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Title Picture:
In June 1981 the German Red Cross relief ship ’’Flora” completed the 
operations, that she began in Southeast Asia in October 1979. Her new 
area of operation is to be the Horn of Africa. This ships’ medical, technical 
and logistical facilities will be of considerable assistance in the case of re
fugees living there in the refugee camps established.
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1. Introduction

The German Red Cross (GRC) in the Federal Republic of Germany is the 
national relief society within the meaning of the Geneva Conventions of 
1949. At the same time it is also the leading organisation of the German 
Voluntary Welfare Services.
Under the sign of the red cross against white background the German 
Red Cross strives in manifold ways to accomplish its humanitarian and 
social mission with the statutory tasks it entails.

National Committee and Secretariate General are located in the Federal 
Capital Bonn.

2. History and Organisation

The German Red Cross in the Federal Republic of Germany is a federative 
body which has come into being in a form roughly analogous to the 
governmental structures. The first National German Red Cross Society 
was founded in 1863 in the Land Württemberg. In the course of the three 
following years a further eight associations came into being, in the then 
states of Oldenburg, Prussia, Mecklenburg-Schwerin, the free city of 
Hamburg, in Hessen-Darmstadt, Saxony, Baden and Bavaria.

In 1869 the German Red Cross associations merged into an overall or
ganisation for the nursing care of sick and wounded soldiers on the battle
fields. In 1870 all the German states became signatories of the Geneva 
Convention. In 1882 all the regional Red Cross societies, as well as the 
State Women’s Associations, merged into the German Red Cross, a regis
tered association. One year later the German Red Cross joined the 
League of Red Cross Societies.
After the end of the Second World War new regional branches came into 
being and, on February 4th 1950, the present German Red Cross carried 
on its former activities as a nation-wide organisation. The following year 
saw the recognition of the German Red Cross by the German Federal 
Government, and one year later, that of the International Committee of the 
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Red Cross in Geneva. In the same year of 1952 the German Red Cross was 
admitted to the League of Red Cross Societies and the German Federal 
Parliament decreed the adherance of the Federal Republic to the Geneva 
Conventions in the year 1949.

The organisation includes at present 14 regional associations (Lan- 
desverbânde) and the Federation of the German Red Cross Nurses’ Asso
ciation, a registered body. The regional associations of Baden-Württem
berg, the Bavarian Red Cross, Berlin, Bremen, Hamburg, Hessen, Lower 
Saxony, Nordrhine, Oldenbourg, Rhineland-Palatinate, Saarland, 
Schleswig-Holstein, South-Baden and Westphalia-Lippe are subdivided 
into 397 district associations and 4687 local associations and include 37 
branches of the German Red Cross Nurses’ Association.

Two further organisations have joined the German Red Cross: the Inter
national Alliance for Social and Youth Care, a registered association, and 
the Elsa-Brândstrôm Foundation, which run institutions such as Centres 
for International Youth Encounters, Voluntary Social Services Year and 
Mothers’ Convalescent Homes.

As regards the institutions of the over - all association: The Federal 
Assembly consists of 100 delegates from the Regional Associations, four 
delegates of the Federation of the German Red Cross Nurses’ Association 
and the President of the German Red Cross.

The National Committee consists of, among others, the President, two 
Vice-Presidents, the Chief Medical Officer, the Treasurer-General, the 
president of the Federation of the German Red Cross Nurses’ Association, 
one representative each of the Women’s and Men's Working or
ganisations, as well as of the Junior Red Cross, together with the Se
cretary General - the latter in an advisory capacity. The Council is formed 
by the presidents of the 14 regional associations and the President of the 
Federation of the German Red Cross Nurses’ Association. For important 
decisions of the National Committee the approval of the Council is re
quired.

The Federal Assembly and the National Committee elect advisory commit
tees to deal with the most important fields of activities. The offices of the 
National Committee are called the Secretariate General. There four de
partments and 17 sections operate under the direction of the Secretary 
General and of his Deputy.
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3. Membership and Finances

Close to 3.7 million adult members belong to the German Red Cross at that 
time of writing. Approximately half a million persons are actively working 
for the Red Cross. More than three million members regularly support the 
German Red Cross with their membership fees and with donations.

Some 100.000 young people are active in the Junior Red Cross. The 
finances for the numerous projects flow from various sources. On the one 
hand the German Federal Government makes funds available and the 
German Red Cross undertakes activities for and on its behalf. On the other 
hand the citizens of the Federal Republic of Germany ensure the success 
of the work of the German Red Cross by substantial gifts of money and in 
kind, year after year. Especially in cases of natural catastrophies at home 
or abroad, the GRC appeals to the population for active support. These 
appeals are never launched in vain; donations received are earmarked 
exclusively for the project named in the appeal. Door-to-door collections 
and in the streets are made regularly to supplement the material basis of 
Red Cross activities.
Hereafter please find a review of the last four years’ annual budgets, indi
cating the two most important sources of revenue. The fluctuations in the 
budget totals are caused by the differing frequency and extent of our relief 
work in disaster areas. (Figures quoted in millions of German Marks).

1977 1978 1979 1980

Budget total 85 82 115 154

of which:
Government subsidies 
(Federal and regional) 40 43 55 49

donations 
earmarked for 
specific projects 15 15.9 39.3 69
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4. Tasks and Activities

The tasks undertaken by the German Red Cross cover a wide field of 
activities. They range from speedy relief action in disaster areas to aid for 
the development of Third World countries, as well as rescue services and 
social work in the Federal Republic of Germany.

Foreign Aid

All over the world the German Red Cross actively brought help to the vic
tims of international armed conflicts, of civil war, internal commotions and 
tensions, and of natural catastrophies, in the course of the past years.

Relief action in 1980 centered on the earthquake victims in Algeria and 
Italy, on help to the population suffering from the consequences of armed 
conflict and prolonged drought at the Horn of Africa, as well as on the con
tinued rescue operations of the German Red Cross relief ship "Flora”, 
which provided supply and structural assistance in Southeast Asia.

Famine Relief
Since the beginning of 1980 the German Red Cross, together with the 
Federal Ministry of Economic Cooperation in Bonn, carried out world
wide and case-specific famine relief operations within the framework of 
disaster relief in general. In close cooperation with the International Com
mittee of the Red Cross, with the League of Red Cross Societes and with 
its sister societies, the GRC made in 1980 food supplies, valued at 
approximately ten million German Marks, available to Ethiopia, Angola, 
Djibouti, the Cameroon, the Tchad, Mozambique, Uganda and Haiti. The 
GRC famine relief operations will continue through 1981.

Disaster Relief

In Africa, the GRC gave assistance in the course of last year to seven coun
tries. Besides shipping food the GRC took part in some countries in the 
medical care for the population (such as in Djibouti, Somalia and Uganda) 
and provided transport vehicles (to Somalia, Uganda and Algeria).
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In Europe, the GRC was principally concerned in 1980 with the recon
struction operations following the earthquakes in Yugoslavia and Italy. In 
America, the GRC assisted its sister societies in El Salvador and in Ni
caragua in the expansion of their ambulance services. In Asia, the GRC 
participated, among other projects, for almost one and a half years in one 
of the most extensive relief operations in favour of the Cambodian people. 
The German Red Cross supplied a field hospital for the refugee camp at 
Khao I Dang, dispatched medical staff and assisted in the setting-up of 
health care centers.

The German Red Cross does not only render assistance from a distance, 
however, it also sends its voluntary workers into the disaster areas. This 
Doctor, for example, has made a major contribution to the acute campaign 
against sleeping sickness.

Photo: GRC Photoservice, Bonn
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Development Aid Programs

In consultation and cooperation with the League of Red Cross societies 
the GRC together with its sister societies carries out development pro
grams in the Third World. Especially the setting-up and the expansion of 
basic health care services is being promoted by technical and personal 
assistance. Furthermore, the GRC directs its efforts toward the 
improvement of Red Cross services in the field of ambulance vehicles, 
first aid training and blood donor services.

Towards the end of 1980 the GRC, together with the Federal Ministry for 
Economic Cooperation, undertook a large scale project in Sri Lanka, 
where the local sister society intends to increase its efforts in the field of 
primary health care.

Within the framework of its global foreign aid programs, the GRC last year 
dispatched more than 300 voluntary workers abroad.

Expressed in terms of money, the value of the assistance extended came 
to nearly 39 million German Marks; the figure for 1979 amounted to 33 mil
lion.

Tracing of relatives

The GRC finds an important field of activity in the quest for family reunifi
cation and in the emigration of German nationals from Eastern and South
eastern Europe.

The task of tracing missing persons from the Second World War lies in the 
hands of GRC Tracing Service in Munich which is a branch of the Se
cretariate General. Some 100 staff are employed there. Some 1.7 million 
missing in action of the armed forces were registered with the tracing 
service of which close to 1.4 million have been cleared up, so far. With the 
lapsing of the active research and tracing phase, this year, the tracing 
service in Munich will be converted into a centre for documentation and 
information. Some 300.000 applications to trace missing persons from 
and for children have been handled by the tracing service since the end of 
the war.

All but 2000 cases remain unsolved at present.

In 1979, the tracing service in Munich began a filing system for refugees 
from Southeast Asia, which is constantly growing in size.



Tasks and Activities 9

A further task of the tracing service is supplying information in the case of 
natural disasters and war-like conflicts. Thus, within a day of the earth
quake catastrophy in Italy in November 1980, an information centre was 
set up to handle enquiries concerning the victims.

Civil Defence and Preventive Disaster Relief

The German Red Cross with its nearly 350.000 volunteers has put itself at 
the disposal of the German Federal Government to assist in the statutory 
task of protecting the civilian population in the event of catastrophies or 
defensive warfare.

These activities are based on the provisions of the Geneva Conventions of 
1949 and the resolutions of the International Red Cross, which entrust 
such commitments to the German Red Cross as the National Relief So
ciety recognized by the Federal Government.

In this connection, the German Red Cross has developed autonomous 
projects and, moreover, has set the pace for government action.

First aid instruction to the civilian population has been an essential contri
bution of the GRC, and the number of those already trained has reached 
some millions.

So as to enable the GRC to assist speedily and effectively in any given 
situation, it takes part with its volunteers who are grouped in deployment 
units, in medical aid, nursing care and supply as well as communication 
services while safeguarding its complete autonomy.

Apart from training and holding personnel available, the material and 
equipment of the units and groups of the GRC represent an essential fac
tor contributing to the effectiveness of preventive disaster relief. The dis
trict branches, therefore, have at their disposal standard material and 
equipment for ambulance and nursing services as well as appliances and 
materials for health care.

The regional associations hold additional stocks of materials for various 
types of operational requirements. Special warehouses for auxiliary hos
pitals and field hospitals in case of epidemics hold the materials and 
equipment required for the nursing of large numbers of sick or injured 
patients. The National Committee of the GRC has established, on behalf of 
the Federal Government, nine mobile disaster relief units for extraor
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dinary, supraregional emergencies within the Lander of FRG and abroad, 
and a central department. The GRC’s own radio and teleprinter network, 
comprising some 10.000 mobile and stationary radio transcievers and 
relays operating in the short wave and M. F. bands is available for commu
nication purposes.
In order to ensure the necessary coordination of activities with other 
associations and with the authorities in case of emergency, on the one 
hand and, on the other, to safeguard the absolute autonomy required by 
statute of a National Red Cross Society, the official disaster relief staffs in
clude experienced and competent senior officers of the GRC. These GRC 
officers are responsible f.or the GRC units deployed within the framework 
of the civil defence and disaster relief organisation.

Rescue Service

Somewhere, each day of the year, human life is endangered. And, day 
after day, the German Red Cross is in action to meet this danger, either by 
preventive measures or by direct and speedy assistance. Whether on the 
highways, on the water or in the mountains, the GRC stands in readiness 
for any emergency.

First Aid

The Red Cross has trained more than one million German citizens in first 
aid and in emergency treatment in traffic accidents in the course of 1980, 
just as it has done in previous years. The GRC is endeavouring to train the 
largest possible proportion of the population, thoroughly and extensively 
in this classical subject. Each year, a nation-wide competition for first aid 
is held. Each regional branch is entitled to participate with one group in 
this competition. The evaluation of the results achieved provides the 
regional associations with well-defined guide-lines for basic and 
advanced training programs.

Emergency Rescue Operations

An essential task of the rescue service are the ambulance services. For a 
number of years already, the GRC carries out about two thirds of these 
operations through its various institutions. The developments of the past 
few years are reviewed in the following table:
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1977 1978 1979

Staff 28.423 30.892 30.941

Vehicles 4.455 4.756 4.738

number of persons 
transported and 
attented to 3.906.383 4.122.271 4.271.480

In the Federal Republic of Germany, the German Red Cross deals with 
almost 75% of all emergency ambulance and other rescue operations.Our 
picture shows a rescue vehicle in action which has been especially 
equipped with the most modern of technical appliances, capable of resus
citating and reviving emergency cases.

Photo: GRC Photoservice, Bonn 
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The Air Ambulance Service has to be mentioned as a further link in the 
GRC rescue service system. In 1981, it has been in operation for the past 
five years. The flying ambulance service repatriates sick or injured citi
zens from abroad. 174 such missions were flown in 1980.

The mountain rescue service of the GRC is responsible for the rescue of 
mountaineers and hikers in the German Alps and central mountain 
ranges, as well as for the protection of nature and the environment. Volun
teers of the mountain rescue service have been in action, in 1979, for a to
tal of some one million hours.
The Life Boat Service of the German Red Cross is responsible for the res
cue services in, on and near water. In 1979, for example, approximately 
4300 rescue operations were registered. Additionally, the Life Boat 
Service sees to the training and instruction of swimmers and rescue 
swimmers, as well as offering courses in the subjects of nature-, plant- 
and waterway protection.

Blood Donor Service

The task, assigned to the GRC Blood Donor Service, is the supply of blood 
plasma to hospitals, in peace time, and the preparation of adequate 
stocks for emergencies. Blood is collected in seven non-profit making 
centres by volunteer donors without any remuneration, in keeping with the 
principles of the WHO and the League of Red Cross Societies.

The expenses for collecting, examining, processing and transporting the 
blood plasma for storage purposes are borne by the compulsory and 
voluntary health insurance system of the Federal Republic of Germany. 

The Blood Donor Service has developed, in the course of the past years, 
into one of the GRC’s most important activities. Close on two million blood 
donations were received, processed and transported in 1980. The share 
of the GRC in the total of the blood donations registered in the Federal Re
public of Germany thus amounts to 75 °/o.

Nursing

Nursing, being one of the oldest activities of the German Red Cross, takes 
on particular importance. For close on one hundred years a specific or
ganisation has existed within the German Red Cross for nurses and 
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infants’ nurses: the Federation of the German Red Cross Nurses’ Asso
ciation. It incorporates 37 branches of this association with a total mem
bership of 17.000.
This Federation has, among others, the following tasks and functions:

- the training of German Red Cross nurses; (104 state recognized 
schools for the training of nurses, infants’ nurses, including auxiliary 
colleges, in GRC - municipal and - university hospitals, are avail
able)

- advanced training for GRC nurses in a GRC owned nursing aca
demy;

- cooperation in the carrying-out Red Cross tasks, such as providing 
nurses for national and international Red Cross missions. In 1980 
some 56 GRC nurses were on duty for periods of three months each, 
in three Asian countries (Thailand, Indonesia and Pakistan).

Practical ability and theoretical knowledge acquired in the performance of 
nursing tasks, are imparted year after year to women from the ages of 17 
to 50. In 1980 7.748 volunteers were trained to be auxiliary volunteer 
nurses (as compared to 6.574 in 1979). Since 1960, a total of 166.554 
auxiliary volunteer nurses have been trained by the German Red Cross, 
and they took part in the following duties:

- nursing care for sick persons at home;
- nursing visits and individual assistance to elderly and handicapped 

persons;
- assistance to foreign families;
- participation in the organization of holiday camps, rehabilitation and 

convalescent activities;
- participation during vaccination campaigns;
- services during mass gatherings, (such as the Pope’s visit in 1980).

Social Work

The German Red Cross, additionally, is one of the most important or
ganisations in the field of welfare work in the Federal Republic of Ger
many. Its purpose is to contribute actively towards a positive social 
development. It endeavours to prevent negative living conditions and, 
when they have occurred, to alleviate or improve them. The social work of 
the German Red Cross is directed towards all those who find themselves 
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in physical, psychological or material distress and to assist them in fin 
ding their way to self-help, as far as possible. In the year 1979 
approximately 7500 institutions were available for the manifold tasks in 
the field of social work.

Health Care service
The health care service of the German Red Cross principally concerns 
itself with prevention, i.e. with the preservation and stabilization of good 
health and the prevention of disturbances and illnesses. It considers the 
diffusion of information and education in the field of health and hygene as 
its vital tasks. The health service of the German Red Cross maintains per
manent contact with numerous health care organisations such as the 
health insurance funds and the Federal Centre for the diffusion of health 
care information.
In cooperation with the German Cancer Assistance Foundation, the Ger
man Red Cross directs its efforts, since early 1979, towards bringing post
operative outpatients’ care of a psychological and social nature to the af
flicted. It offers individual advice and helps to secure assistance.

Aid to the Handicapped and Disabled

In the past few years this service has assumed ever greater importance, 
endeavouring to integrate the handicapped and/or disabled in all areas of 
public and private life as equal partners.

The German Red Cross participated in 1981, as a member of the National 
Commission for the International Year of the Handicapped, in the pre
paration of the Commission’s report and its recommendations. The GRC 
carries out numerous activities in the field of aid to the handicapped.

Thus, it provides regular transport services in some 250 cities and towns; 
in more than 200 cities there exist depots where special equipment for the 
disabled or handicapped can be let, free of charge for limited periods of 
time. Furthermore there are a numer of institutions for the care and reha
bilitation of the handicapped or disabled. Among others, the GRC dis
poses of some ten mobile units for the early treatment of children with 
cerebral motor disturbances and for the counselling of their parents by 
specially trained physiotherapists. Furthermore, about 20 day nurseries 
for physically and mentally handicapped children and 17 homes for the 
permanent accomodation and rehabilitation of handicapped children, 
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youths and adults have been installed as well as a foundation for the vo
cational training of mentally and psychologically disturbed adolescents, a 
vocational training center for physically handicapped adults as well as 
about 11 rest homes or sanatoria for handicapped children and adoles
cents and convalescent homes for mothers with handicapped children.

Mobile Social Services
Some problems of nursing and care for the sick can frequently no longer 
be adequately attended to by the family, friends or neighbours, due to a 
changed family and neighbourhood structure. This is where social 
services ensure the continuity of social welfare and nursing care as well 
as of the household chores.

The Red Cross is particularly active, with the aid of specially fitted vehicles, 
in assisting the physically handicapped to move about. This service 
enables the handicapped individual to take an active part in everyday social 
life.

Photo: GRC Photoservice, Bonn
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Recuperation and convalescent assistance

One of the traditional fields of social work of the GRC is the assistance for 
recuperation and convalescence.

It is directed towards groups of persons whose needs are not, or only 
inadequately taken care of by the social insurance system. In 1979, close 
to 30.000 citizens of the German Federal Republic were taken care of in 46 
sanatoria and convalescent homes.

Family Education

More than ever before, the family - as focus of human relations and con
tacts - is in need of assistance in order to fulfill its educational mission 
and tasks. The services offered by the GRC include: education, hygene, 
home management, recreational and hobby activities as well as handi
craft and creative work.

Aid to the Aged

The German Red Cross disposes of a number of institutions, which offer 
the senior citizens not only assistance in their every day life but also the 
means and possibilities for the meaningful organisation of their lives and 
leisure.

More than 280 information centres advised some 100.000 senior citizens 
in 1980; more than 170 local and district associations have organized 
’’meals on wheels”: the meals are delivered ready prepared to the home. 
More than one million elderly citizens were taken care of in 1980 in some 
350 day-care centres for the aged and 1529 clubs for senior citizens exist, 
with a membership of more than 100.000. In the field of stationary aid to 
the aged, the GRC has special apartments for the elderly, residential 
homes, homes for the aged, nursing homes and a geriatric hospital. For 
the past ten years the GRC has been offering courses in special gym
nastics for the aged.

Assistance to Refugees and Repatriates

The GRC considers it as one of its essential tasks, together with its mem
ber associations, to give assistance and help to Germans, who are re
patriated from Eastern Europe, and to refugees of all nations, to overcome 
the daily problems of their new environment. This work is characterized 
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by general counselling and information, assistance in dealing with the 
authorities, cooperation in language and vocational training of the refu
gees.

Similar services are offered to the repatriates: in 1980, nearly 52.000 Ger
mans left Eastern and Southeast-Europe for the Federal Republic of Ger
many.

Assistance to, and Social Work with the Young

The German Red Cross maintains in its function as a welfare organisation 
some 250 institutions for children and adolescents, such as Kindergar- 
dens, day nurseries or institutions for the socio-educational care of chil
dren and juveniles. The GRC endeavours in information centres and 
hostels to assist German as well as foreign youngsters with vocational trai
ning, recreational and educational programs. Young people between 17

One of the most important areas of social work in the GRC is in the field of 
help for the aged. This work is often carried out by a variety of services 
within the patients’ own fourwalls, in senior citizens’ daily care centres and 
through care and nursing of the patient in old peoples’ homes.

Photo: GRC Photoservice, Bonn 
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and 25 years of age are offered the possibility of taking part in a ’’year of 
voluntary social service” for a period of six months to one year in institu
tions of the German Red Cross.

The Junior Red Cross

The Junior Red Cross (JRC) has as its mission to acquaint young people 
with the aims and tasks of the Red Cross in a manner suited to their age 
group. The German Junior Red Cross is a youth association within the 
framework of the German Red Cross, whose members cooperate with the 
other Red Cross entities on a partnership basis. In this extracurricular 
youth education program the accent is set on individual responsibility for 
ones personal health and that of others, on social commitment, better 
understanding between the nations and on international cooperation.

The JRC addresses itself to the young as far as their comportment in their 
spare time is concerned and contributes to the solution of the manifold 
problems, juveniles have to deal with, in a highly industrialized commu
nity.
So far, the Junior Red Cross has mainly endeavoured, in its services to 
schools, to offer factual information, stimuli and methodological and 
didactical advice, compatible with the curriculi, for teachers and pupils, 
on the subject of the Red Cross and the Junior Red Cross, respectively.

The new generation should become acquainted with the principles of hu
manitarian action and behaviour in the light of actual assistance 
situations.

The German Junior Red Cross promotes each year international encoun
ters at home and abroad. These meetings are based on various types of 
programs such as holiday camps, work camps, exchange of delegations, 
seminars, specialized conferences and lectures. Furthermore, since 
1978, the German Junior Red Cross undertakes socalled mini-projects. 
These projects are submitted by developing countries in cooperation with 
the youth section of the League of Red Cross Societies in Geneva. These 
mini-projects are destined to satisfy the requirements of Junior Red Cross 
associations in Third World countries. Five such projects have been 
handled by the German Junior Red Cross since 1977, when the mini
projects were initiated. At present, there are still three such projects being 
handled.
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To maintain the flow of information and the exchange of experiences 
within the Societies, the Junior Red Cross has two periodicals with nation
wide circulation at its disposal. Apart from these, there is further publicity 
and informative material available to present the image of the JRC within 
the national society and to the public at large.

Dissemination regarding the Geneva Conventions

More then twenty years ago the German Red Cross developed a special 
organisation for the dissemination of information regarding the Geneva 
Conventions. At all levels of the Association, each regional and district 
committee has entrusted an official with public relations tasks. On the 
Federal level, yearly meetings of these officials take place and on the 
regional and district level courses are held regularly. At some German 
universities, very close cooperation with the principal professors for inter
national law ensures wide dissemination of such knowledge.

Within the Armed Forces of the Federal Republic of Germany con
siderable activity is displayed for the dissemination of knowledge con
cerning the Geneva Conventions. An intensive exchange of experiences 
and a continuous flow of reciprocal information is maintained with the 
leading cadres of the Armed Forces.

Action fur Peace

Numerous meetings with foreigners on the national and international level 
serve to promote understanding between the nations and peace. In this 
context, the numerous international meetings and friendship programs 
organized by the German Junior Red Cross, deserve special mention.

The program organized for persons seeking asylum in Germany, also 
serves international harmony, in as much as foreigners in need receive 
assistance in the Federal Republic of Germany.

The extensive activities of the German Red Cross in the field of foreign aid 
also play a not unimportant part in the process of mutual understanding 
and becoming acquainted. The aid afforded in the spirit of partnership to 
sister societies in need of assistance, especially in developing countries, 
is an important contribution towards this goal.
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At home the consciousness of the need for peace and international har
mony is materially furthered by the extensive dissemination of the Geneva 
Red Cross Conventions as well as of the principles of the Red Cross.

Media and Public Relations

The main task of the public relations work of the GRC is to inform the citi
zens of the country about the tasks and duties activities of the German 
Red Cross, at home and abroad. Various means are used to this end. The 
Secretariate General of the GRC issues, on the average once weekly, a 
press bulletin that is distributed to all the media in the Federal Republic of 
Germany. Press campaigns and press conferences, on the occasion of 
larger activities of the GRC, also serve to inform the public, just as the nu
merous leaflets, brochures, posters and exhibitions. The official monthly 
magazine of the German Red Cross within the Federal Republic („Deut- 
sches Rotes Kreuz“) as well as the quarterly illustrated magazine for 
family - reading issued by the GRC, „die gute tat“, serve the flow of infor
mation within the national society.

Films are available on loan, which illustrate the work of the Red Cross at 
home and abroad, as an additional source of information.
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