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INTRODUCTION

In conformity with Article 31 of the League Statutes the Illrd Session of the League Executive 
Council (April 1979) decided upon the proposal of the Hungarian Red Cross to hold the Illrd 
Regional Conference of European National Societies in Budapest from 4 to 7 May 1981, on the 
occasion of the Centenary celebration of the Hungarian Red Cross.

The Organizing Committee of the Conference (composed of the representatives of 
the Red Cross Societies of France, Finland, Yugoslavia, Hungary. Germany (Fed. Rep.) and 
Spain as well as of the League, the ICRC and the Henry Dunant Institute) held four meetings 
and prepared the agenda of the Conference, the reports submitted to and the Rules of Proce
dures of the Conference.

Delegations from 24 European countries attended the meeting. Delegations from the 
League and the ICRC were headed by their Presidents. Further participants were the Chairman 
of the Standing Commission of the International Red Cross, the Chairman of the Youth and of 
the Health and Social Service Advisory Committees of the League and the Director of the Henry 
Dunant Insitute. Representative of the Regional Office for Europe of the World Health Organi
zation was present as observer.

The Conference took place from 4 to 7 May 1981 in the Grand Hotel on Margaret 
Island in Budapest.

Presidium of the Conference
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OPENING MEETING

The Opening Meeting of the Conference was held in the afternoon of 4th May in the Conference 
Hall of the Grand Hotel on Margaret Island.

Members on the Presidency were: Mr. Gybrgy Aczel, Deputy Prime Minister of the 
Hungarian People’s Republic, Mr. Zoltán Szepvolgyi, President of the Metropolitan Council of 
Budapest, Mr. J.A. Adefarasin, President of the League of Red Cross Societies, Mr .A lexandre 
Hay, President of the International Committee of the Red Cross, Sir Evelyn Shuckburgh, 
Chairman of the Standing Commission of the International Red Cross, Prof. Dr. Pal Gegesi 
Kiss, Chairman of the National Board of the Hungarian Red Cross and Mr. Janos Hantos, Pre
sident of the Executive Committee of the Hungarian Red Cross.

ADDRESS BY MR. JANOS HANTOS
PRESIDENT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE HUNGARIAN RED CROSS

Comrade Deputy Prime Minister,

Comrade President of the Metropolitan
Council of Budapest,

Comrade Secretary of State of the
Ministry of Health,

Mr. President of the League of
Red Cross Societies,

Mr. President of the International
Committee of the Red Cross,

Mr. Chairman of the Standing Commission 
of the International Red Cross,

Delegates,

Friends,

Ladies and Gentlemen:

On behalf of the National Executive Commit
tee of the Hungarian Red Cross and in my 
name I extend a warm and hearty welcome to 
you at this opening session of the 3rd European 
Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies.

The statutes of our humanitarian movement provide for regular meetings between member so
cieties of the International Red Cross. The international conferences and the meetings of the 
League organs make it possible for us to draw up our plans and coordinate our activities in 
common. They impart continuity and a planned pattern to our relationship.

In recent years we have been witness to separate regional conferences which, it 
appears to us, are an indication that the numerical growth of the League’s membership has 
reinforced the need for a thorough study of the specific problems faced by the national societies 
working under different circumstances. There are regions where national societies meet regu
larly as often as they deem it necessary. Until now the national societies of Europe have seen 
no reason for establishing the practice of holding regional conferences encompassing the whole 
continent, yet two regional conferences have already been convened in Europe. The first such 
conference was initiated by our Yugoslav friends and, held at Belgrade in 1947, it provided an 
opportunity for the elaboration of the common tasks to be carried out in the situation that 
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emerged in the wake of the Second World War. The organization of the second conference at 
the European level was to the credit of the French Red Cross. The resolutions of that confe
rence, held at Cannes in 1970, had a favourable influence on cooperation among the European 
national societies.

European conferences cannot thus be said to be frequent. Preparing for the cente
nary celebration, the leadership of the Hungarian Red Cross has found it timely to carry on 
the past positive initiatives. Accordingly, in April 1979, we submitted a proposal to the Exe
cutive Council of the League, which approved in a separate resolution the convocation of the 
3rd European Regional Conference.

It is a privilege and pleasure for us to know that this Conference is now taking 
place in Budapest, the capital city of our socialist homeland.

The preparatory work was started by an international organizing committee in ac
cordance with the mandate entrusted to it by the President and the Secretary-General of the 
League. The Committee met four times and, working in a spirit of constructive cooperation, 
formulated joint proposals for the agenda, main topics and rules of procedure of the Conference. 
The documents submitted for discussion similarly resulted from joint work. Three reports were 
drawn up on the basis of preliminary written materials prepared by national societies, and the 
rest of materials were also put into final shape in cooperation with numerous national societies.

Allow me as Chairman of the Organizing Committee to take this occasion to thank 
all members of the Committee for their valuable contribution to the preparation of our Confe
rence.

I am grateful to the leaders of the European national societies for their opinions 
concerning our proposals transmitted to them in the preparatory stage, for their replies to our 
questions, and for their support of the work of the Organizing Committee.

I am confident that all of us will gain a wealth of experience and knowledge from 
the exchange of views on the written reports we shall discuss within the framework of our 
agenda drawn up in common on the basis of the observations we have received.

Dear Friends:

Hoping to have your agreement and approval, I should like to thank for the presence 
of all prominent personalities who have honoured our Conference with their attendance at the 
opening session. I thank in particular Comrade Gyorgy Aczel, Deputy Prime Minister of the 
Hungarian People’s Republic, for being here with us. His presence is indicative of the fact 
the activity of the Hungarian Red Cross is followed with attention and, let me add, is suppor
ted by the Hungarian Government. I warmly welcome in our midst Mr. Justice Adefarasin, 
President of the League, Mr. Alexandre Hay, President of the International Committee, and 
Sir Evelyn Shuckburgh, Chairman of the Standing Commission of the International Red Cross, 
whose interest is proof of the significance attached to this Conference by the international 
leaders of our movement.

I extend a warm welcome to the heads and members of the delegations from 24 
countries of Europe and to all our dear guests. I wish them success in their deliberations and 
to enjoy the beautiful surroundings of Margaret Island together with the hospitality of the people 
of Budapest and also to see for themselves the readiness of these people to make personal 
contributions to the rapprochement, cooperation and friendship of the nations in Europe.
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ADDRESS BY MR. GYORGY ACZEL
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER OF THE HUNGARIAN PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC

May I, with high regard for your activity, ex
press to you my wholehearted welcome and 
that of the Government of the Hungarian Peop
le’s Republic at this 3rd Regional Conference 
of the European Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies.

We are pleased at the fact that Budapest is 
the host for the deliberations of the active 
representatives of humanitarianism at the ju
bilee celebration of the centenary Hungarian 
Red Cross.

Your international organization is 18 years 
older than the Red Cross Society of Hungary. 
In summer of 1859 the battle of Solferino at 
Lake Garda was the first since Waterloo to 
claim the heaviest toll of human lives in Euro
pe, with 37, 000 soldiers left to perish on the 
battlefield. That catastrophe came as a shock 
to men and women of good will, and in 1863 
a small group of people took the noble initia
tive in forming the International Committee of 
the Red Cross with headquarters in Switzer
land for the purpose of assisting the victims 
of war without distinction of any kind.

The founders adopted a slogan, that of inter arma caritas or charity in war. We might as well 
say that the organization did not allow the spirit of helpfulness towards others, its call against 
inhumanity, to be subdued by any din of battle.

According to the calculation of historians mankind has fought approximately 15,000 
wars of scale, more than two in a statistical year, over the past 6, 000 years of its history. 
There were 61 countries involved in the Second World War, and the exact number is still un
known of over 40 million people who lost their lives in that horrible conflagration. In any case, 
the dead numbered a thousand times more than in that memorable French-Sardian-Austrian war. 
There is a total of only 26 days since World War Two on which no armed struggle was fought 
at any point of our globe.

Charity in war? Why, war is the very embodiment of mercilessness! Inter arma 
caritas? Is it valid for a war to be feared today? ! Would an eventual war today leave any room 
for charity? We should rather say inter pacem caritas or charity in peace, a phrase more 
precise for the man of today, just like the more odern slogan of per humanitatem ad pacem 
or through humanity to peace, which was formulated twenty years ago, in order to prevent the 
rule of mercilessness.

As formulated earlier and guided by deep humanitarianism, charity has been comple
mented by a fuller and more active humane pursuit dictated by the need to set an example in 
preventing war and bringing about lasting peace.
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The white on your emblem symbolizes neutrality between parties, the white flag of 
truce, but both of them profess with every right and reason that in our days no one can be 
neutral any more in the question of war or peace in which there is no place for saying "or" 
as war cannot be an alternative. Acting as you do with a sense of commitment and human de
dication, you are decidedly in favour of peace.

We are not living in the age of bows, spears, lances and muzzle-loaders. The si
tuation today is such that, as Bertrand Russel put it, either mankind will eliminate war or war 
will eliminate mankind.

The world has accumulated a quantity of nuclear weapons meant for destruction that 
is sufficient to destroy the earth 16 times. This arsenal is equal to 16 billion tons of conven
tional explosives. Every person on earth, including the new-born of yesterday, has a share of 
3 tons of dynamite on statistical average.

We must face the cruel fact that a nuclear war would leave no one to be assisted 
out of charity. In an interview published in a large circulation western magazine it is claimed 
that there are places where the term détente is a swear-word. The interview is headed "Atomic 
suicide by detours". Asked about the present situation of an armed world, a high-ranking mi
litary expert from Bonn said this: "If I shoot first I shall die second", and he added that pres
ent-day weapons were no other than "means of suicide committed after a short way round".

Limited war or limited nuclear war? Both of them, being propagated by the agg
ressive policy of imperialism, are deceptive. There could be no limit, either of country or of 
continent, to a thermonuclear war. It is a sin to be calculating whether 20 or 10% of mankind, 
whether 400 or 500 thousand people would die and in which corner of the world. It is a sin to 
be weighing the chance of whether the world or a large of it would fall back to the Middle Ages 
or to the stone age in the aftermath of a new world war.

Makind has but one chance for survival. In order to survive we must erase from 
our minds the saying of the ancients that if you want peace you should prepare for war. On the 
evidence of history such reasoning always led to war instead of to peace. If we want peace wc 
must prepare for peace. Armaments cannot but breed armaments, and preparation for war 
cannot but lead to war. Mankind must learn to think in terms of peace and to live in peace. 
We must find a common language, the language of negotiations.

If I may, as a communist and an official of a socialist state, make a personal con
fession, I am optimistic, I could as well say "peace-minded". I have confidence in mankind, 
and I am convinced that the overwhelming majority of people want peace irrespective of ideo
logy, religion, rank, occupation, nationality, or social background. We constitute the majority 
sharing the thought of Bertolt Brecht that "man is capable of everything good".

This is demonstrated also by the century-long activity of the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent societies. We realize that contemporary weapons are more murderous than any means 
of warfare the world has ever known before, but we must also know that the masses of people 
everywhere are more conscious, better and stronger today than they were before, they have a 
clearer understanding of our age, and they recognize their objective interests in upholding 
peace. You are aware that the idea of peaceful coexistence and the policy of détente are not 
propaganda for us but the dictate of history, the desideratum of present-day reality as cor
rectly interpreted.

Willingness to talk incarnating human wisdom, clearly mindful of the great problems 
of mankind, must become an increasingly determinant factor of human action. Purposeful action 
for peace and positive attitude on the part of hundreds of millions of mature men and women 
in the world are determinant factors as are shown by the disintegration of the colonial system, 
which was the major external reserve of imperialism, and by the building of a new world by 
socialism, which, though stumbling into pitfalls and coping with difficulties, does not threaten 
the world with war because it is overwhelmed with work. There came about a fundamental ba
lance of forces from which it is possible to move towards peace. Peace stems from the nature 
of socialism. It is a source of both possibilities and strength for the peoples of the world.
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Certain people fear peace and peaceful coexistence and détente, which mean active 
contacts in all major spheres of life, perhaps because they know that détente does not mean 
immobility, does not arrest the march of history but assists the oppressed peoples waging a 
struggle against their oppressors throughout the world, it assists the forces of progress and 
national independence for a better, a fuller and a happier human life. We want to see the world 
governed by reason rather than worried by cunning inculcation of fear. The Earth is our home 
but man is there in outer space, and this exploit has made him aware for the first time of the 
existence of global human interests too.

Détente is a means which gives man a chance to better his life. It is a process 
which may lead to the reign of permanent peace. It is a possibility which will change the axiom 
of Euripides that life is but a short peace and a long fight. It is both possible and necessary 
to achieve the fullness of life in and through peace.

Rather than decide here which social system represents the future of mankind let 
us join efforts to make peace the only possibility to be offered by history and to ensure that 
the fate of our globe will be decided by the action of working mankind building a better world, 
not of weapons destroying the world.

No one knows better than you how many cares and concerns we have, how much 
more we have to do and how great tasks we have to tackle even in freedom from war.

One-third of the world’s population is living below subsistence level and some 500 
million persons - every eighth inhabitant of our planet - are suffering from hunger.

True, we live in a relative peace, yet tens of thousands of people died each day 
over the past three decades because of epidemics, natural disasters and social calamities aff
licting man across the world. Such is a very distressing average picture of a single day in 
peace. We are proud of man’s entry into outer space but we must not forget that man is not 
yet capable of preventing natural disasters, earthquakes, floods and hunger on this planet.

This is particularly depressing if one keeps in mind that the world today spends 
more than one million dollars every minute on military purposes, while FAO could not secure 
but half the target of 11 billion dollars in aid to famine-stricken countries for the development 
of agriculture.

What can and what must be done? With all our strength, increased by the efforts of 
the international Red Cross and Red Crescent movements in whose more than 12 7 national or
ganizations some 200 million people are serving the good of mankind, we must work to drive 
home to more millions of people the real causes of armaments, the interests of arms manu
facturers, trusts and monopolies, in order to expose the opponents of détente and the business 
interests behind the arms buildup.

We must be sober-minded for irrealistic optimism as much as acquiescent pessi
mism may lead up a blind alley. We must not give way to apocalyptic hysteria which is being 
created by imperialism through the maintenance of a psychosis of tension. How long will it still 
be possible to continue erecting rocket walls of the cold war? How long will it still be possib
le for peoples taking the field against their dictators to win social freedom and national inde
pendence to be branded with the mark of terrorism?

I am convinced that tension-creating hysteria is a rather two-edged weapon.

It belongs to the realm of internal affairs whether a state exercises control or not 
over private trade in arms on its territory, whether unrestricted personal possession of arms 
is regarded as a human right or as encouragement to banditism, but such an attitude of mind 
cannot be arbitrarily extended to the entire world. The most important personal rights of man 
are the right to life and the right to personal and general peace.

It is a historical fortune of our age that the better part of the world stands a grea
ter chance. We are confident in our strength and believe that scientific, technical and techno
logical advance should be fostered rather than stopped, for it is instrumental in developing 
people’s mentality and strengthening their conscious commitment to bring abouta healthier and 
more humane set of circumstances in which to live.
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Let us not be pessimistic but neither treat the cause of détente with pure enthusiasm 
and irrealistic optimism for we cannot reckon with any kind of automatism. Results will only 
come from our own strength, will and strenuous efforts in developing economic, commercial, 
cultural, health and social contacts and personal meetings among people.

A considerable role in this is fulfilled by your movement, which is coping with new 
tasks equal to the demands of our time. I would happily participate in a world Red Cross and 
Red Crescent conference which would spell put that humanitarian activity in times of war, as 
professed by the Red Cross, is no longer necessary and that the organization can devote all 
its energies to tackling the wide-ranging tasks required under conditions of peace. But to think 
of it would be a utopia. What could be attained, however, is reduction in military spending and 
allocation of much more resources to eradication of the perils of natural disasters, social 
distress, hunger and epidemics.

It is my conviction that the twofold task of fighting for a world free from weapons 
and for a world free from suffering is closely interrelated in your movement. Your organiza
tions rally high-minded people without consideration for social, societal and ideological aspects, 
so the members of the Hungarian Red Cross are among you in growing numbers and with in
creasing activism.

We are bound together by this dual task because we clearly put the question of cui 
prodest?

Who benefits from and who is interested in armaments? We do not and are not. Who 
benefits from and who is interested in permanent peace? We do and are. These "no" and 
"yes" answers bind us together in the efforts to ensure that peace on earth will be not only 
lasting but permanent.

We should therefore act more prudently, aware not only of ills but also of under
lying causes, for this is the only way of taking both curative and preventive action with suc
cess .

There may be some who claim that the voice of Red Cross and Red Crescent orga
nizations is very low in the chorus of hundreds of millions of people fighting for permanent 
peace. That voice, however, has earned great respect for the Red Cross during its history of 
more than a hundred years. The emblem and symbol of the organization are closely associated 
with the idea of helping the sick, wounded and hungry, those in distress and misery. Every
where in the world, this movement plays an important role in health care and enlightenment 
work, the education of youth, the voluntary blood donation movement, and the provision of 
assistance to the aged, the destitute and the socially disadvantaged. This is why it can be an 
advocate of the struggle against the arms race and the growing threats of a nuclear war, which 
raise the gravest danger for the lives and health of millions of human beings.

The international League of the Red Cross consists of national societies but is in 
effect known as an international organization. Its activity transcends national boundaries, pro
viding a common ground for the action of dedicated people on behalf of mankind, peace and 
security. Its common voice must be heard and listened to. We must be alert to its call.

There is no sense in weighting which movement does more for the sake of peace. 
What makes sense is for us to widen our ranks and turn our combined strength into a deter
minant factor. A particularly great responsibility rests on European culture, which, for its 
contribution to the development process of the world, can by no means be regarded as a me
rely geographical notion. European responsibility is at the same time universal responsibility.

The Government and people of Hungary, all official and voluntary organizations of 
our society consistently come out at every international forum for the policy of détente. We 
are doing everything in our power to ensure that our people lives under the most favourable 
external and internal conditions possible, that is to make certain that peace prevails, that the 
quality of life improves and the lives of both individuals and families become easier, that the 
households of citizens grow richer, and that health problems and social concerns become less 
and easier to solve.
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We are not content with our domestic conditions. Though in the past thirty years 
we have eradicated epidemic diseases like tuberculosis, we have trained many physicians and 
have built a broad network of health institutions, we have extended free medical care and hos
pitalization as a civic right to the entire population without distinction as to age and insurance 
policy, these achievements have parallelly increased demands as well, and we must accept the 
challenge of meeting new needs and satisfying new demands. We are doing all we can to provi
de better health services for all.

Now that a number of industrially developed countries have sharply cut down on so
cial welfare and health care expenditures we have considerably increased allocations from the 
state budget for such purposes.

We do face problems of a social nature, such as those arising out of the very low 
retirement age. Today everyone working in industry and agriculture, in any field of employ
ment, is entitled to pension. We have a number of, so to say, young and fit pensioners who 
are full of energy. Yet we do not intend to raise the age-limit for retirement but rather en
courage people to go on working after retirement age. In this way we ease another problem 
created at present by abundance of jobs and shortage of manpower. In one word, we have a 
great deal to do here at home.

We receive much help from the Hungarian Red Cross, which, with a hundred years 
behind it, may be said to be old but, in respect of its work, is far from reaching retirement 
age. Given its present conditions, it is able to start handling fresh tasks with new strength 
and constantly renewed vigour.

The Hungarian Red Cross has joined relief actions to the limit of its means. We 
rendered aid to 49 countries in recent years. It depends not on us that, with the best of inten
tions, we can do so little for the sake of the world. Is the world good or bad? Is the present- 
day situation good or bad? I think we should always compare ourselves and our actions to the 
prevailing circumstances, considering the ingredients of the situation in their totality.

There has never been nor will there ever be a situation without the need to help 
what is right prevail. Contrary to all rumours, we do have a chance and a possibility of gua
ranteeing peace.

In common with you, whose activity is guided by the law of humanitarianism, I have 
faith in mankind and see good prospects for the world. It is perhaps the serious negative ten
dencies that compel us to try harder still to take joint action with wisdom and reason. May be 
that even the "sleep walkers" wake up now and will join those acting to preserve peace and to 
remove human hardships and worries so as to increase our numbers and our strength.

It is with such confidence that I wish you substantive and forward-looking delibera
tions. I wholeheartedly wish you to enjoy your stay with us in Hungary.
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ADDRESS BY MR. J. A. ADEFARASIN 
PRESIDENT OF THE LEAGUE OF RED CROSS SOCIETIES

On behalf of all participants in the Third Eu
ropean Regional Conference of National Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies, I wish to 
express my gratitude to our friends of the 
Hungarian Red Cross for their cordial hospi
tality. I would also convey to them very sin
cere thanks for having done everything to con
fer on this event, which demanded many months 
of effort by the International Organizing Com
mittee, the character it deserves.

My pleasure at being among you is all the 
greater as, for the first time in my capacity 
as President of the League, I shall have the 
opportunity to follow in an European Confe
rence the discussion of subjects reflecting the 
major concerns of the Red Cross movement.

I tink it worthwhile to state that our Federa
tion gives special attention to such meetings, 
whose objectives are increasingly in line with 
the new trend towards which it directs its 
activities: to develop regional co-operation by 
pooling the experience and ideas of groups of 
national Societies whose countries are united 
by centuries of history and culture.

Unquestionably, League "regionalization" policy has been worked out in the light of conclusive 
experience to whose origins it has always given support. By working to that end the League 
seeks first and foremost to reinforce the unity of the whole Red Cross movement.

Co-operation among European National Societies is no novelty. Prompted by the two 
previous regional conferences in Yugoslavia and France, several Societies, over the years, ha
ve combined their efforts for the successful conclusion of joint operations. Nevertheless, this 
resolve to co-operate in specific areas such as those which will be discussed tomorrow by the 
there Commissions, must be fortified even more if we are to construct a strong and united 
Red Cross.

Moreover, this co-operation among Societies with more or less the same needs and 
aspiring to similar progress should not be limited solely to the achievement of objectives pe
culiar to the region, but should reach other Societies on other continent. In both international 
relief operations and in the development programme, European Societies have an important ro
le. Their countries, although of different ethnics and tongues, have a long history rich in ex
perience which, together with economic and cultural factors, must be put to greater use. Much 
has been done to that end: many examples are to be found, moreover, in the active participa
tion of European Societies in international relief and development programmes. However, the 
needs still outstanding are immense; it is for that reason that I attach so much importance to 
the questions which will be discussed during the conference and I hope that they will be the 
subject of fruitful and constructive exchanges of views.

The last regional meeting which I attended was in February. It was the second Asian 
Regional Red Cross Conference, which was held in Indonesia, and in the course of which I 
reached the firm conviction that similar initiative on a regional scale would be extremely use
ful to forgo and strengthen links between National Societies and to increase their capacity for 
analysis, planning and action.

I earnestly hope that this conference will enable all of us to compare our ideas and 
our problems and promote even broader co-operation than in the past by each and everyone in 
the discharge of our humanitarian mission.
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ADDRESS BY MR. ALEXANDRE HAY
PRESIDENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS

Mr. President,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

The International Committee of the Red Cross 
thanks the Hungarian Red Cross as well as 
the League for having asked it to join the Or
ganising Committee of the Conference. We ha
ve accepted this offer and thus we have taken 
part from the beginning in the preparation for 
the Conference, in working out its draft agen
da and rules of procedure.

This is the first time that the ICRC is a full 
member of the Organising Committee of a re
gional Conference. We previously took part 
in these Conferences in the capacity of obser
vers. This is a new situation which I wanted 
to point out.

This morning, at the solemn session marking 
the centenary of your National Society, I had 
the opportunity to underline the important role 
of the Hungarian Red Cross in our movement 
and its cooperation with other European Na
tional Societies.

I am happy to see that in a divided Europe where the governments have great difficulties to 
come to an agreement in political and economic problems, cooperation among the National So
cieties, and between National Societies and the ICRC is a reality which only has to be further 
developed.

The ICRC is determined to work for the success of our Conference and is prepared 
to make a constructive contribution to it. That is why one of the ICRC vice- presidents, 
Mr. Huber, has accompanied me here. As President of the Commission on the Red Cross and 
Peace, Mr. Huber will inform the participants on the activity of that Commission. There will 
of course be no discussion since that is for the Council of Delegates which meet in Manila, 
just before the 24th International Conference.

For the European Societies this Conference offers us an excellent opportunity, 4 
years after the Warsaw seminar, to review what we done since in the dissemination of know
ledge of international humanitarian law in Europe. That is why I found it necessary to be ac
companied in Budapest as by both the Director of the ICRC Principles and Laws Department 
and a colleague specialized in dissemination.

In fact, the task of disseminating knowledge of the Geneva Conventions is one of the 
most important and difficult tasks incumbent upon National Societies and the ICRC.

It is important since it would be useless to develop humanitarian law, to negotiate 
and even to ratify it, if unless it is known to those who are charged with its implementation, 
and especially to the Armed Forces.
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It is difficult as it is a long-term investment, and sometimes even an unpopular 
task. Nobody likes to speak about war in peace time, even in a movement whose original task 
arose from war. In addition, when there are so many other varied and urgent matters deman
ding immediate action, and human and material resources are so limited, there is considera
ble reluctance to devote significant efforts to a remote and hypothetical objective.

However, the Red Cross does not undertaken this effort, who will? True, the States 
have the primary responsibility to disseminate knowledge of the Geneva Conventions and what
ever we do in no way diminishes their obligations.

In fact, experience shows that the dissemination of Red Cross principles and of in
ternational humanitarian law can only develop efficiently if the National Red Cross Societies 
carry out consistent activities in this field.

Consequently, in the past years National Societies, mainly the European Red Cross 
Societies have set up important dissemination programmes. I need not remind this meeting of 
the joint programme of the Polish Red Cross and of ICRC which made it possible to organise 
four European seminars on dissemination in the different circles concerned: the Red Cross, 
youth, universities and medical staff.

This programme will continue. From the beginning of this year, the Polish Red
Cross and ICRC organise summer courses on international humanitarian law for advanced law
students in Europe and North America.

It is obvious that this dissemination programme is possible only with the support
and active cooperation of all National Societies of the region as well as that of the League and
the Henry Dunant Institute.

Mr. President, we have only a limited time at our disposal for work and I do not 
want to delay with general considerations the moment we tackle our agenda. With these words 
I wanted to indicate how important the questions on our agenda are, and above all, I wanted 
to thank you and your National Society for having gathered us here today in this magnificent 
setting of the Margarite Island, between the two arms of the Danube, a river which is also a 
symbol of the development of European cooperation.
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ADDRESS BY SIR EVELYN SHUCKBURGH 
CHAIRMAN OF THE STANDING COMMISSION OF THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS

I am greatly honoured to have been invited as 
Chairman of the Standing Commission to add
ress the European Regional Conference.

I think that membership of the Standing Com
mission involves a certain broad responsibi
lity for defending the character of the Red 
Cross movement and helping us all to remain 
true to its Principles. So I shall allow myself, 
before this distinguished Red Cross audience, 
to make some very broad generalisations about 
our situation as I see it today.

We meet at a time when the world is in grave 
trouble, mankind deeply divided and violence 
on the increase everywhere, with appalling 
consequences already in suffering, in the dis
placement of populations, in hunger and misery 
on a scale never seen before.

Deep and intractable causes lie at the root of 
all this suffering, and it lies well beyond the 
capacity of the Red Cross to find cures for 
them. Fortunately for us, we are not called 
upon in our Red Cross capacity to address 
ourselves to the totality of men; s ills; we ha
ve, as it were, a specialist role, a limited 
role, defined for us by our Red Cross Prin

ciples and by the stated aims of our League. Like any other specialists, we have the duty 
above all else to perfect our own performance, to be skilled and single-minded in our own 
field.

Our special field is the alleviation of suffering. Basing ourselves on Red Cross 
principles we try to be an organized and well-equipped international force dedicated to impar
tial, neutral, non-political humanitarian work. The great challenge for us today, in my opinion, 
is how to hold fast to this specialised function; how to keep the motivation pure; how to avoid 

-being distracted or diverted from our own role by the roaring cacophony of noises that deafen 
us from the surrounding scene.

I am not saying, of course, that we should cut ourselves off from reality or try to 
be different for the sake of being different. I am saying that we are different from other orga
nisations because in our dedication to neutrality and impartiality v.'c respond to a need which 
nobody else caters for; so that if we were to step aside and cease attending to this need, and 
to devote ourselves to other needs and other causes it would be a real loss and a real depri
vation for humanity. For there is an absolute and unquestionable need for the Red Cross as it 
exists today and we have a sacred duty to preserve it.

The Red Cross has succeeded where other international institutions have not, in 
keeping itself more or less free from the division and distrust which afflict the nations. Having 
spent much of my life watching intergovernmental relations where harmony is so difficult to 
achieve, I find it little short of a miracle that at Red Cross meetings we can still rely on 
fundamental unity of purpose, and that we are almost always able to establish a broad consen
sus among the huge body of Societies from every country in the world. How has this been 
achieved ?
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No doubt the main reason for this is the inescapable logic and force of the princip
les upon which Henry Dunant founded the movement 100 years ago and the tenacity with which 
the ICRC have stuck to them and defended them ever since. But I am looking more at the Na
tional Societies and at the fact that this Red Cross ethic, this Red Cross conduct, is acknowled
ged and respected everywhere despite the differences and conflicts between the peoples. This 
is a remarkable thing, for of course it is much more difficult for a National Society than it is 
for the ICRC to preserve an impartial and neutral stance. It requires a certain restraint and 
even entails sometimes some conflict of loyalty and of conscience which dow not exist for the 
Swiss who compose the International Committee of the Red Cross. Wearing, as we do, the sa
me emblem as the ICRC, we are obliged to model our conduct upon theirs; to try to reflect in 
our work at home the same impartiality as the ICRC show on the world’s stage; this is our 
homage to the emblem.

As a member of the Standing Commission for the last eight years, I have had the 
privilege of having, as it were, a bird’s-eye view of the Red Cross movement. I have been 
able to observe the relationships within the movement; relationships between the war-time and 
the peace-time roles, between protection and relief, between the ICRC and the League, between 
National Societies and the League, and between the work of the ICRC and that of National So
cieties. It is a complex picture, and yet it all hangs together. At the centre of it lie the Red 
Cross mission and the Red Cross work. At the base of the structure lie the National Societies.

In my opinion, the independence of National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
is the principal key to their success. I am not speaking so much of independence vis a vis our 
own Government, important though this is. The great thing for us, when we meet in Interna
tional Red Cross gatherings, is that we are not answerable for the policies of our governments 
in any field. We are neither qualified nor authorised to speak in their names. That is why we 
are all able to sit here and talk Red Cross business to one another, and do the same in Manila 
and Mexico City or anywhere else, regardless of the relations between our governments. It is 
precisely because we are not politicians and do not speak the language of politicians that we 
are able to preserve our unity; it is precisely because we are not government representatives 
or serving diplomats that we can reach agreement in our affairs. Long may we preserve that 
character

But that is not the only aspect of the independence of National Societies. Our socie
ties are also independent of one another and it is important that they should remain so. howe
ver much they may help one another and share resources with one another. If Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies are to keep their precious independence they must stand up for them
selves and speak for themselves. It would not be good for the movement if it were to witness 
the development of a system of blocks of Societies, based on geographical, racial, religious 
or political alignments of the various countries. Regional arrangements are of course necessa
ry operations and they are developing fast at the present time. They can bring great advanta
ges to Societies, especially to the smaller ones which need the mutual support from neighbours 
in discussing and facing local problems and needs. But I think we have to watch very carefully 
lest Regions become exclusive, or separatist or develop into pressure groups for particular 
interests. That could be a back- door entry for politics into our movement and could disrupt 
it. The essence of Red Cross family is that every Society is a sister Society to every other 
Society.

In saying this about Regionalism I have not forgotten that I am addressing a regio
nal conference. But Europe, after all, is one of the least likely of the Regions to become a 
pressure group, precisely because of its political divisions. It is not often that one can think 
of anything to say in favour of the political divisions in Europe but at least one can say this, 
that they prevent us talking politics here and force us to concentrate on the subjects which uni
te us, namely our true Red Cross work.

Another aspect of independence is in relation to the League. National Societies be
long to the League for mutual support and for the organisation of common services, but they 
do not give up their independence. They are not obliged to do as they are told by the League 
Secretariat or by resolutions of the General Assembly. The Assembly can issue guidelines and 
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it can make appeals to National Societies to do this or that, but it cannot command and should 
not attempt to command. It is a pure waste of time for the League Assembly to vote contro
versial resolutions which go against the grain for any considerable number of Societies. Red 
Cross workers on the ground have better things to do than to bother themselves with resolu
tions passed over their heads by majority votes of sister Societies.

Personally, I would go so far as to say that no resolution by the League Assembly 
has any real value unless it is passed by genuine consensus and represents the common will.

It is important. I think, to keep reminding ourselves, when we attend conferences, 
that the real substance of the Red Cross movement in peacetime is the work being done by the 
National Societies, each in its own country. It is this work that gives significance to the mee
tings and the talking and the voting of representatives in committees. Moreover, the work itself 
is carried out, for the most part, by volunteers and it is the nature of volunteers to be inde
pendent - even to be intractable sometimes, as we all know, and obstinate. They will do what 
they believe to be right and good, but they will not necessarily do what they are told. This is 
one of the great strengths of the movement.

Indeed, the character of the men and women who do Red Cross work is a key fea
ture in our movement’s succes. One of the most interesting remarks in the Tansley Report 
was where it said "the glue which holds the Red Cross together is the similar nature of the 
people it attracts across a wide range of countries and frontiers". We know, do we not, what 
these people are like? We recognise them as soon as we alight from an aeroplane in any coun
try and are received by the local Red Cross or Red Crescent lined up in welcome on the 
tarmac. We know the look of the young ICRC delegates, of the field officers from the League, 
of the teams of volunteer doctors and nurses from National Societies, operating wherever disas
ter strikes. We know the look of the local Red Cross leaders and volunteers in our own count
ries ana the types of person they are. What do all these people have in common? They are 
not political, they do not want to be involved in international controversy and conflict. They are 
not really very interested, if the truth be told, in our meetings in Geneva and else where. Thej' 
would certainly be upset if they thought that the International Red Cross was following practi
ces which they have learned to associate with the United Nations, lobbying, quarrelling over 
appointments, wasting time with procedural wrangles, scoring political points against one 
another. Above all, these people would be deeply concerned if they thought that we were being 
profligate with the money which has been raised with so much difficulty in laborious fund-rai
sing efforts at the grass roots. The spectacle of their leaders flying up and down the world 
for meetings and committees is not one which greatly attracts the membership of the Red Cross 
in any country, I believe. Certainly I feel apologetic towards the working members of my own 
society every time I get into an aeroplane at Red Cross expense.

These people. Red Cross and Red Crescent activists and supporters all over the 
world, know that what they are doing is good and consequently that they are contributing to hu
man betterment and to peaceful relations between peoples. It hardly needs demonstrating to them; 
but it does need demonstrating to the outside world, and that is why we study the implica
tions of the Red Cross as a factor of Peace.

We need to be constantly showing the world that Red Cross work is a contribution 
to peace and that the Red Cross movement, by its very existence and its action, is an instru
ment of general understanding and unity. So you will be considering in your discussions he
re how far these truths are being made evident in Europe, and what more can be done to dis
seminate them.

Europe, ladies and gentlemen, has a very large responsibility in regard to the pre
servation of the Red Cross miracle. It was in Europe that the movement was conceived and 
born and it grew up in the intellectual atmosphere of Europe for the greater part of its first 
100 years. Our responsibility for the child’s origins lays upon us a special duty to help it ad
just satisfactorily to the changing conditions in which it must live today and tomorrow. This 
may well present us with difficulties. For on the one hand we will want to preserve what we 
consider the essential Red Cross principles and on the other hand we shall find some of these 
principles being questioned, or re-interpreted, or not understood as w'e understand them, bjr 
our colleagues from other parts of the world.
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The principle of Fair Geographical Distribution, which is about to be debated by the 
Assembly, is certain, if adopted, to result in some reduction of direct European influence in 
the conduct of League business. We all know that this has to be, and we welcome the principle, 
particularly if it enables the League to satisfy some of the legitimate aspirations of newer so
cieties and to strengthen the universality of the movement. But then we shall have to beware 
of the danger jest people in top positions consider themselves to be representatives of the re
gions from which they are drawn, and secondly, the danger that geography may come to count 
for more than quality and capability in the selection of our leaders. Certainly this must be 
avoided at all costs in the staff of the League. Nothing is more fatal to an international orga
nisation that to have staff whose loyalties are divided or who regard their job as assured to 
them by considerations other than merit.

Europe still has, and will continue to have, very great importance in the Red Cross 
world. I speak of Europe in the wide sense in which it is represented at this regional confe
rence. We will continue to provide a great deal of the leadership and inspiration as well as a 
large proportion of the aid which is given to assist development and Red Cross relief in disas
ters. What we think and say, therefore, matters very much for the future of the movement.

I hope that this Regional Conference will not confine itself to considering the special 
problems of Europe but will study also the part which European Societies can play, be their 
example, by their intellectual leadership as well as through their material assistance, in mee
ting the needs of less favoured regions.

Material and financial aid are by no means the sole contribution which we have in 
our power to make. For example, one can hardly exaggerate the encouragement and self-con
fidence which can be derived by people in developing countries, and especially in newly inde
pendent states, from contact with the lessons which we can purvey to them through the Red 
Cross. Teach people First Aid, train them in health care, and they realise all at once that they 
can help others, that they personally Can improve the conditions of life around them and, in 
short, that they are, themselves, significant citizens and human beings in a new and bewilde
ring environment. When these skills are being taught to people in the name of, and in conjunc
tion with, the moral principles of the Red Cross, then the effect is doubly inspiring, beneficial 
and permanent.

My Society has had direct experience of this, in many places which have been our 
responsibility in the past and where independent Societies are now establishing themselves.I am 
sure that the League officers organising Development programmes in such areas have the same 
experience. There is a wide open door for the beneficial influence of European skills and tech
niques in health and welfare, expressed through the Red Cross and Red Crescent, in many 
parts of the world.

To conclude, ladies and gentlemen, I believe that the European Societies have a 
special responsibility and also the ability to defend the tradition of the Red Cross and its prin
ciples,, to protect our emblem - Red Cross and Red Crescent - against any form of sullying 
or watering-down of their impartial, non-political image and to resist all tendencies leading to 
division among the sister Societies of the Red Cross.

Universality and unity are hard goals to achieve and to hold onto in a world which 
is increasingly disunited. And the worse it gets in the outside world the more stubbornly must 
the Red Cross stick to its Principles and stick to. its last.
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FIRST PLENARY SESSION

The first plenary session was opened by Mr. J. A. Adefarasin, President of the League and 
head of its delegation. In accordance with the Rules of Procedures of the Conference he pro
posed the nomination of the Chairman of the Conference. He recommended the appointment of 
Mr. Janos Hantos, President of the Executive Committee of the Hungarian Red Cross, which 
was unanimously adopted.

ADDRESS BY MR. JÁNOS HANTOS, 
CHAIRMAN OF THE CONFERENCE

Ladies and Gentlemen, Honoured Delegates,
Dear Red Cross Friends,

Heartfelt thanks for the confidence placed in me. I take the chair of the Third Conference of 
European Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies in the hope that I may rely on your goodwill 
in every phase of our talks.

In our days the European continent cannot be considered a model of undisturbed co
operation. and yet. the organizing committee preparing our Conference would suggest a further 
development of collaboration for the principal topic of our discussions. Of course. I do not 
mean any abstract analyses of the interpretation of co-operation, but should rather propose an 
investigation of the ways and means by which the European National Societies could harmonize 
their activities better and render their collaboration more efficient.

Needless to emphasize that our movement, which by now has spread all over the 
world, was inspired in Europe and that the European sister-organizations have always felt res
ponsible for realizing in practice the ideas of the Red Cross. Nevertheless, at the outset of 
our Conference I should like to call your attention to my view according to which the European 
Societies do not possess yet the reserves a harmonized utilization of which might be beneficial 
to the whole movement.

I wonder whether Henry Dunant could see in his mind's eye that his initiatives we
re to grow into an internationally organized movement. But I feel sure that he trusted man. he 
trusted human goodwill and believed in man's desire to help. Even today this trust is the grea
test attraction of the International Red Cross. This trust renews our strength if, for any reason 
whatever, we seem to get discouraged.

It might be debated - as we. indeed, disputed about the final study of réévaluation — 
whether we have a common aim ruling the activities of all of us and whether the cohesive po
wer of our movement is efficient enough, But there can be no doubt about the immense way 
the Red Cross movement has covered both in space and in time. By now the effect of our 
ideas and our actual presence can be felt in all parts of the world.

Even in the most loving and intimate families there is not always a complete un
derstanding on every point. Unity is achieved by joint endeavours of the members of the fami
ly. who respect one another’s opinions. I hope you will see eye to eye with me when I say 
that the unity of our Red Cross family, which has been constantly growing for 118 years now, 
is to be created by the trust in one another and by the intention for collaboration of the mem
bers of equal rights. I should add that unity in every question cannot be considered granted at 
all times. All problems we are confronted with can be examined from different points of view, 
and that is why the consequence to be drawn from them may also show differences. This is but 
natural. However, manifold investigations are unavoidably needed just because we want to choose 
the best possible solution. And I know that, in the service of our common aim. all of us en
deavour to find the best solution.
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As a matter of fact, that final paper of réévaluation mentions among our weaknesses 
the lack of a common aim and cohesive power. I should not term it a lack but rather unsatis
factory efficiency, since it would be rather hard to declare that our mottoes "Inter arma cari- 
tas" and "Per humanitatem ad pacem" do not express a purpose or do not mean - along with 
our basic principles - a most considerable cohesive force. And yet, it seems to be justified 
to strive for strengthening the active unity of our movement. The very aim and programme of 
our Conference have also been determined by such endeavours.

The papers submitted for an exchange of ideas and for being discussed also deal 
with quite a number of topical subjects. They will enable us too to survey on a European le
vel the effect the Belgrade action programme has had on our movement. As an independent 
theme the experiences gained in teaching and spreading humanitarian rights may be studied as 
well. In the spirit of solidarity with the developing countries the co-ordination of assistance in 
case of natural disasters in the concept of the League’s development can also be discussed. 
An exchange of ideas about health protection and our social work might certainly be useful and 
so might the ideas of the wealth of initiatives of Red Cross Youth, well worthy of high appre
ciation. Though emphasizing the importance of every one of our basic principles, I expect that 
the exchange of ideas about how to interpret the realization of voluntary service holds out the 
promise of becoming particularly interesting.

My Dear Friends,

For several centuries Europe did not have so long a period without any wars as the past 36 
years have been. The peoples of our continent - whereever they may live - certainly consider 
this to have been the most important achievement of the time passed since the end of the Se
cond World War. It is under the effect of this that our peace work could be enriched. In fact, 
the basic principles of humanitarianism can only be fully realized at a time of peace. War is 
inhuman. It gives rise to cruel feelings and deeds. That is why we consider it a great moral 
value of our movement that side by side with mercy and charity professed and practised at the 
time of wars, which seem inevitably taking place, the intention and support of ensuring lasting 
peace has become a guiding idea of the Red Cross. We are obliged to pursue it by the pro
tection of human life; this is demanded by the interst of every person and by the decision of 
the Thirty-Third International Conference on the mission of the Red Cross.

I have turst in our Conference’s unanimously achieving a common denominator in 
the questions debated and in accepting points of view and decisions that will prove not only the 
necessity of our co-operation but its realistic possibilities as well. I trust that the Third Eu
ropean Regional Conference will increase the cohesive power of our movement, enrich us with 
experiences and strengthen our conviction that our common problems must be solved jointly. 
For this I wish you all strength, good health and creative zeal in our work.

After his address on the basis of the Chairman’s proposal the Conference elected 
its Vice-Chairmen:

Mr. Enrique de la Mata, Chairman, Spanish Red Cross
Dr. Bozidar Raspopovic, Member of the Presidency,

Red Cross of Yugoslavia,
Mr. Jean-Marie Soutou, Ambassador of France,

President, French Red Cross

Conference Secretaries:

Mr. William Cassis, Director Personnel and Administrative
Services Bureau, League of Red Cross Societies

Mr. Imre Pasztor, Director, Foreign Relations Department, Hungarian Red Cross.
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Drafting Committee:

Chairman: Dr. Laszld Pesta, Chairman of the Budapest Board, 
Hungarian Red Cross

Members: Dr. Friedrich Wendl, Legal Adviser, Austrian Red Cross 
Mr. J. Thiere, Youth Director, Belgian Red Cross 
Colonel Terence Palmer, Head International Division, 

British Red Cross Society
Mr. Jaques Moreillon, Director of Legal Department, 

International Committee of the Red Cross
Mrs. Yolande Camporini, Technical Adviser, League 

of Red Cross Societies.

Following this the Conference adopted its Agenda and Rules of Procedures.

AGENDA ADOPTED BY THE CONFERENCE

1. Opening ceremony
2. Election of the Chairman, Vice-Chairmen and Secretary of the Conference
3. Presentation of the agenda of the Conference
4. Presentation of the Rules of Procedure of the Conference
5. Presentation of the main theme of the Conference:

FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF COOPERATION
AMONG EUROPEAN NATIONAL SOCIETIES

Appointment of the three Commissions

Election of the three presidents and six vice-presidents of the Commissions

5.1 Commission I

- Experience in the follow-up in Europe of the Programme of 
Action of the Red Cross as a Factor of Peace

- Report on the dissemination of International Humanitarian 
Law in Europe since the European Seminar (Warsaw 1977)

5.2 Commission H

- Solidarity assistance by European National Societies towards Red Cross Societies in 
developing countries for more effective implementation of the League’s Development 
Programme and disaster relief

- Voluntary Service in the Red Cross

5.3 Commission III

- Exchange of experience among European National Societies concerning their partici
pation in health and social welfare services in their countries

- Further development of European cooperation for youth activity

6. Presentation of the reports and recommendations of the three Commission

7. Miscellaneous
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The Chairman presented suggestions for the main theme of the Conference and for 
the appointment of its Commissions. According to that the main theme of the Conference was 
discussed in three Commissions on the basis of six reports on May 5-6.

Report of Commission I.

Chairman: Mr. Walter BARGATZKY, President, German Red Cross (Fed. Rep.)

Vice-Chairman: Prof. Werner LUDWIG, Chairman, German Red Cross (Dem.Rep.)

Mr. Kauko SIPPONEN, Chairman, Finnish Red Cross

Rapporteurs: Dr. Bosko JAKOVLJEVIC, Senior Adviser, Red Cross of Yugoslavia

Miss Françoise PERRET, Jurist, ICRC

+3
BUDAPEST

EXPERIENCE IN THE FOLLOW UP IN EUROPE OF THE PROGRAMME 
OF ACTION OF THE RED CROSS AS A FACTOR OF PEACE

IO® su

Mrs. Camporini (League) gave a summary of the report on that item of the agenda, prepared 
on the basis of answers of 13 National Societies to the letter of the President of the Executive 
Council of the Hungarian Red Cross and the Secretary General of the League, inviting them to 
report on steps taken to implement the PA. This report elaborated along the lines of PA and 
adopted by the Organizing Committee of the Conference, contains an introduction and several 
chapters dealing each with the experiences in various fields of Red Cross work.

Mr. Huber (vice-president of ICRC), in his capacity as the President of the Com
mission on the Red Cross and Peace (henceforth: the Commission), presented the work of that 
Commission to European Societies, informing them about its creation, mandate and activities 
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in connection with the implementation of the PA, adopted in 1975 at the first World Red Cross 
Conference on Peace and approved unanimously by the Council of Delegates in 1977. He expo
sed the main subjects the Commission examined, including the question of its future. The Com
mission was aware that it could not decide about that, but it was prepared to continue in the 
same composition and mandate. Its conclusions were arrived at by consensus, and its discus
sions were frank, cordial and fruitful.

After these two introductions general debate developed on the follow-up of the PA, 
on the consequences of this Red Cross activity and on the future work of the Red Cross in this 
field. Speakers referred to various questions. Some of the points which emerged from the dis
cussions were as follows:

All delegates agreed that the implementation of the PA occupies an important place 
in the work of National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and international bodies of the 
Red Cross, and that it contributes to peace, understanding, prevention of war and disarmament» 
This activity should be carried out in conformity with, the fundamental Red Cross Principles.

It was also the view of delegates that the task of implementing the PA was not fully 
accomplished and should be continued.

All delegates expressed the view that the Commission on Peace should continue its 
activity, some thought that it should become a permanent body, other preferred to leave this 
question open.

Several delegates supported the idea of the necessity to convene a second world Red 
Cross Conference on Peace, others thought this question should not be answered now, but sho
uld be considered by other competent bodies of the International Red Cross.

Many delegates expressed their views on questions of disarmament and the effects 
of nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction, as well as other types of weapons. It was 
the view of delegates that the Red Cross should express itself on these questions acting in con
formity with its principles. There are certain limits for the Red Cross is this sphere. There 
were different opinions as to the types of the action of the Red Cross and the subjects to be 
treated, which were reflected also in the amendments submitted to various draft recommenda
tions.

The following is a summary of more important interventions in the general debate, 
which shows a variety of ideas and proposals put forward in order to enrich and develop Red 
Cross action in favour of peace.

Prof. Haug (Switzerland) recalled the distinction between indirect and direct contri
butions of the Red Cross to peace, and thought that the accent should be on an indirect contri
bution through its various activities. The example of the direct contribution is the appeal of 
ICRC on disarmament of 23 May 1978. It is essential that the Red Cross action should be car
ried out by preserving unity and avoid division. In this way only the Red Cross can make a 
valuable contribution to peace.

Dr. Baltiyski (USSR) said that the speech of the vice-president of the Hungarian 
Government, comrade Aczel made deep impression on him, by his deep analysis of the world 
situation and the measures for peace in the world, for the strengthening of detente and crea
tion of an atmosphere for peace. He supports his ideas.

As six years have passed since the adoption of such a unique document as the PA, 
this is an occasion to examine its implementation at this Conference.

He further mentioned a conference of doctors and scholars, which recently took pla
ce in the US and in which the attention was drawn to catastrophic consequences of a possible 
nuclear war, which can not be compared with any other catastrophe. He considered that this 
European Conference should support the conclusions of the Conference mentioned. In connection 
with this, it would be necessary that our Conference also raises its voice to urge governments 
to start negotiations on the ban of nuclear weapons. To this end his Society submitted a draft 
re comme ndation.
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As far as the work of the Commission is concerned, he supported the proposals for 
the continuation of its work, as well as the idea of convening a second world Red Cross Con
ference on Peace.

Prof. Dr. Ludwig (German Democratic Republic) thought that the report showed how 
the PA was applied in various fields. This application should be continued. Some of the sub
jects were covered, others were not; therefore the Commission should continue its work to 
fulfill its role. In this sense his Society submitted a draft recommendation. The peace in the 
world being seriously threatened, the Red Cross should intensify its efforts in favour of peace.

Prof. Dr. Calshoven (Netherlands), referring to Dr. Baltiyski’s speech, thought that 
the dangers of a nuclear war in Europe were overemphasized, neglecting the military impor
tance of conventional weapons. What is necessary in Europe is the need for creating better re
lations which would secure peace and which are not yet achieved. The Red Cross should con
tribute to this, in particular through its activities to allevaite the sufferrings.

Prof. Dr. Raspopovic (Yugoslavia) pointed out to the results achieved in the imple
mentation of the PA in Europe, which show the great value of the role of the Red Cross as a 
factor of peace. This role is based on Red Cross principles, which all contribute to peace.The 
fact that two regional Conferences dealt with the contribution of the Red Cross to peace, this

European and recently the Asian, testify to the importance attached by Societies of various re
gions to the PA. It is good that in this way the deliberations of the Manila meetings are pre
pared .

He examined the work of the Commission and proposed that it be continued, and 
that the Commission should become a permanent body.

The questions of the action of the Red Cross in favour of peace being very complex 
and important, it would be necessary to have periodically a broad Red Cross meeting to exa
mine the implementation of the PA and measures for future action in that field. For that pur
pose many Societies feel that the second world Red Cross Conference on Peace should be con
vened in 1982. In the time when the situation in the world is deteriorating, it would be good 
to hear the voice of the Red Cross in favour of peace.

The action of the Red Cross in favour of peace will be more effective if the world 
Red Cross family gets stronger, both in the number of societies and of members.

Mr. Ignatov (Bulgaria) underlined the great contribution which the first world Red 
Cross Conference on Peace has given and supported the idea of convening the second Confe
rence. In the difficult situation in the world the Red Cross should intensify its efforts towards 
peace, by using various forms. He also supported the conclusions of the meeting of the doctors 
of the world for the prevention of nuclear war. It comes out clearly that the consequences of 
such a war would be catastrophic. The conclusions of that meeting are in harmony with the PA.

Prof. Bierzanek (Poland) pointed out the importance of Red Cross education for 
peace, in the spirit of various declarations of the United Nations, and it has to be included in 
the general concept of its work. In this education the war should never appear to be an accep
table fact.

Mr. Wijkman (Sweden) said that the Red Cross is a unique organization in which 
Societies endeavour to work together in spite of differences in ideologies, religions, etc. Com
mon interests should gather us all around Red Cross tasks. He described a specific activity 
which his Society undertook in order to start real dialogue to identify common interests, to put 
aside differences and to develop greater understanding. This is the "symmetric constructive 
communication" method of constructive verbal communication between various peoples.
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Mr. de Bretagne (France) as a member of the Commission, considers that it should
continue its work and submit its conclusions to the Council of Delegates. His Society supports 
all efforts of the Red Cross towards peace and disarmament, but it must be carried out so that 
the principles of the Red Cross are observed, in particular neutrality. In this action the Red 
Cross is not a pacifist powerless organization but a pacifying and hence contributing to peace. 
In its action the Red Cross must put aside political disputes. His Society submitted a draft re
commendation in that sense.

Mr. de la Mata (Spain) supported the proposals of the Yugoslav Society.

Prof. Ludwig (German Democratic Republic) pointed out that the task of the Red 
Cross is to protect victims and alleviate the sufferrings in war, and in this context he worked 
for the development of international humanitarian law and prohibition of certain weapons. Al
ready Henri Dunant asked that the Red Cross should stigmatize war. Today, when the arms 
are accumulated in the world so much, the Red Cross can not remain silent, it should raise 
its voice in favour of disarmament. He quoted many resolutions of International Red Cross 
Conferences on Disarmament, and the ICRC appeal of 1978, and suggested various possibilities 
for the Red Cross to act: by forming a special working group on the Red Cross and disarma
ment, by convening a Round Table Conference, by entrusting the ICRC with the task of orga
nizing meetings of experts to examine the questions of disarmament and effects of weapons, in 
the light of Red Cross action for peace.

These proposals aroused great discussion.

Mr. Moreillon (ICRC) commented on questions raised in the debate. On the question 
of peace, he recalled that already Henry Dunant thought that the Red Cross should stigmatize 
war because of its horrors. There are limits for the Red Cross action in this field, but basing 
itself on its moral reputation, it should not neglect the force of its appeals in favour of peace. 
Concerning its contribution to peace, besides the indirect one, there is direct Red Cross con
tribution, which is two fold a) the condemnation of certain evils, b) a positive contribution. He 
cited many recent examples of such positive contributions, both between National Societies and 
at the level of ICRC.
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The ICRC was in favour of the continuation of the work of the Commission, for the 
time being in the composition and same mandate. As far as the proposal of the Yugoslavs, and 
supported by some others, concerning the convening of the second world Red Cross conference 
on peace, as well as other similar proposals, it should be left to the Commission to give so
me thought to these proposals.

Concerning disarmament, he recalled the role of ICRC between the world wars and 
after 1945, actions in the development of international humanitarian law and appeals concerning 
various weapons, especially weapons of mass destruction, (chemical, bacteriological, nuclear) 
as well as some classical ones, and the disarmement in general. It is normal that special at
tention is paid to nuclear weapons; because their character they cannot be compared to others. 
However the Red Cross, because of its neutrality, can not express itself againts only one type 
of weapon and in favour of one method of disarmanent. otherwise it would enter the field of 
high political controversions. He commented on the proposals of prof. Ludwig. He was not 
much in favour of forming another Working Group on disarmament, while a Round Table mee
ting of experts could be a proposal which deserves to be studied. He thought that the proposal 
on the effects and horrors of war is good, leaving it to the ICRC the responsibility to see how 
to carry out this proposal.

Mr. Bargatzky (Federal Republic of Germany) recalled resolution No. 21 adopted 
at the XXIth International Red Cross Conference in Istanbul in 1969. on the initiative of his 
Society, inviting the ICRC to establish contact between the Societies of countries concerned in 
situations when peace is threatened, in order to undertake steps for the prevention of conflict, 
for the cease-fire or for examining other humanitarian questions which may arise. This is a 
basis for a direct action, although he deplores that it was not used very much.

Mr. Justice Adefarasin (President of the League) pointed out that without peace in 
Europe there can not be peace in the world, peace in Europe is a part of the world peace.The 
Red Cross must show leadership in the field of peace; it has a committment in that respect 
and it should take action, possibly organize a special Conference. In acting the Red Cross 
should not condemn anj’ country, it should not single out any weapons, because that would draw 
it into political questions. The Red Cross should respect Red Cross laws.

Mr. Schilling (Federal Republic of Germany) underlined the importance of having 
various initiatives in the Red Cross in favour of peace. He was in favour of a meeting under 
the auspices of ICRC concerning the horrors of war of all kind, not only war by any specific 
weapons.

Mr. Bendall (United Kingdom) expressed himself in favour of the continuation of the 
work of the Commission, whose work is a long-term one; the Commission should examine and 
recommend steps concerning the second world Red Cross Conference on Peace. He also gave 
support to proposals of prof. Ludwig, that the effects of war should be studied by the Red 
Cross.

Prof. Calshoven (Netherlands) thought that a Red Cross expert meeting on the ef
fects of weapons deserves very careful study; complete information on theses effects are al
ready available in UN. This is a difficult and long-term task, and it would be important to 
see how the ICRC visualizes to organize such a meeting.

Mr. Wijkman (Sweden) questioned whether the expert meeting on weapons is really 
necessary when the relevant information has been already collected. The Commission on peace 
should examine that question, from various respects.

Mr. Moreillon (ICRC) thought that the Conference agreed to follow the proposal of 
prof. Ludwig in the desire to see that the Red Cross undertakes steps which would enhance the 
awareness of National Societies and the public on the effects of weapons, leaving to ICRC to 
see how this objective is to be attained.

The general debate on questions raised in connection with the follow-up of the PA 
was terminated.

The Commission then turned to the examination of the proposed draft recommenda
tions.
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First the debate was held on the draft presented by the Alliance of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent of the USSR concerning the threat of war, especially of nuclear war (document 
R/I/5.1/2), which was supported in principle, and to which some amendments were proposed.

After that the debate was held on the two draft recommendations concerning the ac
tivity of the Red Cross in favour of peace in general, and the work of the Commission on the 
Red Cross and Peace in that context. One draft recommendation was presented by the German 
Red Cross of the German Democratic Republic (Document R/I/5.1/1) and the other by the 
French Red Cross (document R/I/5.1,'4).

To all these draft recommendations a number of amendments were proposed, so 
that the unanimity could not be achieved at the meeting. The President of Commission I. pro
posed that an ad hoc working group be set up, whose task would be to make efforts to submit 
to Commission I. the text or texts that would meet with general approval. The proposal was 
accepted. He then proposed that the Group be composed of the representatives of the National 
Societies of the USSR. Switzerland, United Kingdom. France. German Democratic Republic, as 
well as of 1CRC. The proposal was accepted.

The Working Group successfully accomplished its task and produced a new draft, 
which was formallj- presented by the National Societies of the German Democratic Republic. 
France and USSR (document R/I/5.1/2/4 Rev.), After a very short debate during which minor 
amendments were proposed and accepted, the new draft recommendation was adopted by con
sensus. The president of Commission 1 expressed his satisfaction that was one single recom
mendation. on which consensus was reached, would be presented to the plenary session of the 
Conference, He added that the participants did not hesitate to enter into delicate questions, on 
which agreement was reached, and hoped that the plenary of the Conference would accept it.
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THE DISSEMINATION OF INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW IN EUROPE SINCE THE

EUROPEAN SEMINAR (WARSAW 1977)

At the request of the Commission Chairman, the Polish Red Cross representative introduced 
the subjects by presenting the joint Polish Red Cross-ICRC report on the dissemination of know
ledge of international humanitarian law and Red Cross principles.

He pointed out that the dissemination of international humanitarian law was of great 
importance for two reasons, namely:

♦
1. the lack of knowledge of international humanitarian law among combatants had in 

most cases resulted in the civilian population's becoming the main victim of 
such ignorance; the need to protect the population therefore made dissemination 
essential.

2. The Geneva Conventions and their additional Protocols constituted a body of legal 
rules of which many parts were so complex as to make their teaching to people 
without legal training difficult. As international humanitarian law was applicable 
in circumstances allowing no time to consult legal experts, it was essential to 
make systematic efforts to disseminate knowledge of them in time of peace.

The onus of disseminating knowledge of international humanitarian law. according 
to the Geneva Conventions, was on the States which had assumed that obligation, an obligation 
reaffirmed and extended by the 1977 Protocols. Consequently, dissemination was first and fo
remost incumbent on governments, but citizens too must discharge the obligations assumed by 
their governments. This applied especially to National Societies. For that purpose the National 
Societies must recruit permanent professional staff and must define the qualifications required 
of personnel assigned to dissemination, their situation in the National Societies and the budget 
appropriations for their activities. They must also recruit specialized voluntary personnel, par
ticularly university graduates, doctors and journalists. To make contact with such voluntary 
staff and organize their work, the National Societies could constitute standing advisory commit
tees of specialists in several disciplines. Moreover, it was indispensable that such voluntary 
workers be stronglj' motivated.

Dissemination should essentially be carried out in primary and secondary schools, 
universities, the armed forces, medical faculties, nursing schools, public administration, youth 
associations and among the public at large.

Obviously the methods of dissemination must be adapted to the various categories 
of persons to be reached; National Societies have a wide range of methods at their disposal. In 
schools they could include dissemination in the curricula, lecture on specific subjects and pub
lish articles for popularization. To reach the general public they could establish contacts with 
the press, radio and television.

The ICRC, the League and the Henry Dunant Institute had an important role to play 
as the prime movers and co-ordinators of dissemination activities.

In conclusion, the report drawn up by the ICRC and the Polish Red Cross showed 
that in recent years the work of dissemination had been intensified but that much still remai
ned to be done.

The Hungarian Red Cross representative congratulated the Polish Red Cross for the 
very important task it had accomplished, a task closely related to the role of the Red Cross as 
a factor for peace. The provisions of international humanitarian law had been devised as a bar
rier to the horrors of war and as a guarantee of protection for human dignity and for the es
sentials of life. Those provisions were convincing arguments for the maintenance of peace and 
for genuine humanism. Whether dissemination was a direct or indirect contribution to peace 
was a question of quite secondary importance; it was in any case a contribution to peace.
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The seminars at Warsaw, Gdansk and Krakow had been very useful, since they had 
allowed of an exchange of experience among National Societies and of scientific discussion on 
humanitarian law. It was therefore desirable for such seminars to be held in the future.

Dissemination was a complicated task, for it should reach a wide and varied audien
ce, hence the need for ways and means to teach these different circles with variable legal 
knowledge. The principles did not vary: they were the principles of humanitarian law and the 
Red Cross, but the language had to be suited to the audience. Consequently the crux of the 
problem was the training of a body of teachers comprising people having enthusiasm and exper
tise in that field.

The Hungarian Red Cross had prepared a long-term plan to train throughout the 
country, with the co-operation of Red Cross organizations in atl departments of the country 
and in all districts of the capital, a teaching body capable of disseminating knowledge of huma
nitarian law and Red Cross principles and of training new leaders.

The representative of the Bulgarian Red Cross pointed out that Red Cross humani
tarian activities were to protect human life in all circumstances and that dissemination, there
fore, was an effective means of education for the development of a positive attitude of the po
pulation towards Red Cross tasks and principles. It created the condition necessary for the ef
fective development of humanitarian law and contributed to the education of people in a spirit 
of peace. Dissemination of knowledge of the Geneva Conventions should never create the imp
ression that war was acceptable: the United Nations resolutions outlawing war should always 
be borne in mind and the dissemination of knowledge of humanitarian law should be linked to 
the general Red Cross principles.

In its action to ensure dissemination, the Bulgarian Red Cross organized working 
groups, lectures and courses which were followed by a wide section of the population. It co
operated with other organizations, such as the youth organization, the National Peace Commit
tee, the National Committee for European Security and Co-operation and with government bo
dies. All that activity had been encouraged by a legal commission set up by the Bulgarian Red 
Cross Central Committee. Finally, the Bulgarian Red Cross had participated in the internatio
nal seminars organized by the Polish Red Cross, which it considered very useful. It hoped that 
similar seminars would be organized in the future.

The Belgian Red Cross representative stated that, following the Warsaw seminar in 
1977. his National Society had set up a legal commission to disseminate knowledge of humani
tarian law generally and of the Geneva Conventions especially.

That commission had first sought and trained voluntary legal experts who agreed to 
spread knowledge of the Geneva Conventions in Belgium. There were at the time of the current 
Conference about 75 such jurists. In 1980, for instance, they had given about a hundred lectu
res to the medical profession. The programme for the future included dissemination among me
dical and para-medical personnel, the Red Cross, State administrations, the armed forces, uni
versities, police schools and the general population.

The Belgian Red Cross believed that dissemination of knowledge of the Geneva Con
ventions was a genuine contribution to the cause of peace.

The Red Cross Commission regularly petitioned the Government with a view to ha
ving the parliament ratify the 1977 Protocols as soon as possible.

For all these reasons, the Belgian Red Cross, in agreement and co-operation with 
the Red Cross in the Federal Republic of Germany, submitted to the Commission a draft re
commendation on dissemination.

The representative of the Red Cross in the Federal Republic of Germany said how 
important his National Society considered the dissemination of humanitarian law principles. He 
thanked the ICRC and the Polish Red Cross for their initiative in that field. He stated that in 
the Federal Republic of Germany 400 legal experts assigned to dissemination met each year to 
discuss their experience. They invited foreign experts to those meetings. They had translated 

32



the Conventions and the Protocols into four languages and had published several manuals. The 
National Society had prepared dissemination material for young people and its President had 
issued a public appeal for the 1977 Protocols to be ratified as soon as possible.

The Italian Red Cross representative said that since June 1980, after the Krakow 
seminar, his National Society had organized seminars in several universities and that the Ita
lian Red Cross Youth, in co-operation with the San Remo Institute of International Law and a 
representative of the ICRC, had organized a seminar for young university teachers at the Flo
rence faculty of law. It intended to organize a similar seminar in May 1981 at the Milan Uni
versity faculty of political science. Students themselves had asked for such seminars to be or
ganized, which showed a constructive reversal of their attitude towards the subject, for inter
national law, an optional subject, had previously been ignored by students.

For the armed forces the Italian Red Cross had taken the initiative of organizing 
high-level meetings in June 1981, with participation by Chiefs of Staff in the three branches 
of the armed forces, in order to devise in co-operation with them a programme of dissemina
tion. Experience had shown that in the teaching of the law of war to military personnel all the
ory should be avoided and that instruction should be based on practical examples; that was the 
method used by the San Remo Institute.

The Italian Red Cross organized seminars for dissemination among its own mem-
bers.

In addition, 1978, it published the Italian 
Government asked if it could use it in Switzerland.

version of the Protocols and the Swiss

In 1980 it had published a compendium of international instruments relating to the 
law of war since the second half of the 19th century. At the end of 1981 it published a manual 
for the teaching of international humanitarian law to professional army officers and to Staff 
officers.

The Spanish Red Cross representative said that his National Society organized thro
ughout the countrj' university courses and training seminars. It also contributed to the organi
zation of seminars in Latin America and Africa by providing financial assistance. He congra
tulated the Polish Red Cross, the ICRC. the Henry Dunant Institute and the San Remo Institu
te for their work in dissemination. He supported the draft recommendation on dissemination and 
proposed that it be extended to include dissemination to journalists.

The Turkish Red Crescent representative described his Society’s efforts to make 
the principles of the Red Cross and of humanitarian law known to the public. It devoted special 
attention to youth and during the youth camps which it organized it gave courses on the prin
ciples of the Geneva Conventions. It co-operated with the Turkish Ministry of Defence in tea
ching humanitarian law to military cadets.

He stressed the need to invent new diffusion methods, for instance, the use of Red 
Cross slogans as questions in radio and television quizz games which had a wide public follo
wing.

The representative of the Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies of the 
USSR stated that in his country the dissemination of knowledge of international humanitarian 
law was linked to the promotion of ideas for peace and to action for the prevention of war. 
Education of the population in a spirit of peace and humanism was systematic and included the 
dissemination of knowledge of the main provisions of international humanitarian law, especially 
the Geneva Conventions and their 1977 Protocols.

The Geneva Conventions had been published twice in the USSR and widely dissemi
nated. In recent years the National Society had contributed to the preparation of many publica
tions on international humanitarian law.

A substantial effort was devoted to dissemination of knowledge of humanitarian 
law so that soldiers would be aware of their responsibilities under the Geneva Conventions. 
The teaching of international humanitarian law principles was an integral part of the sylla
bus in all military academies. Other officer training institutes had to have basic knowled
ge of the Geneva Conventions and their 1977 Protocols and of their practical implications. 
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Troops and reserve officers also were taught the main provisions of humanitarian law. Many 
guides and manuals on humanitarian law had been published specially for the armed forces. The 
latest edition of the Soviet military encyclopaedia contained more than a hundred articles on 
the subject.

The National Society took an active part in international dissemination efforts by 
participating in seminars and other international meetings on dissemination and it would conti
nue to do so. It co-operated closely, also, with the ICRC and acted as a link between that 
institution and the various circles in the USSR concerned with international humanitarian law. 
A few months previously a joint ICRC-ALliance programme had been started for the exchange 
of experts who would share their experience.

Dissemination should always be linked to efforts to mobilize the public and the Red 
Cross organization in favour of peace, against the arms race, against racial discrimination 
and against violations of international humanitarian law. This would improve dissemination ef
ficiency by making dissemination an instrument for the maintenance of peace and for the pro
motion of understanding among the nations.

The Finnish Red Cross representative said that his country had ratified the Proto
cols additional to the Geneva Conventions.This had given a sounder legal basis for dissemina
tion. To coordinate the action, the Minister of Foreign Affairs had formed an inter-ministerial 
committee, for which the Red Cross provided the secretariat. It is planned to make that com
mittee official and permanent.

The armed forces had their own experts who had devised an entirely new plan for 
the teaching of humanitarian law. The plan involved progressive training, beginning with newly 
called-up servicemen and finishing with Staff officers. As 90 per cent of the male population 
had to do military service, the programme would reach a very large proportion of the popu
lation .

The Civil Defence authorities taught the Geneva Conventions and their Protocols to 
the members of the Civil Defence. A special guide to the organization of medical care in time 
of war has been published for medical personnel.

It was difficult to find university professors interested in the subject and teaching 
material was inadequate. The National Society therefore contemplated approaching professors 
of law and of political science w’ith a view to inducing them to encourage their students to write 
theses or monographs on humanitarian law. The National Society was planning, also, to supply 
faculty libraries with documentary material on the subject.

The National Society had also prepared a programme for dissemination in schools 
and for medical personnel, the police force, prison staffs, journalists and its own voluntary 
workers and members.

The Minister for Foreign Affairs had published the Geneva Conventions and a sum
mary of the Hague Conventions in a Manual for the general public.

The Red Cross was preparing a guide for wide dissemination among the armed for
ces and other concerned circles.

The main provisions of the Geneva Conventions were contained in the various ma
nuals used by the armed forces.

In future years the work of dissemination will be stepped up, for it has aroused 
considerable interest in the National Society, the armed forces, youth and the public generally.

The Yugoslav Red Cross representative expressed his satisfaction at the interest 
shown by National Societies in dissemination since the adoption of the Red Cross Programme 
of Action as a Factor of Peace. The adoption of the 1977 Protocols had also contributed to 
making a topical subject of the Geneva Conventions.

His National Society was intensely active in dissemination. It organized courses for 
its members and had integrated the teaching of humanitarian law in its various social, medical 
and educational activities. It published brochures and manuals and had been entrusted by the
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Government to promote knowledge of humanitarian law among the population. Its periodical pub
lications therefore regularly contained articles on the subject. The Yugoslav Red Cross coope
rated actively with the Balkan Societies, mainly by the exchange of information, and another of 
its international contributions was the training centre it had founded for Red Cross leaders 
from developing countries at which the regular courses included a number of hours on huma
nitarian law.

He thanked the Polish Red Cross for its initiative in the matter of dissemination.
The person in charge of dissemination at the Norwegian Red Cross not having been 

able to attend the Budapest conference, that National Society had had delivered to the Rappor
teur of the Commission a report on its dissemination work. According to that report the Nor
wegian Red Cross was active in dissemination within its own ranks, among the armed forces, 
in schools and among the public at large.

Before starting its dissemination programme, the Norwegian Red Cross had conduc
ted an investigation into the extent to which humanitarian law was taught in Norway.

It managed to arrange for more time to be given to the teaching of the subject in 
the armed forces, and for new teaching material for that purpose to be published.

It arranged also for the teaching of humanitarian law to be included in the teaching 
of human rights in schools.

It participated in the publication of a manual on human rights and the Geneva Con- , 
ventions and it produced audio-visual material for primary schools. It asked the authors of 
school textbooks to include in their books some information on the Geneva Conventions.

With an eye to universities, the Norwegian Red Cross cooperated in the publication 
of a manual on humanitarian law and made a cash award to a student writing a book on the 
Geneva Conventions.

For medico-social services it organized seminars on the Geneva Conventions and it 
prepared a manual for nurses.

The Chairman of the Commission gave the floor to the representative of the Polish 
Red Cross who announced that his Society, jointly with the ICRC was organizing summer cour
ses on international humanitarian law for advanced law students. He stated that students would 
be recruited by National Societies, as that would give the National Societies an opportunity to 
make direct contact with such students and to maintain that contact subsequently. The first 
course was to be held in August 1981. It would be in English. The next, in the summer of 1982, 
would be in French.

The Commission then turned to the draft recommendation on dissemination. It ac
cepted the Spanish Red Cross proposal to include journalists and that of the Swiss Red Cross 
to include civil defence organizations. The recommendation was adopted unanimously.
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Report of Commission II.

Chairman: Mr. Matts Bergom LARSSON, Chairman, Swedish Red Cross

Vice-Chairmen: Dr. Kiril IGNATOV, President, Bulgarian Red Cross

Dr. Ahmed Ihsom KIRIMLI, Vice-President, Turkish Red Crescent 
Society

Rapporteurs: Mr. D. van KLEEF, Director General and Foreign Affairs Department,
Netherlands Red Cross

Mr. Jean PASCALIS, Assitant Secretary General, Swiss Red Cross

SOLIDARITY AND ASSISTANCE BY EUROPEAN SOCIETIES TOWARDS RED CROSS SOCIETIES 
IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES FOR MORE EFFECTIVE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE LEAGUE’S 

DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME AND DISASTER RELIEF

The Chairman of the Commission 
presents the report

A report on this subject was submitted to the 
Commission by Mr. Kai Warras, chairman 
of the Development Programme Advisory Com
mittee. In his presentation Mr. Warras re
quested a frank discussion on the main points 
of his report.

In concluding that resolutions 6 and 2 of the 
Ilnd European Regional Conference (Cannes, 
1970) were still valid, it was considered whe
ther they had been fully implemented.

In the field of relief many operations had been 
successfull, however a number of problems 
still require to be resolved. In the Develop
ment Programme, many needs certainly had 
not yet been fulfilled. With regard to the sta
tistics in his report, Mr. Warras stated that 
it was always possible to interpret these in a 
number of ways. The figures showed, how
ever, that contributions from the European 
Societies to Relief and Development projects 
had been very unevenly achieved during the 
70s. Reference was made to un-solicited do
nations, which often had not represented a 
viable contribution to the development of ope- 
ting societies.

The transfer of the disaster preparedness activities of the League from the relief 
sector to the development sector will no doubt be advantageous to the surveying of the situation 
in Europe and elsewhere and lead to a better system of evaluation, and more reliable facts 
and figures should be consequently available.

As to the recent draft - "Strategy for the 80s" - report of the League’s Secretary 
General one of the most important aspects is the objective of assisting National Societies to 
become self-reliant, and of having each Society produce its own overall development plan, so 
that all assistance and support coordinated by the League could fit into such a plan.

The operating societies are steadily progressing in various parts of the world, in 
the case of the participating societies there was no significant progress in the 70s, giving due
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regard to the absolute figures. One of the reasons could be that in a large number of the par
ticipating societies the concept of development of sister-societies is not yet an integral part of 
their day-to-day programmes.

Mr. Somunco, as chairman of the Relief Advisory Committee, made some additio
nal remarks on the subject of relief in Mr. Warras’ report and underlined the importance of 
the new approach for predisaster planning as an integral part of the development programmes.

He emphasized that predisaster planning was not a matter for disaster-prone count
ries only, but also a matter to be considered by participating Societies. Disaster relief is a 
primary task for the Red Cross and that includes also non-disasterprone countries, if they 
reallynant to practice solidarity. European Societies (and others) should pay the utmost attention 
to all aspects of relief actions (money, personnel, equipment, material) in both operating and 
participating societies.

Given the traditional pioneer role of the European societies more attention should 
perhaps be paid to specific types of disasters, such as technical and environmental disasters.

There was some discussion concerning the various advantages and disadvantages of 
coordinated League action in disaster situations vis a vis bilateral arrangements, made between 
National Societies. It was agreed that bilateral action should be the exception rather than the 
normal procedure provided that the League could guarantee speedy response action. This was 
considered to be particularly important in situations where both the public and the media were 
exercising great pressure on participating societies to take quick and effective relief measures.

The problem of raising funds for development programmes was also discussed, and 
it was concluded that concrete plans for projects, properly thought out by the Operating Socie
ties, and approved by the League was an essential factor in obtaining funds from the public and 
from Governments. It was also concluded that such programmes were more attractive to pros
pective donors when they were linked with progressive actions after relief projects. Some So
cieties stated that they had succeeded in stimulating their governments to canalize public fund 
through the Red Cross not only for relief but also for Disaster Preparedness and Development 
while other societies declared that they had difficulties in providing financial contribution from 
their governments, especially for Development projects.

In this context one delegate stated that some governments were spending a dispro
portionate amount of money on preparing for defence, rather than considering the promotion of 
peace and health.

Some Societies said that they had involved their regional and local units in fundrai
sing for specific parts of a Development project (for example the provision of a certain num
ber of ambulances, blood centers or warehouses). The information and the evaluation of the 
progress of the project, was of paramount importance for the motivation of donors.

The question of relief supplies was also discussed and it was agreed that supplies 
sent to a disaster area should always be consistent with the requirement as defined by the ope
rating societies and the League.

The Problem of fundraising for relief and development was also discussed and a- 
mongst others the point was raised that governments were spending a disproportionate amount 
of money on preparing for defence, rather than considering the promotion of peace and health.

A draft recommendation embracing these points and others was submitted to the 
Commission and accepted by consensus for submission to the conference in plenary session.

The Commission heard a statement from Dr. C. Guttoso, W.H.O. Regional Office 
for Europe, on the regional Strategy for attaining health for all by the year 2000.

Finally, a well known saying of Sir Winston Churchill, quoted by one of the delega
tes, may do very well for all Societies in the European region: Come then, "Let us go for
ward together with our united strength".
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VOLUNTARY SERVICE IN THE RED CROSS

The members of Commission II showed their keen appreciation of the working document entitled "Vo
luntary Service in the Red Cross" presented by the Henry Dunant Institute, whose Director, Mr. J. 
Meurant, singled out the main lines of the document on the basis of three principle questions.

1. Why voluntary service in a changing world where the State assumes most responsibili
ty in the medico-social field? Is voluntary service appropriate to cope with the many 
new needs?

2. How can people be induced to give voluntary service when there are so many new moti
vations and demands arising from the transformation of society, especially rural?

3. With whom should voluntary workers co-operate? Voluntary co-operation is sometimes 
a problem but the voluntary worker’s efficiency still demands that he be better integra
ted into community services.

It was stated that the Henry Dunant Institute was currently carrying out a more thorough 
study necessitating an enquiry among selected National Societies. The study should make it possible 
to define more accurately what Red Cross voluntary service was today and what it should be tomor
row, and to identify the problem confronting National Societies.

The members of the Commission approved the definition of the voluntary worker proposed 
by the Henry Dunant Institute and on which the Institute sought the opinions of National Societies, na- 
melY- "The Red Cross volunteer is any person who of his or her own free will, devotes part of

his/her time and of his/her skill to activities undertaken by the Red Cross in the service 
of the community. The Red Cross volunteer acts in an unpaid capacity or may receive a 
modest remuneration."

Some of the information conveyed during discussion usefully supplemented the data contained 
in the Henry Dunant Institute document.

- Several Societies gave precise statistics of voluntary workers, their sex, ages and oc
cupations. These statistics showed that voluntary service was no longer the preserve of certain social 
classes.

- Some National Societies stated that most of their voluntary workers were in the 50 to 65 
age group, and even older, and that what they needed most was voluntary workers of 25 to 45 years 
of age, few of whom were available.

- The noticeably increasing number of informal groups not connected to the Red Cross and 
often working spontaneously, i.e. without co-ordination, was by no means negligible danger. The Red 
Cross should try to direct such energy. This phenomenon was particularly noticeable among young 
people.

- Some National Societies emphasized the need to give voluntary workers some tangible re
cognition of Red Cross appreciation (medals, certificates, decorations,, press-articles, official events, 
and so on) which might increase their motivation and their feeling of belonging to the Red Cross.

- Whereas much was said about the help which should be given to the disabled, it appea
red desirable, rather, to have them participate in Red Cross activities so that they might feel they 
were useful members of society. More and more frequently people who had overcome certain afflic
tions or addictions (e.g. former drug or alcohol addicts) formed associations to help victims of the 
same ills or states of dependence. However, there had been a number of failures as a result of well- 
meaning voluntary workers’ intervening without being sufficiently prepared for tasks too difficult for 
them (e.g. help to drug addicts).

- It appeared that the tasks entrusted to voluntary workers were increasingly difficult, cal
ling for individual work (and less and less group work) implying knowledge, and hence adequate trai
ning (help to the disabled, the lonely, the mentally sick, prisoners, drug addicts, etc.). It was very 
difficult to form groups of voluntary workers able to work sufficiently consistently to permit of their 
being assigned to permanent tasks.
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- The recruiting and motivation of young people, and the maintenance of their interest was 
a fundamental problem which should be given special study. There were numerous needs implying nu
merous motivations. Young people were reluctant to take on "non-productive" (administrative) tasks; 
they preferred action. It was often difficult to assign to voluntary workers tasks corresponding to their 
wishes.

- Stress was laid on the innovative and pioneer character of voluntary service (filling the 
gaps), on the way in which it supplemented the activities of structured and largely State-run organiza
tions, and on the need to maintain the independent nature of voluntary service.

Dr. C. Guttoso. a WHO regional official for coordination with other organizations, expres
sed his satisfaction at having been invited to attend the Regional Conference and his gratitude to the 
National Red Cross Societies for the work they performed as auxiliaries to the public authorities, par
ticularly during disasters and in primary health care.
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Report of Commission III.

Chairman: Mr. Vladimir SEMUKHA, Chairman, Belorussian Red Cross Society, U.S.S.R.

Vice-Chairmen: Miss Annelies NABHOLZ, Vice-Chairman, Swiss Red Cross

Miss L0ne Horup, Vice-President, Danish Red Cross

Rapporteurs: Mrs. Marie-THERESE zu Salm-HORSTMAR, Vice-President, German Red
Cross (Fed.Rep.)

Mrs. Bodil EINANG, RCY district leader, Norwegian Red Cross

EXCHANGE OF EXPERIENCE AMONG EUROPEAN NATIONAL SOCIETIES CONCERNING 
THEIR PARTICIPATION IN HEALTH AND SOCIAL WELFARE SERVICES IN THEIR COUNTRIES

FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF EUROPEAN CO-OPERATION FOR YOUTH ACTIVITY

Based on a survey made through a questionnaire among European National Societies on their 
activities in the field of health and social welfare an introductory paper was presented by the 
Chairman of the HSSAC and the League Secretariat.

Representatives of National Societies present by the Commission activity contribu
ted to the discussion on this subject.

It was pointed out that training of volunteers in health and social welfare activities 
should emphasize more the necessity of a human approach.

Following the discussion, a draft recommendation was proposed by the Alliance of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies of the U.S.S.R. entitled "Health and Social Welfare Ser
vices" and was adopted with slight modifications of terminology.

The topic of further development of European co-operation for youth activity has 
been discussed on the basis of a report prepared by the 5th Regional meeting of European Na
tional RCY Directors. This report presented by Mr. Barra, Chairman of the youth Advisory 
Committee gave an analysis of European co-operation in youth activities since the find Regio
nal European Conference in Cannes, 1970.
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Particular attention was given to the question of participation of youth in all fields 
of Red Cross activities and in the whole structure of a National Society.

Several major problems facing youth today have been discussed, including drug ad
diction among youth.

A draft recommendation on the results as well as the future tasks of European youth 
co-operation was presented by the National Societies of Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Italy and Spain 
and was adopted without modifications.

A third draft recommendation on Red Cross involvement in the International Youth 
Year (1985) was submitted by the Red Cross of Romania and adopted with modifications.

It appeared in the discussions on both topics that improvement of communication 
(information, exchange of experiences, etc.) were essential internationally and also within Na
tional Societies.
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RECOMMENDATIONS



RECOMMENDATION NO. 1.

Red Cross and Peace

The participants in the Illrd Regional Conference of European Red Cross and Red Crescent So
cieties have exchanged their experiences relating to the implementation of the Programme of 
Action of the Red Cross as a factor of Peace adopted in its final form at the Council of Dele
gates, at Bucharest in 1977. The Illrd Regional Conference of European Societies therefore 
declares that:

- by the implementation of the Programme of Action of the Red Cross as a factor of Peace, 
the Red Cross can contribute to comprehension between peoples, to the preservation of Peace, 
to the progress of international understanding, to disarmament and to the prevention of war;

- the work of the Commission on the Red Cross and Peace will contribute to increase the ef- 
ficacity of the Red Cross as a factor of peace;

- the Commission should carry forward its work in a spirit of tranquility, free from any con
siderations alien to the Principles governing the Red Cross.

The Conference also reaffirms that:

- the Red Cross fulfils its mission in the service of Peace through dissemination of the ideals 
and the principles which inspire it and through its continuing action throughout the world;

- the Red Cross is a pacific, active, efficient, and thus, pacifying organisation. By its prin
ciples, by its humanitarian action, and by other interventions foreseen in its statutes, and 
all international agreements, it thus contributes to the maintenance of peace;

- the Red Cross must stand aside from disputes and rivalries between States;

- the direct, unshakable and irreversible relationship which exists between respect for Red 
Cross principles and the reconciliation of man with man reaching beyond any contradictions 
or divergences which may divide them, is a powerful factor for peace and the preservation 
thereof.

Therefore the Conference:

- expresses the wish that the Commission on Peace continues its work, with the same manda
te and composition;

- supports the Red Cross Commission on Peace in its efforts to take into consideration the
experience of National Red Cross Societies, the League of Red Cross Societies and the In
ternational Committee in the implementation of the Programme of Action of the Red Cross, 
so that, on that basis, it may devise practical initiatives to further encourage the action to 
promote peace. <

Finally, the Conference expresses the wish that the entire international Red Cross movement 
support with its moral authority the efforts made by states in the field of disarmament in re
lation to both conventional weapons, and weapons of mass destruction.
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RECOMMENDATION NO. 2.

Dissemination of knowledge on International Humanitarian law

The Illrd Regional Conference of European Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies.

Having taken cognizance of the "Report on the Dissemimation of knowledge of the 
Principles of International Humanitarian Law and of the Red Cross", submitted by the ICRC 
and the Polish Red Cross.

- reaffirms that a sustained dissemination effort is an important contribution to the 
development of a spirit of peace.

- invites the European Societies to continue and develop their work of dissemination 
among their own members and among the various circles concerned, such as youth, universi
ties. the armed forces, civil defence organizations, journalists and among the general public,

- recommends the European National Societies to increase their cooperation in dis
semination, particularly by informing each other of their experiences and resorting to the ICRC, 
the League and the Henry Dunant Institute for help, in order that such information may be con
veyed to all National Societies concerned.

- encourages the Polish Red Cross and the ICRC to continue, in cooperation with 
the League and the Henry Dunant Institute, their programme of summer courses on internatio
nal humanitarian law for European university students.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 3.

Solidarity and assistance in Development and Disaster Relief activities

The Illrd Regional Conference of European National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies,

taking note of the support and assistance given by the European Societies since the 
Iliid European Regional Conference to the Red Cross Development Programme and Relief Ac
tions,

stressing the importance of a close mutual understanding and cooperation between 
participating and operating Societies and the Societies and the League in the field of development 
and relief actions,

being aware that the strengthening of the organisational and operational capacity 
of the developing Societies is a prerequisite to their disaster preparedness and service pro
grammes. for their communities.

being cognizant that disaster preparedness, as an integral part of development pro
cess, is not only essential for developing societies but also for those developed societies, even 
if they are not operating in a disaster prone country, but the willing to participate in disaster 
relief operations elsewhere,

recommends to all the European Societies:

- to endorse in principle the "strategy for the development of National Societies in 
the eighties" keeping in mind the views expressed during the debate, and in particular the re
quest to the Secretary General of the League to establish priorities in order to steer resour
ces in the most effective manner.
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- to respect the development plans of the National Societies of developing countries 
and to concentrate their support towards the implementation of such plans with full coordination 
by the League Secretariat,

- to increase and improve their participation in the eighties,

in the Red Cross Development Programme in quantity as well as in quality as 
part of their regular work

in the relief actions adhering strictly to the "Principles and Rules for the Red 
Cross Disaster Relief so as to improve the League's effectiveness in co-ordina
ting Relief Actions

- to take full advantage of the information received from operating Societies and the 
League Secretariat in order to further their own development education programmes.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 4.

Voluntary Service in the Red Cross

The Illrd Regional Conference of European Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies,

noting that voluntary service is a fundamental principle and a land-mark for the 
worldwide Red Cross movement,

considering the rapid development of conterpporary society and the socio-economic 
changes creating new needs,

noting the diversification of the Red Cross activities and the involvement of a lar
ger number of volunteers in the life of their communities providing services for those in need 
of assistance,

bearing in mind the need for continuity in the provision of voluntary service and, 
where appropriate in co-operation with public agencies,

1) Recommends the European Societies

a) to undertake a reexamination of their activities in order to be able to involve 
an increasing number of volunteers in the conception, organization, and complementation of 
their tasks;

b) to cooperate where appropriate with public authorities and private organisa
tions in the planning of health and social services to meet the needs of the people and in 
the implementation of these plans;

c) to associate the volunteers more closely in the development of health and so
cial services of their own country, to bestow on them appropriate tasks in order to raise their 
sense of responsibility and maintain their interest;

d) to offer for the young people real opportunities for training and participation 
as volunteers in every activity, including management and decision-making of their national 
societies;

e) to encourage the dissemination, inside and outside the Red Cross, of the aims, 
objectives and ways of using voluntary service, and to pay closer attention to the methods of 
recruitment, selection and training of volunteers;

f) to ensure that volunteers admitted into National Societies are fully informed 
of the ideals and fundamental principles of the Red Cross and that they are prepared to abide 
by them in a spirit of faithfulness and dedication which would be the special characteristic of 
their activities in the service of human solidarity.
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RECOMMENDATION NO. 5.

Health and social welfare services

The IIIrd Regional Conference of European National Societies of the Red Cross and Red Cres
cent,

regarding health as a basic human right and an indispensable condition of social 
progress and peace in the world,

taking into account Resolutions XV and XVII of the XXIIIrd International Conference 
of the Red Cross (Bucharest, 1977) defining the role, place and main forms of health and so- 
sial welfare services of the National Societies within the framework of the humanitarian mis
sion of the Red Cross,

recognizing the necessity of further development of health and social welfare ser
vices in the European National Societies to meet in a more effective way the needs of indivi
dual communities and the population as a whole with due regard for the existing regional and 
sub-regional conditions,

supporting the opinion of the WHO that the main social task of the Governments and 
Health Authorities should be the attainment by the year 2000 by all people of such a level of 
health as would allow them to bead a socially and economically productive life,

emphasizing the importance of primary health care as a key factor for the achieve
ment of the goal "health for all by the year 2000” and proceeding from the Recommendations 
of the International PHC Red Cross Seminar (Frunze, 1979) and recommendations of the bealth 
and social Service Advisory Committee as approved by the Executive Council of the League.

RECOMMENDS: THAT EUROPEAN NATIONAL SOCIETIES

consider the development of primary health care as their main task in the Health 
and Welfare field paying special attention to such areas and components of this activity that 
suit best their national needs and expanding their co-operation with the interested national and 
International organizations,

promote in every possible way intra-regional co-operation in organizing and impro
ving community services through the exchange of experiences, personnel and information,

actively assist the development of community services in National Societies of other 
regions within the framework of the League Development Programme.

ASKS THE LEAGUE SECRETARIAT

to ensure the elaboration of regional strategies and plans of development of com
munity services as an integral part of the League Development Plan.

maintain close contacts and co-ordinate its efforts with other international organi
sations concerned with Health and Social Welfare activities (WHO, UNICEF, etc.),

contribute to the expansion of intra-regional and interregional co-operation in the 
community services field performing the functions of a co-ordination, research and information 
centre within the scope of its statutory duties.
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RECOMMENDATION NO. 6.

Co-operation among European Red Cross, Red Crescent Youth Sections

The Illrd Regional Conference of European Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies,

having received and discussed the report prepared by the Vth European Meeting of 
National Red Cross Youth Directors (Budapest, 1980) on the development of European co-ope
ration among RCY Sections since the Ilnd European Regional Red Cross Conference in Cannes 
in 1970,

noting the essential role played by the Youth Advisory Committee in the strengthe
ning of co-operation among RCY Sections,

noting with pleasure the results obtained by the RCY Sections in Europe by estab
lishing a regular co-operation system in decision-making and in techniques, particularly in 
leadership training, the dissemination of knowledge of Red Cross Principles, the prevention of 
accidents, drug addiction among youth,

aware of the major problems which today continue to affect the lives of a great 
number of young people, particularly their integration into society, underemployment, the dec
line of human values,

concerned by the increase of toxicomania in all its forms, such as alcohol and to
bacco addiction and abouse of medicaments and hard drugs,

convinced that young people will be called upon to play an important role in pro
moting human and social progress, peace, friendship and understanding throughout the world 
and the extension of European co-operation.

recomends European National Societies

- to develop their system of consultation and contacts by making use of the results 
in European co-operation among RCY Sections,

- to pay particular attention to the development of their RCY programmes taking 
equally into account each of the following two main criteria:

1. youth participation in the work of the Red Cross,

2. Red Cross action for the benefit of young people.

- t° devote every effort to assist the disabled and other disadvantaged youth,

- to undertake or develop services for the benefit of young people victims of any 
form of drug addiction,

- to set up and consolidate within their National Societies the RCY Structures 
essential for tne achievement of such objectives,

expresses the hope that the Youth Advisory Committee functions, so highly 
appreciated by the RCY Sections in Europe, will be maintained in any consultative system 
which might be instituted within the League.
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RECOMMENDATION NO. 7.

International Youth Year

The Illrd Regional Conference of European Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies,

considering that the General Assembly of the United Nations has decided to proclaim 
the year 1985 to be International Youth Year and has invited non-governmental organizations to 
participate actively and to contribute to the achievement of the objectives for that year,

convinced that those objectives are consistent with the fundamental responsibilities 
of the Red Cross, namely to educate youth in the spirit of international understanding, co-ope
ration and peace, to make young people aware of and able to cope with various forms of suf
fering, to develop among young people the need to respect and continually promote everywhere 
the humanitarian principles,

mindful of the important role falling to youth in the contemporary world in the 
cause of progress and peace, since the full participation of young people in Red Cross acti
vities is vital for the development of the Red Cross,

recommends European Societies:

- to participate actively and to support activities organized locally, nationally, re
gionally and internationally in order to prepare and highlingt the International Youth Year;

- to take steps wich will make young people more open to aware of international 
understanding and cooperation, which are fundamental factors for peace;

- to devise national programmes to encourage young people to engage in national 
activities for development, in the respect and safeguarding basic human rights, in the struggle 
against phenomena and manifestations which degrade the human being;

- to convene a conference of Red Cross Societies of European countries with the 
participation of RCY leaders and of leaders of the National Societies devoted exclusively to the 
strengthening and development of youth cooperation during the period preceding or during the 
year;

Invite the League of Red Cross Societies to take an active part in efforts to pre
pare and highlight the International Youth Year, by the enhancement and amplification of con
cerns and activities dedicated specifically to youth.
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RECEPTION GIVEN BY THE HUNGARIAN
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RED CROSS IN HOTEL THERMAL
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ON BEHALF OF THE HUNGARIAN GOVERNMENT MR.GYORGY ACZÉL,

THE PARTICIPANTS OF THE CONFERENCE

54



VICE-CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS RECEIVED

IN THE HOUSE OF PARLIAMENT
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CLOSURE OF THE CONFERENCE

After the discussion of the reports of the Commissions and the adoption of the Recommendations, 
MR. HARALD HUBER, Vice-President of the ICRC took the floor and stated inter alia:

"As. we have reached the end of this conference, as President of the Commission on Red Cross 
and Peace I am particularly pleased to thank you personally and - I am convinced - in the name 
of the Commission members, too, for the results achieved through our work.

I am glad that all the orators and the Plenary Session have granted the Commission 
their trust and confidence and I can assure you the Commission highly appreciates the work you 
have achieved. Both at Commission I and at the plenary meeting the atmosphere of the discus
sions was characterized by frankness and cordiality; thus, everyone was allowed to express 
himself unimpeded and the divergent opinions which were uttered helped to enrich our exchange 
of views. ■ _ ,

This is why I should like to express my thanks first of all to the authors of the 
three draft recommendations which have, not only offered,us views and proposals full of ideas, 
but have also manifested all along a spirit of rputual understanding...

Finally and above all I should like to thank you, my Friends, gathered together at 
this Regional Conference for your determination jo serve peace and charge by your consensus 
the Commission on Red Cross and Peace with the mission to carry on its activity.

I will not be as pessimistic as Talleyrand who said that a treaty is only good if it 
actually does not satisfy anyone. On the contrary, I believe that we are all happy to have re
ached this compromise. Strengthened by the recommendation which has been adopted, the Com
mission is looking forward with hope to the debate that is going to take place in Manila. I firm
ly hope that the Council of delegates is going to move on the road you have shown them.

As Vice-President of the International Committee of the Red Cross and in the ab
sence of Mr. Hay - who asked me to be his interpreter -, I do not want to miss this oppor
tunity to compliment very warmly the organizers of this Illrd European Regional Conference on 
its great success. My very special thanks to the Hungarian Red Cross for the hospitality lavi
shed on us: centenary ceremony, folklore performance, sight-seeing, receptions, not to men
tion the wonderful setting placed at our disposal; all those unforgettable souvenirs will stay 
engraved in our memories."

MR. HENRIK BEER, Secretary General of the League asked for the floor and stated:

... Our cooperation in the preparations for this Conference has been a great 
pleasure from many points of view. As you know from our Statutes, we are very much bound 
by the unity and the complete internationality of the Red Cross and Red Crescent movement. 
We all belong to each other, Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies in the world. Our univer
sality is a matter where we never will make any compromises.

But those who drafted our Statutes, they took for granted that we need, now and then, 
the possibility to meet on the regional level, not in any way to disturb the unity of the whole 
movement, but to strengthen it, and to strengthen it by preparations for international meetings, 
and to use the knowledge and taiants and experiences of neighbours, to get a synthesis of what 
they can do also to help others. That is why we have the regulations for regional conferences 
in our Statutes.

I might, because of age and other circumstances, be the only one in this room who 
has had the privilege to be present at all the regional conferences in Europe, in Belgrade, 1947; 
in Cannes, 1970 and then here. And I can say, on behalf also of my colleagues in the Secre
tariat, that it has been a great pleasure to cooperate with you, Mr. Chairman, and your col
leagues in the Secretariat of the Hungarian Red Cross, because of the interest and the orga
nisational talents you have manifested from the first moment. There has never been any cause 
for improvisations and changes which could lead to confusion because they were badly prepa
red. We owe to you and all your colleagues. I will not mention one, because they have all been 
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involved, our great gratitude for the wonderful work of preparation you have done. And I think 
that this is, to a very high extent, the background to the excellent results we have had, to the 
friendly spirit we have felt, and I would say a friendly spirit which has not, as in some cases, 
depended on the fact that people avoid crucial issues. Here one has tackled them, but in the 
spirit which was so well presented by Mr. Huber. I would therefore like, on behalf of our 
President, but also of those who had the privilege of working with yourself and your colleagues, 
to thank you. It has proven the validity of such a conference and it is a very valuable step for 
the universal tasks we face in half a year in Mánila.

MRS. G. MARONE, representative of the Spanish Red Cross expressed the thanks 
of the participating delegations:

"In the name of the Vice-Presidents and the 23 Societies present here, of the League, of the 
International Committee, of the Henry Dunant Institute, of the observers and of the special guests 
it is our desire to express our most heart-felt thanks to the Hungarian Red Cross and our best 
wishes on the occasion of the centenary of its foundation.

Very often international meetings are wound up by formal declarations pretending 
to sum up in a few words the result their work achieved.

I am trying to find the most adequate term to express in so many words what this 
Budapest Conference meant and no doubt most accurately it could be defined as a Conference 
of authentic consensus reflecting a collective feeling of satisfaction.

I am convinced that we can all of us declare unanimously that there exists a real 
consensus on the following points:

1. It is useful that we have exchanged our ideas on the subjects studied and the 
recommendations have been honestly adopted.

2. The efficient work of the Conference leadership, the skill of the Commission 
Presidents, the scientific authority of the experts and the preparedness of all the orators.

3. We share a sincere consensus as well that our personal contacts and the rela
tions of our respective societies have strengthened after these days of work and life in com
mon. We know one another better and we feel closer to one another.

4. We are sure that this way of unity is the greatest hope to strengthen the Red 
Cross organization in the world and to enable us to perform our responsibility for peace among 
the nations and to protect human values.

5. And finally: I do hope there is consensus to compliment Professor Gegesi Kiss, 
President Hantos and all his staff, all the members of the secretariat, the interpreters and 
the journalists on their excellent work. The organization and the arrangement of the Conference 
have been a success. And this is not the outcome of improvisation, but the result of long 
work and devotion they have placed at our disposal.

It will always be with joy and some nostalgia that we shall remember this Budapest 
conference where - from our arrival to the very end - we were granted attention and devotion 
and were surrounded by an atmosphere of real friendship and fraternity..".

The Conference ended with the closing speech of Mr. János Hantos.
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LIST OF DELEGATES AND OBSERVERS

A) NATIONAL SOCIETIES

ALBANIA Will not be represented

AUSTRIA Dr. Heinrich Treichl, President
Mr. Hans Polster, Secretary General 

xDr. Friedrich Wendl, Legal Adviser

BELGIUM Mr. C. Vandekerckhove, Director General
Mr. Raymond Vermeylen, General Administrator
Mr. J. Thiere, Youth Director• ■ ' ” - . ’ ' - ' ■ ‘ ,

BULGARIA Dr. Kiril Ignatov, President
Mr. Alexander Marinov, Head of. International Relations 

Department t .
Mr. Ivan Pouchkarov, Executive Assistant of the International 

Relations Department

CZECHOSLOVAKIA Dr. Imrich Hatiar, Chairman
Mr. Vladimir Gazdag, Vice-President
Dr. Rudolf Rezek, Member. Foreign Relations Commission
Dr. Karel Mayer, Member, Youth Commission

DENMARK xMr. Erik Stampe, Chairman-
Miss Lone H(!jrup, Vice-President

xMr. Holger Reedtz Funder, Acting Secretary General

FINLAND Mr. Kauko Sipponen, Chairman
Mr. Kai J. Warras, Secretary General
Miss Maria Raudaskoski, delegate
Mrs. Auli Valle, Secretary, Community Services

FRANCE Mr. Jean-Marie Soutou, Ambassador of France, President
Mrs. Rose Loisel, Administrator
Mr. Guy de Bretagne, Head of International Affairs

GERMANY
(Dem. Rep.)

Prof. Werner Ludwig, Chairman
Prof. Siegfried Akkermann, Vice-Chairman
Mr. Werner Horney, Head of International Relations

Department

GERMANY
(Fed. Rep.)

Mr. Walter Bargatzky, President
Princess Marie-Therese zu Salm-Horstmar, Vice-President 

xDr. Jurgen Schilling, Secretary General
Mr. Andreas von Block-Schlesier, Legal Adviser

xDr. Alfons Goppel, Chairman of the Federal Council of the 
Red Cross

GREAT BRITAIN Mr. David Bendall, Chairman
Lady Victoria Palmer, Vice-Chairman
Colonel Terence Palmer, Director International Division

GREECE Admiral M. Golfinos Petmezas, Secretary General
Miss Maria Demertzis, Director of International Relations
Miss Helene Spyropoulou, Assistant Director, Nursing Services
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HUNGARY Dr. Pal Gegesi Kiss, Chairman
Mr. Janos Hantos, President of the Executive Committee
Mr. Istvan Rostas, Vice-President
Mrs. Zsuzsa Ortutay, Vice-President
Dr. Julia Kaposvari, Deputy Secretary General
Dr. Miklos Gyiiszii, Deputy Secretary General
Dr. Geza Herczegh, Member
Dr. Eva Csikasz, Member
Dr. Laszlo Pesta, Member
Dr. Arpad Alfoldy, Member
Mr. Mihaly Marte, Expert
Dr. Julia B6n6, Expert
Mrs. Sandor Papp, Expert
Mr. G&bor Fodor, Expert
Mr. Jozsef Karpati, Expert
Mr. Imre Pasztor, Director International Relations Department
Dr. Ferenc Somos, Deputy Director International Relations 

Department
Mrs. Zsuzsa Alfoldy, Secretary

ICELAND Will not be represented

IRELAND Will not be represented

ITALY General Pietro Verri, Vice-President
Mrs. Manuela Lavagnino, Head of International Affairs Services
Mr. Giulio de Matteis, International Affairs Department

LIECHTENSTEIN Will not be represented

LUXEMBURG Will not be represented

MONACO Will not be represented

THE NETHERLANDS Prof. F. Kalshoven, Member of the Executive Council
Mr. D. van Kleef, Director General and Foreign Affairs

Department

NORWAY Mrs. Grethe Johnsen. Vice-President 
xMr. Haakon Mathiesen, Delegate
Mrs. Eva Sulyok, Personal Secretary
Mrs. Bodil Einang, Delegate

POLAND Mr. Stanislaw Boholanowicz, Vice-President
Prof. Remigiusz Bierzanek, Member of the Board 
Mrs. Stanislawa Kierzkowska, Deputy Director of the 

International Relations Service

PORTUGAL Will not be represented

RUMANIA Major-General Constantin Burada, President
Mr. Alexandru Ghitera, Adviser to the President
Mrs. Victoria Grigore, Senior Officer in the International 

Department

SAN MARINO Dr. Raimondo Fernando Fattori, Delegate

SPAIN Mr. Enrique de la Mata, Chairman
Mr. Manuel Fiol, Director International Affairs
Mr. Jose Alvaro Jimenez de Andrade, Assistant International 

Affairs
Mrs. Giovanna Marone, Assistant International Affairs
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B) LEAGUE OF RED CROSS SOCIETIES

SWEDEN xMr. Matts Bergom Larsson, Chairman
Mrs. Gudrun Goransson, Vice-Chairman
Mr. Erik Janson, Vice-Chairman
Mr. Anders Wijkman, Secretary General
Mr. Uno Mellaker, Head of National Section

SWITZERLAND Prof. Hans Haug, Chairman
Miss Annelies Nabholz, Vice-Chairman
Mrs. Auaree Goetschin, Member of the Central Committee 

xMr. Jean Pascalis, Assistant Secretary General

TURKEY Dr. Ahmed Ihsom Kirimli, Vice-President
Mr. Unal Somuncu, Director General
Dr. E. Onursal, Delegate

U.R.S.S. Dr. Valeri A. Baltiyski, Chairman
Mrs. Lilia Tcherkasskaya, Chief ot the Section of Cooperation 

with International Organizations
Mr. Boris Khutornov, Chief of the Section

of Cooperation with National Societies
Mr. Vladimir Seinukha, Chairman, Belorussian Red Cross Society
Mr. Sergi Silishchev, Senior Adviser, International Relations

YUGOSLAVIA Dr. Bozidar Raspopovic, Member of Presidency 
xMr. Maksimilijan Klansek, President
Mrs. Stefa Spiljak, Member of Presidency
Mrs. Vidanka Misic, Head of Development of International 

Relations Department
Dr. Bosko Jakovljevic, Senior Adviser

Mr. Justice J.A. Adefarasin, President
Mr. Henrik Beer, Secretary General
Mr. Bengt Bergman, Under Secretary General
Mr. Olof Stroh, Special Advisor to the Secretary General Head of operations
Mr. Alfred Schmid, Acting Under Secretary General
Mr. William Cassis, Director Personnel and Administrative Services bureau 
Miss Christiane Camoletti, Assistant Director Personnel and Administrative 

Services Bureau
Dr. Henryk Zielinski, Health Advisor

xMr. Rezsô Sztuchlik, Assistant Director, Youth Bureau
Mrs. Yolande Camporini, Technical Advisor
Mrs. Anne-Marie Weyand, Head of Service

INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS

xMr. Alexandre Hay, Chairman
Mr. Harald Huber, Vice-Chairman
Mr. Jacques Moreillon, Director of Legal Department
Miss Françoise Perret, Jurist
Miss Floriane Truninger, Jurist
Mr. Frank Schmidt, General Delegate for Europe and North America
Mr. Jean-Louis Cayla, Delegate to the organisation Committee of the Conference

HENRY—DUNANT INSTITUTE

Mr. Jacques Meurant, Director

61



C) OBSERVERS

W.H.O.

xDr. C. Guttuso, Regional Officer for coordination with other organisations, WHO regional 
Office for Europe

D) GUESTS

Sir Evelyn Shuckburgh, Chairman, Standing Commission of the International Red Cross

Dr. Massimo Barra, President of the Youth Advisory Committee of the Italian Red Cross

Mrs. Mavy Harmon, President, League Health and Social Service Advisory Committee

x = accompanied by his wife.
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