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1875 Humanitarian ideas have flourished among Yu
goslav peoples for a long time, and there are 

many fine examples in which they have found practical 
expression. One such example was the founding of the 
first Red Cross Society on the territory of what is 
today Yugoslavia. In the summer of 1875, a Red Cross 
Society was set up in the tiny free Principality of Mon
tenegro. The immediate reason for this was the need 
to care for the wounded, sick and exhausted refugees 
from neighbouring Herzegovina where the so - called 
«Rifle of Nevesinje« insurrection was in full blast.

Within a year, early in 1876, a Red Cross Society 
was founded also in the Principality of Serbia whereas 
in the Yugoslav lands then still under foreign rule, 
there operated branches of Red Cross Societies of the 
administering states.

Motivated by the same humanitarian idea, all these 
societies had set themselves almost the same tasks and 
were bound together by the centuries-old aspiration of 
the Yugoslav peoples to be their own masters.

1921 At the end of the First World War in 1918,
National Red Cross Societies that had been 

formed in the country were unified into the Red Cross 
Society of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes 
under a decree of the Royal Government in 1921.

The Society had seven regional, 35 district, 100 co
unty and 57 local committees. Its membership included 
31 founders and 32,504 permanent and regular mem
bers. The Society developed activity aimed at mitiga
ting the consequences of the war and organised huma
nitarian actions to relieve populations in distress in 
other countries.
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1941 In April 1941, Yugoslavia was invaded and 
occupied. With the collapse of the old state, 

the Red Cross legally ceased its function but the Yu
goslav peoples’ spirit of humanity and solidarity and 
their sense of the need to help fellow men, friends, 
fighters, the wounded, prisoners and prisoners-of-war 
were not quenched.

The same spirit came to expression during the 
people’s liberation war which the nations of this coun
try entered with Tito at their head. To the great hu
manitarian idea, all other considerations were subor
dinated. Man had been, and remained, the greatest va
lue. One of first orders of the day issued by the Sup
reme Command testified to this: «Headquarters and 
unit commanders must provide for the necessary me
dical supplies and personnel for the treatment and 
care of the wounded and sick.« (Bulletin of the Supre
me Command, 10 August 1941).

1944 Fully aware of the great significance of the 
Red Cross and its activity, the National Com

mittee for the Liberation of Yugoslavia in Drvar on 
13 May 1944, when the people’s liberation struggle was 
at its height, decided to establish the Red Cross So
ciety of Democratic Federative Yugoslavia and appro
ved its temporary rules. In taking this decision, the 
National Committee for the Liberation of Yugoslavia 
acknowledged the urgent need for the Red Cross, as 
a voluntary humanitarian organisation with a long and 
rich tradition in the nation, to take upon itself the 
comprehensive task of caring for war orphans and the 
wounded, sick and disabled fighters, of feeding the 
population affected by hunger, of seeking information 
about and tracing prisoners-of-war, internees, missing 
j>ersons, etc.
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1975 The Red Cross of Yugoslavia marked its cen
tenary and the 30th anniv'rsary of its activity 

in free Yugoslavia. The central celebration took place 
in Cetinje on June 10, and the First Red Cross Confe
rence on Peace was held in Belgrade from June 11 to 
13, with representatives from 84 national Societies and 
three international organisations taking part. The con
ference adopted a «Programme of Action of the Red 
Cross as a Factor of Peace.«

1980 The Red Cross of Yugoslavia is today a unique 
voluntary social and self-managing organisation 

whose membership comprises 28.65 per cent of the 
country’s population. It is made up of republican and 
provincial organisations of the Red Cross in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, Montenegro, Croatia, Macedonia, Slovenia, 
Serbia, Kosovo and Vojvodina.

There are 29,588 basic Red Cross organisations in 
neighbourhood communities, organisations of associa
ted labour and schools. From the grass roots, 24,830 
delegates are delegated into 521 bodies of municipal 
organisations.

Members of the Red Cross are in the forefront of 
the organisation’s entire activity and are so in a po
sition to influence the work of both their basic or
ganisations and local, municipal, provincial and repub
lican organisations, and also the work of the Red Cross 
as a whole.

The numerous results so far in strengthening and 
expanding the organisation of the Red Cross and in 
its activities in the humanitarian, social, health, edu
cational and other fields in the period from 1977 to 
the end of 1980 are ample proof of this. It is owing 
to its work and the results achieved that the Red Cross 
of Yugoslavia has established itself as a social force 
which contributes to the overall development of the 
country and which represents one of the factors in 
training the population for any contingency, be it a 
large-scale natural disaster or an all people’s defence 
operation.
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SOCIAL ACTIVITY

In its efforts to advance social practices in the sphere of social pro
tection, the Red Cross of Yugoslavia has concentrated its activity in the first 
place on preventing social problems, on socio-educational work especially 
among the young, and on promoting various forms of voluntary work with 
certain categories of persons who are in need of social care and assistance. 
Within this framework, the Red Cross, along with other social factors, pays 
great attention to caring for elderly and handicapped people and people 
Jiving <on their own, deprived children and others.
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Keeping in mind the significance of voluntary Red Cross activities in 
the field of social protection, much emphasis is placed on training volun
teers from the ranks of the Red Cross for social work, who provide con
siderable assistance to professional social protection services. The Table 
below indicates the scope of work on training many-sided Red Cross acti—
vists over the past four years.

YEAR COURSES TRAINEES
1977 457 11,878
1978 397 13,961
1979 298 6,114
1980 501 10,410

TOTAL 1,653 42,363

What is regarded as particularly significant is work on the social 
education of members of the Juniors and Youth of the Red Cross and their 
active involvement in projects where solidarity is expressed in concrete terms 
(assistance within the «good neighbour» service, the «Friend to Friend« sche
me, help with work in school kitchens and the like) through mutual assis
tance and exchanges as one of the essential elements that go into the for
mation of moral qualities and work habits and the creation of a humane 
personality.

In order to heighten their own preparedness and capabilities and to 
strengthen the material base for operations in all conditions, organisations 
of the Red Cross of Yugoslavia regularly mount solidarity drives such as 
money collecting and collection of waste materials. Apart from undoubted 
humanitarian-educational value, these drives are of considerable economic 
effect and the latter kind also contribute to the preservation of the human 
environment. The results achieved in collection drives are shown in the= 
Table below.

MATERIALS
YEAR DRIVES PARTICIPANTS COLLECTED 

IN KILOS
1977 2,201 538,339 1,553,207
1978 4,514 475,715 2,611,376
1979 3,305 488,386 4,369,984
1980 1,057 476,186 1,473,950

TOTAL 11,077 1,978,626 10,008,517
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HEALTH EDUCATION WORK

In the conviction that to live a healthy life is a reflection of man’s 
solidarity with another man and that health is one of the components of the 
community’s general progress, the Red Cross of Yugoslavia develops, enri
ches and methodologically improves its activity in raising the level of health 
education among the population — in neighbourhood communities, organi
sations of associated labour and schools. This work is part of the general 
efforts to advance the cultural standards of the people.

In pursuit of this traditional activity, our organisation continues to 
concern itself with the health education of youth in rural areas, as shown 
in the following Table:

HEALTH EDUCATION COURSES FOR 
RURAL YOUTH

YEAR
Courses Attendance

1977 796 27,879
1978 753 24,623
1979 735 27,713
1980 807 29,585

TOTAL 3,091 109,800

Relatively newer forms of work on the health education of the popu
lation include courses on a single subject. Depending on the interests of 
specific groups of the population, they are conducted on subjects such as 
mother and child welfare, family planning, home sanitation, industrial acci
dent prevention, control of alcoholism, prevention of chronic diseases and 
the like. The length of a course is tailored to the subject matter and the 
ability of trainees to master it. The following Table shows the provision of 
specialised courses in health education by year:

COURSES ON A SINGLE SUBJECT
YEAR

Courses Attendance
1977 1,044 37,921
1978 1,456 42,202
1979 1,255 53,641
1980 2,507 61,362

TOTAL 6,262 195,162
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In developing various forms of work on health education, continuing 
attention is given to promotion of health awareness within large groups of 
the population by means of lectures, films and exhibitions on health prob
lems. The Table below illustrates this activity by republic and province in 
the period from 1977 to 1980 inclusive:

REPUBLIC 
OR PROVINCE

LECTURES, FILMS AND EXHIBITIONS 
ON HEALTH SUBJECTS

Bosnia- 
Herzegovina 
Montenegro 
Croatia 
Macedonia 
Slovenia 
Serbia 
Kosovo 
Vojvodina 
Total

Lectures Attendance Film 
shows

Atten
dance Exhibitions Atten

dance

9,753 1,228,929 2,630 363,928 416 257,943
314 64,442 219 50,780 56 51,514

20,175 534,782 1,905 91,429 1,313 152,254
37,723 6,748,994 6,446 679,696 594 209,210
18,019 1,017,709 1,801 127,056 137 31,920
16,645 1,078,394 6,307 537,969 952 392,978
1,582 192,455 617 181,797 5 17,604

14,633 898,819 2,716 275,933 128 87,284
118,844 11,764,524 22,641 2,344,588 3,601 1,200,712
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PROTECTION AND IMPROVEMENT OF THE HUMAN ENVIRONMENT

In its health promotion work, the Red Cross also seeks to contribute 
actively to resolving health problems in specific areas by carrying out small- 
scale sanitation projects and to involve its members in these drives. This 
is another way in which the Red Cross helps to protect and improve the 
human environment.

The Red Cross is the initiator and coorganiser or sole organiser of 
specific projects designed to improve sanitary conditions in houses, home
steads, entire villages or towns, water supply systems etc. The following 
Table shows projects undertaken by Yugoslav Red Cross organisations in 
the last four years:

HEALTH AND SANITARY PROJECTS
YEAR

Projects Particapants Value in din.
1977 5,157 618,822 9,182,323
1978 6,318 946,096 8,070,693
1979 11,249 1,076,880 11,467,216
1980 5,350 460,971 15,492,168

TOTAL 28,074 3,102,769 44,212,400



HOME CARE OF THE SICK

The training of the population for home nursing is of special signifi
cance for the work of the Red Cross both in peace-time and in emergency 
situations where the number of sick and wounded may be expected to be 
high. Between 1977 and 1980, 1,953 courses with 28,704 trainees on an average 
were arranged annually. Over the same period there were also 348 seminars 
to train instructors for home nursing courses, which were attended by alto
gether 4,743 nurses.

To this educational work should be added the initiative of the Red 
Cross of Yugoslavia in organising the service providing home care of the 
sick — so far in ten larger towns and industrial centres. There in conside
rable social and medical justification for the existence of these services as 
they greatly allevaiate the pressure on availible hospital beds, reduce absente
eism from work explained by the need to care for a bedridden member 
of the family, have a beneficial effect on the psychological state of the sick 
and help to speed up their recovery. So they are a useful form of health 
protection.

12



FIRST AID

The efforts of the Red Cross of Yugoslavia over many years to train 
the mass of the population in techniques of self-help and mutual help con
tinue with undiminished intensity. In the same four-year period, 35,084 20- 
hour courses in first aid attended by 1,024,511 people and another 1,864 80- 
hour courses attended by 55,260 people were arranged. In addition, 704,402 
people attended 28,733 first-aid courses as part of motorcar driving courses. 
Of the 425,724 people who took examinations in first aid for drivers, 355,413 
actually passed.

For the purpose of testing the population’s attained level of training 
and skill in providing first aid, especially in emergency situations, Red Cross 
organisations from the grass roots to the federal level organise competitions, 
demonstrations and exercises, as shown in the Table below:



REPUBLICAN,
IN BASIC INTER-MUNICIPAL PROVINCIAL

YEAR ORGANISATIONS AND MUNICIPAL AND FEDERAL

Competitions Teams Competitions Teams Competitions Teams

1977 1,637 10,010 349 7,777 8 303
1978 3,267 12,585 528 7,066 8 336
1979 3,179 23,383 574 8,096 7 362
1980 3,229 20,977 410 8,648 6 297

TOTAL 11,312 66,960 1,861 31,587 29 1,308

In view of the above figures it is fair to say that in its endeavours to 
provide first-aid training for the population the Red Cross of Yugoslavia 
has won the battle as far as numbers go but has to go on improving qua
lity. To this end, unceasing efforts are being made to resolve questions con
nected with the training of laymen, relevant methodology, organisation etc.
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VOLUNTARY BLOOD DONATION

Acknowledging the importance that blood has in the treatment of the 
sick and injured or wounded, Red Cross organisations place a good deal of 
emphasis in their work on recruiting voluntary blood donors with the aim 
of ensuring adequate supplies of blood for everyday use and creating reser
ves in case of emergency situations.

Guided by the generally accepted principle that blood danation is a 
voluntary act performed anonymously and free of charge, and closely coo
perating with medical services and socio-political organisations, the Red Cross 
has set itself the task of seeing that every Yugoslav citizen, eligible as a 
blood donor, indeed becomes one.

Very good progress has been made in this kind of work over the years 
and as a result the number of blood donors has been increasing from year 
to year thanks, in the first place, to permanent and systematic health edu
cation provided for the population.
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NATURAL DISASTERS

As is generally known, Yugoslavia is every year almost as a rule affec
ted by natural disasters, especially by earthquakes, flooding and fires. The 
entire Yugoslav social community is engaged in alleviating the effects of 
natural disasters and the role of the Red Cross of Yugoslavia in these efforts 
is of special significance. To be able to fulfil its role, the Red Cross of Yu
goslavia devotes full attention at all levels to improving its capacity for 
action following natural disasters. This implies both the strengthening of 
organisation and the training of its members and citizens in general in first 
aid and self-help. It also implies the training and equipping of special teams 
providing relief to areas affected by natural disasters and the strengthening 
of its material base: eqiupment, relief supplies and finances.
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The catastrophic earthquake that afflicted the Montenegrin littoral 
and its hinterland in April 1979 caused loss of human life and widespread 
destruction of property. The Red Cross of Yugoslavia and numerous national 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies were among the first to come to the 
aid of the stricken population. As well as extending relief on a large scale 
immediately after the disaster, the Red Cross went on to concentrate its 
activity on building permanent structures. These iclunded 21 Red Cross Cen
tres, a children’s holiday centre and a Red Cross warehouse. A special pub
lication was brought out on these projects in which numerous National So
cieties had taken part.

In the same period, an earthquake of somewhat smaller intensity hit 
the southern parts of Serbia (Mount Kopaonik) as did major floods. These 
and other minor disasters called for urgent intervention by Red Cross or
ganisations throughout Yugoslavia.

On these occasions as always so far, the high degree of consciousness 
and solidarity on the part of our members and all citizens was very much 
in evidence. The urge to give fraternal aid to the afflicted population and 
the activities organised to this end throughout Yugoslavia are a confirmation 
of this solidarity and an all-pervading spirit of community. They made it 
possible to remove the worst effects of disasters within a relatively short 
period of time and to maintain the faith of the distressed population in their 
own strength and the strength of the Yugoslav social community as a whole.
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THE YOUNG IN THE RED CROSS OF YUGOSLAVIA

There has been a steady growth in the activity of the young within 
the Red Cross of Yugoslavia, resulting in an ever larger number of young 
people joining the organisation as members. Their number today is over 
three million.

Apart from constant work on health and social education which is 
illustrated, among other things, by the fact that in the last four years 11,967 
courses in elementary hygiene were attended by 497,294, and 15,304 courses 
in first aid by 470,413 junior members, the young are engaged in all concrete 
actions conducted by the organisation. They are very much in evidence in 
such actions as home sanitation and collection of waste materials, wherever 
»good neighbour» services to help the elderly and the infirm are arranged, 
in the work of school kitchens and in all other activities where the young 
can give a good account of themselves as active factors in the work of the 
Red Cross.

Voluntary youth work in Yugoslavia has become a permanent form 
of service by young people to the community and an integral part of the 
general programme of youth in the Red Cross of Yugoslavia. It will suffice 
to say that in the last four years, the Red Cross had set up eight work bri
gades which took part in as many federal-level youth work drives. At the 
same time, there were four federal youth work drives of the Red Cross in 
which five brigades, each with about 650 youths, took part.

Special attention is devoted to the training of the young in order to 
make them better able to fulfil their numerous tasks successfully. The Table 
below illustrates this work:

YEAR

SEMINARS FOR JUNIOR 
AND YOUTH MEMBERS CENTRES

Seminars Attendance Seminars Attendance

1977 392 19,783 158 7,943

1978 507 14,234 76 5,097

1979 578 19,310 125 7,696

1980 487 17,499 110 4,357

TOTAL 1,964 70,826 469 25,093
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PUBLIC RELATIONS AND PUBLISHING

Aware of the significance that public relations and publishing have 
for the promotion of ideas and goals of our organisation, the enlargement 
of its membership and its continued development and growth in all sections 
of society, the Red Cross has made efforts to keep its members and all wor
king people and citizens of Yugoslavia well informed of its activities and 
actions and as far as possible to supply the needs of Red Cross programmes 
and personnel for manuals, textbooks and other publications, teaching aids 
and similar material.
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In the past four-year period, Red Cross of Yugoslavia has done much 
to develop and promote its activity in the public relations and publishing 
fields. Notable success has been achieved in this respect. So, over 31,000 
lectures on the general theme of the Red Cross have been heard by nearly 
three million people, and over 10,000 film shows and 2,528 exhibitions seen 
by about 1,200,000 and 1,100,000 people respectively. The following Table shows 
some other results obtained.

TOTAL

YEAR
K C «
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MANUALS, 
BROCHURES 

ETC.

OTHER 
INFORMATION 

MATERIAL

Number Circulation Number Circulation

1977 32,341 10,192 91 4,330,859 586 24,640,187

1978 97,265 10,609 130 4,343,884 633 26,190,240

1979 78,628 10,394 125 1,611,815 497 8,409,940

1980 59,436 15,944 51 2,433,291 287 44,678,403

267,670 47,139 397 12,719,849 2003 103,918,770

Every year, the Red Cross of Yugoslavia stages such events as Red 
Cross Week and World Red Cross Day, Week of Fight Against Tuberculosis 
and Week of Solidarity of the Yugoslav Nations and Nationalities in Allevia
ting the Effects of Natural Disasters, during which the organisation’s acti
vities are particularly intensive. Appropriate promotional materials are pre
pared for each of these events. So, for instance, over 18 million Red Cross 
postage stamps, over 120,000 posters of various sizes and other material are 
printed annually. These events also provide a chance to bring the organi
sation and its numerous humanitarian activities to the attention of the public 
at large and the membership through public information media — daily 
newspapers and periodicals, radio and television, with which good coope
ration is maintained. This shows in practice how important a role the mass 
media can play in the work of a social humanitarian organisation such as- 
the Red Cross.
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THE TRACING SERVICE

In the past four-year period, the Red Cross of Yugoslavia has gone a 
long way in developing and equipping the Tracing Service throughout the 
country in line with the provisions of the Law on the status and competen
ces of Red Cross of Yugoslavia and of the relevant republican and provin
cial laws.

During this time, the Tracing Service has on the whole taken its proper 
shape. Forms of training Red Cross activists for work in the Tracing Ser
vice at times of natural disasters and other emergencies have been establi
shed. Training has been given to 783 Red Cross activists at 14 seminars.

The Tracing Service of the Red Cross of Yugoslavia has mostly con
cerned itself with collecting information and official documents for all ca
tegories of missing persons covered by the Geneva Convention, and provi
ding them to inquirers.

In the course of its enquiries, the Tracing Service of the Red Cross of 
Yugoslavia has continued comprehensive cooperation with the Central Tracing 
.Agency, the International Tracing Service and many national tracing services.
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INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

The Red Cross of Yugoslavia has developed intensive international ac
tivities which are in tune with those conducted within the country. The Red 
Cross of Yugoslavia internatonal relations and cooperation extend to all 
fields of Red Cross operations. There are very close links with a large num
ber of National Societies, including those in the process of formation, and 
with other national and international organisations concerned with huma
nitarian work. The Yugoslav Society also takes an active part in the work 
of the international bodies of the Red Cross.

In the context of this broad and comprehensive international activity, 
the Red Cross of Yugoslavia concentrates its efforts on helping to strengthen 
the role of the Red Cross as a Factor of Peace, promote the development of 
National Societies in developing countries, intensify international solidarity 
with victims of natural disasters and armed conflicts, and further the pro
cess of democratising the relations, methods of work and structure of the 
international bodies of the Red Cross. Great attention is paid to bilateral 
and regional cooperation, as well. All this activity is pursued for the benefit 
of man and in order to mitigate the hardships and resolve the problems with 
which the nations of the world are faced. In the spirit of the mentioned 
objectives and principles, the Red Cross of Yugoslavia set out its views on 
the problems facing the world today and ways in which the Red Cross can 
help to solve these problems in letters circulated to all National Societies 
in September 1979 and September 1980.

Peace
As a member of the Commission on the Red Cross and Peace, the Red 

Cross of Yugoslavia has participated in the formulation of the basic activities 
and role of the Red Cross in the domain of peace. It has also argued strongly 
in favour of holding a second world Red Cross conference on peace and has 
pressed time and time again for the full implementation of the Programme 
of Action of the Red Cross as a Factor of Peace.

Development
Utmost attention has been devoted to development questions. The Red 

Cross of Yugoslavia was the first to advocate the need for visualising and 
planning long-term development. It has made a notable contribution to the 
development of National Societies in developing countries by setting up pro
grammes of concrete projects which it has been carrying out over the years 
in conjunction with operative Societies. Altogether 114 projects in 37 coun
tries were completed in the 1977—80 period.
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In order to bring the conception of development up to date and to 
-create possibilities for the largest possible involvement of youth in this 
activity, the Red Cross of Yugoslavia staged an international youth meeting 
of the Red Cross in Belgrade in 1977, under the title »Youth and the Deve
lopment of the Red Cross — a Contribution to Peace and Progress in the 
World«. The meeting was attended by over 100 youth representatives from 
46 countries in four continents and three international Red Cross institutions.

The Red Cross of Yugoslavia has also been contributing directly to 
development through the Training Centre for personnel from National Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies in developing countries which was opened 
in Belgrade in 1978. By providing a grounding in theoretical subjects and 
practical instruction in the field, the Centre helps to train personnel not 
only from already well recognised National Societies, but from Societies still 
being constituted and also from countries and movements which are yet to 
set up their National Societies. It is clear from numerous letters that Na
tional Societies highly appreciate the Centre’s work and are greatly interested 
in future possibilities for training their personnel. The ten seminars held 
until July 1981 had attracted 265 trainees from 52 countries of Asia and 
.Africa.
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Solidarity
The Red Cross of Yugoslavia has taken an active part in international 

solidarity campaigns following major natural catastrophes. On the other 
hand, after the disastrous earthquake that hit Montenegro on 15 April 1979, 
a large-scale international solidarity action had been mounted to back up 
the activity of all citizens of Yugoslavia and of the Red Cross of Yugoslavia 
in alleviating the immediate effects of the tremor. In a wide area affected 
by the disaster, 21 structures of the Red Cross were built: 12 Red Cross 
Centres in villages, seven Red Cross homes in towns, a holiday centre for 
children, and a central warehouse to serve the entire area.

The Red Cross of Yugoslavia has been extending assistance to victims 
of armed conflicts and has sent many consignments of humanitarian aid to 
victims of aggression and peoples fighting for their freedom.

It is through the Red Cross of Yugoslavia that the government, socio
political organisations, trade unions and other organisations have provided 
humanitarian aid to victims of natural disasters and armed conflicts abroad. 
In the period under review, 105 consignments of aid were sent out.
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International Humanitarian Law
After adoption in 1977 of the Protocols Additional to the Geneva Con

ventions the Red Cross of Yugoslavia engaged the service of highly qualified 
experts from all over the country to work out the implications of the Pro
tocols, and organised two consultative meetings — one in 1977 on the Pro
tocols as a whole, and the other in 1979 on protecting the health of victims 
of war. When SFR Yugoslavia ratified the Protocols (28 December 1978), the 
Red Cross of Yugoslavia proceeded to devise measures for their implemen
tation inside the Red Cross of Yugoslavia, and acted as a consultative organ 
of the government.

Very intensive activity in this period aimed at disseminating interna
tional humanitarian law included work on textual interpretation and appli
cation to Yugoslav conditions of the 1977 Protocols. This activity become an 
integral part of the day-to-day work of all Red Cross of Yugoslavia organi
sations which in the period from 1977 to 1980 organised:

— lectures within various training courses for 2,002 courses; attendance:
Red Cross of Yugoslavia personnel and teams: 151,648

— special seminars devoted 340 seminars; attendance:
to the Conventions: 19,538

— lectures on the Conventions 7,379 lectures; attendance:
intended for the public at large: 592,401

The Centre for personnel from developing countries held two lectures 
devoted to the Geneva Conventions and Protocols and the tasks of the Red 
Cross connected with them.

In some Yugoslav republics, the publication entitled »What do we 
know about the Geneva Conventions» was brought out as a teaching aid.

Improvements in the Work of International Bodies

As was stressed earlier, the Red Cross of Yugoslavia pressed for the 
work of the international bodies to be advanced and improved so as to 
ensure greater and more equitable and active participation of all Societies 
in the management of joint affairs. To this end, the Red Cross of Yugoslavia 
proposed a series of measures, including the following: that all international 
bodies of the Red Cross should conduct their business in public, which imp
lies the right of every Society, even Societies in process of formation, to 
attend their meetings as an observer, if it is not a member; that a fair geo
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graphical distribution of official posts should be ensured during elections 
for various bodies; that member Societies should be kept fully informed 
about the work of these bodies; that a democratic consultative system should 
be devised to enable the voice of all members to be heard; that the mem
bership of the Executive Council should be expanded to improve regional 
representation; that all members should be enabled to attend General As
sembly meetings of the League with financial support; that the highest body 
of the League should meet regularly once a year.

Regional cooperation

In the period under review, the Red Cross of Yugoslavia vigorously 
promoted regional and sub-regional cooperation to help the Red Cross con
tribute to understanding, close links, friendship and good-neighbourly coope
ration among nations in any given region.

The Red Cross of Yugoslavia participated in two Balkan conferences 
in this period (Athens 1979 and Izmir 1981) and in all gatherings of the Bal
kan Societies held on a specific subject. The Red Cross of Yugoslavia itself 
staged two such meetings: in Skoplje, Macedonia, on the subject of interna
tional humanitarian law (experiences in the course of dissemination and the 
new provisions concerning the Red Cross in the 1977 Additional Protocols); 
and a youth meeting in Mitrovo Polje, Serbia, in 1981.

Of special significance is the initiative of the Red Cross of Yugoslavia 
to inaugurate multilateral cooperation among National Societies in the Me
diterranean region. After a preparatory meeting in Belgrade in 1978, the 
First Mediterranean Conference of the Red Cross and the Red Crescent was 
held in Sv. Stefan, Montenegro, in 1980, with 43 delegates from 14 countries 
and three international organisations of the Red Cross taking part. Held in 
extremely complex international conditions, the Conference demonstrated 
that the National Societies of the Mediterranean had found much common 
ground. The Conference gave an impulse for the further development of 
this cooperation so that preparations for a second conference in 1982 are 
under way.

The Red Cross of Yugoslavia took an active part in the Third Euro
pean Regional Conference of the Red Cross and the Red Crescent in Buda
pest in 1981.

As a guest, the Red Cross of Yugoslavia attended meetings in other 
regions (Arab meetings, the Second Asian Conference).

29



Published by the Red Cross of Yugoslavia

Printed by ’’Solidarnost", Belgrade, Simina 19


