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AUSTRALAIN RED CROSS SOCIETY REPORT 1981

Foundation
* Founded in 1914 as a Branch of the British 

Red Cross Society
* Accepted as a member of the League of 

Red Cross Societies in 1919
* Recognised as an independent Society by 

the I.C.R.C. in 1927
* Incorporated by Royal Charter in 1941 

and granted Supplementary Royal Charter 
in 1961.
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Finance
• Budget for the period 1977-81 - in excess 

of $26.28 million per year.
• Each Division has a Fund Raising Section 

and their main activity is the conduct of an 
annual Appeal, “Red Cross Calling” - 
which is the main source of income for the 
Society

• In addition special fund raising committees 
are established to solicit support and a 
variety of fund-raising activities including 
merchandising and social events are con
ducted in Divisions throughout the year

• Other sources of income include public 
donations, income from investments, 
legacies, grants and membership fees.

Organisation and Structure
• National Society made up of six State and 

two Territorial Divisions
• National Headquarters- Melbourne, Victoria
• Governed by a National Council and an 

Executive - each Division administered by 
Council and Executive similar to the National 
bodies

• National Committees:
• Blood Transfusion and Disaster Relief 

A Finance Committee is appointed 
annually by the National Council

• Each Division has a Headquarters and 
is divided into regions

• In regions there are more than 260,000 
Red Cross members who form Branches 
Service Corps Units, Coffee Clubs, 
Intermediate and Red Cross Youth 
groups and Circles

• Trained members become part of Service 
Corps Units offering specialist services 
Volunteers in Branches are responsible 
for the general work of the Society and 
fund-raising



Disaster Relief Auxiliary to Public AuthoritiesAssistance
1978-81 - The following countries received 
financial and/or material assistance for relief 
in natural disasters:
Afghanistan 
Algeria 
Bangladesh 
Bolivia 
Burma 
Columbia 
China 
Ethiopia 
Fiji 
Gambia 
Greece

India 
Indonesia 
Iran 
Italy 
Jamaica 
Mauritania 
Mozambique 
Nepal
New Hebrides 
Nicaragua 
Philippines 
Portugal

Roumania 
Sri Lanka 
Tonga 
Vietnam 
West Indies 
Yugoslavia 
Zaire

• Co-ordinated by National Disaster Relief 
Committee which is responsible for disaster 
preparedness and disaster operations and 
encourages training and up-to-date pre
paredness in the Divisions

• Divisions have responsibility for their States 
disaster relief and have committees to 
oversee such

• Main Disaster Services activities are: 
Enquiry/Tracing and Registration, 
Welfare: temporary housing, feeding, 
counselling and para-medical services

• Training of personnel and volunteers is 
emphasised within the Society and additional 
training is available from a Federal Govern
ment training college and the individual 
State Emergency Services

. Society is approved by government to 
operate within the Armed Forces

. Society provides welfare and social services 

. Assists with care of sick and wounded

. Disseminates knowledge of the Geneva 
Conventions and Protocols Additional



Assistance to victims of armed conflicts and internal disorders
. 1978-81 - Assistance, material and financial 

was given to assist in the relief of victims 
of armed conflicts and internal disorders 
as a response to appeals from the I.C.R.C. 
and the LRCS.

1977- 78
ICRC - Ethiopia Ogaden Appeal
ICRC - Southern African Region Appeal 
ICRC - Lebanon Appeal
ICRC - West African Region Appeal
ICRC - Burmese Refugees
ICRC - Vietnam Appeal
ICRC - East Timor

1978- 79

ICRC - Lebanese War Victims 
LRCS - Uganda
ICRC - African Region Appeal
LRCS - Burmese Refugees
Burma Repatriates 
Refugees
ICRC - East Timor

1979- 80

LRCS - Afghan Refugees
ICRC - Nicaragua
ICRC/LRCS - Indo-Chinese Refugees 
ICRC - Lebanon
ICRC - Africa
South East Asian Refugee Task Force 
Chad - Refugees
East Timor

1981

ICRC - Nicaragua
ICRC - African Appeal
ICRC — Chad
ICRC - Iran/Irag
ICRC - El Salvador



Thailand Kampuchea and assistance to refugees:
. The ARCS has responded to the best of 

its ability and resources to provide any/and 
all assistance to the ICRC and the LRCS 
for refugees throughout the world.

. The ICRC operation in Thailand/Kampuchea 
was the stimulis for one of the largest 
involvements of the ARCS to date - by mid 
1981 106 persons joined this operation 
under the auspices of the ARCS.



Blood Transfusion Service
The Australian Red Cross Blood Trans

fusion Service is a major community under
taking which is a vital adjunct to the health 
services of the community. Central blood 
banks in each capital city supplemented by 
regional services and mobile units provide the 
country’s entire blood requirements.
All blood is given voluntarily and is tested, 
processed and distributed free of charge, either 
in the form of whole blood or a range of blood 
fractions.

Whilst each Divisional Red Cross Blood Trans
fusion Service meets its State’s own day to 
day requirements, all activities are co-ordinated 
at the national level. The Service is financed 
jointly by Governments and Red Cross but is 
administered entirely by the Society. It coll
aborates closely with the Commonwealth 
Serum Laboratories in Melbourne. All States 
and Territories send plasma there for fraction
ation into special blood products which are 
then returned for distribution.
In order to provide a medium for exchange of 
information and views between the Transfusion 
Services in the Asian/Pacific Region Australian 
Red Cross has undertaken the production and 
circulation of a Blood Transfusion Newsletter. 
Links are maintained with the Papua New 
Guinea B.T.S. which before 1975, when Papua 
New Guinea achieved independence, was part 
of the Australian Service.
Australian Red Cross has provided assistance, 
mainly in the form of training in blood trans
fusion, to most other countries in the Region. 
The Society, as the agent of the Australian 
Government, is currentiy involved in a three- 
year project aimed at upgrading the Blood 
Transfusion Service in Nepal.
Attendance by Australian Red Cross B.T.S. 
personnel at international blood transfusion 
conferences has been of considerable value 
in keeping them abreast of advances in tech
nology, and in the maintenance of a high 
standard of efficiency. Research on various 
aspects of blood transfusion is carried out in 
the Divisional Blood Transfusion Services.



Youth Report For International Conference
The Society’s Youth Policy, which was adopted 
by National Council in 1980, specifies that 
“Red Cross Youth should be regarded as an 
integral part of the Society and we should 
recognise both the potential for and the benefits 
to be gained from involving young people in 
all Red Cross activities”.
There is a distinction made between three 
age groups within the Youth Section of the 
Society. Junior Red Cross caters for children 
based in primary schools, Red Cross Youth 
for the secondary school or teenaged population, 
while Intermediate Red Cross invokes young 
people in the 18-30 age group.
Junior Red Cross activities concentrate on 
service delivery both at school and in the 
community, fund raising for specific projects, 
first aid instruction and learning about the 
Red Cross movement.
We have had considerable difficulty in attracting 
the interests of teenagers. However a number 
of Divisions have been active in conducting 
courses in Child Care, First Aid, Community 
Service and Disaster Awareness, as well as 
providing work experience for secondary 
schooi students. Through these activities we 
do attract a number of young people who are 
willing to support Red Cross services and 
activities.
Intermediate Red Cross groups are capable 
of organising and conducting their own activit
ies with minimal guidance from the Society. 
In Divisions where it operates, I.R.C. has 
proved itself to be an extremely capable and 
imaginative fund-raising body, as well as 
providing manpower for service work and a 
source of prospective leaders for the Society. 
The strength of Red Cross Youth varies accord
ing to staffing resources allocated to it in our 
Divisions. However in 1980/81 financial 
year, the Society was able to attract some 
government funding for our Youth programme, 
and this has enabled us to undertake RCY 
promotion in some of the smaller State and 
Territorial Divisions of the Society.
The Youth Policy also recognises a commit
ment to meeting the special needs of dis
advantaged youth. The S.A. Youth Depart

ment has given an indication of the Society’s 
potential role in this area by opening an 
accommodation centre which will provide 
shelter to some of the significant number of 
young Australians who, because of unemploy
ment, are unable to find stable accommodation 
for themselves.
“Gumbooya” continues to be a focal point of 
the RCY calender, providing a meeting place 
for youth members from all States and Territ
ories of Australia. In 1976, international 
delegates were invited to Gumbooya for the 
first time and this practice has grown to the 
extent that 11 Asian/Pacific Societies, plus 
the LRCS, participated in Gumbooya ’80.
In 1980, the Australian Red Cross Society 
and the League of Red Cross Societies played 
hosts to delegates from over 20 National 
Societies who attended the Asian/Pacific 
Regional Red Cross Youth Leaders’ Meeting 
in Melbourne.



Health Activities
Training
Under the Emergency Care Training Programme 
a variety of First Aid and Nursing at Home 
courses are provided to the Australian public.
• Courses range from brief introductions 

to longer more inclusive certificated 
courses. In addition special courses such 
as Pool Safety and Sports Injuries are 
provided.

• During 1979/80 more than 39,000 persons 
received training from the Society

• Members provide service at First Aid 
Posts during disasters such as floods, 
bush fires and cyclones. In some areas 
members man Roadside First Aid Posts 
which provide “first” aid in emergencies.

Health and Social Welfare
A wide variety of services are provided by the 
Society by its State Divisions.
These include:

Hospital Services
- hospital visitors for patients
- libraries for patients in hospitals and 

homes (including large print and minority 
language volumes)

* home loan plan for a wide variety of 
medical equipment and apparatus.

Beauty Therapy
- particularly in psychiatric and geriatric 

centres
Music Therapy
- trained therapists provide therapy for 

patients in hospitals and homes partic
ularly for handicapped children, geriatric 
and psychiatric patients

Handcrafts
- this service has grown and not only are 

a variety of activities provided in homes, 
hospitals and Red Cross Centres but a 
large training programme in handcrafts 
is also carried out.

Transport
- Each year thousands of patients are 

driven to hospitals, centres, schools and 
taken on outings. A large fleet of vehicles 
is maintained which also delivers blood 
and blood products and relief supplies.

Meals on Wheels
- Many members participate in Meals on 

Wheels for the lonely, incapacitated and 
shut-in. In one State a Soup Patrol for 
homeless citizens is manned.

Services to Refugees
* Personnel visit refugees in hostels and 

provide them with toiletries and supp
lementary clothing

* in some cases furniture and other items 
are provided to assist in settlement

' in some settlements the Society provides 
assistance to refugees seeking employ
ment and permanent accommodation 
and provides language tuition



A service to meet about every need



Development Programme Dissemination of International Humanitarian Law
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The Society contributed to the League’s Devel
opment Programme by the following:

• Cash donations to development projects
• Goods and medical supplies donated to 

other Societies
• Since 1976 the Society has adopted one 

of the special “Mini Development Projects” 
particularly through its Youth Department:
1978 - Burma - Provision of First Aid 
Kits
1979 - Sri Lanka - Village Reconstruction 
Project
1980 - Nepal - Establishing Mobile medical 
clinics and training village health workers
1981 - Fiji - Aids for the Handicapped and 
Youth Rehabilitation

• Since 1977 the Society, with assistance 
from the Australian Development Assis
tance Bureau, has been helping to establish 
a National Red Cross Blood Transfusion 
Service in Nepal. By mid 1981 this major 
project was fully operational.

• A National Dissemination Committee was 
established in 1978 and now each of the 
Divisions of the Society has a Dissemination 
Committee.

The Society works with the Australian Govern
ment on a joint Australian Red Cross Society- 
Australian Government Dissemination Com
mittee.
In 1979 the Society conducted a national 
seminar on International Humanitarian Law.

• In the past four years a number of achieve
ments have been made. These include:
• production of a pamphlet “You and 

International Humanitarian Law” which 
has been widely distributed throughout 
the country

• production of a “Speakers Kit” on the 
International Humanitarian Law for Red 
Cross executive and personnel

• conduct of a nation-wide curriculum 
planners meeting to decide on approaches 
and strategies to teach International 
Humanitarian Law in schools

• current activities include production of 
materials on International Humanitarian 
Law for schools and in some Divisions 
this subject is being introduced into 
existing curricula.



Public Relations and Information Reappraisal, Evaluation and Reorganisation
« Each Division has a PR department which 

strives to publicize the Division’s activities 
and needs and keep its public informed 
about the Red Cross and its work locally, 
nationally and internationally.

• PR departments work closely with fund- 
raising departments to publicize events 
and fund-raising activities.

• A National Information Centre is maintained 
at National Headquarters.

• Centre distributes information and educat
ional material within the Society and to 
the national public.

• A central film library makes films available 
on loan to all Divisions and to the public.

• The Centre co-ordinates the production of 
materials of national relevance including 
the annual appeals materials.

• The Centre’s book and periodicals library 
circulates information and literature to aU 
Divisions and fulfils specific requests for 
information.

• Each Division and National Headquarters 
publish and Annual Report which includes 
and overview of the years activities and 
detailed financial statements of income 
and expenditure.

Since the Tansley Report, the Society has 
been examining all aspects of its organisation, 
structure, services and service delivery with a 
critical view to making itself more effective and 
more efficient.
1980 Community Care Seminar - This semi

nar established National and Division
al Committees which are now in the 
process of examining all aspects of 
“community care” and improving 
services and service delivery.

1980 Reorganisation of the Volunteer 
Structure - This National seminar 
examined the basis of the Society’s 
structure and organisation with partic
ular emphasis on the rolls of volunteers. 
Divisions are now implementing 
methods to improve: all levels of 
communication; recruitment and training 
of volunteers; structures and organis
ation to increase efficiency and effect
iveness.

1980 Committee on the Decision Making 
Process - This Committee was estab
lished to examine the operation of the 
decision making bodies of the Society, 
particularly its National Council. 
Within this examination special attention 
is focusing on improving communication 
at all levels and among aU bodies within 
the Society.

1981 National Review - This Committee was 
established to examine the operating 
efficiency of National Headquarters. 
As a result of its findings and recom
mendations some reorganisation and 
staff reductions have occurred in the 
National Headquarters.
The second phase of this Review will 
examine the terms of reference and 
responsibilities of National Head
quarters.



PRODUCED BY MONCOE ART SERVICE - VICTORIA AUSTRALIA.


