BRIEF HISTORY
1877 (1 May)

The Society was established under the name of the “Hakuaisha” or the “Philanthropic
Society” during the battles of the Southwestern Rebellion at the initiative of Count
Tsunetami Sano.

1886(15 Nov.)

TheJapaneseGovernment adhered to the Geneva Convention of 1864.

1887 (2 Sept.)

The Philanthropic Society changed its name to the Japanese Red Cross Society and
was recognized by the International Committee of the Red Cross as an official member
of the International Red Cross.

1912

H. M. the Empress Shoken contributed ¥ 100,000 to the International Red Cross to
encourage peacetime services of the Red Cross around the world and the Empress
Shoken Fund was established.

1919 (5 May)

The League of Red Cross Societies was born and the Society participated in it as one
of the five founding members.

1926

The Society hosted the Second Oriental Red Cross Regional Conference in Tokyo.

1934

The Society hosted the 15th International Conference of the Red Cross in Tokyo.

1952

The new Japanese Red Cross Law became effective on 14 August and the new Japa
nese Red Cross statutes on 31 October.

1970

“KONNICHIWA 70” Technical Seminar for the South East Asian and Pan Pacific
Regions in the Field of Red Cross Youth was hosted by the Society.

1977

The Society celebrated its centenary.
The 4th Asian and West Pacific Regional Seminar on the Red Cross Blood Programme
was hosted by the Society.

1978

The Society organized 1st Red Cross Film Festival.

1980

The Society organized 2nd Red Cross Film Festival.

Relief work during the Southwestern Rebellion in 1 877
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ORGANIZATION
The Society is a corporate juridical body organized in accordance with the Law governing the Japanese Red Cross
Society (Law No. 305 of 1952). The Society is operated based on the fundamental principles of the Red Cross, and
in view of its characteristics its autonomous status is to be respected. The structure of the Society is shown below.
There are a variety of groups which are either directly or indirectly associated with the Society: volunteer groups,
JRC groups, associations of big contributors, etc. As of 31 March 1981 there are 35,749 Red Cross employees in
total as follows:
Officer
6,435
Clerk
7,274
Doctor
Medical Technician
4,343
2,649
Nurse
15,048
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MEMBERSHIP AND FINANCING
Membership

Membership Drive

The main source of income of the Society is mem
bership fees. There are two kinds of membership of
the Society: individual and corporate members who
pay ¥300 or more per year. For those who paid a
large sum as membership fee (¥10,000 or more or
rendered an especially distinguished service to the ac
tivities of the Society, the title of “special member” is
conferred. Each member has the following rights:
• to elect official and members of the Board of Repre
sentatives and to be elected by them.
• to receive annual reports on the activities and the
settlement of accounts of the Society.
• to express their opinions to the Society about the
management of programmes through members of
the Board of Representatives.

May is the month for the “Membership Drive”
which is undertaken throughout the country. The Pre
sidents of Chapters and Directors of Branches and Sub
Branches are heads of local public bodies, and local
Government officials together with Red Cross vo
lunteers assist the Society in collecting membership
fees based on the list of members. They recruit new
members at the same time. During the Membership
Drive people sometimes contribute less than ¥300
which is now insufficient for membership. The funds
thus raised are registered as supporting fees.
In the fiscal year 1975 only 188,000 out of 12,000,
000 members of the Society paid over 1,000 Yen as
their membership fee, and this rate was rather low.
Therefore, the Society worked out a plan to increase
the number of members who pay over 1,000 Yen to
1,000,000. In consequence, at present the Society
holds about 658,000 members who pay more than
1,000 Yen.
Next comes contributions from individuals as well
as corporate members. For raising funds from them
the Society mails its prospectus and other information
materials to those of large income, sends canvassers and
encourages those who have already made big contribu
tion to organize an association with the aim of inviting
more contributors.

A member may withdraw from the membership at
any time. Memberships as of 31 March 1976 and as of
31 March 1981 stand as follows:
Individual Members
Corporate Members
Total:

1976
12,112,085
222,509

1981
14,086,409
252,872

12,334,594

14,339,281

Red Cross Medals
Big contributors are entitled to the following awards:
• The Japanese Red Cross Silver Order of Merit is
awarded to those who contributed ¥200,000 or
more and less than ¥500,000.
• The Japanese Red Cross Golden Order of Merit is
awarded to those who contributed ¥500,000 or
more.
• If a winner of the Golden Order of Merit further
contributes a large amount of money, he/she is
awarded a large, middle or smallsized silver cup
according to the amount.
• For those who have contributed three million yen
or more (corporate Member’s case: five million yen
or more), the Society may apply to the Government
for the award of the Konju Hosho or the Blue
Ribbon Medal.
The National Convention held in the presence of H.I.H. the Crown
Princess and T.I.H. Princesses, Honorary Vice Presidents.
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Tax Exemption

Income

They are also entitled to the following privileges in
taxation:
• All the money which a Corporate Member contri
buted to the Society’s specific programmes between
1st April and 30 September is tax exempted.
• If a corporate Member contributes money to the
Society, an amount twice as much as that legally
permitted as tax exempted.
• The amount of an individual’s contribution to the
Society after deducting ¥10,000 is exempted from
his total annual income which is liable for income
tax.
• The amount contributed to the Society by an
inheritor is deducted from his total inherited in
come which is liable for inheritance tax.

The funds raised during 1975 fiscal year and 1979
fiscal year are as follows:
• From individuals:
1975
1979
Membership fees
Supporting fees
Contributions

• From Corporate
Members
Grand Total:

¥3,752,575,309 ¥6,267,340,690
¥ 159,631,647 j ¥1,796,664,217
¥ 844,694,504

¥2,299,240,188

¥3,499,418,817

¥7,056,141,648 ¥11,563,423,724

Revenues
The ordinary budget of revenues for the 1979 fiscal
year was ¥23,281,956,073 and that of expenditures
¥21,216,548,954 of which ¥10,785,136,203 was ap
propriated for direct activities as follows:

10%
28.1%
Social welfare activities
26.8%
13.6%
Branch activities
13.3%
12.2%
Public relations
13.4%
11.5%
Disaster relief
10.6%
7.9%
Blood programme
2.6% |
6.3%
International activities
13.1%
4.8%
Three training courses
3.7%
r
3.1%
Training of nurses
3.5%
3-7%
J,
Volunteer activities
4.4%
3.4%
JRC activities
3.4% ■
2s5%J '
Medical activities
3.3%
J 1.7%
Health education
~ni.5%
| 0.8%
Mobile clinic
10.8%

Total

1975
1979

¥ 6,206,684,294
¥10,785,136,203

30%

20%

i
I

i

I

I

i

100.0%
100.0%

1975

1979

Red Cross Hospitals and Blood Centres are financed separately by Special Budgets.
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INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES
International Relief
In the framework of the Long-term Plan the Japa
nese Red Cross Society worked out in 1977 on the
occasion of the celebration of the centenary of its
foundation, the special campaign to collect the “Inter
national Relief Fund” was started with the goal of
1,000,000,000 Yen, which was attained in 1980.
As a result of our efforts to establish a structure to
enable us to immediately dispatch International Relief
representatives including doctors and nurses whenever
required, we were able to dispatch in 1979—81 seven
medical relief teams (11 doctors, 20 nurses and 3 relief
persons in total) to Thailand for the relief of Cambo
dian refugees and in 1980—81 four teams (4 doctors
and 4 X-ray technicians in total) to Malaysia (Bidong
Island) for the relief of the so-called Vietnamese boat
people. Moreover, we sent one doctor, three nurses
and one relief person to Algeria in 1980 for the relief
of the sufferers from the big earthquake.
In addition to the above relief, the Society partici
pated in the following major relief activities with relief
money and goods:

1977 ........ Earthquake in Rumania, Cyclone in
India
1978 ........ Earthquake in Turkey, Floods in
Mozambique, Floods in Sudan, Earth
quake in Iran, Disturbance in Lesotho,
Floods in Vietnam
1979 ........ Floods in Sri Lanka, Floods in Jamaica,
Refugees in Indonesia (East Timor),
Hurricane in Dominica
1980 ........ Cambodian Refugees, Afghan Refugees,
Floods in Iran, Earthquake in Algeria
Number of Countries
assisted
1977
1978
1979
1980

11
24
36
38

Value of Assistance
in Yen

313,324,780
580,777,551
500,228,834
1,412,616,324

Development Programme
To give some main projects under “Development
Programme”, the Society is now constructing a hospi
tal in Vietnam with 145,000,000 Yen. In 1977 it held
the 4th Asian and West Pacific Regional Seminar on
the Red Cross Blood Programme and the 6th Meeting
of the International Group of Red Cross Blood Trans
fusion Experts. Also in 1977 it started to accept study
visitors on blood programme from sister Societies in
Asia: in 1978 3 study visitors from 3 countries; in
1979 13 study visitors from 5 countries and in 1980 10
from 6 countries. Moreover, we donated to the Indian
Red Cross Society 54 radios for radio network for
disaster prevention.

1977
1978
1979
1980

Number of Beneffitted
Countries

Value of Assistance
in Yen

20
14
24
20

46,828,107
67,936,338
161,427,324
155,692,214
Medical Center Project in Dong-Xoai, Vietnam
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International Year for Disabled Persons
As one of the programmes to commemorate “The
International Year for Disabled Persons” in 1981, an
Exhibition of Drawings by Disabled Children of the
World was organized by the Nippon Charity Kyokai
(Japan Charity Association) in close cooperation with
the Japanese Red Cross Society. Twenty-six sister
Societies participated in it by sending some drawings.
The Exhibition was very successful with so many
visitors including members of the diplomatic corps in
Tokyo.
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Empress Shoken Fund

Tracing Service & Social Service

This fund was established with the original fund of
100,000 Yen donated by Empress Shoken of Japan to
the International Red Cross with the purpose of sup
porting peace-time activities of the Red Cross on the
occasion of the 9th International Red Cross Confe
rence held in Washington, D.C. in 1912.
Therefore, this Fund has been increased with the
donations from the Imperial Family, the Japanese
Government, the Economic World and the general
public in Japan. As of 31 December 1980 the total of
the Fund was SFr. 3,194,480. 30.
This Fund has been under the joint-administration
of the International Committee of the Red Cross and
the League of Red Cross Societies. Every year on 11
April, the memorial day of Empress Shoken the in
terest from this Fund is distributed among the Red
Cross organizations, especially to sister Societies in
developing countries. In 1981 the 60th distribution
was made to 5 sister Societies.

Missing Persons
US cases*
1977
315
108
1978
329
115
1979
575
94
1980
729
114
* Assistance to Japanese wives who married US

Total
423
444
669
843
servicemen

Recently the number of cases with Japanese and
Chinese in China and Indochinese / Vietnamese
refugees has been increasing.

Diffusion of the Humanitarian Law
In 1978 the Society dispatched one expert to the
First Asian Seminar on Humanitarian Law (Kuala
Lumpur), and to support this Seminar the Society
made a contribution of 3,430,000 Yen. In 1980 the
Society sent one delegate to the International Institute
of Humanitarian Law held in San Remo.

International Exchange
As a means to intensify the Exchange Study Visit
Programme for members and leaders of Junior Red
Cross, 14 of them were dispatched from the Japanese
Red Cross Society in the last four years since 1977 and
18 were received here in Japan in the same period.
In 1978 the Society held the First Red Cross Film
Festival in Japan as one of programmes to commemo
rate the 150th anniversary of the birth of Henry
Dunant. The four prize-winning films were recom
mended by the Society to the International Red Cross
Film Festival held in Varna, Bulgaria in 1979. The
Second Red Cross Film Festival in Japan was held in
1980.

Repatriation Operation
Based on the Accord agreed upon between the Japa
nese Red Cross Society and the Red Cross Society of
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 270
Koreans and their families in total returned to the
DPRK in 1977; 125 in 1978; 61 in 1979 and 40 in
1980. The Total number of repatriates since 1959 was
93,245.
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VIETNAMESE REFUGEES IN JAPAN
Refugees’ Homes
At the request of the Japanese Government and the
UNHCR the Japanese Red Cross Society started in
August 1977 giving necessary services to Vietnamese
refugees or the so-called ‘Boat People’. At the time of
their arrival in Japan we provide them with new cloth
ing and medical services as emergency care and then
accommodate them in the “Refugees’ Homes”, where
we give relief to thier daily life until they leave Japan
for the third countries.
At present the Society operates 11 Homes and they
are directly administrated by its prefectural chapters
concerned. Employing staff members including inter
preters for the Vietnamese language, we are taking care
of them giving clothing, food, housing and medical
care.

Present Situation
The following is the situation of this service as of
31 August 1981:
• Number of refugees who arrived, left or remaining
Those who arrived between
27/6/75 and 27/8/81

5,185
* Including 146 new
born babies
Those who left Japan
3,494
* Including 7 persons
who died in Japan
Those who have settled in Japan
87
Those who are temporarily staying
1,604

• Organizations taking care of refugees in Japan
Japanese Red Cross Society
Caritas Japan
Tenrikyo
Rissho Kosei Kai
Government (for settlers)
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943 (11 Homes)
505 (12 Homes)
74 (1 Home)
52(1 Home)
30 (1 Home)

Seven Medical Relief Teams were dispatched to Thailand for the relief of Cambodian refugees in 1979 -81

In 1 980-81 four X-ray teams took active parts in the relief of
Vietnamese boat-people at Bidong Island, Malaysia

Relief goods airlifted by Red Cross chartered DC-8 freighter

The National Headquarters in Tokyo

H.I.H. the Crown Princess, Honorary Vice President,
presenting the Nightingale Medals

Vietnamese Refugees' Home

H.I.H. Princess Hitachi, Honorary Vice President
visiting the Red Cross Refugees' Home in Aichi
Prefecture

Fund-raising campaign for the relief of Cambodian refugees

Junior Red Cross International Exchange Programme

Practical Training of the Japanese Red Cross Medical Relief Teams

DISASTER RELIEF
Fundamental Law

Medical Relief Teams and Equipment

The National Fundamental Law for Disaster Prepa
redness (Law No. 223) of 1961 provided guiding
principles for administration of disaster preparedness,
disaster prevention, disaster relief and reconstruction
and rehabilitation, and warranted the establishment of
a Disaster Prevention Council at both national and
prefectural levels. The Society was represented in
these Committees and is responsible for making its own
disaster preparedness plan in harmony with the plans
of other agencies.

The Society keeps 457 medical relief teams on
stand-by at Red Cross hospitals all over the country.
Each team consists of 6 members: a doctor, 3 nurses,
an administrator, a driver-cum-assistant. Total number
of personnel to be mobilized is 10,790. There are also
605 medical relief teams which are, on prior arrange
ment, recruited locally and work on the disaster site
until Red Cross Standing Medical Relief Team arrives.
Each team is composed of a doctor and two nurses.
Personnel registered for these teams number 1,548.
Moreover, for the purpose of carrying out the activ
ities of these relief teams smoothly 131 ambulances,
102 vehicles for disaster relief, radio stations (53 base
stations, 639 mobile stations have already been in ac
tion.
Besides there are 16 relief teams with 1,098 vol
unteer personnel trained for disaster relief. 100 amatuer radio volunteer groups with 7,237 members and
440 flying volunteers with 121 aircraft also assist the
Society in time of disasters.

Agreement
The agreement concluded between the Society and
the Ministry of Health and Welfare in 1948 set the
sphere of activities with which the Red Cross might be
entrusted by the Governor of a prefecture i.e. medical
treatment, midwifery service and dealing with the
victims. Each prefectural chapter of the Society was
accordingly given responsibility to make readily avail
able a minimum of five relief teams.
However, the Society never limited itself to such
roles and activities as provided by the Law and always
felt free to render assistance in other forms such as
shelters, temporary accommodation, food, clothing,
daily necessities, etc. Administrative and operational
details were given shape in the Red Cross relief regula
tions of 1955 for carrying out these duties.

Threat of Earthquake
In view of the threat of an earthquake which is pre
dicted to take place in the Tokai District in the near
future, and based on the Large-scale Earthquake
Countermeasures Acts (Act No. 73; 1981) which
provides for special countermeasures such as the des
ignation of the areas where the need for disaster pre
paredness and prevention is great (6 prefectures in the
Tokai District including 170 cities, towns and villages
with the population of over 21 million in total), the
establishment of an earthquake observation and an
earthquake prevention structures is necessary. There
fore, the Japanese Red Cross Society has worked out a
plan for upgrading disaster preparedness against largescale earthquakes in the frame work of the Japanese
Red Cross Disaster Prevention Programme Plan, and
has been making its utmost efforts in preparation for
relief structures at the time of the occurence of earth
quake disasters, uniting all the chapters and institu
tions of the Society in one.

Recent Relief Operations
Among major disaster relief services performed by
the Japanese Red Cross Society in 1980 are the dis
patching of medical relief teams for the relief in the
rockslide on the slope of Mt. Fuji (12 killed), gas ex
plosion at the underground shopping centre in Shizu
oka City (14 killed), the distribution of various kinds
of relief goods, the acceptance and distribution of
relief money for the sufferers in the amount of over
¥53,000,000.
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MEDICAL SERVICES
Medical Institutions
In Japan there are about 8,600 hospitals with about
1,250,000 beds in total; and the Japanese Red Cross
Society operates 92 general hospitals, 2 maternity
hospitals, 2 hospitals for the atomic-bomb victims,
7 clinics and 4 hospital-homes for crippled children.
The total number of beds at these institutions is
36,041 and that of paid workers 29,657. During 1980,
10,714,811 in-patients (averaging 29,356 per day) and
15,259,521 out-patients (averaging 51,727 per day)
were given treatment at these institutions.
These medical institutions have been actively en
gaged not only in the ordinary medical care but also in
special -medical treatments for cancer, circulatory
diseases, etc, emergency medical care, rehabilitation
and medical care for the aged, medical relief for dis
aster victims abroad, etc.

Medical Welfare Services in the Community
Moreover, at our chapter and local medical institu
tion level they are performing visiting medical treat
ment in doctorless regions, mobile clinic service, mass
health examination by cancer-screening vehicle, mass
health checking at schools, factories, etc, assistance in
obtaining legal protection based on the Livelihood
Protection Law, and medical welfare services such as
reduction of medical fee, health consultation and
seminars for pregnant women and infants.
Mobile clinic
Group examination
Mobile health consultation
Free treatment
Mothers’ class
Safe Delivery class
Health guidance
Other services

366 days
698 times
150 times
1 time
2,321 times
316 times
24,302 times
14,282 times

417 places
683 places
152 places
1 place
1,878 places
316 places
19,246 places
15,035 places

The Japanese Red Cross
Medical Centre, Tokyo.
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12,082
158,514
6,365
5
43,303
5,545
309,287
465,178

persons
persons
persons
persons
persons
persons
persons
persons

NURSE TRAINING
The number of nurses trained annually in Japan is
around 27,700. In an effort to obtain nurses for dis
aster relief and nurses and midwives to work at hospi
tals the Japanese Red Cross Society operates colleges
for nursing and schools of midwifery, where nursing
education based on the Red Cross principles is con
ducted to improve the quality of nurses and midwives
and to contribute to the diffusion of medical services
and public health, and moreover to the furtherance of
relief services, nursing services and nursing education.
It has the Institute for Post-graduate Nurses to give a
high-level education to nurses to train well-qualified
teachers of nursing and head nurses of hospital.
The nurse training as of 31 March 1980 is as follows:
Classification

Number

Practical College of Nursing
Junior College
School of Midwifery
Instutite for Post-graduate Nurses

36
2
3
1

Capacity of
Students
3,244
240
70
90

Number of Graduates
since 1890
66,166
2,301
4,096
1,802
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THREE COURSES
In order to improve and develop the skill of the
courses, the Water Safety Research Committee, the
CPR Research Committee etc. have been established
and continual studies have been made. Consequently,
overall revisions of the textbooks for First Aid, Water

First Aid
For four years between 1977 and 1980,4,860 First
Aid courses were organized and 173,187 people were
trained including 97 courses for instructors and 2,838
trainees. The total number of first-aiders trained since
1949 reach 571,815 and that of instructors 18,159.
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Safety etc. have been made. Through posters and
pamphlets the Society has encouraged general public to
participate in these courses, and has endevoured to
increase number of the instructors and to upgrade their
skill.

Water Safety
For the reporting period 829 courses for life-savers
were held for 29,262 people and 68 courses for 1,337
instructors. Since 1947, 144,414 life-savers and 6,461
instructors have been trained. Since 1947, 1,556 per
sons were awarded recognition for saving lives.

Home Nursing
Since various problems in the health of children
have arisen from the recent change of community, the
part two of the past Home Nursing was replaced by
“Home Nursing for Infants” in 1980. The recent
Home Nursing Course is now composed of three parts:
part one is for prevention of accidents and illness, firstaid, early detection of diseases, etc; part two is for
growth of children between one and six years of age,

their better habit of life, preparedness for accident and
prevention of illness; part three is for care of the aged.
For four years, 2,325 courses were held and 58,651
people attended one of the three parts of the courses.
In addition 456,139 people attended 11,866 short
courses. Since 1947,408,498 people have attended re
gular courses and 1,644,021 have attended short
courses.
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SOCIAL WELFARE ACTIVITIES
Child Welfare
The Society runs 8 Baby Homes with the total
capacity of 285 babies under 2 years old; 3 Day Nurse
ries with a total capacity of 500; a Home for Children
with a capacity of 40; a Home for Physically Weak
Children with a capacity of 64; and there are currently
889 children in these institutions.

Welfare for the Aged
The Society runs 3 Nursing Homes for the Aged
with a total capacity of 235 persons. In these Homes
those who are more than 65 years old are looked after.
Because of their serious physical or mental defects,
they are in need of constant nursing care, and find it
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difficult to receive such nursing care in their own
homes. The Society gives priority to promoting volun
teer activities to take care of the aged people who live
alone and need some help in house-keeping.

Welfare for the Physically Handicapped
The Artificial Limbs Workshop in the Chiba prefec
ture puts emphasis on the mobile repairing of the artifi
cial limbs and calipers for the disabled at home. The
Light Centre in Kanagawa prefecture for the Blind
serves in training and consultation of the blind to live
independently as well as making braille books and
recorded tapes with the assistance of braille volunteers
and recording volunteers.
The Society also runs a Centre of the Deaf and Mute
which gives deaf-and-mute persons social adaptation
training in livelihood guidance, primary auditory train
ing for babies and infants with impaired hearing. The
training course for finger language translator is also
carried out.
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BLOOD PROGRAMME
Recruitment of Donors
The Japanese Red Cross Society has been carrying
on its blood programme through voluntary donation
and, at the same time, it has been educating especially
younger generation on the knowledge of blood and the
importance of blood donation through films, slides,
pamphlets, etc.
Moreover, every year in July the Government, local
public bodies and the Japanese Red Cross Society con
duct a national blood campaign in a united effort. In
addition to this campaign, for the first 60 days in each
new year a special campaign is conducted for those
who have reached the adult year of 20 in the past one
year. This campaign is entitled “Blood Campaign at
the Age of 20”.

The numbers of donors in the past five years
r
are as follows:

6,021,247
(54 per 1,000)

Structure to accept Donors
Today the Society operates 62 blood centres
throughout Japan, and under the administration of
these centres 106 blood collecting centres and 260
bloodmobiles are in operation receiving donors.

Supply of Blood Components
With the advancement in diffusing blood compo
nent therapy the quantity of blood components to be
supplied has been increasing recently. The situation of
supply in the past five years is as follows:
Total

3,724,495

4,432,232

5,591,172
7,010,614
8,334,682
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Training

Assistance and Cooperation

Since 1980 the Society, inviting persons in charge of
blood programme of sister Societies in the South
eastern Asia, has been training them at its Central
Blood Centre and other places as a part of its relief for
Red Cross Societies in this part of the world. More
over, the Society dispatched a group of specialists to
China to give necessary advise and invited technicians
from the Chinese Red Cross Society for three months
to train them at our centres.

The Society sent a very rare type of blood Diego
(a+b—) to the Society in the Federal Republic of
Germany to meet its request. The Society also regular
ly airlifts Red Cell Components to Bangkok and
Phnompenh for the Cambodian refugees in Thailand
and Cambodian people.
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JUNIOR RED CROSS
J RC Members

Training & J oumal

The Junior Red Cross is organized in elementary
(7—12 year old), junior high (13—15 year old) and
senior high (16—18 year old) school student groups.
In the elementary and junior high school, the enroll
ment of the pupils into JRC is done on a school or a
classroom basis. While in the senior high school, JRC
is incorporated as one of their club activities. Those
JRC activities are under the guidance of teacher-spon
sors as JRC leaders. There are approx. 1,562,000
members as of the end of 1980 fiscal year under the
member augmentation 5-year scheme which have been
carrying on since 1975. In the second scheme com
menced in 1980 the Society aims not only at a growth
of members but also at an improvement in quality of
their activities. Members who have learned Red Cross
ideas and practice through JRC'activities are expected
to be active volunteers of Red Cross.

In addition, leadership training centres of the JRC
members are held on a prefectural level and study
centres for JRC teacher-sponsors are held by the Head
quarters. Exchange of JRC members and leaders with
sister Societies, mainly in Asian countries, has been
becoming increasingly active.
The Society issues “Junior Red Cross Magazine”
four times a year, “Teacher-sponsors Journal” three
times a year, and other information materials.

JRC Activities
JRC members find their activities in various fields:
training and practice of first aid, water safety and
home nursing, blood donor recruitment, surroundings
cleaning services in the community, consolatory visit to
social welfare institutions, translation into braille, ex
change of friendship albums between sister Societies,
etc.
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VOLUNTEER SERVICES
Volunteer Groups
There are three types of volunteer groups: those
organized at the community level (2,542 groups,
4,710,931 members), those composed of student and
youth (155 groups, 4,502 members) and those with
special ability or skill (362 groups, 30,227 members).

Volunteer Activities
The Specific Volunteer Service Corps provide
services in fields such as radio communication, transla
tion into braille, tape-recording for blindness, ski pat
rolling, first aid, water safety, disaster relief, public
entertainments, acupuncture, moxacautery, massage,
home nursing, ocean patrol, transport, sewing, services
at hospital, language, etc.
The Youth Volunteer Service Corps and the Com
munity Volunteer Service Corps are active in visiting
hospitals and social welfare institutions, the blood
donation compaign, fund-raising compaign, disaster re
lief, welfare services to the aged and disabled persons,
cleaning of public places, assistance to JRC activities,
organization of accident prevention courses, assistance
to other humanitarian organizations, etc.

PUBLIC RELATIONS/INFORMATION
The Society keeps in regular contact with mass
media at national and prefectural levels, and when
something important occurs, it issues a news release
asking for their cooperation. It also issues periodicals
such as the following:
Red Cross Journal (monthly)............................. 80,000
Annual Report............................................. -............. 550
JRC Magazine ................................................... 168,000
Teacher-sponsors Journal.................................. 54,000
Red Cross Photo News (monthly).................. 10,000
World RC Day poster ....................................... 197,271
World RC Day leaflet (16 pages)...................... 538,000
World RC Day material.................................... 16,520
(recording sheet, slides, etc.)
Current Activities (monthly)............................ 18,000
Pamphlet (20 pages)............................................... 5,500
“Knowledge of First Aid” ................................ 900,000

JAPANESE RED CROSS SOCIETY
1-3,Shiba-Daimon 1-chome, Minato-ku, Tokyo, JAPAN 105
Telegraph:JAPANCROSS TOKYO
Telex :JARCROSS J22420
Telephone:(03)438-1 311

