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COUNCIL OF DELEGATES

PROVISIONAL AGENDA

22 October 1986

1. Election of the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Secretaries of the 

Council of Delegates.

2. Adoption of the Agenda.

3. Proposals to be made for the election of the Chairman, 

Vice-Chairmen, Secretary General and Assistant Secretaries 

General of the International Conference.

4. Proposals for the election of the Drafting Committee of the 

International Conference.

5. Information on the provisional Agenda of the International 

Conference as drafted by the Standing Commission.

6 Report of the Commission on the Red Cross, Red Crescent and 

Peace on its activities since the Council of Delegates (1985) and 

proposals for the future.

7. Report on the activities of the Henry Dunant Institute.

8. Funds and Medals.
Florence Nightingale Medal (including Augusta Fund)
Joint Commission of the Empress Shoken Fund.

Council of the foundation for the International Committee 

of the Red Cross.

9. Other Business.

10. Place and Date of the next meeting



TWENTY-FIFTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE RED CROSS

Provisional Agenda

OPENING CEREMONY (October 23)

- Opening addresses

- Solemn reading of the Fundamental Principles of the Red Cross

(The programme will be established later)

FIRST PLENARY MEETING (October 23)

1. Election of the Chairman, Vice-Chairmen, Secretary-General, Assistant 
Secretaries-General of the Conference and of the Drafting Committee 
of the Conference on the proposal of the Council of Delegates

2. Report on the work of the Council of Delegates

3. Appointment of Conference Commissions

Commission I : International Humanitarian Law
Commission II : General Commission

4. Opening of the procedure of the election of the members of the Standing 
Commission of the International Red Cross

5. Report of the Chairman of the Standing Commission of the International 
Red Cross

SECOND AND FOLLOWING PLENARY MEETINGS (30/31 October)

1. Election of the members of the Standing Commission

2. Reports of Commissions I and II and adoption of resolutions and 
recommendations

3. Place and date of the Twenty-sixth International Conference
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COMMISSION I : INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW

c

1. Election of the Chairman, the Vice-Chairman, the Rapporteur and the 
members of the Drafting Committee

2. Respect for International Humanitarian Law ;

2.1 Report on the activities of the ICRC including follow-up to the 
following resolutions of the Twenty-fourth International Con
ference:

III: "Application of the Fourth Geneva Convention of 12 August 
1949"

IV: "Humanitarian activities of the International Committee of 
the Red Cross for the benefit of victims of armed conflicts"

VI: "Respect for International Humanitarian Law and for humani
tarian principles and support for the activities of the Inter
national Committee of the Red Cross"

2.2 Report on signatures, ratifications and accessions to the Proto
cols Additional to the Geneva Conventions, including follow-up 
to Resolution VII of the Twenty-fourth Conference

2.3 Identification of medical transport, including follow-up to Re
solution VIII of the Twenty-fourth International Conference

2.4 Dissemination of knowledge of International Humanitarian Law and 
of the Red Cross Principles and ideals, including follow-up to 
Resolution X and Resolution XI, "International courses on the 
Law of War", of the Twenty-fourth International Conference

2.5 Torture, including follow-up to the Resolutions XIV (torture) 
and XV (Assistance to victims of torture) of the Twenty-fourth 
International Conference

2.6 Follow-up to other resolutions of the Twenty-fourth International 
Conference, in particular Resolutions V (Anti-piracy efforts),
IX (Conventional weapons) and XIII (Disarmament, weapons of mass 
destruction and respect for non-combatants)

3. Tracing and family reunion ;

3.1 Information on the activities of the Central Tracing Agency, in
cluding follow-up to Resolutions I (Wearing of Identity discs) 
and II (Forced or involuntary disappearances) of the Twenty
fourth International Conference

3.2 Tracing activities of National Societies

4. Other business
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COMMISSION II : GENERAL COMMISSION

1. Election of the Chairman, the Vice-Chairman, the Rapporteur and the 
members of the Drafting Committee

2. Revision of the Statutes of the International Red Cross and of the 
Rules of Procedure of the International Conference of the Red Cross:

2.1 Draft Statutes of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement

2.2 Draft Rules of Procedure of the International Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Movement

3. Revision of the regulations on the use of the emblem (follow-up to 
Resolutions XII of the Twenty-fourth International Conference)

4. Financing :

4.1 Financing of the ICRC by the Governments (follow-up to Resolution 
XVII of the Twenty-fourth International Conference)

4.2 Financing of the ICRC by National Societies (follow-up to Resolu
tion XVIII of the Twenty-fourth International Conference)

4.3 Financing of League programmes by Governments through National 
Societies

5. The International Red Cross and refugees, including follow-up to Reso-' 
lution XXI of the Twenty-fourth International Conference

6. ICRC/League policies in emergency situations :

6.1 Nutrition policy

6.2 Medical supplies

6.3 Relief operations, including "Principles and Rules for Red Cross 
disaster relief"

7. Development of National Societies as a contribution to national develop
ment (follow-up to Resolution XXV of the Twenty-fourth International 
Conference)

8. Report from the League's General Assembly (including follow-up to Reso
lutions XII, XXIV and Decision IV of the Twenty-fourth International 
Conference)

9. Follow-up to other resolutions of the Twenty-fourth International Con
ference, in particular Resolutions XIX (The role of voluntary service 
in the Red Cross),XX (Joint Commission for National Society statutes), 
XXIII (Involvement of volunteers in Red Cross community services), 
XXVI (the role of medical personnel in the preparation and execution 
of Red Cross emergency medical actions) and XXVII (International year 
of disabled persons)

10. Other business



THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE AND ITS PROVISIONAL AGENDA:
PRESENTATION AND EXPLANATIONS

The ICRC and the Secretariat of the League feel it advisable to 
provide brief explanatory notes on the Provisional Agenda of the 

• International Conference of the Red Cross, as they have always 
done in the past. First, however, the main rules governing the 
Conference will be summed up.

A. PRESENTATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE AND REVIEW OF 
THE MAIN RULES

On several occasions in the past, the International Conference 
has tended to have a central theme, different each time, which 
has been the subject of much of the debate.
In 1973 in Tehran, it was the two draft Protocols additional to 
the Geneva Conventions of 1949. These drafts were to serve as a 
basis, from 1974 to 1977, for the work of the Diplomatic 
Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development of International 
Humanitarian Law applicable in Armed Conflicts.
In 1977 in Bucharest, the overriding topic was the reappraisal of 
the Red Cross following the Tansley Report.
At the Twenty-fourth International Conference in 1981 in Manila, 
there was no real central theme. But an examination of the 
Conference and its resolutions shows that the question of respect 
for international humanitarian law emerged as the underlying 
theme of the Conference. The Standing Commission, aware that the 
widespread failure to abide by commitments only made the issue 
more pressing, decided to make it one of the two main themes of 
the coming Conference, the other being the revision of the 
Statutes of the International Red Cross.
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For the first time since 1969 (Twenty-first International 
Conference, Istanbul) the Conference will divide its work between 
only two plenary Commissions instead of three. This was desired 
by the Standing Commission which, in January 1986, changed the 
initial draft programme and agenda and abolished Commission III 
for Community Services and Development. The subjects which the 
latter was to have dealt with were assigned to other bodies, 
notably the League General Assembly for those which did not 
primarily concern government representatives. This new conference 
structure will make it easier for all the delegations, especially 
those containing less than three delegates, to participate in all 
aspects of the proceedings.
The structure and functions of the International Conference of 
the Red Cross are set forth in the Statutes of the International 
Red Cross and the Rules of Procedure of the International 
Conference of the Red Cross. The revision of these two 
instruments is on the the Agenda and, if adopted, will become 
respectively the Statutes of the International Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Movement and the Rules of Procedure of the International 
Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent. The entire 
Conference, however, will take place under the texts currently in 
force unless the Conference decides to apply, in anticipation of 
their coming into force, certain provisions of the revised texts. 
This it could do only by consensus. The new terminology will 
nevertheless be used frequently in the following pages; it is in 
fact, already widely employed, especially the term "movement" 
which best describes the entity made up of components all having 
the same mission but governed by their own individual Statutes.
The International Conference is the Movement's supreme 
deliberative body. It normally meets every four years and 
comprises :
a) delegates from the Movement's components, that is, delegates 

from all the National Red Cross or Red Crescent Societies 
recognized by the ICRC, delegates from the ICRC and from the 
League of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies;

b) representatives of the States Party to the First Geneva 
Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of the 
Wounded and the Sick in Armed Forces in the Field (1864, 1906, 
1929 or 1949).
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As we see, the Conference can be attended, and normally is, by 
two delegations per country - one representing the National 
Society, the other the government.
It is not necessary for a State to have a National Society on its 
territory to be a member of the Conference; it is enough if the 
State is Party to the Geneva Conventions. The reverse, however, 
is not possible for there cannot be a National Society recognized 
by the ICRC on the territory of a State which is not Party to the 
Geneva Conventions.
Every time the International Conference meets, there must also be 
a meeting of the Council of Delegates. The latter consists of 
delegates from recognized National Societies, delegates from the 
ICRC and delegates from the League. The Council of Delegates is, 
as it were, a 'family meeting' of the Movement -- the States are 
not represented.
The Council of Delegates:
a) meets before the Conference opens in order to nominate 

candidates for the posts of Chairman, Vice-Chairmen, Secretary 
General and Assistant Secretaries General of the International 
Conference;

b) determines the order in which questions and proposals 
submitted to the Conference are to be brought up for 
discussion; this provision has always been interpreted as 
meaning that the Council of Delegates has the power to draw up 
and approve the Agenda for the Conference;

c) gives an opinion and, if need be, rulings on questions and 
proposals submitted to it by the Conference or by the Standing 
Commission.

The General Assembly of the League is the deliberative authority 
of the international federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies whose members comprise it. It meets in ordinary session 
at least once every two years and, in accordance with Article IV 
of the Statutes of the International Red Cross and Article 10 of 
the League Constitution, in the same place and at the same time 
as the International Conference.
The competence of the International Conference of the Red Cross 
is defined as follows by Article II of the Statutes of the 
International Red Cross:
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1. The International Conference shall have power to take 
decisions within the limits of the present Statutes, make 
recommendations and express wishes.

2. The Conference shall be responsible for ensuring unity in the 
work of the National Societies, the Internaitonal Committee and 
the League.

3. It may assign mandates to the International Committee and to 
the League and make proposals concerning the humanitarian 
Conventions and other international Conventions relating to the 
Red Cross.

4. It alone shall be competent to revise and interpret the 
present Statutes and Rules of Procedure and to take the final 
decision on the differences of opinion referred to in Article X.

5. It may not deal with political matters nor serve as a forum 
for political debate.

6. It may not modify either the Statutes of the International 
Committee or those of the League. Similarly, the International 
Committee and the League shall take no decision contrary to the 
Statutes of the International Red Cross or to the resolutions of 
the Conference, nor any decision contrary to the agreements 
concluded between them and confirmed by the Conference.

7. The Conference shall elect its Chairman.

The draft agenda and programme and the list of members and 
observers at the International Conference are drawn up by the 
Standing Commission of the International Red Cross (see II/1.4). 
The Standing Commission is also responsible for supervising the 
preparation of International Conferences together with the 
institution hosting the Conference, the ICRC and the League. In 
addition, it ensures the coordination of ICRC and League 
activities between sessions of the Conference.
MAJOR RULES OF PROCEDURE
Below are some major points from the Rules of Procedure of the 
International Conference of the Red Cross.
Article 1 The members of the Conference (delegates from 
recognized National Societies, from States Party to the First
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Geneva Convention, from the ICRC and the League) may take part in 
all discussions and votes.

Article 2 - A National Society may not be represented by another 
Society. The same applies to States.
Article 3- Observers may not vote but they may speak with the 
Chairman's permission.
Article 4 - The Conference is convened and organized in agreement 
with the Standing Commission by the organization appointed for 
this purpose (in the present case the Swiss Red Cross).
Members and observers must communicate to the organization the 
names of their delegates before the opening of the Conference.
Article 6 - Reports relating to items on the Agenda must reach 
the Swiss Red Cross at least 30 days before the opening of the 
Conference.
Article 7 (and Article IV of the Statutes of the International 
Red Cross)
- The Council of Delegates, which meets before the opening of the 
Conference, proposes the names of persons to fill the posts of 
Chairman, Vice-Chairmen, Secretary General and Assistant 
Secretaries General. These nominations are submitted to the 
Conference which holds a vote in its first plenary session.
The Conference may appoint Commissions; these Commissions appoint 
their own Chairmen, Vice Chairmen and Rapporteurs.

Article 9 - Proposals, motions and amendments must be 
communicated in advance to the Conference Bureau.
Article 12 - No delegation may speak for more than a quarter of 
an hour on any one question, unless the Conference expressly 
decides otherwise.

Article 16 - The official language of the Conference is French.

French, English and Spanish are the working languages. In the 
case of speeches made in other languages, the delegation to which 
the speaker belongs is responsible for translating the speech
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into one of the working languages, if need be with the assistance 
of the Conference Secretariat.

Article 17- The National Societies, the States, the ICRC and the 
League have one vote each.
Article 18 - As a general rule, votes are taken by a show of 
hands. The vote is, however, to be taken by nominal roll if five 
delegations so request.

The vote is taken by secret ballot if ten delegations resquest 
it.

B. EXPLANATIONS RELATING TO THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA
Council of delegates documents bear the reference mark CD.

I. COUNCIL OF DELEGATES

1/1. Election of the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Secretaries 
of the Council of Delegates

The opening meeting of the Council is presided over by the 
President of the organization responsible for convening the 
Conference (Article 21 of the Rules of Procedure), in the present 
case the Swiss Red Cross. In future, if the revision of the 
Statutes and the Rules of Procedure are adopted, this task will 
fall to the Chairman of the Standing Commission (Article 26.2 of 
the draft Rules of Procedure ).
The Council elects its Chairman (traditionally the ICRC 
President), Vice-Chairman and Secretaries.
1/2. Approval of the Agenda
The Chairman submits to the Council its provisional Agenda, which 
has been drawn up by the Standing Commission, and prepares the 
final Agenda.
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1/3. Nominations for Chairman, Vice-Chairmen, Secretary General 
and Assistant Secretaries General of the Conference

Article IV, par. 3 (a) of the Statutes of the International Red 
Cross prescribes that the Council of Delegates shall meet before 
the beginning of the Conference in order to make nominations, 
which are then submitted to the Conference, for the 
above-mentioned posts. This is therefore a statutory function of 
the Council. The chairmanship of the International Conference 
usually goes to the President of the Society hosting the 
Conference or to another person proposed by that Society. The 
post of Secretary General is likewise usually entrusted to a 
person proposed by the host Society. The Assistant Secretaries 
General are usually two persons who have already performed the 
functions of Council Secretaries. One of them is traditionally 
made available by the League and the other by the ICRC.
At previous Conferences, all the heads of all the delegations of 
all the National Societies present, as well as the Chairman of 
the Standing Commission and the Presidents of the International 
Committee and the League have been named Vice-Chairmen of the 
Conference. This will once again be proposed.
1/4. Proposals for the election of the Drafting Committee of the 

International Conference
The Committee for drafting resolutions would be made up of the 
Chairmen of the Drafting Committees for each Commission, the 
Secretary General of the Conference, three persons proposed by 
the Standing Commission notably for the their linguistic 
competence, and one representative each from the ICRC and the 
League. It would thus be composed of a maximum of eight persons. 
Those who were already named or who had been approached would, if 
need be, perform the same duties for the Council of Delegates. 
This would thus prevent texts which were too similar or else 
incompatible from being presented for the approval of both the 
Council of delegates and the Conference.
The above measures would be taken provided that no special 
provisions were created to deal with proposals relating to the 
revision of the Statutes of the International Red Cross and the 
Rules of Procedure of the International Conference (item 2 on the 
provisional agenda of Commission II).
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1/5. Information on the provisional agenda of the Twenty
fifth International Conference as prepared by the Standing 
Commission

Article IV, par. 3 of the Statutes of the International Red 
Cross also contains the provision in (b) for the Council of 
Delegates "to determine the order in which questions and 
proposals submitted to the Conference are to be brought up for 
discussion".
This provision has been interpreted as meaning that it is for the 
Council to approve and, if necessary, amend the Conference 
Agenda, thus releasing the Conference in plenary session from the 
task. The work of the Council of Delegates should allow the 
Conference not to“waste time on procedural matters but to proceed 
immediately to the substantive matters on the Agenda. As will be 
seen below, the Council of Delegates itself deals with a certain 
number of questions mainly concerning the Movement's components. 
It is in this area that requests for amendments and additions to 
the Conference Agenda are usually made.

1/6. The Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement as a Factor for 
Peace
Report by the Commission on the Red Cross, the Red Crescent 
and Peace on its work since the Council of Delegates of 
October 1985, and proposals for the future 
(Document CD/6/1)

The Commission's report consists of a summary of the work it 
carried out in the two meetings which it has held since the 1985 
Council of Delegates in accordance with decision 1, which was 
taken there. Part of this report consists of documents examined 
by the Commission which deal with the similarities and 
differences between the rules of international law concerning 
neutrality and the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement's 
Principle of neutrality. The report also includes a summary of 
replies from National Societies on the follow-up to the 
conclusions reached in Aaland as well as a summary of activities 
carried out by National Societies during the International Year 
of Peace.
A supplementary report will be distributed shortly before the 
Council of Delegates of October 1986. It will present the
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conclusions reached by the Commission at its October 1986 meeting 
on its future composition.

1/ 7. Report on the activities of the Henry Dunant Institute 
(Document CD/7/1)

The Henry Dunant Institute was created in November 1965 by the 
ICRC, the League and the Swiss Red Cross following the Red Cross 
centenary. Under its Statutes, the Institute is an instrument of 
study and reasearch, training and teaching in all branches of 
the Movement's activities.

At the 1985 Council of Delegates, Mr. Buensod, the Institute's 
Chairman, stressed the importance of this centre of study and 
reflection which is at the disposal of all the components of the 
Movement, and expressed his hope that it would be made greater 
use of in future.

Reference was made to the 1981 Council of Delegates Resolution 1 
entitled "Development of the activities of the Henry Dunant 
Institute".

1/8. Funds and Medals
(Documents CD/8/1 and CD/8/2)

For this there will be reports on the Florence Nightingale Medal 
and the income of the Augusta Fund, on the Joint Commission of 
the Empress Shoken Fund and on the Council of the Foundation for. 
the ICRC.

The Florence Nightingale Medal was instituted in 1907 in memory 
of Florence Nightingale's service in improving care for the 
wounded and sick. The medal is given to registered nurses and to 
volunteer nursing auxiliaries who are active members of or who 
regularly work for their National Red Cross or Red Crescent 
Society or for an affiliated medical or nursing care 
organization. The Regulations governing this award may be found 
in the Handbook of the International Red Cross. The ICRC submits 
a report on the awarding of the medal at each International 
Conference.

The Augusta Fund was established in 1890 in memory of the Empress 
of Germany. It is administered by the ICRC. The Regulations for 
the Fund appear in the Handbook of the International Red Cross. 
In view of the Fund's slender resources and its inability to meet 
the demands made upon it, the Twenty-first International 
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Conference decided in Resolution VI that the income from the 
Augusta Fund would be allocated to the Florence Nightingale Medal 
Fund.
The Joint Commission of the Empress Shoken Fund comprises three 
representatives of the ICRC and three representatives of the 
League. It administers a Fund established with a gift in 1912 by 
Her late Majesty the Empress of Japan, and increased several 
times since by the Imperial Family and the government and Red 
Cross Society of that country. Its purpose is to "promote relief 
work in time of peace". The income of the Fund is distributed to 
the National Societies selected by the Joint Commission from 
among those which have sent in detailed requests. The Regulations 
governing this fund are also in the Handbook of the International 
Red Cross.
The Foundation for the ICRC was set up in 1931 to contribute to 
the financing of the ICRC. Its small capital is inalienable, only 
the interest being available for use. The Council of the 
Foundation has seven members - two appointed by the Swiss Federal 
Council, two by the Council of Delegates and three by the ICRC. 
In Manila, the Council of Delegates elected Mr. Hans Hoegh, 
Secretary General of the League and Mr. Bengt Bergman. The 
Council will either renew their mandates or elect new members.
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II- PLENARY MEETINGS OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
Documents for the plenary meetings bear the reference mark P.

II/l. First plenary meeting (23 October 1986)

II/1.1. Election of the Chairman, Vice-Chairmen, Secretary 
General, Assistant Secretaries General of the Conference 
and of the Drafting Committee of the Conference on the 
proposal of the Council of Delegates

These elections are based on proposals put forward by the Council 
of Delegates (see items 3 and 4 of the Provisional Agenda of the 
Council of Delegates).
Under Article 7 of the Rules of Procedure, the Conference Bureau 
is responsible for organizing the work of the Conference. It 
includes the Conference Chairman, the Chairman of the Standing 
Commission, the Heads of the Delegations of the ICRC and the 
League, the Chairmen of the Commissions and the Secretary General 
of the Conference. The Bureau meets daily during the Conference. 
It receives the reports of the Chairmen of the Commissions, 
authorizes the distribution of documents submitted by the 
National Societies or governments and takes all decisions 
concerning the day-to-day running of the Conference.

II/1.2. Report on the work of the Council of Delegates
Over and above the proposals to be made for the membership of the 
Bureau (see II/l.l. above) the Council of Delegates decides on 
the Conference Agenda, concerning which there is usually no 
further discussion by the Conference itself. The Council of 
Delegates deals not only with preparatory matters of an 
organizational nature. It also studies a number of topics (see 
item 6 of its Provisional Agenda), either exhaustively or in 
preparation for their consideration by the International 
Conference. The Council of Delegates also reads various reports 
and can adopt resolutions.
Under this Agenda item, the Chairman of the Council of Delegates 
informs participants about the Council's work.
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II/1.3. Appointment of Conference Commissions, i.e.:
- Commission I : International Humanitarian Law
- Commission II : General Commission.

The number of Commissions is not fixed. At previous Conferences, 
the Standing Commission, taking into account the draft 
Provisional Agenda, felt it advisable to divide the work between 
three Commissions. Originally, the Standing Commission planned to 
do likewise this time. However, it became convinced that reducing 
the number of Conference Commissions to two would make it easier 
for delegations with few members to take part in all the work and 
would simplify the general organization of the Conference.
Each Commission will set up a Drafting Committee probably 
consisting of three persons who represent, if possible, the three 
working languages of the Conference. The Chairman and the 
Rapporteur of the Commission may take part in the work of the 
Drafting Committee, which has the task of revising, co-ordinating 
and possibly redrafting texts submitted, with the help of the 
Commission secretaries. Delegates wishing to submit draft 
resolutions should hand them in to the secretaries of the 
Commissions. These drafts will not be translated, copied or 
distributed unless they have been passed by the secretary 
concerned.
In case of doubt or disagreement, the Chairmen of the Commissions 
must refer the question to the Conference Bureau.
Under Article 7 of the Rules of Procedure, the Commissions 
themselves appoint the Chairmen, Vice-Chairmen and Rapporteurs. 
In fact, it is customary for the Council of Delegates to send 
proposals in this regard to the Conference for ratification 
there. Procedural debates at the outset of the Conference are 
thus avoided, which is appropriate in view of its brevity and 
purely humanitarian nature.
In view of the very special nature of the revision of the 
Statutes of the International Red Cross and Rules of Procedure of 
the International Conference of the Red Cross, which is on the 
Agenda of Commission II, the Conference could also take or 
recommend to the Commission particular measures for an ad hoc 
drafting committee to deal with the proposals concerning this 
item on the Agenda.
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II/1.4. Opening of the procedure for the election of the Standing 
Commission of the International Red Cross

The following are the relevant provisions in force (Art. IX of 
the Statutes of the International Red Cross):
" 1. The Standing Commission of the International Red Cross shall 

comprise nine members, namely:

a) five members elected in a personal capacity by the 
International Conference of the Red Cross and holding 
office until the close of the following Conference; the 
Standing Commission itself shall fill any vacancy which may 
occur by appointing a new member, also in a personal 
capacity;

b) two representatives of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross, one of whom shall, in principle, be the 
President;

c) two representatives of the League of Red Cross Societies, 
one of whom shall, in principle, be the Chairman of the 
Board of Governors.

2. The Commission shall invite to its meetings, in an advisory 
capacity and at least one year before the International 
Conference is to meet, a representative of the National 
Society which is to be host to that Conference.

3. Should an elected member be unable to attend a session of 
the Standing Commission, he may appoint a substitute. "

The five members elected by the Conference will serve until the 
close of the Twenty-sixth International Conference.
The Rules of Procedure of the International Conference of the Red 
Cross specify the following procedures for election of the 
members of the Standing Commission:
"Article 22 - "The members of the Standing Commission set up in 
conformity with Article IX of the Statutes shall be elected by 
ballot, by the members of the Conference.

The five candidates obtaining an absolute majority shall be 
declared elected.

If more than five candidates obtain an absolute majority, the 
five candidates obtaining the greatest number of votes shall be 
declared elected.
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If less than five candidates obtain an absolute majority in the 
first ballot, a second ballot, and if necessary a third ballot, 
shall be held under the same conditions to fill the remaining 
vacancies.

A relative majority only shall be required in the third ballot.

Should the procedure laid down in the preceding paragraph result 
in the election of more than five persons, those who are to 
assume office shall be determined by the drawing of lots.

Article 23 - After the election of the members of the Standing 
Commission, those of them who are present at the Conference shall 
meet immediately to decide which shall be responsible for 
convening the first meeting of the Commission.

At the two preceding Conferences, the Standing Commission 
proposed, in derogation of Article 22, a simplification of the 
procedure for electing its members by limiting the number of 
ballots to two. Consequently, only a relative majority is 
required on the second ballot. No change was made in the Rules of 
Procedure, the proposal having been adopted in the absence of any 
objection by members of the Conference. It is possible that the 
Standing Commission, which will meet in Geneva just before the 
Conference, will again propose this simplified procedure. It is 
also possible that the Standing Commission, will propose for this 
election the application of the revised Rules of Procedure 
(Article 21 of the Draft Rules of Procedure) in anticipation of 
their adoption.
Article 23 is interpreted to imply that the first meeting of the 
new Standing Commission should take place immediately after the 
Conference. The Conference usually elects only persons who are 
present. At this first meeting, which will take place at the end 
of the Conference, the Standing Commission will elect its 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman. For the convocation of the Standing 
Commission and its first meeting, there could also be a proposal 
to apply, in anticipation of their adoption, Articles 29 and 30 
of the draft Rules of Procedure.



15

II/1.5. Report of the Chairman of the Standing Commission of the 
International Red Cross
(Document P/5/1)

The Chairman of the Standing Commission began the practice of 
presenting a written report at the Twenty-fourth Conference. 
Previously, an oral report only was presented during the meeting 
of the Commission.

II/2. Second plenary meeting and subsequent meetings
(30 and 31 October 1986)

II/2.1. Election of the members of the Standing Commission
The mandate of the five elected members of the Standing 
Commission expires at each International Conference. A new 
election will therefore be held in Geneva.
See II.1.4 for the election procedure and for information on the 
first meeting of the new Standing Commission.
It was the express wish of the Standing Commission that the work 
begin on 30 October with the first ballot in the election of the 
Standing Commission's five elected members in case several 
ballots were necessary to elect all the members.

II/2.2. Reports of the Commissions I and II and adoption 
of their resolutions

When the work of the Commissions (24 to 28 October) is finished, 
their reports will be presented to the Conference in plenary 
session, for adoption. The Conference will then vote on the draft 
resolutions produced by the two Commissions. The revision of the 
Movement's Statutes and Rules of Procedure, for example, will 
come to a vote during discussion of the report by Commission II.
The Rapporteurs, assisted by the secretaries of the Commissions, 
are advised to draw up fairly complete reports even if this means 
presenting an analysis of the debates in their Commissions. These 
reports contain, in fact, the substance of the verbatim reports 
(blue books) produced at the end of each Conference. The latter 
give only the discussions of the plenary meetings in full. For
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the "blue book" to be as useful as possible as a working 
document, it is indispensable that the basic problems raised and 
arguments presented in the Commissions be included in it; this 
can be done, but only indirectly, by submitting the Commission's 
reports to the final plenary sessions. This is the main reason 
that the Commission's secretariat was enlarged for the first 
time, in Manila.

11/2.3. Place and date of the Twenty-sixth International 
Conference

The International Conference may either fix the time and place of 
its meeting or assign this task to the Standing Commission.
In Manila, there was a single candidate -- the Swiss Red Cross. 
As it seemed to provide the desired guarantees, the Conference 
immediately accepted the invitation. In 1977 in Bucharest, on the 
other hand, the Conference had given the Standing Commission the 
mandate of deciding the time and place for the Twenty-fourth 
International Conference. In early 1986, several European 
Societies said that they were prepared in principle to host the 
Twenty-sixth International Conference. The Standing Commission 
responded with interest while expressing the hope that the 
Twenty-sixth International Conference, to be held in 1990, could 
be convened in one of the regions of the world, Africa or Latin 
America, where it has never taken place before. With this in 
mind, the Chairman of the Standing Commission addressed a message 
to all National Societies. At the time of writing (July 1986) the 
Chairman of the Standing Commission had received a firm offer 
from the Colombian Red Cross Society to act as host for the next 
International Conference.
Rule 4, par. 2 of the Draft Rules of Procedure of the Movement 
deserves quotation even though it will not formally be in force 
when this item on the Agenda is discussed:

A decision on the place of the next Conference shall only be 
taken after the Conference or the Standing Commission has 
received an assurance in writing from the government of the 
country in which the next Conference is proposed to be held 
that all participants as defined in Rule 9 will be allowed 
to take part.
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National Societies planning to make themselves available at the 
Geneva Conference are therefore advised to provide, by the time 
the Conference takes place, the guarantee from their respective 
governments which the future Rules of Procedure will require.
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III. MEETINGS OF COMMISSIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
(24-28 October 1986)

III/1. Commission I: INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW
Commission I documents will bear the reference mark C.I.

111/1.1 Election of the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Rapporteur and 
Drafting Committee members

Pursuant to Article 7 of the Rules of Procedure of the 
International Conference, the Commission elects its own officers. 
It is nevertheless absolutely necessary for the nominations to be 
made in advance and the potential candidates to be approached in 
time.
It should be remembered that the Chairmen thus elected are 
members of the Conference Bureau (see II/l.l) which is then 
complete, comprising in this case seven persons as there are only 
two Commis sions.

III/1.2. Respect for International Humanitarian Law
This will be the central theme in Commission I's work. All the 
items on the Agenda, in particular the various points in item 2, 
especially the report on the work of the ICRC, will be approached 
from the angle of mobilizing humanitarian resources and searching 
for ways and means of ensuring better implementation of 
International Humanitarian Law. Too often this body of law is 
treated as window-dressing, either because of negligence on the 
part of those whose duty it is to apply it or for reasons which 
have nothing to do with humanitarianism and should never be 
allowed to override commitments which have been made.
Although there is a continuing necessity to develop humanitarian 
law, the emphasis will be placed on the implementation of and 
respect for that which already exists.
It should be remembered that the obligations undertaken by the 
States Party to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 are far-reaching 
indeed, requiring as they do the State not only to respect but 
also to ensure respect for the Conventions.
It will be less a matter of pointing the finger at those who have 
failed in their obligations as of looking for ways to ensure 
greater respect for humanitarian law. This is more difficult, but 
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on the success of this endeavour depends the success of the 
Conference as a whole.
The ICRC will submit a written report for the five years which 
have passed since the previous Conference. This report will be 
augmented by a provisional report for the first six months of 
1986. In addition, in his oral report to Commission I, the ICRC 
President will take qualitative stock of these activities, 
outline the developments which have taken place in 1986 and 
mention the problems encountered in the implementation of 
humanitarian law as well as the facilities granted to the ICRC to 
help it carry out its humanitarian work. Along with the reports 
on the work of the ICRC, this presentation will provide the 
Commission with a formal submission on which to base resolutions 
which it wishes the Conference to adopt to mark its concern that 
humanitarian law be respected.
There will be specific documents corresponding to items 2.2 to 
2.6 on the Commission's provisional Agenda.
Item 2.2 calls for the Commission to study the state of 
ratifications of (or accessions to) the Protocols additional 
to the Geneva Conventions (document C.1/2.2/1). The ICRC will 
report on its many activities aimed at encouraging States to 
become Party to the 1977 Protocols. As it was at the 
Twenty-fourth International Conference, the goal is to make the 
Protocols part of the body of law accepted by the entire 
international community. For States which have not yet ratified 
the Additional Protocols but which intend to do so in the near 
future, the Conference will provide an opportunity to inform the 
International Community of their intention.
The identification of medical transports and units mentioned in 
item 2.3 of the Provisional Agenda is the subject of the ICRC 
report on the implementation of Resolution VIII of the 
Twenty-fourth Conference (document C.1/2.3/1). The report 
presents what has been achieved since 1981 in the area of 
identification, as well as current technical developments. A 
draft resolution is attached to the ICRC report dealing with 
present and future activities. The Conference will be asked to 
adopt this resolution which calls for the continuation of efforts 
to improve protection for medical personnel, units and 
transports.
Without disseminating knowledge of International Humanitarian Law 
and the Principles and ideals of the Movement, application of
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their provisions is impossible. Such dissemination is mandatory 
under the Conventions. Document C.1/2.4/1 on the subject:
a) cites the provisions requiring States to take action in this 

area;
b) describes steps taken by the ICRC, the League and the 

Henry Dunant Institute following the second programme of 
action of the Red Cross with respect to dissemination of 
International Humanitarian Law and of the Principles and 
ideals of the Red Cross;

c) mentions the efforts made by the ICRC, the League and the 
Henry Dunant Institute within the framework of the second 
programme of action;

d) proposes a third programme of action.
A separate document (C.1/2.4/3) brings together:
a) replies received from governments to a memorandum asking them 

to inform the ICRC about measures they have taken to ensure 
that international humanitarian law is disseminated;

b) responses from National Societies to an identical request 
which the ICRC and the League made to them in the form of a 
questionnaire.

Respect for International Humanitarian Law in situations in which 
it is applicable requires that preparations be made in peacetime 
on a national scale.
Document (C.1/2.4/2):
a) cites the provisions requiring States to take action in this 

area;
b) gives a list of legal and other measures to be taken;
c) raises the question of how best to provide States with all 

necessary information and assistance.
With respect to item 2.5 of the agenda, the fight against 
torture, the immensity of the problem caused the Twenty-fourth 
International Conference to adopt two resolutions condemning this 
inhuman practice (Resolution XIV on "Torture" and Resolution XV 
on "Assistance to victims of torture"). In spite of the adoption 
of a new international Convention, the practice of torture is not 



diminishing. It was thus felt necessary to review the problem at 
the Conference. That is the purpose of document C.1/2.5/1 which 
contains a general section on developments outside the Movement 
followed by a brief description of activities undertaken since 
1981 by the ICRC, the League Secretariat and National Societies.
Item 2.6 of the Commission's Agenda is an examination of the 
implementation of various resolutions adopted by the 
Twenty-fourth Conference (document C.1/2.6/1). As regards the 
fight against piracy, the document describes the context in which 
the Conference adopted Resolution V and quotes its text. It 
describes the activities undertaken by the ICRC to implement the 
resolution and mentions the measures taken by States and 
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations. Finally, it 
remarks that acts of piracy continue.
Regarding Resolution IX of the Twenty-fourth International 
Conference, which called on the ICRC to keep abreast of issues 
relating to conventional weapons and to keep the Conference 
informed on them, the ICRC will give a report on what it has done 
to carry out its mandate (document C.1/2.6/1).

III/1.3. Tracing and reuniting families
(Document C.1/3/1)

The ICRC intends to take advantage of the Conference to provide 
wide-ranging information on the Central Tracing Agency concerning 
both its operational and non-operational activities 
(restructuring, new building, introduction of informatics, 
training, archives). The document will deal with the 
implementation of two resolutions adopted at the Twenty-fourth 
Conference - the wearing of identity discs and forced or 
involuntary disappearances. A chapter will be devoted to the 
protection of personal data and another to the National 
Information Bureaux.
Item 3.2 concerns the tracing activities of National Societies. A 
chapter written jointly by the ICRC and the League deals with the 
role which the Agency can play as a co-ordinator and technical 
advisor in aiding the National Societies.
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III/2. Commission II : General Commission
Commission II documents will bear the reference mark 
C.II.

III/2.1. Election of the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Rapporteur and 
Drafting Committee members

The Commission elects its own officers (see under III/l.l).

III/2.2. Revision of the Statutes of the International Red Cross 
and of the Rules of Procedure of the International

. Conference of the Red Cross
2 1 (Document C. II/^’ 2/D

This marks the end of a long process initiated by the Executive 
Council of the League in April 1982. The present Statutes have 
not been amended since 1952 and most of their provisions date 
from 1928.
Apart from the draft Statutes (green pages) and Rules of 
Procedure (pink pages) which were prepared by the Joint 
League/ICRC Working Group and are the only texts being submitted 
to the Conference for its approval, the above-mentioned document 
contains commentaries on the drafts and a comparison of the 
present Statutes and other essential instruments of the 
International Red Cross with the new texts proposed by the ICRC 
and the League. Both the ICRC Assembly and the League General 
Assembly gave their approval in October 1985 for the drafts to be 
sent to the members of the Conference.
If Commission II decides to hold detailed discussions of the 
drafts introduced by the League and the ICRC for revision of the 
Movement's Statutes and Rules of Procedure, these documents will 
serve as a basis for the deliberations as they are the only 
proposals submitted in due form and within the deadline. It 
should be remembered that the proposal to debate the draft 
provisions would be accepted or rejected, if a vote were 
requested, by a simple majority, whereas the adoption of each 
article or part of an article would, as there was no consensus, 
then require a two-thirds majority (Article XIII of the Statutes 
of the International Red Cross).
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111 / 2.3 . Revision of the Regulations on the Use of the Emblem 
(implementation of Resolution XII of the Twenty-fourth 
International Conference)
(Document C.II/3/1)

Resolution XII of the Twenty-fourth International Conference gave 
the ICRC the task of preparing, for the next International 
Conference, a draft revision of the "Regulations on the Use of 
the Emblem of the Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun by 
National Societies" in conjunction with the League Secretariat 
and the National Societies. The resolution asked the ICRC to 
submit the draft beforehand to the Council of Delegates.
The draft was drawn up in accordance with the instructions given 
in Resolution XII and examined by the 1983 and 1985 Councils of 
Delegates with a view to submitting the final version to the 
Twenty-fifth International Conference. The League General 
Assembly will already have studied this report.
Ill/2.4. Financing
4.1. - of the ICRC by governments (implementation of Resolution

XVII of the Twenty-fourth International Conference)
4.2. - of the ICRC by National Societies (implementation of

Resolution XVIII of the Twenty-fourth International 
Conference).

4 1 (Document

In Manila, the issue of government financing of the ICRC gave 
rise to an appeal to all governments to ensure that the ICRC has 
the necessary means to carry out its humanitarian work, and a 
recommendation to this effect was made (Resolution XVII). The 
mandate of the Commission for the Financing of the ICRC was 
renewed and National Societies which were members of the 
Commission were designated.
Following Resolution XVIII in Manila, the financing of the ICRC 
by National Societies was discussed by the Council of Delegates 
in 1983 and 1985. The 1985 meeting approved a proposal by Dr. 
Guillermo Rueda Montaña, Chairman of the Commission for the 
Financing of the ICRC, asking the ICRC to set a percentage for 
the National Societies' 1986 voluntary contributions which would 
represent a total not exceeding the amount requested in 1985; he 
further proposed that the question of the percentage of ICRC 
funding to be provided by the National Societies be re-examined 
at the Twenty-fifth International Conference.
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4.3. - Financing of League programmes by governments through the 
National Societies
(Document C.II/4.3/1)

The document affirms that the governments of countries receiving 
League assistance for relief operations and development 
programmes should give greater financial support to their 
National Societies to establish a balance between local 
contributions and foreign assistance.
It also stresses the necessity for the governments of donor 
countries to give greater financial aid to the operations and 
programmes of the League through the intermediary of their 
National Societies.

Ill.2.5. The International Red Cross and refugees, including the 
implementation of Resolution XXI of the Twenty-fourth 
International Conference 
(Document C.II/5/1)

The document begins by explaining the contents of Manila 
Resolution XXI and the line of conduct accompanying it. It should 
be remembered that this resolution for the first time clearly 
defines the role of the International Red Cross in the area of 
refugees, displaced persons and returnees, both within the 
Movement and in relation to the Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). The first chapter continues 
with a review of what has been done since 1981: the questionnaire 
addressed to National Societies in 1982, the 1983 Council of 
Delegates, various seminars organized jointly by the League and 
the ICRC for National Societies since 1985. The second chapter 
discusses the problem of protecting refugee camps against 
military attack and emphasizes the efforts which have been made 
since 1981 to find a solution. The third chapter takes stock of 
the main activities of the International Red Cross since 1981 in 
the area of refugees, displaced persons and returnees, and 
assesses co-operation within the Red Cross on the one hand and 
with the UNHCR on the other. Finally, the fourth chapter 
describes the role which the Red Cross could play in future and 
introduces the draft resolution attached to the document.
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III/2.6. Policy of the ICRC and the League in emergencies
6.1. Nutritional policy

6.2. Medical supplies
(Document C.II/^'^/1) 

o . z
Medical officials at the ICRC and the League try to establish 
guidelines, largely intended for National Societies, on 
nutritional policy and medical supplies.
An adequate degree of health depends on the satisfaction of 
several basic needs, the most important being water, food and a 
safe environment. When these needs are not met or when good 
health is otherwise threatened, the action taken to correct the 
problems must be appropriate and effective.
Nutrition is an essential factor in health and requires specific 
consideration in developing an approach to health problems.
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies involved in relief 
activities feel an increasing need for a nutritional policy to 
guide them in planning, carrying out and assessing these 
activities and to help them ensure that they select a suitable 
course of action corresponding to the needs determined. Such 
directives are particularly important because of the many factors 
influencing the choice and availability of foodstuffs. The 
documents on nutritional policy are based on the experience of 
National Societies, the League and the ICRC, and include what has 
been gleaned from consulting other organizations and from 
encounters in the field and in Geneva. The contributors have 
knowledge and experience wide enough to ensure that these 
documents reflect lessons learned in previous relief activities 
and recent progress in the area of health and nutrition.
As for medical supplies, the ICRC and the League have established 
basic norms for the supply and use of medicaments in medical 
relief operations. These directions must be observed by both 
operating Societies and participating Societies. As a general 
rule, the use of the WHO list of standard medicaments and
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clinical equipment is recommended for League operations and 
standard emergency kits for those of the ICRC. The document deals 
with the technical aspects in detail.

6.3. - Relief operations, including "Principles and Rules for 
Red Cross disaster Relief"

Document C.II/6.3/1 presents the problems encountered in ICRC 
relief operations. A second document (C.II/6.3/2) , prepared by 
the League Secretariat in consultation with the ICRC, makes 
several amendments to the "Principles and Rules for Red Cross 
disaster relief”.

III/2.7. Development of National Societies as a contribution 
to national development (implementation of 
Resolution XXV of the Twenty-fourth International 
Conference)

In 1981, the International Conference of the Red Cross called on 
governments and other organizations to support a Strategy for the 
Development of National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
during the 80s. The main aim of this strategy was to strengthen 
the operational capacity of National Societies in developing 
countries.
Experience with extensive and open-ended disasters in the 80s -- 
both in conflict and non-conflict areas -- shows that the 
response to disasters must be improved and placed in the context 
of development. Efforts to prevent disasters must be made as part 
of a process towards sustainable development, self-reliance and 
peace. This process must be based on effective use of local 
resources and skills, with the planning and implementation done 
with rather for the community.
A document drawn up by the League, in consultation with the ICRC 
and the Henry Dunant Institute, will be presented at the 
Conference.

III/2.8. Report by the League General Assembly, including 
the implementation of Resolutions XXII and XXIV and 
Decision IV of the Twenty-fourth International 
Conference

A report by the League General Assembly will be made to the 
Conference, dealing with the League's main activities since the 
Twenty-fourth International Conference.
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The report will also contain policy for the coming years and a 
section dealing with the implementation of Resolutions XXII and 
XXIV and Decision IV of the Twenty-fourth International 
Conference.

Ill.2.9. The implementation of other resolutions of the 
Twenty-fourth International Conference, notably 
Resolutions XIX (The role of voluntary service in the 
Red Cross), XX (Joint Commission for National Society 
statutes), XXIII (Involvement of volunteers in Red Cross 
community services), XXVI (The role of medical personnel 
in the preparation and execution of Red Cross emergency 
medical actions) and XXVII (International Year of 
Disabled Persons)

Two supplementary resolutions (XIX and XXIII) deal with voluntary 
service. They especially concern the activities, recruitment, and 
training of volunteers, and, above all, their participation in 
the planning and management of services.
The two resolutions ask governments to give their support to 
National Societies to enable them to respond effectively to needs 
when they arise.
The issues relating to voluntary service, including the 
implementation of these two resolutions, are the subject of a 
specific document (C.II/9/2).
Two further resolutions from the Manila Conference (XXVI and 
XXVII) concern medical matters.
Regarding Resolution XXVI (The role of medical personnel in the 
preparation and execution of Red Cross emergency medical 
actions), the ICRC has prepared for medical and paramedical 
personnel involved in emergency actions, an illustrated training 
manual dealing with war surgery, sanitation in areas where war 
wounds are being treated and general health problems encountered 
in emergencies.
This material is available to medical officials in the National 
Societies concerned.
By developing its Medical Division and bringing in experts on 
nutrition and sanitation, the ICRC has become better prepared to 
respond to the complex situations confronting it in the field and 
can offer National Societies the benefit of its health-care 
experience.
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Implementing this resolution is also one of the major concerns of 
the League's health services. Teaching equipment and various 
publications including guidelines have been prepared, published 
and in some cases sent out to all National Societies. The League 
has taken part in the training, recruitment and assessment of 
health-care personnel involved in international programmes. The 
quality of medical delegates from National Societies has greatly 
improved since efforts were co-ordinated with the League 
Secretariat. With regard to Resolution XXVII (International Year 
of Disabled Persons), it should be remembered that the United 
Nations had actually declared 1981 to be the International Year 
of the Disabled. This resolution was meant to promote 
participation by disabled persons in Red Cross programmes. It 
calls on governments to support the Movement in its activities in 
aid of the disabled. The Resolution further recommended that a 
special fund be set up to promote durable projects to aid 
disabled persons.
The ICRC has continued to develop its activities for the benefit 
of persons disabled as a result of armed conflicts. In doing so, 
it has adhered to the principle of using technology appropriate 
to local conditions and has encouraged participation by the 
disabled themselves.
The programmes in Ethiopia and Angola, begun in 1979, have been 
continued and new projects have been launched since 1980 in the 
following countries: Chad, Mozambique, Pakistan, Lebanon, Syria, 
Sudan, Nicaragua, Zimbabwe and Burma.
A summary of activities during 1985 may be obtained from the 
Medical Division of the ICRC. It contains a table indicating 
production by all ICRC centres since 1979.
As regards activities by operating National Societies, the 
Pakistan Red Crescent Society in the North West Frontier Province 
officially took over the running of the paraplegic centre which 
the ICRC had set up in the city of Peshawar. The centre, which 
has 100 beds, is for the use of Afghan and Pakistani paraplegics.
In addition to the care provided, rehabilitation equipment 
(orthopaedic appliances, wheelchairs, physiotherapy devices) is 
manufactured at the centre itself with the help of some of the 
disabled.
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In addition, the ICRC has followed the recommendation contained 
in Resolution XXVII and created the Special Fund for the 
Disabled. The regulations for this fund may also be obtained from 
the Medical Division of the ICRC.
The Fund has made it possible to launch orthopaedic projects in 
Zimbabwe and Burma.
Apart from the ICRC's current commitments in the countries 
mentioned above, one of the principal aims is to bring about 
increasing involvement by participating National Societies in 
rehabilitation activities.
The National Societies of Sweden, the Netherlands and Switzerland 
have already worked together with the ICRC in Syria and Lebanon. 
Similar undertakings are being considered for Ethiopia, Uganda 
and Angola with the Societies of Sweden and the Federal Republic 
of Germany.
Resolution XX of the Twenty-fourth International Conference of 
the Red Cross was entitled "Joint Commission for National Society 
Statutes". Document C.II/9/1. contains information on the work of 
this commission which dealt with the examination of dossiers from 
Societies in the process of formation and with the study on 
accelerating the procedure for recognizing and admitting National 
Societies and, finally, with the examination of amendments made 
by National Societies to their statutes.

4.


