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INTRODUCTION

1. At the XXIVth International Conference of the Red Cross (Manilla 
1981) the following persons were elected member of the Standing 
Commission of the International Red Cross.

Dr. A.Abu Goura (Jordan)
Mr. J. Hantos (Hungary)
Mr. S. Ijas (Indonesia)
Mr. R. Kane (Canada)
Mr. K Warras (Finland)

2. On 14 November, the Commission at its constitutive meeting 
appointed Dr. A.Abu Goura, as President, Mr. J. Hantos , as 
Vice-President, and Mrs. Y. Camporini (League) as Secretary of 
the Commission.

The ICRC appointed the President of the ICRC Mr. A. Hay and Mr. 
Pestalozzi who in April 1984 was replaced by Mr. Aubert 
Vice-President. Regarding the League, the President of the League 
and Dr. V. Baltiyski, (President of the Soviet Red Cross) were 
representing the League up to the Hird General Assembly 1983; 
Dr. F.Buyoya (President of the Burundi Red Cross, and 
Vice-President of the League) and Dr. G. Rueda Montana, 
(President of the Colombian Red Cross and Vice-President of the 
League) represented the League. At the same time the Standing 
Commission requested that the President of the League should 
attend the meetings of the Standing Commission; since October 
1985, General R. Espino represents the League; the President of 
the League was assisted by Dr. G. Rueda Montana (Colombian Red 

Cross).

3. Since October 1981, the Standing Commission held eight ordinary 
meetings and three extraordinary meetings, (17 August 1982, 10 
January 1985 and 17 January 1986).

4. The three Presidents met regularly between two meetings of the 
Commission either for preparing the meetings of the Commission or 
for discussion of important subjects such as the preparation of 
the XXVth International Conference.
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Since 1981, the Commission discussed various subject and notably 

the following matters :

FOLLOW UP TO THE XXIVth INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

5. After exchange of experiences and consultations following the 
XXIVth International Conference, the Commission took note of a 
working document prepared by the Secretariat of the ICRC and of 
the League and asked that the content of the document should be 
raised again when preparing the XXVth International Conference.

RED CROSS APPEAL SIGNED BY THE THREE PRESIDENTS TO THE SPECIAL 
CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED NATIONS ON DISARMAMENT (June 1982)

6. After having taken into consideration the request from the 
Commission on the Red Cross, Red Crescent and Peace regarding the 
dispatch by the "Three Presidents" of a Red Cross/Red Crescent 
appeal to the special Conference of the United Nations on 
Disarmament to be held in June 1982 on the basis of Resolution 
XIII "Disarmament, weapons of mass destruction and respect for 
non-combatants" (XXIVth International Conference 1981) and of 
Recommendation 1 of the Hird European Regional conference 
(Budapest, May 1981) "the Red Cross and Peace", the Standing 
Commission instructed the "Three Presidents" to prepare such an 
appeal to be submitted to the United Nations Secretary General 
before the opening of the special Session above mentioned and 
subsequent to all National Societies.

AWARD OF THE HENRY DUNANT MEDAL

7. In 1983, at the Session of the Council of Delegates the Standing 
commission presented the Henry Dunant Medal to the following 

personalities :

Prof. W. Ludwig (Germany Rep. Dem.)
Dr. M. Behamonde Ruiz (Chilian Red Cross)
Mr. H. Bennetzen (Danish Red Cross)
Dr. J.H. Felix (League Delegate, member of the American Red

Cross)
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Mr. W. Bargatzky (Germany Rep. Fed.)
Mr. A. Mudarris (Saoudi Arabia)
Dr. Rudione (ICRC Delegate, member of the Indonesian Red

Cross, Posthumous)

8. In 1985 at the session of the Council of delegates it presented 
the Henry Dunant Medal to the following personalities :

Dr. Olga Milosevic (Red Cross of Yugoslavia)
Mr. T. Sloper (Brazilian Red Cross)

PREPARATION OF THE XXVth INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE RED CROSS 

1986)

9. In conformity with the Statutes of the International Red Cross, 
the Standing Commission, has a specific function connected with 
the preparation of the International Conference and of the 
Council of Delegates. This duty, and particularly the drawning up 
of the agendas of these two bodies, gives to the Commission the 
opportunity to allocate the subjects for debate and to make the 
arrangement of the International Conference in cooperation with 
the host Society. Consequently, the President of the Swiss Red 
Cross with the coordinator of the International Conference, Mr. 
B. de Tscharner were regularly invited to attend the meeting of 
the Standing Commission when discussing the preparation of the 
Conference. Since April 1984, the Commission turned its attention 
to the preparation of this Conference in cooperations with the 
League and the ICRC Secretariat and the Swiss Red Cross 
representatives.

10. For the first time, a letter was sent to the government parties 
to the Geneva Conventions and which attended the Manila 
International Conference and invited them to inform the Standing 
Commission on any action taken in order to implement the 
Resolutions and Decisions adopted by the XXIVth Conference. This 
information was passed to the League and the ICRC Secretariats 
for preparing the reports to be presented to the XXVth 
International Conference. Several Governments replied and it was 
taken into consideration in the appropriate documents. On the 
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other hand, the Agenda of the International Conference was sent 
to National Societies for comments before sending it officially 
to the members and observers to the Conference. The Standing 
Commission devoted a large part of an extraordinary meeting 
(January 1986) to the preparation of the Conference. It was decided at 
that meeting that instead of three Commissions, the Conference should 
have only two Commissions. It also adopted the Slogan of the 
Conference which is "United for Humanity".

COUNCIL OF DELEGATES

11. The Standing Commission prepared in conformity with the Statutes 
of the International Red Cross the Agendas of the meetings of the 
Council of Delegates of 1983, 1985 and 1986.

I Ind WORLD RED CROSS/RED CRESCENT CONFERENCE ON PEACE 
(Aaland, September 1984)

12. As this Conference was convened as an extraordinary meeting of 
the council of Delegates, the President of the Commission on Red 
Cross/Red Crescent and Peace, informed regularly since April 
1983, the Standing Commission members on the preparation of that 
Conference. The President of the Standing Commission also 
attended with other members of the Standing Commission meetings 
of the peace Commission which was in charge of the preparation of 
the Peace Conference.

The President of the Standing Commission, chaired the opening 
ceremony of the Ilnd World Conference on the Red Cross/Red 
Crescent and Peace, bearing in mind that it was an extraordinary 
meeting of the Council of Delegates.

REVISION OF THE STATUTES OF THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS

13. The two Co-chairmen of the Joint League / ICRC Working Group on 
the revision of the Statutes of the International Red Cross 
informed regularly, since September 1984, the Standing Commission 
on the work of the Joint Working Group.
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The members of the Standing Commission expressed their views many 
times on the Drafts of the Statutes and of the Rules of 
Procedure of the International Red Cross. The members of the 
Commission and of the Joint Working Group, also met in order to 
exchange their opinions in particular regarding the articles of 
the Draft Statutes dealing with the Standing Commission.

The President of the Standing Commission sent, in April 1986, to 
all the participants to the International Conference, the Draft 
of the Statutes and of the Rules of Procedure.

RESPECT OF THE INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW

14. In August 1982, the Standing Commission held in Geneva an 
extraordinary meeting which was devoted to the situation in 
Lebanon, in particular to grave breaches of International 
Humanitarian Law, relative to armed conflicts and appealing to 
all National Red Cross and Red Crescent organizations to increase 
their assistance to the victims. The members also supported the 
appeals made by the ICRC to the parties to undertake to respect 
and to ensure respect for the Geneva Conventions in all 
circumstances and requesting the ICRC to continue its activities 
in Lebanon in accordance with the Geneva Conventions in
particular with the matters concerning the prisoners of war.

The Standing Commission adopted a decision which recalls 
Resolutions X, 1977 and III, 1981 of the respective International 
Conference of the Red Cross :

1. Invites the ICRC and the League to send to Lebanon at the 
appropriate time a delegation of the Red Cross to carry out 
a survey in co-operation with Red Cross and Red Crescent 
organizations in the said country on current and future 
humanitarian needs,

2. Supports the appeals made by the ICRC to the parties of the 
conflict to undertake to respect and to ensure respect for 
the Geneva Conventions in al circumstances.
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3. Requests the ICRC to continue its activities in Lebanon in 
accordance with the Geneva Conventions in particular with 
all matters concerning the prisoners of war,

4. Encourages all National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
and their governments and the international organizations to 
increase their assistance to the victims of the armed 
conflict in Lebanon,

5. Expresses its appreciation to the ICRC, the League of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies, and the National Societies 
that are carrying the humanitarian operations in Lebanon.

This decision was sent to all National Societies.

15. In Amman, in January 1985, the Standing Commission held a new 
extraordinary meeting. The main item was the continued breaches 
of the Geneva Conventions. It was underlined that since the last 
International Conference of the Red Cross (1981) the IRC had 
addressed itself to the International Committee to express its 
deep concern and call for more humanitarian actions and respect 
from all the States parties to the Geneva Conventions. 
Nevertheless the situation has not improved.

In conclusion of that meeting, the "three Presidents" (Standing 
Commission, ICRC and League) were authorized to send a letter to 
all States Parties to the Geneva Conventions with :

the appeals from the ICRC to the governments
the Resolution VI of the XXIVth International Conference
The message addressed to the world Community by the Second World 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Conference and Peace (1984)
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Other Activities

RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE STANDING COMMISSION

According to Article 24 of the Rules of Procedure of the International 
Conference of the Red Cross, the Standing Commission shall draw up its 
own Rules of Procedure.

Consequently, in April 1983, a first draft was proposed by the 
Vice-President of the Standing Commission.

The members expressed themselves on the content of the draft and on 
October 1983, the Standing Commission adopted its Rules of Procedure.

c
CONCLUSION

The Standing Commission notes that during the period under review, the 
President of the Standing Commission has been regularly in contact 
with the President of the ICRC and the President of the League.

The Commission was regularly informed on the monthly Joint League/ICRC 
Statutory meetings at which questions of commun interest to the two 
Institutions are dealt with.

Also it was regularly informed on the current activities of both 
Institutions and specific publications or documents produced by the 
latter were sent to the members of the Standing Commission.


