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Resolution XXII

INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE CHILD

The Resolution on the International Year of the Child which was 
adopted by the XXIIIrd International Conference of the Red Cross invited the 
League to participate in the International Year of the Child and recommended 
that the League Secretariat co-operate to a greater extent internationally 
with UNICEF, which was the lead agency for the year. -

It also recommended that Red Cross/Red Crescent (and Red J_ion and 
Sun] Societies contribute to the work of the National Commissions which were 
set up by governments.

The Resolution was met by an overwhelming response from the National 
Societies. National Societies carried out a wide range of activities to the
benefit of children in all parts of the world, 
the IYC a success. .;■_ ........

thus contributing to making

The involvement of the League Secretariat may be described as twofold. 
One aspect of its work was to relay infromation to the National Societies from 
the IYC Secretariat and the NGO/IYC Co-ordinating Committee. The other aspect 
of its involvment covered both participation in IYC working groups, NGO/IYC 
Co-ordinating Committee meetings and attendance at various congresses, conferences 
and symposiums, as well as producing information material.

I. National Societies' Activities

At the invitation of the League. Secretariat; some 70 National’Societies 
have provided information on their plans of action and their evaluation of 
their IYC activities. .. .. . .....J'.. ...

This data has been collated and based on this information the League 
Secretariat has published an evaluation report and a compendium on Red Cross/ 
Crescent IYC activities (see further description p. 5]\

Wide Range of IYC Activities

Since the condition of children vary so much from one country to 
another there was a wide range of Red Cross/Crescent activities during the IYC. 
The majority of the projects can -be classified as health and social service 
projects, education, recreation and information to the public. Many National 
Societies also had fund-raising campaigns and a few Societies' undertook studies 
or were active in legislative work.
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p.any National Societies Focused on Handicapped Children

The Resolution on IYC recommended that the League Secretariat help 
National Societies establish long-term programmes for child welfare with emphasis 
on the priority needs for underprivileged and handicapped children. With this 
background it was especially encouraging to see that many National Societies, 
both in developing and industrialized countries, had carried out a great number 
of projects aimed at improving the.conditions of handicapped children. By 
handicapped children we mean physically handicapped, mentally disabled and socially 
deprived children.

A number of National Societies underlined the need for a follow-up of 
the projects that were started during the IYC and many Societies have tried to 
follow-up by making a link between the IYC and the International Year of 
Disabled Persons.

Evaluation of the IYC by the National Societiss

It is a general impression that most National Societies found the IYC 
very worthwhile. In their evaluation reports it was often said that the IYC 
has made people, including members of National Societies, more aware of the 
needs of children and that the IYC has made both governments and NGO focus much 
more on the conditions of children than they did before. However, many Red Cross/ 
Crescent Societies stressed that the IYC was just the beginning of a process that 
must go on in the years to come if the millions of children who lack the basic 
necessities are going to have a descent life.

II. League Secretariat’s Activities

1. League Secretariat Task Force

To co-ordinate the League's different activities during the IYC a 
special Secretariat Task Force was set up. It was composed of 
representatives of the different bureaux involved in the Year.

2. NGO/IYC Co-ordinating Group

The League was elected as one of the six members of the NGO/IYC 
Co-ordinating Group at the meeting of the NGO/IYC Committee held 
in New York on 27 and 28 June 1977. In this capacity the League 
participated in the New York meetings through its permanent 
representative. In the meetings in Geneva it was represented by 
members of the League Secretariat.

1
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3. Working Groups set up by the NGO/IYC Committee

The League participated in three Working Groups set up by the
NGO/IYC Committee on the following subjects:

- Handicapped Child

- Rights of the Child

- Education.

As regards the Working Group on the Handicapped Child, the League 
provided information on this subject from National Societies.

As a follow-up of this group the NGO Committee on UNICEF has set up a 
Sub-Committee on the Disabled Child. The League is a member of this 
Committee and the Permanent Representative of the League in New York 
participates on a regular basis at these meetings.

4. Participation in IYC Meetings

Symposium on Uprooted Children in Racine, Wisconsin, U.S.A.
November 1978

The League was represented at the Symposium, which was convened by the 
Committee of Non-Governmental Organizations for the International 
Year of the Child (NGO/IYC Committee), with the assistance of the 
United States Committee for UNICEF, in co-operation with the Johnson 
Foundation. The participants in the Symposium were selected for their 
special experience with migrant children in both receiving and sending 
countries of Europe and North America.

International Fleeting on "The Child as Teacher -
The World as Learner;

The League was represented at an international seminar on "The Child 
as Teacher - The World as Learner" which was organized by the 
Catholic Child Bureau. In the meeting the role of the child as a 
teacher was clearly highlighted with regard to the cultural, 
religious, socio-economic and pedagogic areas.

5. Information to National Societies

The following material was made available to the National Societies:
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a. Material produced_by._the_League_Secretariat

-No. 8/1978 of Panorama, which devoted its front page and 
the four inside pages to the International Year of the Child. 
These four pages on "Red Cross and Children" contain a 
declaration by the President of the League:

- poster for the International Year of the Child issued on 
World Red Cross Day

- the co-produced film (in 16mm and 35mm versions)
"For a Child’s Smile", showing the suffering of children 
all over the world and the Red Cross role in relieving it

- radio programmes on the International Year of the Child
in French, Spanish and Arabic, made jointly with a group of 
short-wave producers

- every number of Panorama in 1978 carried news of National 
Societies’ work for the International Year of the Child

~ number 1 of Social Welfare News Sheet (December 1979) was 
devoted to the IYC

- a special issue of Youth Newsletter (XVI/79) was published 
on IYC. ..

A number of articles were published in the Nursing News in 1979. 
The articles dealt with the following topics:

- ’!The Child from conception to the age of 6" .

- "The impact of social problems on child development"

- "The work of the public health nurse for small children and 
its opportunities, for prophylaxis”

- "Present trends and policy in training paediatric nurses”.

Study_on the living conditions_and development_of children in 
£ural_areas

During its XVIIth session, the Health and Social Service Advisory 
Committee of the League decided to undertake a study on living 
conditions and development of children in rural areas. This was 
done in response to a request from the European IYC Secretariat.

; In order to facilitate the task of the National Societies, the 
League in co-operation with the Spanish Red Cross formulated a 
questionnaire which could be used by the National Societies and 
their local branches.

A report on the study was sent to the National Societies in 
Europe, the European IYC Secretariat and the NGD/IYC Secretariat 
in July 1980.
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Eyaluation_Report_and_Comgendium on Red_Cross/Crescent IYC 
Activities

Upon the invitation of the League some 70 National Societies 
provided the League with either their plan of action or their 
evaluation of their IYC activities.

On the basis of this information the League prepared an 
evaluation report which was sent to all the National Societies 
and the NGO/IYC Committee in Nay I960.

As the evaluation report had to be in a summary form the League 
Secretariat has also published a compendium which contains much 
more detailed information on the wide range of Red Cross/ 
Crescent activities during the IYC. The compendium has been 
sent to all National Societies. It is hoped that it will be 
useful in passing on ideas to sister Societies that wish to 
establish new activities to the benefit of children, thus 
contributing to a follow-up to the Year of the Child.

b. Information from the IYC Secretariat

To keep the National Societies informed on the IYC activities 
of other NGOs, National Commissions and UN Agencies, the League 
Secretariat regularly sent out the IYC Report, a bulletin of 
the NGO/iyc Secretariat. The IYC report was published in six 
languages: English, French, Spanish, German, Arabic and Thai.

Another publication that was sent regularly to National Societies 
was Ideas Forum. Ideas Forum was published by the European IYC 
Secretariat and was described as the "Information link between 
the IYC Secretariat, IYC National Commisstions and NGOs”. It 
was published in French and English.
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FOLLOW-UP TO RESOLUTION XIX: RED CROSS AND YOUTH

This Resolution encourages National Societies and the League in 
collaboration with the ICRC to improve leadership training, to continue their 
efforts to motivate the greatest number of young people to become active members 
of the Red Cross by providing them with opportunities to participate fully in 
its work, to promote on a larger scale opportunities for them to exchange ideas 
and experiences at the international level, and to intensify Red Cross educational 
programmes for children, adolescents and young adults, whether they attend school 
or not.

. The following action has been taken:

a) Under the auspices of the League's Development programme, the Youth
Bureau has over the last few years held the following sub-regional 
and regional Training Courses for Red Cross Youth Instructors and 
Leaders. There have been followed up in many cases by national 
courses held and organized by National Societies:

1977-1978

AFRICA (for 27 National Societies]:*
. For French-speaking Societies in Porto Novo, Benin, 1977;

, For English-speaking Societies of Eastern and Central Africa,
Lusaka, Zambia, 1978;

, For English-speaking Societies of West Africa, in Accra, Ghana, 1978.

AMERICA [for 15 National Societies]

• For National Societies of the Central Zone, in San José,
Costa Rica, 1977;

. For National Societies of the Bolivar Countries, in Cali, Colombia,
1977;

. For National Societies of the Southern Cone, in Montevideo,
Uruguay 1977;

1979-1980

AFRICA-AMERICA

. Afro-Brazilian Training Course at Teresopolis, Brazil, for
15 Societies, 1980;



NORTH AFRICA AND MIDDLE EAST

. Training course for 10 National Societies in Tripoli; Libya, 1979;

AMERICA

. For National Societies of the Caribbean in Georgetown, Guyana for 
seven National Societies, 1978;

bj Besides the Training Courses, a number of specialized seminars were
held on different themes of interest to Red Cross Youth. Among them:

"The Red Cross and the problem of drug abuse among young people" 
(Rome, Italy), a European meeting attended by 16 National Societies;

"European Red Cross Youth Leadership Training Seminar" (Wegimont,. 
Belgium), attended by 19 National Societies;

"Red Cross Youth and the protection of the environment" 
(Bad Hofgastein, Austria), a European Seminar attended by 
11 National Societies;

"Red Cross Youth and International Understanding" (Molkom, Sweden), 
attended by 10 National Societies, etc.

c) To implement the last sub-paragraph of Resolution XIX, the League’s
Youth Bureau provided support to the following international meetings 
and exchange of Red Cross Youth:

1977-1978

Camp for the handicapped (Haraldvangen, Norway); 
Centenary Camp (Liperi, Finland); 
Balkan Camp (Sozopol, Bulgaria);
European First Aid Competition (Heidelberg,

Federal Republic of Germany);
Gumbooya (Sidney, Australia);
International Meeting (Barnett Hill, United Kingdom); 
International Study on Friendship Camp (Langenlois, Austria); 
Work Camp (Warsaw, Poland);
Jubilee Camp (Seoul, Republic of Korea).

1979-1980

International Year of the Child Camp (Leinvaros, Hungary); 
Rwanda-Uganda RCY meeting (Kigali, Rwanda);
Camp for the handicapped (Haraldvangen, Norway);
Illrd Argentinian-Uruguayan Meeting (Piriapolis, Uruguay); 
Gumbooya International Camp (Melbourne, Australia); 
International Work Camp (Amman, Jordan);
VUIth International Competition (Hamburg, 

Federal Republic of Germany).
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This system of organizing, carrying out and co-operating in national 
sub-regional and regional courses for the development of Red Cross 
Youth is being continued.

dj The League's Youth Bureau has organized and promoted study visits
for Youth leaders of various National Societies. These study visits 
have included the Geneva institutions of the Red Cross, visits to 
other National Societies and participation in their work and 
programmes.

At all times exchanges have been encouraged between young RCY 
instructors of outstanding ability, whom the Bureau has employed as 
delegates to organize national or regional events in co-operation 
with sister Societies.

e] The League's Youth Bureau has sought to intensify educational
programmes in and out of schools and has given the National Societies 
technical or financial help whenever possible and in co-operation 
with the ICRC in carrying out programmes for this purpose.

The League would continue its efforts to encourage RCY activities on 
the lines followed hitherto and to promote them still further 
whenever possible and necessary.

P.7962/ml


