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INTRODUCTION

Norwegian Red Cross (Norges Rode Kors) 
Adress: Drammensveien 20 A, Oslo 2, Norway 
Postal adress: P.O.Box 2338 Solli, Oslo 2, Norway 
Telex: 16011 norcr n
Telegram: ’’norcross”
Telephone: (02) 56 39 80
Emblem: The Red Cross





H ORGANISATION
AND STRUCTURE

1. Date of Foundation: 22. September 1865 
Recognition by the ICRC: 1865 
Admission to the League: 1920

Patrons of the Norwegian Red Cross:
H.M. King Olav V
(The Norwegian Red Cross)
H.R.H. Crownprince Harald
(Red Cross Youth)
H.R.H. Crownprincess Sonja
(Red Cross Child Relief)

President: Hans Hoegh
Vice-president: Grethe Johnsen 
Vice-president: Halvor Aasebo

Bodies of the Society
2. a. The General Assembly, convenes every three years.

b. The Board of Representatives, convenes twice a yearand consists 
of the President and the chairman of the 20 Red Cross districts. 
(Highest authority between the General Assembly meetings.)

c. The Central Committee consists of 10 members: The President, 
the two vice-presidents, two members (elected by the General 
Assembly), the chairmen of the Rescue Corps, Red Cross Youth, 
Child Relief, Visiting Service and the Red Cross Nurses Associ
ation.
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Local organisations regional, provincial

3.a. 20 districts corresponding to the counties of the country
b. 299 local branches
c. 323 rescue corps
d. 132 sections of Red Cross Youth
e. 77 sections of Child Relief
f. 196 sections of Visiting Service

Relations with the government
4. The Norwegian Red Cross was engaged by the Royal Ministry of 

Defence in 1907 as a voluntary auxiliary society for the Military 
Medical Corps in case of war (Norwegian Red Cross' consti
tution, article no. 1.)
In war as well as in peace, the Norwegian Red Cross will support 
the military medical corps, the Civil Defence Medical Corps and 
the civil health service. To the best of its ability, it will provide 
these authorities with personnel and equipment (Norwegian Red 
Cross' constitution, article no. 4.)
The Norwegian Red Cross receives from the Ministry of Social 
Affairs, the Ministry of Education and the Civil Defence an 
annual contribution for the training of nurses, first aid courses 
and courses in home nursing.
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Il MEMBERSHIP AND
FUNDS

1. Qualifications and categories of members

1. Members paying annual membership fees.
2. Lifetime members.
3. Corporations.

2. Number of members at the end of 1980
Total: 168 504

3. Budget and sources of financing
1. Budget of total costs for the National Society's Secretariat in 

1981:
37 million N.cr. (Sw.fr. 10.230.000).

2. Sources of financing:
Penny slot machines.
Annual Red Cross Week.
National lottery.
Christmas seals.
Membership fees.

4. Fund raising methods

The most usual methods of fund raising are the ones that have been 
used for years, such as appeals and country-wide campaigns for contri
butions in cash (mostly for one specific action and/or activity), lotte
ries and bazaars. During the last years, the penny slot machines have 
been the main source of income, and the hope is that these machines 
will, in the coming years, yield the same or more.
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IV CURRENT ACTIVITIES

1. Disaster relief
1 .a. The Norwegian Red Cross foreign disaster relief is placed under 

the direction of the Central Committee. Courses are being held 
at national level, in order to train medical as well as technical and 
administrative personnel for disaster service abroad.

b. In this period Norway has been free from national disasters, but 
the Norwegian Red Cross has rendered active aid to victims of 
minor local disasters and to their families.

c. Assistance abroad:
The Norwegian Red Cross has been in a position to take part in 
international disaster relief actions in the following countries: 
Afghanistan, ICRC in Africa, Angola, South-east Asia, Bangla
desh, Benin, Bolivia, Burma, Cameroon, China, Colombia, 
Comores, Costa Rica, Djibouti, Dominica, Dominican Republic, 
Egypt, El Salvador, Ehtiopia, Eritrea, Fiji, Gambia, Greece, 
Haiti, Honduras, India, Iran, Italy, Jamaica, Lebanon, Malay
sia, Morocco, Mauritania, Mozambique, Nepal, Nicaragua, 
Pakistan, Paraguay, Portugal, Rwanda, Senegal, Somalia, Sri 
Lanka, Sudan, Swaziland, Tanzania, Tchad, Thailand, Uganda, 
Vietnam, Yemen Arab Republic, Yugoslavia, Zaire and Zim
babwe.
The value of assistance given abroad in cash, kind & services, by 
the Norwegian Red Cross and the Norwegian Government in 
connection with disasters throughout the years 1977, 1978, 1979 
and 1980 totals-N.cr. 102.933.803,- (Sw.fr. 36.819.000).
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2. Assistance to victims of armed conflicts and 
internal disturbances
The Norwegian Red Cross has given material assistance to coun
tries where the civilian population has suffered because of armed 
conflicts and/or internal disorders. The assistance has been 
channelled through the International Committee of the Red 
Cross.

3. Activities of National Societies under the 
Development Programme

Since the last report the Norwegian Red Cross has continued to run 
Joydebpur Thana Helath Complex in Bangladesh. The administration 
of this health centre will be taken over by the Bangladesh Government 
in the middle of 1982.
In addition The Norwegian Red Cross has among other projects in the 
development sector contributed to: The rehabilitation of Patzun in 
Guatemala, Dowa Training Centre in Malawi, The Lama Boo Project 
in Togo, first aid instructor in Lesotho, Malawi, Sri Lanka and Swazi
land, Polyclinic for Gamines in Colombia, Leaque's Development 
Project in Nicaragua, financing of HQ etc. for Sri Lanka Red Cross 
and League’s Southern Africa Programme (SAP).
The Norwegian Red Cross Child Relief has now foster parents sche
mes in Colombia and Sri Lanka. The value of assistance given abroad 
by the Norwegian Red Cross and the Norwegian Government in con
nection with development in cash, kind and services throughout the 
years 1977, 1978, 1979 and 1980 totals N.cr. 20.252.955,- (Sw.fr. 
7.804.600).
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4. Health work
First aid practice and accident prevention:
The Norwegian Red Cross stresses the importance of first aid and 
home nursing courses.
The Red Cross rescue corps grow in number and improve their qualifi
cations every year.
325 corps consisting of about 17 000 members cover the whole country 
- ready to act if an accident should occur - airplane crashes, road acci
dents, avalanches and so on. They are also well trained to trace people 
who do not return from their skiing tours in the mountains, or hiking 
in the woods. Some are on duty along the coast and on the beaches, 
actively participating in water safety work, whilst others render first 
aid at athletic competitions.
The rescue corps have close cooperation with the Civil Defence and 
the police, both in preparing actions and in rescue cases. The members 
of the first aid rescue corps are all volunteers who receive no compen
sation. All training takes place in their leisure time.
The Red Cross covers a major part of Norway's ambulance service 
and is also taking active part in work to improve the quality of service 
by better training and better equipment.

5. Blood donors and transfusion sendee
The Norwegian Red Cross has given priority to blood transfusion 
service during the last three years. There have been arranged regional 
conferences all over the country with participants from bloodbanks, 
health authorities and Red Cross branches.
As a result of these conferences several mobile transfusion services and 
decentralized blood donor units have been established.
The Norwegian Red Cross Blood Center is responsible for 25 percent 
of all blood units collected in Norway. The Center produces cryo- 
presipitate out of 42 percent of all units collected.
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6. Nursing
The Norwegian Red Cross runs five training schools for nurses. Nearly 
300 nurses qualify from the schools every year.

7. Social welfare and community work
More than 100 health institutions are run by the Red Cross in Norway, 
and most of them have been built by efforts and funds of the Red 
Cross. The institutions include hospitals, cottage hospitals, homes and 
schools for children and homes for the aged.
Child Relief groups around the country have built and run institutions 
for children with different handicaps. These groups also run relief ho
mes and camps, and organize Friend Families for parents with handi
capped children. These Friend Families may include refugee families as 
well.
Every year groups of rheumatic children, accompained by either 
mother or father, have the opportunity of going to Lanzarote.
Among other activities there are advisory centers for parents with 
children who misuse drugs.
About 7 000 Red Cross Patient Friends are visiting lonely or elderly 
persons in hospitals or at home. 300 Prison Visitors are working in pri
sons all over the country. The service is planned and executed in close 
cooperation with the Health and Prison Authorities, and secrecy in 
these matters is very important.
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8. Red Cross Youth
Approximately 7 500 boys and girls are active members in out-of- 
school groups in the Norwegian Red Cross Youth (RCY). 
RCY-activities are of three main types:
social measures, practical skills and international efforts. Activeefforts 
are being made to establish friendship and mutual understanding be
tween rcy-members and different minority groups in the society.
The Norwegian Red Cross Youth runs three schools camps where the 
main objective is to integrate handicapped and non-handicapped 
children and youths through activities adapted to both categories. 
During the past four years the RCY has planned and established a Ge
neration Centre where the aim is to give recreation for the elderly, 
lonely and other disadvantaged groups.
In a developed society like Norway where the welfare state has not 
managed to prevent isolation among lonely people, the Generation 
Centre has fulfilled a valuable task.

9. Activities in the field of dissemination of the 
Geneva Convention and Red Cross prinsiples

A considerably strengthened dissemination program has been launch
ed. Material has been made in co-operation with the Authorities and 
by the Norwegian Red Cross. The dissemination program is being 
achived in close cooperation with the relevant Authorities.
Based on Red Cross principles a complete program has been worked 
out for the dissemination of the Red Cross idea, within the Red Cross 
and for the public at large.
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10. Activities for peace-keeping nationally and 
internationally

In cooperation with other countries and their populations in their 
efforts to mitigate human sufferings, the Norwegian Red Cross is 
working intensively and take part in the work for the promotion of pe
ace all over the world.

11. Information and public relations

Periodical magazine
Production of the Norwegian Red Cross periodical magazine ’’Over 
Allé Grenser” (Across all borders) with eight issues a year. From Janu
ary 1978 the periodical has been distributed free to all Red Cross mem
bers (approx. 180 000 subscribers included.)

Contact with media
Press releases, press conferences etc.

Audio-visual aids
Film productions:

’’Patzun” from rehabilitation in Guatemala
’’Everywhere for everyone” - general information about Nor
wegian Red Cross home and abroad

and several productions of slides.

Campaigns
’’Membership recruitment”
’’Mountain safety”
’’Childrens’ safety - your responsibility”

Printed material
Production of brochures, pamphlets and booklets on a variety of 
topics.
Preparation of special exhibition material.
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