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Resolution VIII

Identification of medical transport

The XXIVth International Conference of the Red Cross,

considering that:

- the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), pursuant 
to Resolution 17 of the Diplomatic Conference on the 
Reaffirmation and Development of International Humanitarian 
Law Applicable in Armed Conflicts (CDDH), is working out 
amendments to annexes 2, 7, 10 and 11 to the Convention on 
International Civil Aviation, and is continuing the study of 
specifications with a view to making the identification of 
medical aircraft easier,

- the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization 
(IMCO) has acted upon the CDDH Resolution 18 by inserting in 
the International Code of Signals a chapter entitled 
"Identification of Medical Transport in Armed Conflicts",

- the World Administrative Radio Conference (WARC 79) has 
acted upon the CDDH Resolution 19 by inserting in the 
Radio Regulations a section entitled "Medical Transports",

- the WARC 79 also acted upon the Resolution IX of the XXIIIrd 
International Conference of the Red Cross by adopting 
Resolution 10 on emergency radiocommunications,

noting that pursuant to article 21 of the Second Geneva 
Convention of 12 August 1949 special protection shall be granted 
to ships and craft assisting the wounded, the sick and the 
shipwrecked,

referring further to the pertinent provisions of Protocol I 
Additional to the Geneva Conventions, relating to the protection 
to be granted to medical ships, craft and aircraft,

believing that any improvement in the system of identification 
of all ships, craft and aircraft, particularly those of neutral 
or other States not Parties to the conflict, used to assist the 
wounded, the sick and the ship-wrecked, will improve the special 
protection to be granted to ships, craft and aircraft in such 
circumstances,
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noting in this context that the WARC 79 adopted Resolution 11 
with annex relating to the use of radiocommunications for 
ensuring the safety of any ship and aircraft of neutral and 
other States not Parties to an armed conflict,

1. notes with satisfaction that Governments and their national 
telecommunications administrations and the specialized 
international organizations, by responding to CDDH 
Resolutions 17, 18 and 19, have contributed to the 
improvement of the safety and rapidity of medical
evacuations,

2. welcomes the fact that the Radio Regulations are taking Red 
Cross radio communications into consideration,

3. urges Governments to do their utmost to ensure the 
formulation in appropriate international conferences or by a 
relevant international organization such as the WARC and 
IMCO, of rules and procedures for the better identification 
of ships, craft and aircraft of neutral States and other 
States not Parties to an armed conflict when these ships, 
craft and aircraft assist the wounded, the sick and the 
shipwrecked,

4. invites Governments to see also in peacetime to the necessary 
co-ordination between civilian and military telecomunications 
services on the one hand and medical services on land, at sea 
and in the air, on the other hand, and to make available as 
far as possible to medical personnel, modern communication 
and identification systems providing optimum safety 
conditions for the evacuation of the wounded, the sick and 
the shipwrecked especially in time of armed conflict.

)
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1. INTRODUCTION
Resolution VIII originated with the report presented by the 
ICRC to the Twenty-Fourth International Conference of the 
Red Cross in Manila in November 1981, on the follow-up to 
Resolutions 17, 18 and 19 of the Diplomatic Conference on 
the Reaffirmation and Development of International 
Humanitarian Law Applicable in Armed Conflicts, 1974-1977 
(hereinafter referred to as CDDH)1). The above-mentioned 
resolutions had been addressed to:

- the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO),
- the International Maritime Organization (IMO), 2).
- the International Telecommunications Union (ITU).
Having stressed the favourable measures taken by these 
organizations following the three resolutions, the ICRC 
report indicated in its conclusion that the use of 
radiocommunications for the safety and identification of 
neutral ships and aircraft would be examined at the next 
World Administrative Radio Conference for Mobile Services 
(WARC Mob) 3). Referring to this event, the report stated 
that "in the interest of neutral means of transport, it 
would be worthwhile if all national telecommunication 
administrations supported this proposal. These transports 
are necessary for the relief operations of the International 
Red Cross. Moreover, neutral ships are mentioned in article 
21 of the Second Geneva Convention of 12 August 1949 for the 
services they can render to the wounded, the sick and the 
shipwrecked ”.

1) Report presented by the ICRC, identification of medical 
transport; Red Cross emergency radio communications; Item 
3.2 on the provisional agenda of Commission 1; document 
CPA/3.2.1, Geneva, June 1981.

2) The Intergovernmental Maritime Consultative Organization 
(IMCO) mentioned in Resolution VIII became the International 
Maritime Organization (IMO) on 22 May 1982.

3) See Note 1, Conclusion pp. 22-26. The WARC Mob that the ITU 
had intended to organize in 1982 was held in Geneva from
28 February to 18 March 1983.
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In addition, the report recalled that coordination of 
radiocommunications at national level concerned all 
services, whether civilian or military, using radio 
frequencies and that modern methods of identification and 
radiocommunications for medical units and transports were 
important for the safety of medical evacuation operations 
and the safeguarding of human life 4).
The action taken in accordance with Resolutions 17, 18 and 
19 of the CDDH do not, however, solve all the problems 
raised in Resolution VIII. The needs in radiocommunications 
and modern methods of identification stem first and foremost 
from the provisions of the Geneva Conventions relating to 
medical units and transports. These provisions advocate, in 
particular, the use by the belligerents of "the most modern 
methods available to facilitate the identification of 
hospital ships" (Second Convention, Art. 43, para. 8), but 
without specifying these methods.
This question has been neglected for too long, and it is 
high time to make use of modern methods for signalling and 
identifying medical units and transports, also other means 
of facilitating the humanitarian mission of such units and 
transports.

2. Action taken by the ICRC as a result of Resolution VIII
Resolution VIII considers ". . . that: any improvement in the 
system of identification of all ships, craft and aircraft, 
particularly those of neutral or other States not Parties to 
the conflict, used to assist the wounded, the sick and the 
shipwrecked, will improve the special protection to be 
granted to ships, craft and aircraft in such circumstances".

After the adoption of this Resolution, the ICRC continued to 
study technical identification systems for use by medical 
units and transports, from the practical and the legal 
viewpoint. It took part as far as possible in the meetings 
of the three international organizations specializing in the

4) Ibid., p. 2, para. 5; p. 25, para 3. 
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subject, ITU, ICAO and IMO, in order to draw up proposals 
along the lines of Resolution VIII. For example, suggestions 
sometimes in the form of draft technical regulations, were 
submitted to the competent international bodies at their 
meetings, during the period following the Twenty-Fourth 
International Red Cross Conference in Manila, i.e., from 
November 1981 to the end of 1985.
Early in 1986, the ICRC consulted government technical naval 
experts in order to examine certain questions concerning the 
methods of signalling and identification for use by 
transports protected under the Second Convention and to 
undertake the compilation of a technical manual. The purpose 
of the manual is to facilitate the application of new 
technical provisions adopted by the above-mentioned 
international bodies for identification and signalling, by 
technical methods, of ships and other vessels protected 
under the Second Convention and of medical aircraft.
The ICRC's work with the competent international 
organizations in their own fields of activity comprises the 
following:

2.1. International Telecommunications Union (ITU), Geneva-
Use of radiocommunications and radar
The use of radiocommunications and radar is subject to ITU 
regulations, both for fixed services (between specific 
fixed points) and for mobile services (between mobile land, 
sea or air stations or between mobile and fixed stations). 
WARC 79, mentioned in the preamble to Resolution VIII of 
the Twenty-Fourth International Red Cross Conference, had, 
in its Resolution 212, invited the ITU Administrative 
Council to convene a World Administrative Radio 
Conference for Mobile Services (WARC Mob) to revise the 
provisions of the Radio Regulations applying particularly 
to such services. This Conference, WARC Mob 83, held in 
Geneva from 28 February to 18 March 1983, was attended by 
about 500 delegates representing 89 States and about a 
dozen specialized international bodies. The ICRC was also 
represented.
For the ICRC, the preparatory work for the WARC Mob 83 
meeting began in 1980. In view of the action taken 
following Resolution 19 of the CDDH by WARC 79 (adoption of 
Section II, "Medical transports", in Article 40 of the ITU 
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Radio Regulations) and Resolution VIII adopted in 1981 at 
the Manila Conference, the ICRC co-operated in preparing 
draft amendments to Section II of Article 40. These drafts 
were discussed in various meetings prior to WARC Mob 83 - 
for example, meetings of the ad hoc working group of the 
European Conference of Postal and Telecommunication 
Administrations (ECPTA) and in preliminary meetings of 
national telecommunications authorities with which the ICRC 
is in contact. Several Member States of the ITU submitted 
the proposed amendments to Section II of Article 40 of the 
Radio Regulations at the WARC Mob 83. The texts of the 
amendments adopted are given in Section 3 below (subsection 
3.1).
The agenda of WARC Mob 83 included a number of essentially 
technical items of special or general interest in relation 
to airborne and seaborne medical transport, in particular:
- the Future Global Maritime Distress and Safety System 

(FGMDSS) a system of locating by satellite the radio 
beacons worn by persons in distress;

- the maritime telecommunications service by INMARSAT 
satellites;

- radio transponders in emergency rescue craft, for Search 
and Rescue (SAR) Operations;

- ships' radar transponders;
- the Distress and Safety Digital Selective Calling in the 
Maritime Mobile Service;

- radio beacons for locating persons in distress.
The ICRC also followed developments in these technical 
fields, in order to obtain information that might prove 
useful for aircraft, ships and other craft protected under 
the Geneva Conventions and for neutral transports, both 
seaborne and airborne, chartered by the International Red 
Cross as relief transports in areas of armed conflict.
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2.2. International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), Montreal. 
Aeronautical telecommunications - attribution of radar 
identification codes, flashing blue light.
Putting Resolution 17 of the CDDH into effect, the ICAO 
laid down rules for the radio identification of medical 
aircraft by adopting a paragraph 5.3.3.4 entitled "Action 
by an Aircraft used for Medical Transports", in Chapter 5 - 
Aeronautical mobile service - of Annex 10, Volume II 
"Aeronautical telecommunications", ICAO. These new 
provisions of Annex 10, which were published by the ICAO, 
took effect on 21 November 1985. The problem of radio 
identification and radiocommunications of medical aircraft 
has thus been resolved (cf. subsection 3.2).
The ICRC remained in contact with the ICAO, after the 
adoption of Resolution VIII, in order to continue working 
on the specification of the characteristics of the flashing 
blue light reserved for medical aircraft, also to determine 
a worldwide procedure for designating radar identification 
codes. This work is still in progress and the ICRC, drawing 
on its practical experience in areas of armed conflict and 
on consultations of private technical experts and 
specialized industrial firms, has proposed various 
solutions to the ICAO.

2.3. International Maritime Organization (IMO), London.
Maritime signalling and identification for hospital ships, 
shore-based rescue craft and ships protected under the 
Second Geneva Convention
Chapter XIV of the International Code of Signals, adopted 
at the 38th session of the Maritime Safety Committee of the 
IMO, on 9 May 1978, was a follow-up to Resolution 18 of the 
CDDH. It came into force on 1 January 1980, as the ICRC 
indicated in its report to the Twenty-Fourth International 
Red Cross Conference in Manila in November 1981. The title 
was "Identification of medical transport in armed 
conflicts", and the provisions applied only to visual means 
of identification. The ICRC's experience when the Second 
Convention was applied for the first time, in 1982, showed 
the need to supplement purely visual means of 
identification of hospital ships by technical maritime 
methods of identification appropriate to the means and 
methods used today in naval warfare.
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The amendments to Chapter XIV suggested by the ICRC were 
discussed from the end of 1982 onwards at the IMO, within 
the Sub-committee on Safety of Navigation and in the 
Maritime Safety Committee. Since the use of radio by 
hospital ships, rescue craft and other vessels protected 
under the Second Convention was governed by the Radio 
Regulations, particularly Article 40, Section II, the 
proposed amendments applied only to the identification by 
radar and by underwater acoustic devices of vessels 
protected under the Second Convention. These technical 
identification methods were already being studied and 
tested before the Manila Conference in 1981, as reported by 
the ICRC.
For the underwater acoustic devices, the ICRC followed the 
work of advanced technical institutes and the research done 
by specialized industrial firms, also the measures 
introduced by national maritime authorities concerned with 
the problem. The results of the ICRC's work up to the end 
of 1981 are mentioned in pages 25 and 26 of the ICRC Report 
to the Twenty-Fourth International Conference of the Red 
Cross. The work went on after 1981 and, in 1984, a new 
underwater acoustic identification system was tested in the 
North Sea. However, some of the naval experts consulted by 
the ICRC in January 1986 expressed doubts about the use of 
such a system, and it was suggested that further tests be 
carried out. These have been arranged and will continue 
until the end of 1986, in order to determine the 
propagation of the acoustic signal in differing conditions, 
from the Atlantic to the Baltic. The ICRC is regularly 
informed of the work in progress and the results.
Section 3 contains the amendments to Chapter XIV adopted by 
the IMO and in force since 1 January 1986 (see subsection 
3.3).

2.4. International Lifeboat Conference (ILC), c/o R.N.L.I, 
Poole, UK
Improving the protection of shore-based rescue craft in 
periods of armed conflict
The 14th session of the International Lifeboat Conference, 
held in Gothenburg from 5 to 9 June 1983, discussed the 
technical problems of identification of shore-based rescue 
craft in periods of armed conflict. An international 
working group was set up to continue, with the ICRC, the 
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examination of these problems, especially use of radio and 
radar for the communications and identification of rescue 
craft in periods of armed conflict.
The group held its first meeting in London on 1 November 
1983. The ICRC took part, as did a number of national sea 
rescue organizations and experts from coastguard services, 
also officially recognized sea rescue organizations. The 
discussion concerned the identification of rescue craft by 
the following technical methods:
- light signal: flashing blue light;
- use of radio in accordance with Article 40, Section II, 

of the Radio Regulations;
- identification by secondary surveillance radar (SSR) as 

soon as feasible, with an identification code assigned to 
rescue craft.

The working group held a second meeting in Geneva on 16-18 
April 1984, to prepare a draft recommendation for 
submission to the Twenty-Fifth International Conference of 
the Red Cross, with the aim of improving protection for 
rescue craft and their crews and for the shore staff and 
installations of sea rescue organizations.
The matters discussed were the time limit for notification 
of rescue craft and their fixed shore installations in 
peacetime and the organization of a central register.
The conclusions of the ILC are given in the Recommendations 
attached to the present report (see subsection 3.4 and 
Annex A).

2.5. Consultation of governmental technical naval experts by the 
ICRC, 13 to 17 January 1986
Establishment of a technical manual for use by those in 
charge of maritime medical transports.
The work performed by the ICRC since the Manila Conference 
and the adoption of Resolution VIII, in an attempt to 
supply the necessary technical additions in the event of 
the application of the Second Geneva Convention, 
demonstrate the usefulness of assembling all the technical
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provisions adopted by the various competent international 
bodies in a single compilation that could be used as a 
technical manual, in particular for the commanders of 
hospital ships.
In order to discuss the technical problems connected with 
the identification and signalling of medical transports, 
the ICRC convened a meeting of naval experts in January 
1986. On the basis of this consultation, the ICRC decided 
to draw up a draft technical manual for submission to a 
further meeting of experts, in the hope of producing a 
final version. The matters examined at the January 1986 
meeting of experts were:

- Use of signals and technical means of identification: 
radio, radar, underwater acoustic devices.

- Notification of flight plans of medical aircraft based 
aboard hospital ships.

- Ships used for the conveyance of medical equipment.
- Identification of civilian ships of a party to the conflict 

taking wounded, sick or shipwrecked persons on board. 
Identification of neutral ships. Handing over survivors to 
a belligerent warship.

- Identification of ships and aircraft chartered by the ICRC.
- Identification of emergency survival craft - in particular 

from ships and aircraft - carrying shipwrecked persons 
requesting assistance.

- Light signals of hospital ships, coastal rescue craft and 
medical aircraft. Illumination.

- Search and rescue (SAR) operations, procedure for the fast 
conclusion, by means of radiocommunications, of local 
agreements for SAR operations.

- Signals, identification and notification of coastal rescue 
craft. Fixed coastal installation of such craft. Protection 
of crews and personnel.

- Safety of hospital ships and high-tonnage rescue craft.
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- Neutralized maritime zone for the exclusive and temporary 
use of hospital ships and coastal rescue craft.

- Notification of hospital ships and coastal rescue craft.

3. International rules and procedures modified as a result of 
Resolution VIII

3.1. Amendments adopted by ITU at WARC Mob 83 to Article 40, 
Section II, "Medical transports", of the Radio Regulations
The texts of the provisions of Section II adopted by WARC 
79 was modified in the following places:
- clause 3209, para. 7 (Mob-83), last part of the sentence, 

after "armed conflict": "when these ships, craft and 
aircraft assist the wounded, the sick and the 
shipwrecked".

- clause 3219A, para.HA (Mob-83). The identification and 
location of medical transports at sea may be effected by 
means of appropriate standard maritime radar 
transponders.

- clause 3219B, para. 11B (Mob-83). The identification and 
location of aircraft medical transports may be effected 
by the use of the secondary surveillance radar (SSR) 
systems specified in Annex 10 to the Convention on 
International Civil Aviation.
The revised provisions of the Radio Regulations came into 
force on 15 January 1985.

3.2. Amendments adopted by ICAO to Chapter 5, "Aeronautical 
mobile service", of Annex 10, Volume II, - "Aeronautical 
telecommunications", ICAO
Insertion in Chapter 5 of clause 5.3.3.4, entitled "Action 
by an Aircraft used for Medical Transports", as a follow-up 
to Resolution 17 of the CDDH. The provisions are in confor
mity with those of Section II of Article 40 of the ITU 
Radio Regulations and meet the requirements of Resolutions 
VIII of the Twenty-Fourth International Conference of the 
Red Cross with respect to radiocommunications for medical 
aircraft.
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3.3. Amendments adopted by the IMO to Chapter XIV of the 
International Code of Signals
With respect to visual markings, the amendments adopted by 
the IMO supplement the previous provisions, in particular 
concerning the affixing of distinctive emblems - red cross 
or red crescent - on protected ships.
The radar identification of medical transport is mentioned, 
in conformity with the provisions of Section II of Article 
40 of the ITU Radio Regulations. Underwater acoustic 
identification is envisaged at an acoustic frequency of 5 
KHz, given as an example in paragraph 6. For lifesaving 
craft carried aboard protected ships, it is recommended to 
use a large flag (2 x 2 m) with a red cross, while for 
medical aircraft it is recommended to use the same flashing 
blue light that should be fitted on hospital ships and 
rescue craft.
Annex B gives the complete amended text of Chapter XIV, 
which came into force on 1 January 1986.

3.4 Better protection for rescue craft and their crews and for 
shore staff and fixed coastal installations
The instructions and recommendations adopted by the 
international rescue organizations are attached to the 
present report (Annex A.).

4. Work in progress and future action to be taken
The ICRC will follow the work of the competent international 
bodies in the following fields:

4.1. - ITU : WARC Mob 87 - Selective call for hospital ships 
and rescue craft; distress radiocommunications; 
Future Global Maritime Distress and Safety System 
(FGMDSS); Emergency Position Indicator Radio 
Beacon (EPIRB); COSPAS/SARSAT and INMARSAT 
satellite systems for search and rescue 
operations; prefix "rescue craft" for rescue 
craft.

/
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4.2. - ICAO : specifications for the light signal (flashing blue
light) for medical aircraft. Designation of radar 
identification codes; definition of a worldwide 
procedure for designating such codes.

4.3. - IMO : radar identification codes for hospital ships,
rescue craft and vessels protected under the 
Second Geneva Convention. IMO to be notified of 
the results of tests carried out with submarines 
on the underwater identification of hospital 
ships; adoption of a prefix ("rescue craft") 
reserved exclusively for rescue craft.

4.4. - ILC : better protection for rescue craft and lifeboats
as proposed by the ILC; manual for use by those in 
charge of rescue craft; disseminating knowledge of 
the rules in force, notification of rescue craft, 
study for a notification register.

4.5. Consultative meetings of experts: organization of a second 
meeting of governmental technical naval experts to examine 
the draft technical manual prepared by the ICRC for those 
in charge of seaborne medical transport.

4.6. Draft Resolution: the ICRC requests the support of the 
Twenty-fifth International Conference of the Red Cross for 
the work which it is planning to undertake in the area of 
identifying protected transports.
To this end, it is placing before the Conference the draft 
Resolution annexed to the present report (Annex C).

. (
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ANNEX_ _ Ä

INTERNATIONAL LIFEBOAT CONFERENCE (ILC) PROPOSALS

INFORMATION PERTAINING TO RESCUE CRAFT 
DURING PERIODS OF ARMED CONFLICT

I. ACCORDING TO THE SECOND GENEVA CONVENTION OF 12 AUGUST 1949,
RESCUE CRAFT ARE PROTECTED BY !

1, VISUAL IDENTIFICATION OF RESCUE CRAFT :

A. ALL EXTERIOR SURFACES SHALL BE WHITE

B. THE DISTINCTIVE EMBLEMS., ONE OR MORE DARK RED CROSSES 
OR RED CRESCENTS, AS LARGE AS POSSIBLE, SHALL BE
PAINTED ON EACH SIDE OF THE HULL AND DISPLAYED ON THE 
HORIZONTAL SURFACES, SO PLACED AS TO AFFORD THE 
GREATEST POSSIBLE VISIBILITY FROM THE SEA AND FROM 
THE AIR.

C. THE NATIONAL FLAG SHALL BE HOISTED AND A WHITE FLAG 
WITH THE RED CROSS OR RED CRESCENT, AS LARGE AND AS 
HIGH AS POSSIBLE, SHALL BE FLOWN IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
ARTICLE 43.
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II. ACCORDING TO CHAPTER XIV OF THE INTERNATIONAL MARITIME 
ORGANIZATION'S CODE OF SIGNALS!

1. AT NIGHT AND IN RESTRICTED VISIBILITY, THE DISTINCTIVE 
EMBLEM SHALL BE ILLUMINATED OR LIT.

2. AT NIGHT AND IN RESTRICTED VISIBILITY ALL DECK AND 
OVERSIDE LIGHTS MUST BE FULLY LIT TO INDICATE THAT THE 
VESSEL IS ENGAGED IN RESCUE OPERATIONS.

')

III. RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING THE USE OF RADIOTELEPHONY AND
RADAR IDENTIFICATION BY RESCUE CRAFT:

1. RADIOCOMMUNICATION

RADIOTELEPHONE COMMUNICATION OF RESCUE CRAFT INVOLVED IN
RESCUE OPERATIONS SHOULD BE PRECEDED BY:

PAN PAN PAN PAN PAN PAN RESCUE CRAFT
)

2. RADIO IDENTIFICATION OF THE RESCUE CRAFT

THE IDENTIFICATION MESSAGE SHOULD CONVEY THE FOLLOWING
data:

A. THE CALL SIGN OR OTHER RECOGNIZED MEANS OF 
IDENTIFICATION OF THE RESCUE CRAFT.



B. POSITION, COURSE, SPEED AND INTENDED MOVEMENTS.

C. INFORMATION ON RESCUE MISSION.

D. ESTIMATED TIME EN ROUTE AND OF DEPARTURE AND ARRIVAL, 
AS APPROPRIATE.

E. ANY OTHER INFORMATION, SUCH AS RADIO FREQUENCIES 
WATCHED, LANGUAGES USED AND IF A RADAR TRANSPONDER IS 
CARRIED.

(
3. RADAR IDENTIFICATION

IF RESCUE CRAFT ARE EQUIPPED WITH RADAR TRANSPONDERS 
THEY SHOULD IDENTIFY THEMSELVES BY TRANSMITTING THE 
SIGNAL YYY FOLLOWED BY THE SHIP'S CALL SIGN OR OTHER 
RECOGNIZED MEANS OF IDENTIFICATION.



RECOMMENDATION

THE SPECIAL WORKING GROUP OF THE INTERNATIONAL LIFEBOAT 
CONFERENCE (ILC) ? MEETING IN GENEVA 16 - 18 APRIL 198u? 
RECOMMENDS TO THE ILC THAT THE FOLLOWING PROPOSALS BE PUT TO THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS FOR CONSIDERATION:

1. IN THE FUTURE? VESSELS EMPLOYED BY THE STATE OR BY THE 
OFFICIALLY RECOGNIZED LIFEBOAT INSTITUTIONS? USED IN SEARCH 
AND RESCUE OPERATIONS IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 27 OF THE 
SECOND GENEVA CONVENTION? SHOULD BE KNOWN AS "RESCUE CRAFT"? 
IRRESPECTIVE OF THEIR SIZE OR RANGE OF OPERATION.

2. THE ABOVE MENTIONED RESCUE CRAFT SHOULD NOT BE RESTRICTED TO 
COASTAL RESCUE OPERATIONS IN ORDER TO BE "RESPECTED AND 
PROTECTED? SO FAR AS OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS PERMIT" AS 
PROVIDED FOR IN THE SECOND GENEVA CONVENTION? ARTICLE 27.

3. CREWS OF STATE OR OFFICIALLY RECOGNIZED LIFEBOAT INSTITUTION 
RESCUE CRAFT SHOULD BE "RESPECTED AND PROTECTED" IN THE SAME 
MANNER AS RELIGIOUS AND MEDICAL PERSONNEL (SEE ARTICLES 36 
AND 37 OF THE SECOND GENEVA CONVENTION) DURING THE .TIME THEY 
ARE INVOLVED IN RESCUE OPERATIONS. THE SAME PROTECTION 
SHOULD APPLY TO PERSONNEL OF FIXED COASTAL INSTALLATIONS 
WHEN INVOLVED IN RESCUE OPERATIONS.
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4. THE ABOVE MENTIONED CREWS AND PERSONNEL SHOULD BE ENTITLED 
TO THE ARMLET, SPECIAL IDENTIFICATION CARDS AND DISCS 
REFERED TO IN ARTICLE 42 OF THE SECOND GENEVA CONVENTION, 
DURING RESCUE OPERATIONS.

5. MUCH OF THE RECENT WORK DONE BY IMO (SEE CHAPTER XIV OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL CODE OF SIGNALS, E.G. BLUE FLASHING LIGHTS) 
AND ITU (SEE ART. 40, RADIO REGULATION, E.G. RADIO 
IDENTIFICATION) HAS BEEN TIED TO THE TERM "MEDICAL 
TRANSPORT" WHICH IS DEFINED ONLY IN PROTOCOL I OF 1977 TO 
THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS OF 1949. THE PROTOCOLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS TO THE SECOND GENEVA CONVENTION CONTAIN MATERIAL 
RELEVANT TO THE FURTHER INTERPRETATION OF WHICH ARTICLES AND 
PROVISIONS OF THE SECOND GENEVA CONVENTION ARE APPLICABLE TO 
RESCUE CRAFT. IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE ICRC CALL THIS 
MATTER TO THE ATTENTION OF STATES NOT YET PARTY TO THOSE 
PROTOCOLS CONCERNING RESCUE CRAFT FOR THEIR CONSIDERATION.

6. THE NEED EXISTS TO ENSURE THAT THE PROTECTION PROVISIONS OF 
MEDICAL TRANSPORTS BE MADE APPLICABLE TO ALL RESCUE CRAFT 
UTILIZED SOLELY FOR HUMANITARIAN PURPOSES.

C



ANNEX B

INTERNATIONAL MARITIME ORGANIZATION, IMO, LONDON
International Code of Signals

(extract)

CHAPTER XIV
Identification of Medical Transports in Armed 
Conflict and Permanent Identification of Rescue 
Craft*

)
1. Shape, colour and positioning of emblems for medical

transports

1.1. The following emblems can be used separately or 
together to show that a vessel is protected as a 
medical transport under the Geneva Convention.

+ c
1.2. The emblem, positioned on the vessel's sides, bow, 

stern and deck, shall be painted dark red on a white 
background.

1.3. The emblem shall be as large as possible.
1.3.1. On the vessel's sides the emblem shall extend from 

the waterline to the top of the ship's hull.
1.3.2. The emblems on the vessel's bow and stern must, if 

necessary, be painted on a wooden structure so as to 
be clearly visible to other vessels ahead or astern.

* In accordance with Article 27 of the Second Geneva 
Convention of 12 August 1949, this chapter also applies to 
coastal rescue craft.
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1.3.3

1.4.

1.5.

2.
2.1.

2.2.

3.
3.1.

4.
4.1.

4.2.

4.3.

The deck emblem must be as clear of the vessel's 
equipment as possible to be clearly visible from 
aircraft.
In order to provide the desired contrast for infrared 
film or instruments, the red emblem must be painted 
on top of black primer paint.

Emblems may also be made of materials which make them 
recognizable by technical means of detecting.

Ill umina t ion

At night and in restricted visibility the emblems 
shall be illuminated or lit.
At night and in restricted visibility all deck and 
overside lights must be fully lit to indicate that 
the vessel is engaged in medical operations.

Personal equipment

Subject to the instructions of the competent 
authority, medical and religious personnel carrying 
out their duties in the battle area shall, as far as 
possible, wear headgear and clothing bearing the 
distinctive emblem.

Flashing blue light for medical transports

A vessel engaged in medical operations shall exhibit 
one or more all-round flashing blue lights of the 
colour prescribed in paragraph 4.4.
The visibility of the lights shall be as high as 
possible and not less than 3 nautical miles in 
accordance with Annex 1 to the International 
Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea, 1972.
The light or lights shall be exhibited as high above 
the hull as practical and in such a way that at least 
one light shall be visible from any direction.
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4.4. The recommended blue colour is obtained by using, as 
trichromatic co-ordinates:

green boundary
white boundary 
purple boundary

4.5. The frequency of the
60 and 100 flashes

y = 0.065 + 0.805 x
y = 0.400 - x
x = 0.133 + 0.600 y

flashing light shall be between
per minute.

5. Radar transponders

5.1. It should be possible for medical transports to be 
identified by other vessels equipped with radar by 
signals from a radar transponder fitted on the 
medical transport.

5.2. The signal from the medical transport transponder 
shall consist of the group YYY, in accordance with 
article 40 of the Radio Regulations followed by the 
call sign or other recognized means of identification.

6. Underwater acoustic signals

6.1. It should be possible for medical transports to be 
identified by submarines by appopriate underwater signals 
transmitted by the medical transports.

6.2. The underwater signal shall consist of the call sign of 
the ship preceded by the single group YYY transmitted in 
morse on an appropriate acoustic frequency, e.g. 5 kHz.

7. Rescue craft carried by medical transports

7.1. Every rescue craft should be equipped with a mast on which
a red cross flag measuring about 2x2 metres can be 
hoisted.

8. Flashing blue light for medical aircraft

8.1. The light signal, consisting of a flashing blue light, is 
established for the use of medical aircraft to signal 
their identity. No other aircraft shall use this signal. 
The recommended flashing rate of the blue light is between 
sixty and one hundred flashes per minute.

8.2. Medical aircraft should be equipped with such lights as 
may be necessary to make the light signal visible in as 
many directions as possible.



ANNEX C

DRAFT RESOLUTION 

for the Twenty-Fifth International Conference 
of the Red Cross

IDENTIFICATION OF MEDICAL TRANSPORT
The Twenty-Fifth International Conference,
having taken cognizance
of the report by the ICRC concerning the action taken pursuant 
to Resolution VIII of the Twenty-Fourth Conference,
noting with satisfaction
the provisions adopted, following Resolution VIII, by the 
competent international bodies, namely, ITU, IMO and ICAO,
recognizing
the need for continuous efforts to ensure that the means of 
identification and signalling of medical personnel, units and 
transport keep pace with technical advances,
appeals to governments
to support efforts for better protection of medical personnel, 
units and transport by adopting technical methods capable of 
meeting current requirements,
invites governments
to implement the proposals made by the International Lifeboat 
Conference and attached to the ICRC report mentioned above,
requests the ICRC
to follow these matters and to organize a second consultative 
meeting of governmental technical naval experts, with a view to 
adopting a technical manual intended to facilitate the practical 
application of the Second Geneva Convention.


