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The Commission discussed the following reports presented by the 
League Secretariat:

1. Co-operation between governments and Red Cross in organizaing 
Primary Health Care Programmes (follow-up to Recommendation 
No. 7 of the First Session of the League General Assembly, 
1979)

* ■
2. Integration o.f Red Cross activities in community services 

(follow-up to Resolutions' ^V and XVII of thé Twenty-third 
International. Conference)

3. Development of National Societies in the context of national 
development plans/follow-up to recommendations of the First 
Session of the League General Assembly, 1979)

4. Role of the Red Cross ’m thé development of National blood 
transfusion programmes (follow-up to Resolution XVI of the 
Twenty-third International Conference)

5. Red Cross contributidri to a better human environment in relation 
to efforts‘made at thé governmental level (follow-up to Reso
lution XXI of the Twenty-third International Conference)



6. Report on follow-up to other resolutions of the Twenty-third 
International Conference (Resolutions XIX and XXII)

7. Preparation of National Societies fcr emergency medical 
action.

The reports were approved. ” ‘ ....

Primary Health Care Programme

The Commission reaffirmed that health services were a government 
responsibility. As auxiliaries of the public authorities National 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies should, in view of the 
exceptional potential of their available volunteer force and easy 
access to the population, play an increasingly important role, 
primarily in prevention and rural and school hygiene.

The Commission:

Reaffirms that a single national health plan incorporating the 
Red Cross is necessary to co-ordinate the assistance given to 
the needy population and to put such assistance on a sound 
financial basis,

Considers that the training of qualified officers is essential 
to reliability and safety,

Repeats that primary health care means "essential health care 
universally accessible to all individuals and families and to the 
community by means acceptable to them, with their full partici
pation and at a cost bearable by the national community."

To be able to work properly the National Societies must co-operate 
closely with the central government authorities and also and es
pecially must increase their co-operation with the local autho
rities.

To give effective help to displaced persons, work with young 
people, and carry out community services of all kinds, the co
ordination of all interested bodies is necessary.



- 3 -

For all these reasons, National Societies must always be 
prepared to cope efficiently with all eventualities.

=■ National Development Plans

The Secretary General of the League and his assistant submitted 
the report on development strategy for National Societies in the 
Eighties. The objective of that strategy was, they said, the 
existence of a self-reliant Red Cross or Red Crescent Society 
in every country of the world, prepared to perform efficiently 
its task as a voluntary organization acting as an auxiliaryy 
of the public authorities.

During the subsequent discussion some twenty delegates commented 
on the report, which was generally approved in principle. Of 
the many remarks made and received with interest by the parti» 
cipants, we will confine ourselves to noting here those which 
appear to have been most widely agreed to by the Commission.

1. It was first mentioned that development, which is of necessity 
a long and continuous process, entails a joint effort by all 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, whether they are members 
of our movement or not yet formally part of it.

Each Society is urged to take part in this venture, for the 
sake of its own development and also to promote that of less 
developed Societies in accordance with the principle of 
solidarity.

2. The planning and execution of each national development programme 
are primarily a matter for the National Society, which must be 
free to choose its priorities and be responsible for their 
choice,

3. As conditions vary widely, and as there may or may not be an 
active desire for development in the country, results cannot 
possibly be identical and simultaneous everywhere. Great 
flexibility is therefore needed in working out and implementing 
programmes, and these must be quickly adapted to changing needs, 
or indeed to changes in leadership.

4. An appeal is made to governments to support the development 
programme, with full understanding of the ends and methods of 
the Red Cross and respect for its fundamental principles. Con» 
tributing Societies may be used as vehicles of their country’s 
foreign aid.
Societies receiving bilateral or multilateral assistance should 
play their part, and when drawingup their projects should take 
national development planning into account.
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5. The support of the public is also essential, and this 
makes it necessary for the National Society to plan 
carefully its campaigns to disseminate-knowledge of-the 
principles and ideals of the Red Cross and Red Crescent.

6. The human factor is of decisive importance in the per
sonnel of National Societies. Personnel must be care
fully selected and given as extensive a training as 
possible in planning, evaluation and leadership. In 
this connection quality is more important than numbers.

7. It is important that the ICRC should also take part in 
implementing the strategy.
It must in particular approach governments to remind them 
of their responsibilities under the Geneva Conventions 
and the advantages to themselves of encouraging the 
formation and development of a Irrational Red Cross or 
Red Crescent Society.
The importance was also emphasized of taking care to see 
that appropriate co-ordination was introduced in good 
time between the Central Tracing Agency and national 
tracing bureaus in cases of disaster, conflict, or 
refugee influx.

8. The necessity of putting into effect a procedure for 
evaluating development results was generally agreed on, 
as was the necessity of monitoring the management of 
relief operations and of financial verification of a 
quality satisfying internationally recognized standards.

9. Implementation of the development strategy requires much 
larger funds, and since the ability of many contributing 
Societies to give is limited by the economic plight of 
their country an active search will have to be made for 
new sources of financing outside the Red Cross,
In this connection, it has been observed that the most 
effective development operations are not necessarily those 
that cost most, especially if the operating Society's 
abilities, and local resources and skills, are made good 
us of.

10. One Society urged that the General Assembly of the League 
and the Council of Delegates shoudd make a solemn declaration 
recognizing that development aid was an International Red 
Cross task of primordial importance, and that a draft of 
this declaration should be submitted to the next meeting 
of either of these bodies.
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Blood Transfusion
Several National Societies are running blood transfusion pro
grammes. Attention was drawn to the protection of donors and 
recipients, to the principle of the voluntary unpaid gift of 
blood and to optimal use of blood through the use of component 
theraphy.
Regional training courses must continue to be held and the ethical 
code of blood transfusion must continue to be insisted on.
The Environment
By "the environment" is understood the natural surroundings and 
the psychological and social background.
The encouraging zbsuits of the previous decade commit the Red 
Cross to supporting the Ux ited Nations initiative introduced 
this year under the title "The International—Decade'of Drinking 
Water and Sanitation",for the majority of the world population 
has neither a safe drinking water supply nor sanitation of any 
kind. -
The environment is the responsibility of governments and of,/ 
their representatives at all levels; but National Societies 
cannot remain aloof from such matters. For more than ten years 
the League and the League Secretary General have been working 
to organize and harmonize the work of non-governmental 
organizations in this connection.
Several National Societies have programmes comprising various 
activities, some dealing with the psychological and social 
environment of children and the elderly, others with workplaces 
and conditions in schools. Ecological playing cards are now 
available. Other Societies concern themselves with sanitation, 
water-borne diseases and insect control.
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Some Societies, however, have said that they are not entirely 
in favour of Red Cross work on the environment, which they 
consider should be part of primary health care and youth 
activities.
All National Societies are however at one in wishing-our envi
ronment to flourish, to avoid pollution and to give the entire 
population peace and the joy of living.
To succeed in eliminating suffering from everyday life, all 
community services must be harmonized. It is of the. first 
importance to have co-operation, co-ordination and harmoniza
tion with the authorities and all other bodies concerned; but 
the Red Cross must show drive and be bold in taking the lead.

The International Year of the Child (IYC)

The introductory report on the follow-up given to Resolution 
No. XXII of the Twenty-Third International Red Cross Conference, 
on the International Year of the Child, drew attention to the 
wide range of activities carried out for the IYC by National 
Societies and the League Secretariat».
The League has prepared a compendium of the National 
Societies' activities in relation to the IYC, as a source of 
ideas for sister Societies.
It was emphasized that whilst many National Societies were 
of the opinion that the IYC had provoked awareness of children’s 
needs and provided an opportunity for introducing or expanding 
services to children, it was only the beginning of a process 
which should go on over the years, and even for decades, to 
meet the needs of millions of children.
The report was adopted by acclamation
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Youth
Commission III noted with interest the follow-up given to 
Resolution No. XIX of the Twenty-third International Red 
Cross Conference. This follow-up consisted in various kinds 
of subregional and regional training seminars for Red Cross 
Youth instructors and officials.

Study visits for Youth officials
- Intensification of educational programmes in and 

out of school. •'/’
In the ensuing discussion several National Societies pointed 
out that the Red Cross should take a close interest in youth 
problems, and gave an account of their activities in this 
connection (which differed widely from one another) and of some 
of the problems they encountered, including those of young, 
handicapped persons. One speaker brought up the problem of 
young migrants and asked that the League should consider what should 
be done: to: promote their integration into the. host country - 
and in appropriate cases their return to their cultural back
ground of origin.
It was emphasized that youth should not merely benefit from 
Red Cross action but should take part in it, and that all s... 
possible should be done to keep within the Red Cross movement; 
young people who were active in its youth sections; in this 
connection it was suggested that continuing attention should 
be given to young people in the highest classes of colleges 
and at universities.
Some National Societies pointed out that it was necessary for 
the instruction given by the Red Cross to be arranged progressively 
in the same way as official education.
It was also suggested that the work so far done for-youth should 
be evaluated, as required by past resolutions, in order to 
find out how this work could be expanded.
Some speakers said they preferred national training seminars 
to subregional seminars, as this would enable more participants 
from a single country to take part.
Commission III approved the report submitted to it.
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Preparation of National Societies for emergency medical action
In time of disaster human solidarity and the desire to help'“ 
one's neighbor have, like other things, to be co-ordinated 
to avoid counter-productive and paradoxical effects.
Lack of preparation in those willing to help and those who 
will get the help leads to disorder, lack of co-ordination, 
duplication of effort, and help not suited to needs, either 
as regards personnel or equipment.
It is therefore essential that every National Red Cross or 
Red Crescent Society should prepare to cope with events of 
this kind if they occur in their country.
The same applies to National Societies able to bring help 
to another country.
In this connection the essential job of the League and the 
ICRC is to co-ordinate.
Whilst the preparation of equipment must meet technical 
standards, personnel must be selected with regard to other 
desiderata framed in accordance with the principles of the 
Red Cross.
As regards technical matters, our specialists must be given 
further training that will enable them to provide effective 
solutions to the problems of emergency medical action.
It is essential to respect the national public health policy 
and to co-ordinate operations with the National Society.
The ICRC and the League will in the near future draw up a 
planned programme to help National Societies to give suitable 
preparation to their operational teams.
Miscellaneous
An observer (the representative of the Magen David Adorn) pro
posed that an International Institute of Emergency Medicine 
should be formed.
This request was passed to the League Secretariat for such 
action as it saw fit.

M.202/com/12.11.81
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COOPERATION OF NATIONAL RED CROSS AND 
RED CRESCENT SOCIETIES WITH GOVERNMENTS 
IN THE FIELD OF PRIMARY HEALTH CARE

The XXIVth International Conference of the Red Cross,

taking into account the importance of promoting health 
and well-being of the population as a necessary condition for 
social progress and safeguarding peace in the world,

recalling resolutions Nos. XV and XVII of the XXIII 
International Conference of the Red Cross, which have defined 
the role and main forms of medico-social activities of National 
Societies in the framework of the Red Cross humanitarian mission,

recalling the readiness of the National Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies to cooperate with their respective 
governments-which was confirmed by the Recommendation No. 1 
of the Second Session of the General Assembly of the League - 
in promoting health and well-being by providing primary health 
care in line with the principles and tasks of the Red Cross,

noting the necessity of further developing community 
services of National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
in order to meet the needs of the population taking into 
account local socio-economic conditions,

sharing the position of the WHO, that the main social 
task of governments and health bodies in the coming decades 
should be the attainment by all people of such a level of 
health which would allow them to lead a socially and econo
mically productive life,

stressing the importance of primary health care as the 
main factor of achieving the goal "health for all by the year 
2000",

recommends the National Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies to consider the development of Primary Health Care 
a main task in the field of medico-social activities, paying 
special attention to those elements and directions of these 
activities which meet their national needs,
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recommehds the National Societies to broaden as far 
as possible interregional and intrarégional cooperation in 
setting up and improving community services through the 
exchange of experiences, personnel and information,

reguests the League Secretariat to ensure elaboration 
of regional strategies and programmes for developing primary 
health care as an integral part of the strategy for the 
development of National Societies,

requests all governments to take into account in 
formulating their countries health strategies the potentials 
of their National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and 
assist them in practical way in the preparation and implement
ation of Primary Health Care programmes.
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Involvement of Volunteers in Red Cross Community Services

XXIVTH International Conference of the Red Cross,

having taken note of Recommendation No. 7 of the 1st session 
of the League General Assembly 1979, ...... .....

recalling resolutions No. XV and XVII of the XXIII International 
Conference of the Red Cross which have defined the Red Cross 
role in medico-social activities of National Societies,

stresses the importance of the role of the volunteer in 
all Red Cross activities,

urges National Societies and the League to provide every 
facility for basic orientation, training and superv.is.ion of 
volunteers, to involve volunteers and users of servicesto 
actively participate in the planning and management of’ 
services, and ensuring that professionals and volunteers 
work in a complementary manner,

request Governments to give every possible support in 
enabling National Societies to utilize volunteers to the 
greatest benefit of the community.
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Integrated Approach to Community Services

The XXIVth International Conference of the Red Cross:

- Taking note of the Report on the Integration of Red 
Cross activities in Community Services as a follow up to 
Resolutions XV and XVII of the XXIII International Conference

Stressing the importance of a close cooperation between 
governments and National Societies in order to implement 
National Development Plans

Noting with satisfaction the awareness of the need for 
intersectoral collaboration in order to meet the needs of 
the community

RECOMMENDS that all efforts be made both within the National 
Societies and the League Secretariat to further implement 
an intersectoral approach to their work notably through 
joint projects and joint seminars.
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"Development of National Societies in the contexts
of National Development Plan"

The XXIVth International Conference of the Red Cross,
Having taken note of the General Assembly's deliberations and 
decisions regarding the future "Strategy for the Development 
of National Societies",
Sharing the concern of the General Assembly about the need 
for a realistic Red Cross Development Strategy,
Being aware that the strengthening of the organizational and 
operational capacity of the National Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies of the developing countries is a pre
requisite to their primary health care, preparedness for 
situations of natural disasters and of armed conflicts 
including relief as well as participation in other service 
programmes for their communities and concurring with the 
other views expressed by the General Assembly,
Recognizing the need for co-operation between the League, 
the ICRC, the National Societies, the governments and other 
organizations, both governmental and non-governmental,
Invites governments and other organizations to co-operate 
with the Red Cross movement by supporting its efforts to 
develop self-reliant and capable National Societies in 
all countries.
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CODE OF ETHICS FOR BLOOD DONATION AND TRANSFUSIÓN

The 24th International Conference of the*Red Cross
Recalling the important role played by the Red Cross 

Societies in the national blood programmes, in particular 
in the promotion of voluntary, non-remunerated blood donation;

r Referring to resolution 28.72 of the World Health 
(Geneva 1975) on the "utilization and supply of human blood 
and blood products"; resolution of the General Assembly of 
the International Society of Blood Transfusion (Montreal ' 
1980) requiring its members to improve the ethical, medical 
and technical standards of blood transfusion practice to 
the best of their ability in accordance with the Code of 
Ethics of this Society as well as to previous recommendations 
adopted by the governing bodies of the International Red 
Cross;

Noting the approval of the Code of Ethics of the 
International Society of Blood Transfusion by the International 
Group of Red Cross Blood Transfusion Experts and by the Second 
Session of the General Assembly of the League of Red Cross 
Societies;

Recognising the necessity of ensuring the best possible 
protection of blood donors and recipients; / '

Approves the following Code of Ethics of the Inter
na tional Society of Blood Transfusion and urges all National 
Red Cross Societies to communicate it to their respective 
health authorities in view of its application and to disse
minate it as widely as possible:

CODE OF ETHICS
I. The Donor

1. Blood donation, shall, in all circumstances, be volun
tary; no pressure of any kind must be brought to bear 
upon the donor.
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a) the information to be given to the donor about 
any drugs, injected and about the risks connected * 
with the procedure,

b) the nature of any additional tests to be carried 
out on the donor,

c) the number of sessions within a given time frame.
11. Deliberate immunisation of donors by any foreign antigen 

with the aim of obtaining products with a specific diag
nostic or therapeutic activity should be the subject ' 
of special regulations that would specify;
a) the information to be given to the donor about thé 

substance injected and the risks involved,
b) the nature of any additional tests which have to 

be carried out on the donor.
vr

N.B. The purpose of the special regulations in items 9, 10 
and 11 above is to safeguard the donor. After being told 
about the nature of the operation and the risks involved, 
a statement of informed consent must be signed by the donor. 
For donors immunised against red cell antigens, a special “ 
card should indicate the antibodies and specific details 
as to the appropriate blood to be used in case the donors 
need to be transfused.

12. The donor must be protected by adequate insurance against 
the risks inherent in the donation of -blood, plasma or 
cells, as well as the risks of immunisation.

II. The Recipient
13. The object of transfusion is to ensure for the recipient 

the most efficient therapy compatible with maximum 
safety.

14. Before any transfusion of blood or blood products, a 
written request, signed by a physician or issued under ' 
his responsibility must be made, which specifies the 
identity of the recipient and the nature and quantity



4

of the substances to be administered.
15. Except for the emergency use of type 0 blood or red blood 

cells, every red cell transfusion necessitates prelimi
nary blood grouping tests on the recipient, and compa
tibility tests between the donor and the recipient.

16. Before administration, one must verify that blood and 
blood products are correctly identified and that the 
expiry date has not been passed. The recipient’s 
identity must be verified.

17. The actual transfusion must be given under the respon
sibility of a physician.

18. In case of a reaction during or after the injection of 
blood or blood products, appropriate investigations 
may be required to ascertain the origin of the reaction 
and to prevent its recurrence. A reaction may require 
the interruption of -the transfusion.

19. Blood and blood products must not be given unless there 
is genuine therapeutic need. There must be no financial 
motivation on the- part of either the prescriber or of 
the establishment where the patient is treated.

20. Whatever their financial resources, all patients must 
be able to benefit from the administration of human 
blood or blood products, subject only to their 
availability.

21. As far as possible the patient should receive only that 
particular component (cells, plasma, or plasma derivatives) 
that is needed. To transfuse whole blood into a patient who 
requires.only part of it may deprive other patients of 
necessary components, and may carry some additional
risks to the recipient.

22. Owing to the human origin of blood and to the limited 
quantities available, it is important to safeguard the • 
interests of both recipient and donor by avoiding 
abuse or waste.



23. The optimal use of blood and blood products requires 
regular contact between the physicians who prescribe 
and those who work in blood transfusion centres.

III. - Controls

24. Appropriate controls should be required by the Health 
Authorities to verify that blood transfusion practices 
meet internationally accepted standards and that the 
guidelines or regulations issued in accordance with 
this code are effectively respected.

25. The following should be regularly checked:
a) the proficiency of the staff,
b) the adequacy of the equipment and premises,
c) the quality of methods and reagents, source material 

and finished products.
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The Role of Medical Personnel in the Preparation and Execution
of Red Cross Emergency Medical Actions

The Twenty-fourth International Red Cross Conference,

aware of the great number of armed conflicts and natural disasters 
in which the National Societies, the ICRC,and the League must 
provide emergency medical assistance,
desiring the experience acquired by the Red Cross to be fully 
used in the better preparation of medical personnel and materiel,
mindful of the Red Cross need to obtain for that purpose the 
services of experienced members of the health professions for 
the analysis of needs and for the planning, co-ordination, 
conduct and appraisal of emergency medical actions,
bearing in mind Resolution XVII of the Twenty-third International 
Red Cross Conference recommending that the skills and knowledge 
of professionals be mobilised in the planning and implementation 
of all humanitarian activities,
recommends the ICRC and the League to improve the instruction 
material to be made available to National Societies and to help 
the National Societies to train personnel for all international 
emergency medical actions,
urges the National Societies to follow the guidelines issued by 
the ICRC and/or the League when making medical personnel and 
materiel available to those two organizations,
recommends each National Society wishing to participate in ICRC 
and League emergency medical actions to use for their preparation 
members of the health professions having the necessary experience 
of emergency medical action who at the end of their assignment 
should be assessed and debriefed,
recommends also each National Society undertaking a medical 
action in a country where neither the ICRC or the League 
is operating to follow the rules and principles evolved by 
the International Red Cross and to confide the planning and 
conduct of the action to experienced members of the health 
profession,
requests all National Societies to participate in Red Cross 
national and international development programmes for 
emergency medical action.
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--INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF DISABLED PERSONS .......

The Twenty-fourth International Red Cross Conference,

considering that in its Resolution A/31/123 of 16 December 
1976 the General Assembly of the United Nations decided to 
proclaim the year 1981 the "International Year of Disabled 
Persons", ......

noting with satisfaction that the same resolution stresses 
the importance of the success of the said Year of active 
participation by non-governmental organizations at the 
national and international levels,

being convinced that ail the objectives proposed under the 
motto of this year "full integration and participation" are 
compatible with Red Cross activities and correspond to its 
humanitarian desire to promote health and wellbeing-,

remembering the interest taken by the Red Cross movement in 
cooperation. with . ie disabled and their organizations, in 
education and training of disabled making them self reliant., 
by using their own resources in the daily life,

noting the results obtained by the ICRC in helping the most 
disadvantaged, disabled persons by the use of knowledge and 
technology appropriate to local conditions and by making use 
of the participation of the disabled themselves in the project,

invites National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, the 
League and the ICRC tc pursue and develop the cooperation 
with the disabled,

expresses the hope that governments will intensify their 
efforts tc- support National Societies, the League and the - 
ICRC in their activities in aid of the disabled,

recommends that a special fund to be jointly administered by 
the ICRC and the League be formed in aid of the disabled and 
to promote the implementation in accordance with the principle 
of self-reliance of durable projects to aid disabled persons.


