ICRC has also organized training courses at its 
headquarters in Geneva for active members of National 
Societies who are in a position to promote knowledge of 
international humanitarian law. In 1984 it invited 
trainees from the National Societies in Belgium, France, 
Benin, and the United Kingdom, and in 1985 from the 
National Societies in Costa Rica and Mexico.

3. 1 .4 The ICRC will prepare a "Compendium of practical examples 
of application of international humanitarian law".

and

3. 1 ■ 5 The ICRC prepares a collection of international humani
tarian law case studies.

Before the end of 1986, the ICRC intends to publish a 
collection of such practical examples and case studies in 
French ("Recueil d’examples pratiques d’app1ication du 
droit international humanitaire"). It will be a 
translation of a booklet in German ("Es begann in 
Solferino") written by a lawyer, Mr. Horst Seibt, legal 
advisor to the Westphalia-Lippe section of the German Red 
Cross and containing about sixty examples of 
international humanitarian law in practical application. 
The translation will be adapted in presentation to the 
handbook "Basic Rules of the Geneva Conventions and their 
Additional Protocols".
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3.1.6 The League organizes Red Cross Youth training periods, 
to which the ICRC provides lectures on international 
humanitarian law.

The League has organized the following courses in 
co-operation with the host National Societies concerned, 
with participation by the ICRC:
1983 Youth Red Cross training course for the sub-regions 

of Latin America at Teresopolis, Brazil
1984 Second training course for Youth Red Cross 

instructors, held for Sub-Region I of Latin America 
at Panama City, with 18 participants from 8 National 
Societies
Youth Red Cross seminar on the dissemination of 
international humanitarian law and the principles 
and ideals of the Red Cross in training Youth Red 
Cross leaders and among young people, held at 
Wegimont, Belgium, with 30 participants from 15 
National Societies
Youth Red Cross camp at Langenlois, Austria, with 
about 60 participants from 6 National Societies

1985 Congress of Youth Red Cross volunteers serving as 
community workers, held at Calgary, Canada, with 
about 200 participants
Training course for leaders and directors of Youth 
Red Cross sections in Central Africa, held at 
Brazzaville, Congo, with 25 participants from 10 
National Societies
Youth Red Cross camp at Sanaar, Senegal
Youth Red Cross camp for the Asian and Pacific 
region at Singapore with 67 participants from 10 
National Societies
Youth Red Cross meeting for the Indian Ocean region 
on the preparation and the role of youth in the 
event of disasters, held at Curepipe, Mauritius, 
with 20 participants from 4 National Societies

1986 Sub-regional training course for Youth Red Cross 
leaders in French-speaking Africa at Ouagadougou, 
Burkina Faso, with 25 participants from 13 National 
Societies

In addition, various National Societies organized their 
own courses in which the ICRC participated:
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1984 Youth Red Cross training course at Modane, France, 
with 11 participants, including 4 from the Italian 
Red Cross

1985 Training seminar for Youth Red Cross leaders in 
Togo, held at Kara, Togo, with 96 participants

1986 Training course for members of the Red Cross of Viet 
Nam at Ho Chi Minh City, Viet Nam, with participants 
from 28 provinces.

Lastly, the League, in co-operation with host National 
Societies and with the participation of the ICRC, 
organized various seminars and meetings of Youth Red 
Cross leaders intended, inter alia, to allow an exchange 
of views on the experiences of National Societies with 
respect to dissemination among youth:
1982 European meeting of the national directors of the 

Youth Red Cross at Tulin, Austria
Regional meeting of the directors of Youth Red Cross 
sections of the National Societies of the Caribbean, 
held in the Bahamas

1984 Sub-regional meeting of Youth Red Cross leaders of 
West African National Societies at Freetown, Liberia
European meeting of Youth Red Cross leaders of 
National Societies at Costinesti, Romania, with 
participants from 25 National Societies
European conference of the Youth Red Cross at 
Costinesti, Romania

1985 International meeting of the Youth Red Cross in 
Aus t r i a
Regional meeting of youth directors of National 
Societies in Eastern and Northern Africa, held in 
Uganda

1986 Meeting of directors of Youth Red Cross sections in 
Europe and North America at Biarritz, France
Regional meeting of youth directors of National 
Societies in West Africa at Ouagadougou, Burkina 
Faso
Regional meeting of youth directors of Arab 
Societies at Baghdad, Iraq.
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Plan 3.2 Dissemination among armed forces, governments, 
universities, international organizations and other 
institutions and groups concerned

3. 2. 1 Among the armed forces

3. 2.1.1 The ICRC will organize training periods for officers, 
military doctors, etc.

The ICRC participated in or organized the following 
training courses:

(

1982 : Training course for a Zairian officer at the HD I
Course for 4 Philippine officers at the HDI

1983 : Course for about 650 Lebanese officers at Beirut
Course for officers of the ASEAN states at Jakarta 
Course for Honduran officers in Honduras

1984 : Course for 8 Egyptian, Jordanian and Sudanese 
officers at the HDI
Course for 30 Sudanese officers at Khartoum

1985 Course for 17 Dominican officers in the Dominican
Repub lie
Course for 43 Honduran officers at Tegucigalpa
Course for 31 officers of Sierra Leone at Freetown
Course for 200 Zambian officers at Lusaka

1986 : Course for 30 Beninese instructor-officers at 
Cotonou
Course for 38 Malawian officers at Salima
Course for 40 United States Marine officers at San
Diego
Course for 27 Honduran officers at Tegucigalpa.

In addition, ICRC delegates gave lectures on the law of 
war in the following countries:
Angola, Argentina, Australia,
Benin, Bolivia,
Canada, Cape Verde, Chad, Colombia,
Dominican Republic,
Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia,
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Germany (Federal Republic),
Honduras,
Israel,
Kenya,
Madagascar, Mauritius,
Nicaragua ,
Paraguay, Philippines, Poland,
Rwanda,
Seychelles, South Africa, Sudan, Switzerland,
Tanzania, Thailand,
Uganda, USA,
Zaire.

ICRC delegates to the armed forces participate every 
year, as teachers and course leaders, in the inter
national courses on the law of war for officers or
ganized by the International Institute of Humani
tarian Law at San Remo, Italy.

1982 The 12th course was attended by 55 English-speaking 
participants of 23 nationalities

1983 The 13th course was attended by 42 Italian-speaking 
participants of two nationalities and the 14th 
course by 38 English-speaking participants of 18 
nationali t i es

1984 The 15th course was attended by 22 French or 
Spanish-speaking participants of 11 nationalities 
and
the 16th course by 39 English-speaking participants 
of 19 nationalities
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1985 The 17th course was attended by 17 French or 
Spanish-speaking participants of 9 nationalities 
and
the 18th course by 47 English-speaking participants 
of 19 nationalities

1986 The 19th course was attended by 23 French or 
Spanish-speaking participants of 12 nationalities.

A total of 283 senior officers from the following 47 
States took part in these courses between 1982 and June 
1986:
Angola, Argentina, Australia,
Bangladesh, Belgium,
Canada, Central African Republic, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Côte d’Ivoire,
D enmark,
Egypt,
Finland,
Gabon, Germany (Federal Republic), Greece,
Ha i t i,
Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy,
Malawi, Mali, Mexico, Morocco,
Netherlands, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Norway,
Philippines, Poland,
Senegal, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, 
Sweden, Switzerland,
Thailand, Turkey,
United Kingdom, USA,
Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe.
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Lastly, since 1979, the International Committee of Mili
tary Medicine has organized a course each year on the 
law of armed conflict for senior officers of the armed 
forces’ medical services. These courses are held at the 
Henry Dunant Institute, with the ICRC delegates to the 
armed forces taking part as instructors and super
visors:

1983 3rd course, attended by 19 English-speaking 
participants from 11 countries,

1984 4th course attended by 18 French-speaking 
participants from 12 countries,

1985 5th course attended by 16 English-speaking 
participants from 10 countries,

i.e. 53 participants from the following 26 countries:
Algeria,
Belgium,
Chile,
Denmark,
Finland, France,
Germany (Federal Republic), Greece,
Haiti,
Indonesia, Iraq, Ireland, Italy,
Netherlands, Nigeria
Poland,
Qatar,
South Africa, Spain, Switzerland,
Taiwan, Thailand, Tunisia,
United Kingdom, USA,
Zaire.
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3.2. 1.3 The ICRC will improve and distribute the "Soldier’s 
Manual".

The ICRC has improved and updated the former "Soldier’s 
Manual" and republished it in 1985 under the title 
"Rules for Behaviour in Combat" in English, French, 
Spanish, Portuguese and Arabic. Translations into 
German, Swahili and Thai have been published in 1986. 
The translation into English and Setswana for Botswana 
is also planned for publication in 1986.
The "Soldier’s Manual" and the "Rules for Behaviour in 
Combat" have been widely distributed, with the main 
consignments of up to 31,000 copies sent to the 
following countries:
Angola, Argentina,
Chad, Colombia, Costa Rica,
Egypt,
Fiji,
Ghana,
Jamaica,
Lebanon, Liberia,
Mauritius, Morocco, Mozambique,
Namib ia,
Papua New Guinea, Philippines,
Qatar,
South Africa, Sri Lanka,
Uganda,
Yemen,
Zaire.
In addition, the "Soldier’s Manual" was translated and 
published in Chichewa for Malawi in 1984, in 
English-Bemba-Si1ozi-Tonga-Chinyanja for Zambia in 1985 
and in English-Ndebele-Shona for Zimbabwe in 1986.
Lastly, a version specially adapted to local conditions 
was produced for El Salvador in 1984.
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3.2. 1.5 With the help of the HDI, the ICRC is preparing 
a manual on methods of dissemination in the 
armed forces.

This manual prepared by the ICRC delegates to the armed 
forces, is planned for publication in English during 
1987.

3.2.2 Among government services

3.2.2.1 The HDI will organize periodically seminars on
international humanitarian law:

In Africa (with the International Relations Institute 
of Cameroon - IRIC)

The Illrd and IVth African Seminars on International 
Humanitarian Law for government officials, for the 
military and for teachers and students (in English and 
French), organized jointly by the International
Relations Institute of Cameroon 
at Yaoundé:

(IRIC) and the HD I, met

in 1981, with 50 participants from 29 African coun tries
and 24 students of the IRIC;

in 1983 , with 60 participants 
coun tries.

f r om 25 Af rican

3.2.2.2. In Latin America (with the Inter-American Bar 
Association-IABA)

The Inter-American Bar Association (IABA) and the HDI 
organized the following events, with the participation 
of the ICRC:
in November 1982 at Tampa, USA, the Illrd Int er-Ameri can 
Seminar on IHL and the peaceful settlement of disputes, 
for representatives of the armed forces and lawyers, 
with fifty participants from 13 countries;
in February 1984 at Panama City, the IVth Inter-American 
Seminar on IHL and the peaceful settlement of disputes, 
for lawyers (two programmes, in English) with 50 
participants in each programme, and
in November 1985 at Acapulco, Mexico, the Vth 
Inter-American Seminar on IHL and the peaceful 
settlement of disputes, for members of the 
Inter-American Bar Association and attended also by 
other lawyers and government officials, with 60 
participants from 12 countries.

3. 2.2.4 The HDI, in collaboration with the ICRC and the League, 
will hold periodically seminars on international 
humanitarian law:



25

- for diplomats stationed in Geneva
- for members of international organizations in Geneva.

The HDI organized seminars on the Red Cross and IHL for 
members of the Permanent Missions to the United Nations 
in Geneva, as follows:
in January 1982, the Ilnd seminar (in French) was 
attended by 16 representatives of 16 missions,
in January 1983, the Illrd seminar (in English) was 
attended by 20 representatives of 18 missions,
in January 1984, the IVth seminar (in French) was 
attended by 16 representatives of 16 missions,
in January 1985, the Vth seminar (in English) was 
attended by 20 representatives of 18 missions,
in January 1986, the Vlth seminar (in French) was 
attended by 17 representatives of 17 missions.

3. 2. 2. 6 The HDI will organize seminars on international 
humanitarian law in co-operation with academic 
institutions: - for Asian countries

In February 1983, the Australian National University, 
the Australian Red Cross and the HDI, in co-operation 
with the ICRC, organized in Canberra the first regional 
seminar on international humanitarian law for university 
professors and high civilian and military officials in 
Asia and Oceania. It was attended by 54 participants 
coming mainly from academic circles and representing 14 
count ri es.

3. 2. 3 At university level

3. 2. 3. 1 The ICRC will organize regional seminars for professors 
of international public law.

The ICRC has co-operated in the organization of numerous 
seminars on international humanitarian law in university 
circles and has sent speakers to these events:

1982 a seminar on international humanitarian law to 
mark the centenary of the accession by the United 
States to the Geneva Convention of 1864, organized 
by the Washington College of War of the American 
University and the American Red Cross, with the 
participation of the HDI, and attended by about 
100 university professors, governmental and 
military 1awyers and advanced law students;
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1983 a seminar on international humanitarian law and
armed conflicts at Honolulu, United States, 
organized by the American Society of International 
Law in co-operation with the American Red Cross 
and the ICRC. This seminar was attended by 
university professors, specialists in
international public law, members of the armed 
forces, students and members of the American Red 
Cross and of other societies;

1984 a symposium on current problems of international 
humanitarian law, held by the Institut de la Paix 
et du Développement (Institute for Peace and 
Development) of Nice University, France, for 
instructors and post-graduate students. About 60 
professors, assistants and students from 23 Asian 
and European countries attended this symposium;

1985 A seminar held by the Institut du Droit de la Paix 
et du Développement (Institute of the Law of Peace 
and Development) in a special week devoted to 
dissemination organized by the Belgian Red Cross 
(University of Liege, the University of Louvain 
and the Free University of Brussels);
A symposium organized by the Institut français du 
droit humanitaire et des droits de l’homme (French 
Institute of Humanitarian Law and Human Rights), 
Clermont-Ferrand, France;
A seminar on international humanitarian law and 
human rights in non-international armed conflicts, 
held in 
Washington 
University 
univers i ty
students and attended by 
Since this event, the 
give lectures at this university.

United 
of War 

American 
prof essors ,

Washington, 
College 

and the
by the 
American 

for
1awyers 
about 
ICRC

States, 
of the
Red Cross
and advanced law

40
has

part icipants. 
continued to

(

3. 2. 3.2 With the help of the HD I, the ICRC will draw up a repei— 
tory of universities where international humanitarian 
law is taught.

In order to promote the teaching of humanitarian law in 
universities throughout the world and to encourage 
research in this field, the HD I has undertaken a study 
designed to list all the universities and other academic 
institutions throughout the world in which international 
humanitarian law is or could be taught, and also to 
compile lists of teachers of IHL.
Accordingly, the HD I submitted 
National Societies and through them 
other academic institutions in 

questionnaires to 
to universities and 
their respective
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countries. By December 1985, the HD I had received about 
300 replies from 60 countries.
Publication of the repertory is planned for the end of 
1986.

3. 2.3. 3. The HDI will organize seminars on international humani
tarian law for post-graduate students.

In co-operation with the University of Santa Clara, 
California, USA, the HDI organized a number of seminars 
on international public law and IHL for law students at 
universities in the United States:
in June 1983, the 1st seminar (in English) was attended 
by 15 s t uden t s,
in June 1984, the Ilnd seminar (in English) was attended 
by 16 students,
in June 1985, the Illrd seminar (in English) was 
attended by 24 students,
in June 1986, the IVth seminar (in English) was attended 
by 20 students.

3. 2. 3.4 The ICRC and the HDI will teach international 
humanitarian law at the International Institute of Human 
Rights in Strasbourg.

As in previous years the HDI and the ICRC, from 1982 to 
1986, jointly organized teaching seminars on 
international humanitarian law as part of the programme 
of summer courses on human rights held by the 
International Institute of Human Rights in Strasbourg.

3.2.3. 7 The ICRC and the Polish Red Cross will organize, with 
the help of the HDI, summer courses on international 
humanitarian law for advanced students of European and 
North American universities.

As they had done in 1981, the ICRC and the Polish Red 
Cross organized summer courses in international 
humanitarian law for advanced law students from European 
and North American universities:
in 1984 the Ilnd course, held with the co-operation of 
the HDI, was attended by 32 students from 14 countries;
in 1985, the Illrd course was attended by 44 students 
from 19 countries.
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3.2.3. 8. Glossary of international humanitarian law terminology 
in French, English, Russian and Spanish

The HDI is co-operating with UNESCO, the Graduate 
Institute of International Studies, Geneva, and the ICRC 
in compiling a Glossary of International Humanitarian 
Law, which will appear at the end of 1986 in English, 
French, Spanish and Russian.

Objective No. 4

To integrate the dissemination of the Principles and ideals of 
the Red Cross into all the Red Cross Movement’s activities.

Plan 4.1 Among National Societies

4.1.1. In collaboration with the ICRC, the League will produce 
a "Practical guide for the role of the Red Cross in 
peacetime" for the use of National Societies.

A third part of the "Guide for National Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies for their activities in the event 
of conflict" is devoted to the preparatory tasks to be 
undertaken in peacetime. This guide was published by the 
ICRC in 1986 in English, French and Spanish.

4.1.2 The HDI will hold annual introductory seminars on Red 
Cross international activities for leaders and officials 
of National Societies.

The HDI organized such seminars in co-operation with the 
ICRC and the League as follows:

1982 - Vllth course (in French) - 21 participants
1983 - VUIth course (in English) - 33 participants
1984 - IXth course (in Spanish) - 25 participants
1985 - Xth course (in French) - 29 participants
1986 - Xlth course (in English) - 31 part icipants

It was possible to award travel and/or residence grants 
to some participants thanks to the co-operation of the 
League and the ICRC, allocations from the Empress Shôken 
Fund and contributions by some National Societies.
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4.1.7 The League and the ICRC will issue a new series of

posters illustrating the fundamental principles of the 
Red Cross.

a project 
posters prepared by the ICRC 

1986. A graphic presentation of 
found to be extremely difficult

connotations of the symbolism used varied 
di f f erent

After consultation with National Societies 
a series of seven 
abandoned 
principles 
design,
too greatly in

in 
was 

since

for 
was 
the 
t o

cultures.
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law to 
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be published in the 
National Societies.

first-aid manual to be issued

In 1985, the League and the ICRC published a booklet 
entitled "Basic Rules of International Humanitarian Law 

to be used by Red Cross and Red Crescent First 
Aiders" in English, French, Spanish and Arabic.
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Plan 4.2. Among Youth

4. 2. 1 The ICRC and the League (PL) are updating and promoting 
the two manuals for primary school pupils and teachers.

The "Teacher’s Manual" or the "Manual 
Youth Red Cross leaders" was adapted 
published by the League, the ICRC 
Societies of the following countries:

for teachers and 
and edited and 
and the National

1981 Colombia, Costa Rica, Peru
1982 Mauritania, Senegal, Poland

In addition, to meet the requests of National 
Societies, the ICRC continued to distribute the two 
booklets "The Red Cross and my country" and the 
"Teacher’s Manual".
The total distributions of these publications thus far 
amounted to 14,500 school manuals and 1,630 teacher’s 
manuals in the following countries:
Angola,
Burkina Faso,
Chad, Côte d’Ivoire,
Ethiopia,
Ghana,
Mauritius, Mozambique,
Namibia,
South Africa,
Togo,
Uganda,
Y emen,
Zaire, Zimbabwe.
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4.2.4 In collaboration with the ICRC, the League will prepare 
appropriate means for educating young people on the 
Principles of international humanitarian law and the 
Ideals of the Red Cross.

In 1982, the League published in Spanish a "Manual for 
Youth Red Cross Leaders", which had a five-page section 
on the International Red Cross, Red Cross principles and 
international humanitarian law, suggesting YRC
activities in programmes of dissemination. A revised 
edition will be available in 1987.
In 1985, the ICRC published a comic strip entitled 
"History of the Red Cross". This four-colour publication 
is available in English, French, Spanish, Portuguese, 
German and Amharic.

4. 3 Among the public at large and mass media

4.3.1 The ICRC and the League will prepare a film montage from
existing material on the Red Cross, its Principles and 
acti vi ties.

In 1984, on the basis of documents in its archives, the 
ICRC produced a film on the general principles of 
international humanitarian law intended to sensitize 
both the general public and more specialized audiences 
such as the armed forces, governments and National Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies. This film, entitled "A 
Plea for Humanity,” is available in numerous languages. 
It lasts 35 minutes. In the same year, also on the basis 
of archival documents, the American Red Cross, in 
co-operation with the ICRC, the League and Derek Hart 
Productions, produced a film entitled "Light the 
Darkness", which is available in numerous languages and 
lasts 20 minutes. The film is a collection of the best 
and most striking film sequences taken by the Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Movement during the past ten years 
throughout the world.

4.3.4 In collaboration with the ICRC and the League, the HD I 
will organize seminars for journalists and students of 
journalism.

In February 1984, the HD I, in co-operation with the 
National Societies of Denmark, Finland and Sweden, 
organized a seminar in Geneva on the Red Cross and 
international humanitarian law for a group of Nordic 
journalists (in English) attended by twelve journalists 
and four National Society members from four countries.
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In April 1986, the HDI, in co-operation with the French 
Red Cross and with the participation of the ICRC and of 
the League, organized a seminar in Geneva for French 
journalists which was attended by 20 representatives of 
the media of that country.
In addition, in September 1985, the ICRC in co-operation 
with the Union of African Journalists (UAJ) organized a 
seminar on the Red Cross and international humanitarian 
law for 52 journalists from 27 African countries, with 
the participation of the League.
As a follow-up to this seminar, in December 1985, the 
ICRC and the Ethiopian Red Cross organized a seminar in 
Addis Ababa for 56 Ethiopian journalists in co-operation 
with the Ethiopian Journalists Association (EJA).
In 1986, the ICRC similarly organized a seminar at Quito 
in co-operation with the Ecuadorean Red Cross for 33 
Latin American journalists from 17 countries.
Lastly, in 1985, the ICRC organized a round table at 
Mont Pèlerin, (Switzerland) on the safety of journalists 
on dangerous missions, in which representatives of 16 
international or regional organizations of journalists 
took part. This round table provided an occasion to 
explain the basis of international humanitarian law and 
the protection it gives to journalists in wartime.
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c
III. OTHER ACTIVITIES NOT SPECIFICALLY
REFERRED TO IN THE SECOND PROGRAMME OF ACTION
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A. ACTIVITIES OF THE ICRC IN CO-OPERATION WITH THE LEAGUE AND 
THE HD I

1. A SPECIALIZED MAGAZINE : "DISSEMINATION"
In April 1985, the first issue appeared of a new specialized 
ICRC publication, "Dissemination", made possible by close 
co-operation with the League and the Henry Dunant Institute. 
Its objectives are:
- to promote the dissemination of knowledge of international 
humanitarian law and the fundamental principles and ideals 
of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement;

- to support the efforts of "disseminators";
- to inform people about available material relating to 

disseminat ion;
- to promote exchanges of ideas, materials, experiences, 

"know-how" and other information between National Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies in the field of 
disseminat ion.

"Dissemination" is intended for all people who, because of 
their work or interests, are in a position to pass on to 
others knowledge of international humanitarian law and the 
principles and ideals of the Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement: National Societies, the armed forces, academic, 
medical and diplomatic circles, youth, the media, etc.
Published in English, French and Spanish, the magazine now 
has a press run of more than 16,000 copies and appears 
three times a year. Starting with No. 5, which will appear 
in November 1986, it will also be published in Arabic and 
German. It is sent on request and free of charge to ©who 
wish to receive it. The distribution of "Dissemination" has 
expanded from a little more than 2,000 addresses for No. 1 
to 5,000 addresses in August 1986.

B. ACTIVITIES OF THE ICRC
1. RELATIONS WITH UNESCO

An ICRC delegation participated with observer status in the 
meeting of experts on teaching of human rights organized by 
UNESCO at Strasbourg from 26 to 30 July 1982.
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The purpose of this meeting was to explore the various 
current problems encountered in the teaching of human 
rights. For the ICRC, the meeting provided an opportunity to 
highlight the importance of teaching and disseminating 
international humanitarian law.

2. ACTIVITIES VIS-A-VIS GOVERNMENTAL SERVICES
In addition to the activities described under 3.2.2 of the 
preceding part, the ICRC intensified its activities in 
diplomatic circles.
It was to this end that in 1984 the Faculty of Law of the 
University of New York and the ICRC jointly organized in New 
York, USA, an initial seminar on international humanitarian 
law for diplomats accredited to the United Nations. 
Forty-five diplomats representing 39 countries took part. 
This seminar was planned along the same lines as courses 
organized every year by the Henry Dunant Institute in Geneva 
in co-operation with the League and the ICRC.
A second seminar in 1985 was attended by some 50 
participants and a third in 1986 by about the same number.
A similar seminar was organized by the Washington College of 
Law of the American University and the American Red Cross in 
Washington, USA in 1985 for about 30 diplomats accredited to 
the United Nations and the Organization of American States. 
A second seminar took place in 1986 for about 30 
part icipants.
Starting in 1984, the ICRC was invited by the Diplomatic 
Institute of the Egyptian Ministry of Foreign Affairs to 
participate in an annual seminar for young diplomats in 
Cairo. About 30 diplomats from Egypt and nearby countries 
have thus been familiarized every year with the instruments 
of international humanitarian law and the activities of the 
ICRC .
Since 1984, the ICRC has given lectures to future diplomats 
in training at the Centre for International Relations in Dar 
es Salaam, Tanzania.
Finally, the ICRC was invited in 1985 to participate in the 
training programme for diplomats organized by the Graduate 
Institute of International Studies, Geneva. It has thus 
lectured to diplomats from Gabon, Madagascar, Mali and 
Tun i s i a.
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3. ACTIVITIES AT THE UNIVERSITY LEVEL
3.1 Apart from the activities mentioned previously under point

3.2.3, the ICRC has worked as follows with various organisms 
not belonging to the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement:
A. The International Institute of Humanitarian Law of San 

Remo, participating in its annual seminars on inter
national humanitarian law in the present world.

B. The Inter-American Institute of Human Rights, San José, 
Costa Rica, participating in teaching at the 
interdisciplinary courses on human rights which it 
organizes for representatives of governmental circles 
senior officials, diplomats, senior officers - and 
university professors:
the first course, in 1983, was attended by about 100 
participants from 24 countries;
the second course, in 1984, was attended by about 120 
participants representing all countries of the American 
cont inent;
the third course, in 1985, had about 100 participants 
from 27 countries.
On 2 September 1985, an agreement was signed between the 
Inter-American Institute of Human Rights and the ICRC 
for the creation of a chair of international 
humanitarian law, to be known as the Jean Pictet Chair, 
at the Institute in San José, Costa Rica. Every year, 
the ICRC will provide several hours of teaching of 
international humanitarian law.

C. The Egyptian Society of International Law, by 
co-organizing in conjunction with the Egyptian Red 
Crescent and the Legal Department of the Ministry of 
Defence a series of lectures in Cairo on international 
humanitarian law, in which the IHD also took part.
The first seminar was held in November 1982 and attended 
by about thirty officers, a number of professors, senior 
officials and members of the Egyptian Red Crescent, as 
well as two senior Sudanese officers.
A second seminar was held in November 1984 with 60 
participants: senior officers, university professors and 
high officials, mostly Egyptian but also some from 
Jordan, Sudan and Uganda.
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D. The Centre for Strategic and International Studies at 
Jakarta, Indonesia, by participating in a workshop on 
international humanitarian law in 1985 attended by 
ambassadors, university professors and journalists from 
the member states of ASEAN and nearby countries, and in 
a seminar on IHL and contemporary international 
relations, held in 1986 with 26 participants.
The ICRC also sent speakers to seminars on international 
law held in Geneva by the United Nations Commission on 
International Law for diplomats, legal advisers to
ministries 
professors :

of foreign affairs, and univers i ty

in June 1982 (18th seminar) with participants f rom about
20 coun tries,
in June 1983 (19th seminar) with participants f rom about
20 countries,
in June 1984 (20th seminar) with about 40 participants 
from 23 countries,
in June 1985 (21st seminar) with about 40 participants 
from 24 countries.

3.2 In addition, the ICRC participated in:
a seminar organized by the New Zealand Red Cross in 
Wellington in 1983 with the active participation of 
Victoria University, which was attended by senior 
officials of the Ministries of Defence, Foreign Affairs 
and Education, university professors and students, with 
a total of about 30 participants,
a symposium on current problems of international 
humanitarian law organized in 1984 by the Institute of 
Peace and Development of the University of Nice, France, 
for 62 professors, assistant professors and post
graduate students from 24 countries in Africa, Asia 
and Europe,
a symposium on international humanitarian law organized 
by Lumumba University and the Alliance of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies of the USSR at Moscow in 1985, 
with about 60 participants from 21 countries.
Apart from these events, the ICRC gave a great number of 
lectures on international humanitarian law to students 
and teachers of law in many countries on all five 
cont inents.
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3.3

In 1986, the ICRC gave courses on international 
humanitarian law to law students at university in Luambo 
and Luanda, Angola, in co-operation with the professors 
there.
Lastly, the ICRC was associated with the teaching of 
international humanitarian law at the University of 
Geneva, which was resumed in the summer semester of 
1983.
Courses for lawyers
The ICRC, at its own headquarters, organized courses for 
university teaching staff wishing to undertake further 
studies in international humanitarian law. Candidates 
for such courses must qualify by demonstrating a genuine 
interest in this law and in its teaching, be in a 
position to teach this subject in their universities, 
have a sufficient number of students and finally agree 
to draft a short study on a question of international 
humanitarian law or on prospects of teaching it. 
Students preparing theses for doctorates in IHL are also 
eligible for these courses.
The ICRC courses were followed:

in 1982 by 4 participants,
in 1983 by 4 participants
in 1984 by 29 participants
in 1985 by 15 participants
in 1986, up to 1 July 1986, by 13 participants,

from the following countries:
Algeria, Argentina, Austria,
B e 1 g i um ,
Canada, Chad, China, Costa Rica,
Denmark,
Ethiopia,
France,
Germany (Federal Republic), Ghana,
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Jordan,
Kenya,
Lebanon,
Mali, Mexico, Morocco,
Netherlands,
Peru, Poland,
Senegal, Sierra Leone, South Africa,
Tanzania, Togo, Tunisia,
United Kingdom, USA, USSR,
Viet Nam,
Yemen,
Zaire, Z amb i a.

3.4 Reuter Prize
In 1985, the ICRC for the first time awarded the Paul 
Reuter Prize, which, every two years, will be given for 
a particularly meritorious work in the field of 
international humanitarian law. The award was given to 
Mr. Mohammed El Kouhene of Morocco, Doctor at Law, for 
his thesis on the fundamental guarantees of the person 
in humanitarian law and human rights instruments. 
Constituted in 1983, the Paul Reuter Fund makes it 
possible to promote the knowledge and dissemination of 
international humanitarian law, particularly by awarding 
this prize.

4 . ACTIVITIES IN CO-OPERATION WITH NATIONAL SOCIETIES
4.1 Agreements on co-operation between the ICRC and National 

Societies
The ICRC has offered, as one aspect of its co-operation 
with National Societies, to support dissemination 
programmes in conjunction with the overall development 
programmes of certain National Societies.
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The ICRC’s support takes the form of providing the 
National Society with basic material and assuming part 
of the costs of these programmes, with its proportionate 
contribution to the costs diminishing each year over a 
three-year period.

C .

Some of these agreements are concerned not only with 
dissemination but also with other subjects, such as 
preparation for man-made disasters.
Programmes of this type are being carried out or will be 
undertaken between now and 1987 in the following 
countries: Benin, Burkina Faso, Congo, Costa Rica, 
Dominican Republic, Ethiopia, Ghana, Haiti, Lebanon, 
Liberia, Nicaragua, Philippines, South Africa, Togo, 
Uganda, Zaire and Zimbabwe.

ACTIVITIES OF THE HDI
Between 1982 and 1985, the Henry Dunant Institute 
continued its activities in the dissemination of 
international humanitarian law and the principles and 
ideals of the Red Cross. It has concentrated in 
particular on following up Resolution No. 10 of the 
International Conference of the Red Cross, Manila 1981, 
and that of the Council of Delegates (Manila 1981) which 
encouraged it to ” ...reinforce its contribution to the 
efforts of the ICRC in disseminating international 
humanitarian law" and to "continue to support the action 
of the ICRC and the League in the dissemination of the 
principles and ideals of the Red Cross...". Its work has 
also been conducted in conformity with the Programme of 
Action 1982-1985 with respect to dissemination.
The dissemination activities of the Henry Dunant 
Institute may be divided into two categories:

preparation of working documents and references and 
teaching material on humanitarian law and the 
principles and ideals of the Red Cross, for use by 
National Societies and governmental and academic 
circles.
programmes of training and/or dissemination courses 

and seminars for National Societies and for circles 
which do not belong to the Red Cross Movement.
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1. WORKING DOCUMENTS, TEACHING MATERIAL
a) Guidelines on basic knowledge of the Red Cross and Red 

Crescent
Following a round table on training organized by the 
HDI in 1984, a collection of guidelines on basic 
knowledge of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement 
was compiled in close co-operation with the League and 
the ICRC.
These guidelines are intended for leaders, volunteers 
and members of the National Societies to enable them 
to gain a better understanding of the nature and 
principles of the Movement, to be more aware of their 
responsibilities and to strengthen their motivation. 
The document, sent to the National Societies in 
English, French and Spanish, may also be used as an 
instrument for dissemination by dissemination officers 
and instructors in the National Societies.

b) "The Laws of Armed Conflicts"
This collection, prepared by the HDI in 1973, of basic 
documents on humanitarian law - the Hague Conventions, 
Geneva Conventions, Additional Protocols, including a 
historical introduction, tabulations of signatures, 
ratifications of and accessions to the international 
conventions, and the text of reservations - has been 
revised and supplemented and the third edition will be 
published in English at the end of 1986. The HDI will 
publish the collection in French in 1987.

c) Bibliography of international humanitarian law
The Institute published a new and enlarged edition 
in English in 1985 of the concise bibliography on IHL 
for teachers and students.

d) Teaching manual on international humanitarian law for 
universities
In response to a request by UNESCO and the ICRC, the 
HDI prepared and published in April 1986, in French, a 
teaching manual on international humanitarian law for 
universities, called "Les dimensions internationales 
du droit humanitaire" (The international dimensions of 
humanitarian law). To compile the manual, it asked 
experts of world-wide renown to write on the various 
aspects of international humanitarian law.
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II. COURSES AND SEMINARS ON DISSEMINATION/TRAINING
In conjunction with the International Centre of 
Sociological, Penal and Penitentiary Research and Studies of 
the University of Messina, the HDI organized the first 
seminar on questions of detention and respect for 
humanitarian rules for the heads of penitentiary 
administrations in African countries, which was held in June 
1985 in Messina, Sicily, with 36 participants from 26 
count ries.
Also in 1985, the HDI, at the request of the Swiss Red 
Cross, held a seminar on the Red Cross and international 
humanitarian law for the officers and volunteers of cantonal 
sections of the Swiss Red Cross, attended by 15 persons.

Other contributions
The Henry Dunant Institute participated in a number of other 
meetings organized by the ICRC or National Societies and in 
some cases by specialized institutions such as:
- Seminar on the methods of dissemination of international 

humanitarian law and principles of the Red Cross in Nordic 
countries (Oslo, August 1982).

- Seminar on IHL for university professors, organized by the 
British Red Cross (London, January-February 1985).

Panel meetings and study visits
During visits to the HDI by groups of members of National 
Societies or representatives of academic institutions, it 
organized panel meetings on the Red Cross, humanitarian law 
and the major humanitarian problems of our time.
Students at the Henry Dunant Institute
The Institute has the task of promoting research and studies 
of a humanitarian character among National Societies and in 
academic circles. It also provides facilities for individual 
researchers at its own premises.
From 1982 to 1986, the Institute received some 30 
researchers, including a number from various National 
Societies.
Their main research subjects were international humanitarian 
law, refugee law and the problems of displaced persons, and 
the Red Cross and Peace.
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c
IV. THIRD PROGRAMME OF ACTION OF THE RED CROSS

WITH RESPECT TO DISSEMINATION OF 

INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW

AND OF THE PRINCIPLES AND IDEALS OF THE RED CROSS

(1986 - 1990)
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INTRODUCTION

A. PRINCIPLES AND GUIDELINES

1. The activity of the Red Cross and Red Crescent in the dissemina
tion of International Humanitarian Law (IHL) and the Principles and 
ideals of the Red Cross is provided for in the Statutes of the 
International Red Cross, of the International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC), of the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies (League) and of many National Societies. It has been the 
subject of several resolutions of International Red Cross 
Conferences. Resolution XXI of the Diplomatic Conference on the 
reaffirmation and development of International Humanitarian Law 
applicable in armed conflicts refers to it.
Its importance for the future of the Red Cross was also emphasized 
in the Report on the reappraisal of the role of the Red Cross.

2. The term "International Humanitarian Law" refers to the whole body 
of rules in the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and their two additional 
Protocols of 1977, together with other rules designed to assure 
protection and respect for human beings in armed conflicts.

3. The Fundamental Principles of the Red Cross proclaimed by the 
Twentieth International Red Cross Conference in 1965 are the ge
neral expression of the ideals of the Red Cross movement and 
guide its humanitarian actions in all circumstances and in all 
places.

4. IHL and the Principles of the Red Cross are intimately related. 
Both the Geneva Conventions and the Protocols reflect certain of 
these Principles, especially Humanity and, as a function of non
discrimination, the principles of Impartiality and Neutrality.



45

5. Dissemination activities are guided by three principles set forth 
by Red Cross seminars on dissemination and confirmed by the 
Twenty-third International Conference of the Red Cross at Bu
charest in 1977 :

Although dissemination of International Humanitarian Law is a 
responsibility of governments, it should also be a direct con
cern of the Red Cross in general and particularly of each Na
tional Society in its own country.

The dissemination of Red Cross ideals must not be limited to 
the Geneva Conventions but should also cover Red Cross 
Principles and be included in the broad concept of man's 
responsibility to man.

(
Dissemination cannot be dissociated from the propagation of 
a spirit of peace by all members of the Red Cross family. 
Dissemination should never make war appear "acceptable".

6. The ICRC and the League intend to continue, jointly or within the 
terms of their respective mandates, their cooperation in this area, 
in compliance with the principles noted above. The two institutions 
will do so with the support of the Henry Dunant Institute (HDI), 
which is at the service of the International Red Cross and Red 
Crescent movement.

7. The ICRC, the League and the HDI base their action on the fol
lowing statutory provisions and guidelines :

Statutes of the International Red Cross (IRC), Article VI,
1 and 2 :

The ICRC "maintains the Fundamental and permanent 
principles of the Red Cross... ". It "works for the continual 
improvement and diffusion of the Geneva Conventions".

Constitution of the League :

It is the function of the League in this field to :

Article 5, 1, j : "assist the ICRC in the promotion and deve
lopment of international humanitarian law and collaborate with 
it in the dissemination of this law of the Fundamental 
Principles of the Red Cross among the National Societies.
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Article 5, 1, g : "encourage and coordinate between National 
Societies the exchange of ideas for the education of children 
and young people in humanitarian ideals and for the develop
ment of friendly relations between young people of all 
countries".

Article 5, 1, h : "assist National Societies to recruit mem
bers from the population as a whole and inculcate the Princi
ples and ideals of the Red Cross".

Statutes of the Henry Dunant Institute (HDI), Article 3 :

"Mindful of the respective competences of each of the three member 
institutions, the objective of the Institute shall be to make 
available to the member institutions ways and means of carrying 
out studies, research, training and instruction in all branches of 
Red Cross activities and thus to contribute to the strengthening 
of Red Cross unity and universality".

In all circumstances, the specific fields of competence of each of 
the three institutions shall be respected.

8. The National Societies contribute permanently to the dissemination 
of international humanitarian law and the Principles and ideals of 
the Red Cross, at all levels, as a means of education and humani
tarian training, especially among their leaders and both adult and 
young volunteers, as well as the general public. It is desirable 
for them to establish close co-operation with sister Societies 
which have experience in dissemination, and for the latter to 
maintain similar co-operation with each other.

9. In this field, it is the common aim of the ICRC, the League and 
the National Societies to make international humanitarian law better 
known and better applied throughout the world and to assure res
pect for the Principles and ideals of the Red Cross, and in so 
doing to propagate a spirit of peace in the international community.
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10. In their dissemination activities, the ICRC, the League and the 
Henry Dunant Institute will obtain the counsel of qualified 
specialists in the fields covered by this Programme of Action and 
will co-operate with specialized organizations, notably the Interna
tional Institute of Humanitarian Law (San Remo), the International 
Institute of Human Rights (Strasbourg), UNESCO, the Medico-Legal 
Commission in Monaco, etc.

c
B. CONTENT OF THE PROGRAMME OF ACTION

11. In this document, the ICRC and the League have four objectives :

To list activities which the Red Cross and Red Crescent move
ment may reasonably be expected to carry out from 1986 to 
1990 in respect to the dissemination of international humani
tarian law and the principles and ideals of the Red Cross, 
regionally and worlwide.

This list does not include activities of National Societies, 
carried out in their own countries, with or without the 
assistance of the ICRC and the League.

To give this list the character of a Programme of Action, 
containing plans and specific projects.

To propose an approach to financing this Programme of Action.

To set forth the legal bases for execution of the programme.



48

12. In doing this, the ICRC and the League are not simply providing a 
framework for their statutory dissemination obligations but are 
also implementing Resolution N°VII of the Twenty-third Interna
tional Conference of the Red Cross (Bucharest, 1977) which 
requested them "to lay down guidelines for their co-operation in 
the sphere of dissemination in order to give more effective help to 
National Societies in drawing up programmes of activities concer
ning the dissemination of international humanitarian law and the 
training of national officers in this field".

In addition, the international institutions of the Red Cross seek 
to give effect through this Programme, to Resolution N°X of the 
Twenty-fourth International Conference of the Red Cross (Manila, 
1981) which "notes the special responsibilities of National 
Societies to assist their governments in this work and invites the 
National Societies, in co-operation with the ICRC, the League and 
with assistance of the Henry Dunant Institute, to train national 
officials to be responsible for dissemination, and to co-operate 
also with their authorities, especially on the joint committee on 
dissemination, ask the ICRC and the League, each within its own 
sphere, to help National Societies to draw up and implement 
national and regional dissemination programmes, ....".

13. The present Programme of Action has four objectives :

To encourage States to ratify or accede to the Protocols 
additional to the Geneva Conventions.

To analyze the legal and practical consequences of provisions 
of the Protocols additional to the Geneva Conventions.

To disseminate and encourage the dissemination of interna
tional humanitarian law.

To integrate the dissemination of the Principles and ideals 
of the Red Cross into all the activities of the Red Cross 
movement.
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14. These four objectives are divided into three quite separate parts, 
as their nature differs :

Accession to the Protocols (Objective 1); Research (Objective 2); 
Dissemination, education and training (Objectives 3 and 4).

15. The objectives are embodied in a series of plans. The plans for 
Objectives 3 and 4, for example, are intended to reach the follo
wing audiences :

THE ARMED FORCES
GOVERNMENTAL AUTHORITIES
ACADEMIC CIRCLES
MEDICAL CIRCLES
YOUTH
THE GENERAL PUBLIC

16. This Programme of 
having covered the 
years 1982 to 1985. 
lapping between the 
breach in continuity,

Action is the third of its kind, the first 
years 1978 to 1981 and the second one the 
There has inevitably been a degree of over- 
two previous Programmes. To prevent any 

the third Programme of Action includes :

plans in the second Programme which were still being carried 
out at the end of 1985;

plans in the second Programme which have already been car
ried out but are being resumed or repeated in the third;

plans in the second Programme which were not carried out 
and are being taken up again in the third;

completely new plans, generally resulting from recommenda
tions put forward at various meetings devoted to dissemination 
between 1982 and 1985.

17. In order to follow up better the achievement of the objectives set 
in the Programme of Action for the dissemination of international 
humanitarian law and the Principles and ideals of the Red Cross, 
the ICRC, in co-operation with the League, created new instrument 
for information in August 1985, a magazine entitled "Dissemination", 
for distribution to all relevant circles. This publication, issued 
every four months, reports on dissemination activities around the 
world : every type of printed material, audiovisual material, 
seminars and all other means employed to bring better knowledge 
and awareness, everywhere and at all levels, of international huma
nitarian law and the Principles and ideals of the Red Cross and 
Red Crescent.
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C. FINANCING OF THE PROGRAMME OF ACTION

18. The objectives and projects will be financed in two different ways. 
Some will be charged to the regular budget of each institution. It 
is naturally understood in the cases of the ICRC, the League and 
the Henry Dunant Institute that projects which are proposed for 
inclusion in the regular budgets will have to be submitted for ap
proval by the competent bodies in the respective institutions.

19. Other projects will be provided for by ad hoc financing and will 
not be undertaken unless funds are available.

20. The ICRC and the League will coordinate their efforts in seeking 
funds for the Programme of Action. As a rule, the two institutions 
will approach their contacts jointly. In the event however that it 
would be best to have such an approach made by either the ICRC 
or the League, the decision to close will be made in consultation. 
In taking all budgetary decisions, the ICRC and the League will 
bear in mind that the dissemination of international humanitarian 
law and the Principles and ideals of the Red Cross is a statutory 
obligation for both institutions.
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THIRD PROGRAMME OF ACTION OF THE RED CROSS/

AND RED CRESCENT MOVEMENT WITH RESPECT TO 

DISSEMINATION OF INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW 

( AND OF THE PRINCIPLES AND IDEALS OF THE MOVEMENT

(1986 - 1990)

Submitted by the International Committee of the Red Cross 
and the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies to 
the XXVth International Conference of the Red Cross in 
Geneva, October 1986.
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THIRD PROGRAMME OF ACTION

PART 1

ACCESSION TO THE PROTOCOLS ADDITIONAL TO

THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS

Objective No.l : To encourage States to ratify or to accede
to the Protocols additional to the Geneva 
Conventions.

The adoption of these Protocols is an important step forward in the 
development of international humanitarian law by governments and calls 
for a simultaneous and concerted effort on the part of all Red Cross 
institutions.

The ICRC will encourage governments to ratify or to accede to the Pro
tocols, while drawing their attention to the tasks assigned to the Red 
Cross.

The ICRC in collaboration with the League will urge National Societies 
to encourage their governments to accede to the Protocols.
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Number Plans of Objective 
of No. 1
plan

Achieved 
and/or 
continuing

Under 
completion

Not yet New 
achieved

Ad hoc 
financing

1.1.

(

The ICRC invites 
governments to become 
party to the Protocols.

The ICRC (PL) * and the 
the League jointly call 
on National Societies 
to urge their res
pective governments 
to become party to 
the Protocols.

* Projet Leader

f
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PART 2

STUDY AND RESEARCH

Objective No.2 : To analyse the legal and practical implica
tions of the provisions of the Protocols 
additional to the Geneva Conventions.

The ICRC will endeavour to have the various provisions of the Protocols 
better understood. It will devote special attention to studying and 
analysing the practical implications for Red Cross institutions of the 
new legal instruments and their implementation.
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Number Plans of Objective 
of No. 2
plan

Achieved 
and/or 
continuing

Under 
completion

Not yet New 
achieved

Ad hoc 
financing

2.1 The ICRC will X
prepare and publish
the "Commentary on the 
Protocols" in French and 
in English.

2.2 The ICRC will publish the 
combined edition of the 
Geneva Conventions and the 
Protocols in various lan
guages .

2.3 The ICRC will publish X
the "Essential Rules of
the Geneva Conventions 
and their Additional 
Protocols" in various 
languages.

2.4 The ICRC will publish X
"The means of
identification in 
the Geneva Conven
tions and their Pro
tocols" .

2.5 The ICRC will publish 
an "Index of the Geneva 
Conventions and the 
Protocols”.

2.6 The HDI* will publish
"The Law of Armed 
Conflict" in English, 
French and Spanish 
(Schindier-Toman)

2.7 The HDI and the ICRC 
will contribute to 
the preparation and 
publication of the 
glossary on IHL ter
minology in French, 
English, Russian and 
Spanish.

ICRC

X ICRC

ICRC

ICRC

X ICRC

X

X ICRC/HDI
Other 
source

* Henry Dunant Institute



- 56

PART 3

DISSEMINATION, EDUCATION, TRAINING

Objective No.3 : To promote the dissemination of 
international humanitarian law.

3.1. Among National Societies:

- While bearing in mind the importance of the dissemination of the 
Principles and ideals of the Red Cross, it is necessary to ensure that 
National Societies are an effective tool in the dissemination of 
international humanitarian law. In their respective countries, National 
Societies should be in a position to have an important part in this 
field, in particular with governmental authorities and institutions so 
that the latter will assume their obligation as to the dissemination of 
international humanitarian law among the various sectors of the public 
concerned.

The ICRC, with the co-operation of the League, will promote and support 
National Societies' programmes for the dissemination of international 
humanitarian law and the fundamental principles of the Red Cross and 
will encourage them to include dissemination in their respective 
development programmes.

The ICRC, with the co-operation of the League, will encourage National 
Societies to appoint a person in charge of dissemination and will assist 
them in their relevant training efforts, mainly by organizing seminars 
and publishing teaching material.

The ICRC, with the co-operation of the League, will organize with 
National Societies, technical seminars on the ways and means of 
dissemination and will contribute to provide teaching and demonstration 
material.
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3.2. Among armed forces, governments, academic institutions, health personnel, 
mass media, international organizations and other institutions.

- 3y its mandate and experience, the ICRC is - within the Red Cross - in 
charge of dissemination among armed forces, governments, academic 
institutions, health personnel (in co-operation with the League as to 
the nurses), mass media, international organizations and others insti
tutions .

The ICRC will co-operate with international organizations and institu
tions concerned with international humanitarian law which contribute to 
the dissemination of it. National Societies will be invited to support 
this action at national level.

- The ICRC will co-ordinate the studies and ensure exchange of informa
tion on teaching methods related to dissemination. It will encourage 
the establishment of permanent national joint committees representing 
the appropriate ministerios and National Societies to examine and 
mobilize resources for systematic dissemination of international huma
nitarian law. The National Societies will be invited to promote the 
setting up of such joint committees.

- The ICRC will prepare, adapt, revise and constantly evaluate the 
contents of dissemination programmes and the relevant material.

- The ICRC will organize seminars and training programmes for the armed 
forces and public services concerned with the assistance of specialized 
institutions such as the International Institute of Humanitarian Law 
(San Remo).

The ICRC will encourage education on IHL, in academic institutions and 
in particular in law faculties, political science faculties, military 
academies, medicine and social sciences faculties and in teachers' trai
ning colleges. National Societies concerned and the HDI will participate 
in this effort.

The ICRC will contribute, with the Henry Dunant Institute, to the 
exchange of international courses on IHL.

The HDI, with the co-operation of the ICRC and the League, will 
undertake enquiries among universities on the present state of education 
in this law together with the assistance of the National Societies 
concerned.
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Number Plans of Objective 
of No 3.1
plan

Archived 
and/or 
continuing

Under 
completion

Not yet New 
achieved

Ad hoc 
financing

3.1.1 The ICRC will organize 
with National Societies 
and with the co-operation 
of the League regional 
seminars on the dissemi
nation of IHL.

3.1.2 The ICRC with National 
Societies and with the 
co-operation of the 
League will organize 
regional seminars to 
train those in charge of 
dissemination in 
National Societies.

3.1.3 The ICRC will publish
a collection of interna
tional humanitarian 
law case studies for 
general and specialized 
use.

3.1.4 The League (PL) * will 
organize with National 
Societies and with the 
co-operation of the ICRC 
Red Cross Youth seminars 
to introduce IHL.

X

X

X

X

* Projet Leader

ICRC/NS, 
LRCS

ICRC/NS, 
LRCS

'' )

ICRC

LRCS/ 
ICRC/ 
NS
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Not yet New
achieved

Number 
of 
plan

3.2.1

3.2.1.1

Plans of Objective
No 3.2

Achieved 
and/or 
continuing

Under 
completion

Ad hoc 
financing

3.2.1.6

j. 2.1.2

3.2.1.3

3.2.1.4

3.2.1.5 
c

Among the armed 
forces :
The ICRC will or
ganize courses 
periods for offi
cers, military 
doctors, etc. 
at national, 
regional and inter
national level.

X ICRC/ 
GVTS

The ICRC will contri
bute to courses on the 
law of war for high 
ranking officers orga
nized by the Institute 
of Humanitarian Law of 
San Remo.

X ICRC/ 
GVTS

The ICRC will revise 
the Soldier's Manual. 
("Rules for behaviour 
in combat").

X ICRC

The ICRC will publish 
a "Manual on the Law of 
War" in English, French 
and Spanish.

X ICRC

The ICRC and the HDI will 
assist the "International 
Committee for Military 
Medecine and Pharmacy" in 
the organization of annual 
courses on the law of war 
for high ranking officers 
of the military medical 
services.

X ICRC/ 
ICMMP

The ICRC will set 
up a documentation 
centre on dissemi
nation of the law 
of war among armed 
forces.

X ICRC



Under Not yet New Ad hoc
completion achieved financing

Number Plans of Objective 
of N° 3.2 (cont.)
plan

Achieved 
and/or 
continuing

3.2.2 Among governmental 
services:

3.2.2.1 The HDI and/or the 
ICRC will organize 
periodic regional 
seminars on inter
national humanita
rian law for govern
mental officials if 
possible in co-opera
tion with other insti
tutions concerned.

3.2.2.2 The HDI and/or the 
ICRC will organize 
periodic seminars on 
IHL for diplomats 
stationed in particular 
in Geneva and New York.

3.2.2.3 The HDI and/or the 
ICRC will organize 
periodic seminars 
for IGO and NGO 
officials.

3.2.2.4 The HDI will orga
nize in co-opera
tion with the ICRC 
regional seminars 
for IGO and NGO 
officials.

X

X

ICRC/
HDI/other 
insti
tutions

ICRC/HDI

HDI/ICRC

ICRC/HDI 
GVTS
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Number 
of 
plan

Plans of Objective
No. 3.2 (cont.)

Achieved 
and/or 
continuing

Under 
completion

Not yet New 
achieved

Ad hoc 
financing

3.2.3
3.2.3.1

At academic level:

The ICRC will 
organize regional 
seminars on IHL for

ICRC

teachers of interna-
tional public law.

3.2.3.2

c
The HDI in co-operation 
with the ICRC and the 
League and with the as
sistance of the National 
Societies concerned will 
publish an index of 
universities teaching IHL.

X ICRC/LRCS

3.2.3.3

3.2.3.4

3.2.3.5
r

The ICRC with the co-ope
ration of the HDI will 
organize the teaching of 
international humanitarian 
law at the International 
Institute of Human 
Rights in Strasbourg

The ICRC will organize 
the teaching of IHL at 
the Institute of Human 
Rights in San Jose.

The ICRC and the 
Polish Red Cross 
will organize sum
mer courses on inter
national humanitarian 
law for advanced stu
dents of European and 
North American univer
sities .

X

X

X

ICRC

ICRC

ICRC/ 
Polish RC
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Not yet New
achieved

Number 
of 
plan

3.3

3.3.1

Plans of Objective
No. 3.3 and 3.4.

Among health 
personnel:
The League will, with 
the co-operation of the 
ICRC, update ICN/ 
League Teaching Kit 
on the "Nurse, the 
Geneva Conventions 
and Human Rights".

3.3.2 The League with the 
co-operation of the 
ICRC will organize 
regional seminars 
for directors of 
nursing colleges 
and for nurses .

3.4

3.4.1

Among the mass media:

ICRC will organize 
regional seminars in 
co-operation with re
gional and/or inter
national media orga
nizations .

The ICRC will prepare 
and publish a booklet 
on IHL for journalists.

Achieved 
and/or • 
continuing

X

Under 
completion

X

X

Ad hoc 
financing

LRCS

LRCS

ICRC

ICRC
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Objective No.4 : To integrate the dissemination of the 
Principles and ideals of the Red Cross 
into all the Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement's activities.

Beyond the dissemination of international humanitarian law, the pro
motion of the knowledge of the Principles and ideals of the Red Cross 
should be integrated into all the activities of the National Societies, 
the League and the ICRC. Any instruction on the Red Cross in general 
and any training or information undertaking should, in the short or 
long-term, ensure understanding of respect for and implementation of 
the Principles and ideas of the Red Cross.

Therefore, the following procedure may be ressorted to:

- National Societies will be urged to include on their training 
and public relations programmes the dissemination of the Principles 
and ideals of the Red Cross, the history and structure of the 
International Red Cross, and information on all activities 
representing their contribution to the promotion of peace and 
international co-operation.

The ICRC, in collaboration with the League, will include the 
dissemination of the Principles and ideals in the Red Cross 
Development Programme, in particular on the agenda of meetings 
and training courses organized in with National Societies. The 
ICRC will contribute to these programmes.

The ICRC and the League will encourage National Societies to set 
up committees of experts on international humanitarian law, on 
education and on communication in order to advise them on 
preparing programmes for disseminating the Principles and ideals 
of the Red Cross as well as international humanitarian law.

- The ICRC, the League and the HDI will prepare for the use of 
National Societies adequate written or audiovisual teaching material 
for various publics such as Young people, teachers, volunteers, the 
public at large, etc.
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Number Plans of Objective 
of No. 4
plan

Achieved 
and/or 
continuing

Under 
completion

Not yet New 
achieved

Ad hoc 
financing

4.1. Among National
Societies :

4.1.1. The HDI, in co-operation X
with the ICRC and the
League, will organize 
annual training courses 
on Red Cross/Red Crescent 
international activities 
for National Societies' 
leaders, officials and 
volunteers.

4.1.2. The ICRC in consultation with 
the League will publish a 
Guide of Questions and Answers 
on the International Red Cross.

4.1.3 The ICRC, jointly with the
League, in co-operation with 
National Societies will pre
pare audio-visual material for 
dissemination of the Fundamen
tal Principles.

ICRC/ 
LRCS

X ICRC

LRCS/ 
ICRC

X
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Number Plans of Objective 
of No 4 (cont.)
plan

Achieved Under
and/or completion
continuing

Not yet New Ad hoc 
achieved financing

4.2.
4.2.1.

4.2.2

(

4.2.3.

4.2.4

Among young people:
The League and the ICRC 
will update the use of 
of Red Cross/Red Crescent 
Teaching Guide.

The League, in co-operation 
with the ICRC, will prepare 
appropriate teaching material 
for educating young people 
about the Principles and ideals 
of the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent.

The League, in co-operation 
with the ICRC, will assist 
National Society Youth Sec
tions to include dissemination 
programmes and peace education 
in all courses for young peo
ple.

The League and the ICRC 
will co-operate with Na
tional Societies in order 
to organize a European 
Seminar on Peace Education 
based on the recommendations 
of the International Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Peace Confe
rence. (Aaland 1984).

X LRCS/ 
ICRC

X LRCS/
ICRC

X LRCS/
ICRC

X NS


