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INTRODUCTION

At the XXIIIrd International Conference of the Red Cross (Bucharest 
1977), the following persons were elected members of the Standing 
Commission of the International Red Cross:

Dr.A. Abu Goura
Mr. Rito Alcantara 
Professor W, Ludwig 
Sir Evelyn Shuckburgh 
Mr, Kai Warras

(Jordan)
(Senegal)
(German Democratic Republic)
(United Kingdom)
(Finland)

In conformity with the Statutes of the International Red Cross, the 
ICRC and the League each appointed two officials to represent them on 
the Commission:

ICRC Mr. A. Hay, President of the ICRC
Mr. J. Pictet, Vice-President of the ICRC
(Mr. R. Pestalozzi, Vice-President of the ICRC, 

replaced Mr. Pictet on the latter’s retirement)

LEAGUE Justice J. A. Adefarasin, President of the League 
Mr. Ranganathan (Indian Red Cross), appointed as 

Second Representative of the League. He was 
replaced until 1979 by Tunku Tan Sri Mohamed 
(Malaysian Red Crescent).

At the First Session of the General Assembly, Mr. Soehanda Ijas (Indonesian 
Red Cross) was appointed as the League’s second member, replacing Tunku 
Tan Sri Mohamed who retired from the Commission.

On 21 October 1977, the Commission appointed Sir Evelyn Shuckburgh as 
Chairman, Professor W. Ludwig as Vice-Chairman and Mrs. Y. Camporini 
(League) as Secretary of the Commission.

In the course of the past four years, the Commission, which meets in 
principle twice a year, has examined several questions of importance to 
the Movement as a whole. The main subjects were the following:
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I. MANDATE OF THE COMMISSION „

According to the Statutes of the International Red Cross, the Standing 
Commission, besides its specific function connected with the Inter
national Conference, is primarily a co-ordinating and harmonizing body 
intended to settle all disputes that might arise in the Red Cross 
Movement, particularly between the ICRC and the League. It also has 
the task, subject to the final decision of the Conference, to ’’take 
any measures which circumstances demand". The Commission' considers 
that, in the accomplishment" of these duties, it constitutes a supportive 
and conciliatory body intended to be useful, but not obstrusive, ready 
to render service, but not to interfere in the activities of the 
principal Red Cross Institutions. The Standing Commission is glad to 
note that during the period under review it has not been called on to 
settle any difference between the ICRC and the League. The Chairman 
of the Standing Commission has been in regular contact with the 
Presidents of the ICRC and the League and meetings of the three 
Presidents have been held according to need and in conformity with the 
Statutes of the International Red Cross.

One subject always appears on the agenda; of the Commission: the pre
paration of the next International Conference and of the Council of 
Delegates. This duty, and particularly the drawing up of the agendas 
of these two bodies, gives the Commission the opportunity to allocate 
the subjects for debate, and thus contribute to the avoidance of 
overlapping and loss of time.

The Commission is regularly informed on the monthly Joint ICRC/LEAGUE 
Statutory Meetings at which questions of common interest to the two 
institutions are dealt with.

II. FOLLOW-UP TO THE XXIIIrd INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

After exchanges of experiences and consultations following the 
XXIIIrd International Conference, the Commission supported the idea 
of seeking means of shortening the duration of the meetings held on 
the occasion of the Conference. It also adopted the following guide
lines concerning observers at the Conference:
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(a) National Societies in process of formation

"If it is apparent that a National Society in process of 
formation can qualify for recognition in the foreseeable 
future, it shall be invited to attend with observer status 
and its name shall be included among the observers under 
the heading "National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
in process of formation.”

Cb) National Societies not capable of fulfilling the ten 
conditions for recognition in the foreseeable future

The Commission concludes: "If the, applicant claims to 
observe the fundamental principles of the Red Cross and 
maintains substantial working relations with the ICRC or 
the League, the Standing Commission may at its discretion 
invite it to the International Conference with observer 
status. Its name will then be included under "Other 
Observers", following the heading "National Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies in process of formation-”

III. PREPARATION OF THE XXIVth INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE RED CROSS

In conformity with Decision No. Ill of the XXIIIrd International Confer
ence of the Red Cross (Bucharest 1977), the Commission fixed the place 
and the date of the XXIVth International Conference at its meeting in 
May 1978.

After consideration of the invitations received, the Commission decided 
to accept the invitation of the Philippine National Red Cross and hold 
the XXIVth International Conference of the Red Cross in Manila in 
November 1981.

Since its meeting in October 1978, the Commission has turned its atten
tion to preparations for the XXIVth Conference with representatives of 
the Philippine National Red Cross being present. It has on several 
occasions studied the draft agenda of the Council of Delegates and of 
the Conference as well as the list of members of the Conference and 
observers.
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For the first time, the Chairman of the Commission, on the decision 
of its members, sent the draft agenda for the Conference to National 
Societies in October 1980 in order to have their comments before the 
document was sent with the letter of convocation by the host National 
Society.

Finally, in the interval between the two Conferences, the Standing 
Commission has co-operated.in the preparation of the meeting of the 
Council of Delegates held in Geneva in 1979.

IV. AWARD OF THE HENRY-DUNANT NEPAL

In 1979, at the Session of the Council of Delegates, the Standing 
Commission presented the Henry-Dunant Nedal to the following 
personalities:

Nr. George Aitken, F.C.A., U.D. (Canadian Red Cross) 
Hrs. Leslie Barry (Irish Red Cross)
Sir Geoffrey Newman-Norris (Australian Red Cross)
Nrs. Louise Henriette N.A. Van Overeen-Ziegenhart

(The Netherlands Red Cross)

The Commission decided to confer the Henry-Dunant Nedal, posthumously 
and in addition to the number provided for in the regulations, on the 
following Delegates and Collaborators of the ICRC:

Nr. Louis Gaulis
Nr. André Tièche
Nr. Alain Bieri
Nr. Charles Chatora

Finally, it was also decided to award the Henry-Dunant Nèdal, posthumous
ly and in addition to the number' provided for in the regulations, to:

Nr. José Dolores Estrade Granizo
Nr. Hervin Alberto Flores Salazar,

first-Aiders of the Nicaraguan Red Cross, killed during the troubles 
in Nicaragua.
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In 1961, the Commission considered several candidatures and awarded 
the Henry-Dunant Medal tos

Mr. M. BORSINGER , (ICRC)
Mrs. K. DJORDJEVIC (Red Cross of Yugoslavia) (posthumously)
Mrs. A. ISSA-EL-KHOURY (Lebanese Red Cross)
Mr. I. REYES ICABALCETA (Nicaraguan Red Cross)

V. OTHER ACTIVITIES

(a) Revision of the Regulations for the Henry-Dunant Medal

Taking into consideration a memorandum drawn up by Mr. J. Pictet 
concerning the Regulations for the Henry-Dunant Medal, the Com
mission decided to undertake the revision of the Regulations and 
submit it for adoption at the XXIVth International Conference.

A draft of the revised Regulations was adopted by the Commission 
and will be Item 10 on the Agenda of Commission II of the 
Conference.

(b) Use of the term International Conference” for Red Cross 
meetings

After having taken note of a report prepared by the Secretariats 
of the ICRC and the League, the Commission decided that the term 
"International Conference of the Red Cross” would be reserved 
exclusively for the statutory meetings of the supreme body of 
the International Red Cross.

The ICRC and the League, at the request of the Commission, 
informed National Societies of this decision.

(c) Status of National Societies in their own country

Following the concern expressed at the meeting of the Executive 
Council by the President of the Norwegian Red Cross, the Standing 
Commission studied the question of the independence of National 
Societies with regard to the public authorities of their own 
country.
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Having taken note of a statistical analysis prepared by the 
Secretariats of the ICRC and the League on the procedures for 
the election of presidents of National Societies, the Standing 
Commission reaffirmed that the National Societies must have 
sufficient independence to be able to conform in all circum
stances with the Basic Principles of the Red Cross in all their 
activities, and it requested the Joint ICRC/League Commission 
on the Statutes of National Societies to continue its work, 
concerning itself especially with this aspect of the question.

(d) Structure of International Conferences of the Red Cross

At its session in April 1980, the Standing Commission questioned 
the nature and the structures of the International Conference.
It asked the ICRC and the League to set up a Joint Working Group 
to follow up its thoughts on this subject. After acquainting 
themselves on two occasions with the opinion of the Working Group, 
the Commission gave consideration to the following points:

1. Frequency of the Conference

Concerning the frequency of the Conference, the Commission 
considered, in agreement with the Working Group, that it 
would be preferable to "dissociate” the actual Conference 
from the. General. .Assembly of. the...League during which 
elections would be held. .......

The Standing Commission recommends to the XXIVth Interna
tional Conference that the XXVth International Conference 
be held in 198S, in other words, five years after the 
XXIVth International Conference. This arrangement would 
not entail any change in the Statutes of the International 
Red Cross. Furthermore, the frequency of the Conference 
could afterwards return to the normal interval.

2, Place of the Conference
■I • 7 .. - :■ ! ‘ . • - ■'

While recognizing the value of holding conferences in 
different parts of the world, the Standing Commission feels 
that holding the Conference in Geneva would have considerable 
advantages. It therefore recommends that the Conference be 
held sometimes in Geneva.
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3, Number of Conference Commissions

After having heard the comments of the members of the 
Commission and the report of the Working Group on the 
number of Conference Commissions, the Standing Commis
sion did not take a decision on this point which might 
be taken up again when preparing the XXVth Conference.

VI. OTHER QUESTIONS

The Commission on several occasions examined the question of assist
ance to Red Cross volunteers victims of accidents or violence during 
their service.

The Secretariats of the ICRC and the League gave the Commission infor
mation on the steps taken in this respect and the Commission expressed 
the wish that the Council of the Maurice de Madre Fund be requested to 
study the possibility of enlarging the scope of its activities in order 
to help these categories of victims or their families.
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