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SEMINAR ON PEACE - RED CROSS YOUTH AND ITS CONTRIBUTION TO PEACE

Preamble;
The paper outlined below is a suggested format for a Council of Delegates 
discussion on Peace at its 1983 meeting.

Aims:
(a) In the light of the section on Youth in the Programme of 

Action adopted by the World Red Cross Conference on Peace
in 1975 (see copy attached), the seminar should aim to:

- Survey current Red Cross Youth activities that promote 
peace i.n a non-political, non-partisan manner.

- Discuss ways in which these activities could be improved 
upon, and extended to a greater number of National 
Societies.

- Suggest new activities through which the Red Cross Youth 
movement could contribute to peace.

(b) Considering Red Cross strategies for International Youth Year (1985), 
We believe the theme for this occasion is to be "Participation,

Development and Peace", and it is therefore of obvious relevance to the 
seminar.

Content:
(a) Existing programmes and activities that could be introduced as a

basis for discussion could be:

(i) the international materials exchange programme.

.(ii) the League's Development Programme and in particular, 
the Mini-Project scheme.

(iii) Regional meetings of youth leaders, training courses
and gatherings of youth members supported by the LRCS.
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(iv) Educational materials such as :
-

- the LRCS teaching guide.
- the "International.Game" and "Red.Cross Pack", 

currently 'b'e'rh g “dreveTcped at the League."
- Canada’s "One Earth: Why Care?" resource

package. " ...... ....... :r- - ■ s-1 r
.... -JBa-C'éfïâT“on International Humanitarian Law from

a number of Societies.
; ■. •. -J a'. . - "s J 

(b) Suggestions to stimulate thinking on new activities to promote-' '
peace could include:

(i) Youth people working with other National Societies - ..
for example the Swedish/Nepal "Kors I Taket" project.

(ii) At the Asian and Pacific Youth Leaders, meeting in 1980, 
the Director of the Australian Government's Office of 
Youth Affairs lamented the fact that' the potential- for 
international friendship and understanding that is 
created by young people travelling and studying abroad 
did not always eventuate. He made a number of suggestions 
for Red Cross Programmes relating to young students and 
travellers which could be discussed in some depth at 
the seminar.

(iii) The question of new resource material for teachers and 
Red Cross Youth leaders and better utilisation of existing 
material.

(iv) Services based on Red Cross principles can be viewed as 
peace-promoting. How can we convince more young people 
to become Red Cross volunteers?

(v) How can Red Cross contribute to peace through participation 
in International Youth Ye,at?

Me thod;

(i) Keynote speaker on ''Red Cross Youth and Peace" could advert
briefly to recent resolutions on peace from Peace Commission 
and other Red Cross bodies. He could outline existing and 
proposed Red Cross Youth activities that are relevant to the 
subject, and perhaps call on representatives from National 
Societies to elaborate on points he has raised in his paper.

Suggested speaker: Representative from either Youth Bureau or 
Regional Services Bureau of LRCS.
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(il) Seminar could then break into smaller groups to share their own 
National Society experience and suggest new ideas and activities. 
Groups could be allocated according to interest area:

- Educating young people about the Red Cross movement, its 
principles and ideals, and its role in International 
Humanitarian.Law.'

- Other topics raised above, such as Regional Red Cross Youth 
gatherings, the mini-project scheme, international youth 
exchanges.

(iii) Group rapporteurs report back to seminar as a whole;

(iv) Guest speaker on "International Youth Year" could outline the 
rationale for this event and the benefits that young people 
might hope to obtain as a result of it. The speaker could refer 
to planning strategies and major activities that are proposed, 
and perhaps make general suggestions about appropriate activities 
for Red Cross during 1985.

• 1 • *

Suggested speaker: To be arranged.

(v) Discussion (in open forum or smaller groups) on Red Cross 
programme for International Youth Year.

Lï.
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EXTRACT OF THE PROGRAMME OF ACTION 
OF THE RED CROSS AS A FACTOR OF PEACE

YOUTH

Tasks : National Societies should:

1. Involve to the fullest extent possible as many young people in 
their decision-making bodies by giving them important respons
ibilities and consider a revision of the constitution of the 
National Society so as to include youth in central as well as 
in regional and local committees.

2. Elaborate youth educational programmes for peace, with their 
participation in solidarity actions: aid teams, preparation 
of aid activities, anti-hunger campaigns, etc., as well as in 
the establishment of programmes for the propagation of the 
Geneva Conventions,.

3. Increase the number of international meetings and exchanges
of experience between youth, under the auspices of the League: 
international youth plans, organization of seminars, etc., 
as well as between the youth and adults.

4. Organize in collaboration with the League and the International 
Red Cross Committee central courses either on a national or 
regional basis on the Red Cross for secondary school teachers. 
Regional courses would allow participants attending central 
courses to instruct one or several responsible people to teach 
in classes.

5. Cooperate with the Ministry of National Education so that Red 
Cross should be included in civic education, moral and ethical.

The League of Red Cross Societies is invited to:

1. Foster the allocation of travel and study scholarships espe
cially to young people from developing countries.
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2. Create a "Friendship fund" which will be administered by the
League.

3. Organize seminars and set up an effective guidance programme
in order to clarify the role of youth in Red Cross activities.

The League and the ICRC are invited to publish a teachers
text book in consultation with experts from the National 
Societies of different geographical and linguistic regions 
which would be intended for teachers at the secondary level. 
This text-book should include: a presentation of the fundament
al principles of the Red Cross; a brief historical introduction 
to the Red Cross, a statement on the organization and basic 
activities of the Red Cross; a chapter devoted to the topic: 
"The Red Cross, factor of peace".
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