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THE RED CROSS CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS A BETTER HUMAN ENVIRONMENT

INTRODUCTION

The XXIIIrd International Conference of the Red Cross in Bucharest 
(October 19771 passed a resolution recommending that National Societies in 
developing their traditional activities, ensure that future plans include 
public health and environmental education and training of personnel whenever 
such measures have not yet been taken, or as well as the supplementing of 
existing programmes, in close co-operation with governmental and non-govern
mental organization working for the same objective.

Historial background

The Red Cross since its creation has been involved directly or/and 
indirectly with public health and human environment, for the promotion of 
protection and elimination of human suffering in case of calamities and as 
well as in day to day activities.

It is evident that the main responsibilities for the environment are 
in the hands of governments and their international, regional, national and 
local authorities. But not always all problems can be solved by building up 
services controlling legislation and other measures without participation of 
the community.

Moreover, for more than ten years the Red Cross has been more 
positively involved in environmental problems, trying to clarify its auxiliary 
role in this matter.

In the early seventy's the protection of the environment and human 
ecology become a worldwide acute problem to which Red Cross did not remain 
indifferent.

The League took an active part in the trail-blazing UN Conference 
on Environment in Stockholm where its Secretary General took part as a 
Convener in organising the support of non-government organisations - and 
also in the follow-up of these events at several occasions.

Since 1970, at international level the Red Cross role in the environ
ment has been emphasised,- at international Red Cross meetings, the League’s 
Health and Social Service Advisory Committee in 1968, 1972, 1976; the 
European Regional Conference in 1971, National Societies have been asked to 
participate actively in environmental improvement. In similar regional Red 
Cross meetings like the Inter-American Conference (1974} and Seventh Conference 
of Arab Red Crescent and Red Cross Societies (1979), the environment has been 
discussed as a main topic.
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Also the World Red Cross Conference on Peace (Belgrade 1975) 
stressed that "the tasks of the Red Cross to improve environment are of a 
major importance". In 1976 (Budapest), the sub-Commission of the Environment 
of the Health and Social Service Advisory Committee presented suggestions for 
Red Cross action in this field.

Based on those deliberations and proposals, the Highest Red Cross 
body - the International Conference of the Red Cross - passed resolutions 
strongly appealing to National Societies to participate in worldwide efforts 
for the protection and improvement of the human environment (Resolutions of 
1973 and 1977).

It is necessary to recall the initiatives of some of the National 
Societies which have been promising some activities in the protection of the 
environment.

The Finnish Red Cross - at its initiative and in collaboration with 
the National Societies of Denmark, Federal Republic of Germany, German 
Democratic Republic, Poland, Sweden and U.S.S.R. launched a Baltic Sea project 
with the objective of co-ordinating action for keeping the sea free from 
pollution. (Unfortunately for the economic reasons it was not possible to 
continue the work).

The Republic of Korea National Red Cross developed a five year plan 
to fight against the diseases of filariosis through health education and 
medical treatment.

The Polish Red Cross in collaboration with the Ministry of Education 
worked out a long-term programme of education on environment protection beased 
on Youth Red Cross school group activities.

The Swedish Red Cross introduced a drug abuse education and re
habilitation programme.

The Peruvian Red Cross established a Community Education Plan for 
the improvement of home life in the slums and less priviledged communities.

THE PRESENT NATIONAL SOCIETIES ACTIVITIES

Based on information gathered from the response to the League 
Secretariat circular letter' to all National Societies (May 1976) concerned 
with implementation of the Resolution XXI of the XXIIIrd International 
Conference of the Red Cross, it is possible to present very encouraging and 
stimulating examples of National Societies activities which are contributing 
to a better human environment.
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The' Austrian Red Cross

The Austrian Junior Red Cross on the basis of its own experience in 
environment education programmes for young people which have been worked out 
in collaboration with University Institutes, decided to organize; in co
operation with the Austrian Federal Institute for Audio-Visual Media and the 
Austrian Society of Environment Conservation and Protection, an International 
seminar on common education programmes for the protection and improvement of 
the human environment entitled "OEKO - HUMANA 1980", sinsBsd'tHirf&a^tein, from 
April 28 to May 3, i960. Among the participants were representations from the 
following European National Societies Youth. Sainim- Federal Republic, 
German Democratic Republic, Cyprus (non-recognispd NSj, France, Great Britain, 
Hungary, Norway, Poland, Spain, Sweden and Austria.

The Bulgarian Red Cross .

The Bulgarian Red Cross has a valuable programme rich in content on 
environment problems. '

Parallel to the governmental efforts on improvement of the environment, 
the Bulgarian Red Cross concentrates its activities in the field.of education 
and training of volunteers in relation to ecology. About 30 % of all training 
courses and activities are dedicated to the protection of the environment among 
adults, as well as youth. Each year, 25,000 volunteers from different walks 
of life are trained in aspects for the protection of nature. Many of them 
are serving as public inspectors assisting in contiolling the environment in 
their communities or places of work. Moreover, films, radio, TV and newspapers 
are used as media to influence public participation in the protection of nature. 
Each year during the month of May, the Bulgarian Red Cross volunteers are 
participating in different activities aiming at nature protection.

In the beginning of April each year, a week for the planting the 
trees is organised all over the country. Red Cross Youth, ages 11 to 15, 
participate actively in the national movement entitled "My country, a flower 
garden". In this movement other youth organisations are taking part. The 
Bulgarian Red Cross co-operates with governmental and non governmental agencies 
and organisations in the protection of nature.

The Canadian Red Cross Society

The Canadian Red Cross Society in the implementation of the above 
mentioned resolution (page 3] on Environment has worked out a programme for 
Red Cross Youth across the country and for this purpose prepared several 
publications for teachers including school students composed of Teachers’ 
handbook, Activity booklet, Eco-Logft chart, Eco-Geme, dosters and supplementary 
material. The aims of the programmes are to create an understanding of the 
environment, to show how changes affect interrlationships within the environment, 
to help develop an appreciation of and concern for the environment, to help 
recognise the need for positive action in-conservation of the environment.

1.;
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The publications produced by the Canadian Red Cross Society are 
worthy of note.

Teacher*s'Handbook is composed of a brief outline of objectives with 
specific teaching approaches for these objectives; a glossary of environmental 
terms, concepts for guide reference, a bibliography and resource list.

Activity Booklet contains concise outlines and suggestions with 
accompanying illustrations for a variety of activities, including discussion 
"Kick offs”, role playing ideas, team and individual games, projects, experiments 
and follow-ups to class excursions. Each activity is designed to help students 
understand concepts as they apply basic principles in play situations. The 
selection of activities has been developed to add a dimension to the regular 
curriculum and stimulate further interest in the environment. The open 
arrangement of activities allows the teacher to select both the type and topic 
of each activity, and to create his own variations to suit his own programme. 
The environmental education is no longer the sole responsibility of the science 
teacher, and the activities presented are most suitable to an inter-disciplinary 
approach. They may be incorporated into language arts, the physical and social 
sciences, mathematics, geography, civics and art classes as the teacher chooses 
to complement the existing curriculum.

Eco-Loge Chart is a fair-sized colourful poster to help students 
visualize the concept of ecosystems as they work through the activities making 
use of and building on the chart.

Eco-Game is a game which challenges the player to make a decision 
about his environment.

The Posters are colourful posters featuring favorite Walt Disney 
characters to stimulate further awarness.

Supplementary Materials. Each province includes useful pamphlets 
and resource list for their area.

THE GERMAN RED CROSS IN FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY

This Society organizes two kind,of activities in respect of the 
protection of the environment;

1, Primary preventive measures: Through the intermediary of teachers 
the National Society endeavours to awaken the schoolchildren’s sense

i of responsibility vis-à-vis their environment and to increase their
awareness on this subject. These activities are carried out by the 
Health Services and Red Cross Youth.

2, Secondary preventive measures; The Red Cross Youth as well as the 
mountain reserve and water safety services are active in the 
destruction of refuse (in towns, in the country and in the woods).
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clean-up of rivers and lakes and nature protection. Each year 
thousands of Red Cross members make themselves available, as 
volunteers- to protect the environment. For example, in 1977, alone 
the Bavarian water safety service carried out some 10,000 actions. 
Again in 1977, it in addition made more than 5,000 nature protection 
surveys out of which more than half gave rise to complaints.

THE GERMAN RED CROSS IN GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

The Council of Ministers of the German Democratic Republic (GDR) has 
the overall responsibility at national level for the central management and 
planning of environmental development and its economic impact in all spheres. 
Within the Council of Ministers the Ministry of Public Health, is in charge of 
all questions related to the protection of the environment and public health. 
This has led to close working relations between the Nationsl Red Cross Society 
and the Ministry of Public Health. Thus the director of the State Hygiene 
Board of this Ministry is a member of the National Society Presidency's 
Commission of Hygiene concern Jig workin/.and I’1 ’ng conditions.

Within the above mentioned commission a working group has been set 
up with a view to the effective participation of the National Society in certain 
problems concerning hygiene, occupational health and protection of the 
environment.

The activities of the National Society concerning the protection of 
the environment are integrated in the relevant State-coordinated measures, laid 
down in specific legal provisions,

The contribution of the National Society in particular covers the 
dissemination of knowledge of~preventive health measures anti promotion of 
hygiene and environmental awareness. In this connection Young Red Cross 
members (Youth First Aiders in secondary schorls- Youth members in schools and 
vocational schools, as well as in industrial buildings and agricultural 
undertakings) play an important part,

Since 1978, the National Society launched a serie of publications 
on Red Cross activities for the protection of environment. These information 
brochures include major experiences and contain practical hints for a Red Cross 
contribution to environmental improvement in line with human health needs. 
The National Society at present is endeavouring, in co-operation with the 
competent Government to set up on every summer camp site its own Red Cross hygiene 
unit for the protection of the environment, in compliance with the hygiene 
regulations in force.

The German Red Cross in GDR is planning to ensure that all aspects 
covering the relations between man and his environment are integrated into all 
Red Cross activities from the point of view of information and practical work.



The Hungarian Red Cross

Based on the Government legislation on protection of the human 
environment (19751, the National Society elaborated a Red Cross programme for 
the improvement of hygiene in human settlements and public places.

In 1977, inspired by the Bucharest resolution, the Hungarian Red Cross 
developed a common programme in collaboration with other organizations whose 
main objective was to protect the environment.

In 1978, the National Society together with other national movements 
launched a programme to cover the country, "For the Protection of our 
Environment and our Health'1. The following tasks were defines:

1. During the implementation of the national five year plan based on 
voluntary Red Cross posts involving the population in human 
settlements, it was involved in improving the environment, particularly 
in maintaining cleanliness.

2. The same tasks have been elaborated for different places of work, for 
example in factories, transport as well as in touristic and holiday 
areas.

3. These activities are designed to provide a basis for the further 
improvement of the environment by protecting all existing public 
parks, plantations of flowers in the streets, etc. In 1978, at the 
occasion of the celebration of the World Day of Environment Protection, 
the Red Cross committee received a commemorative plaque for its 
outstanding activities in the protection of the human environment.

The Red Cross Society of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea

Environment protection is one of the main tasks of the National 
Society. This is because it is accepted as a direct link with activities for 
the protection of human life and the improvement of health.

The Red Cross Society is helping to make the country green. During 
the tree planting months of the spring and the autumn, fruit and oil trees were 
planted in towns, streets, villages, parks, recreation grounds, mountains and 
fields.

This action gave a practical result. For example: the students of 
Pungyang Senior Middle School, in Sinpa country, Ryonggang Province, harvested 
six tons of pine nuts seeds last year alone from 180 hectares of pine nuts 
fields which they planted and looked after.
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The New Zealand Red Cross Society

The National Society indicated that they have not the same problems 
as in other countries, for there are active political pressure groups involved 
in protecting environmental interests. Therefore, the activities of the 
National Society are supplementary to others and are primarily restricted to 
programmes among Red Cross Youth.

The Red Cross Youth members are made aware of factors affecting the 
environment and the resulting repercussions that they have towards a healthy 
and hygienic life. They become involved in environmental programmes such as 
cleaning up beaches and replanting areas destroyed by flies.

The National Society has no formal relationship with environmental 
bodies per se. However, National Society programmes endeavour to take note of 
the environmental needs of the community as part of a comprehensive approach 
to community problems.

The Philippine National Red Cross

The National Society actively assists the health authorities in the 
dissemination of knowledge and the inculcation of nutritional and other health 
principles. It aids in the education of the masses on population control and d 
drug abuse. It promotes an integrated programme of family and community 
welfare which seeks to prevent family désintégration through skills, training 
and other income producing activities for economic productivity.

It has an effective first aid, water safety and accident prevention 
programme in addition to its disaster preparedness and relief activities.

It also helps to bring joy to the aged and the handicapped by a simple 
programme of bringing them out for picnics, drives in the parks and visits to 
interesting places.

The Red Cross Youth participates in national beautification and 
cleanliness projects. They are also engaged in making the highways and communities 
green by providing fruit seedlings and vegetable seeds to schools and the rural 
people.

The Philippine National Red Cross maintains a working relationship 
with Ministry of Health especially in its training programme for primary health 
workers and in bringing primary health care tc rural areas where professional 
health workers are not readily available. Likewise, it works closely with the 
Ministry of Social Services and Development in achieving the national goal for 
countryside development.
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The National Society also co-ordinates with the Ministry of Education 
and Culture and the National Science Development Board the different activities 
undertaken by Youth members in the community. It actively participates in 
the Barangay Self-Help Project under the Ministry of Social Government and 
Community Development by teaching first aid and installing safety consciousness 
in remote areas of the country which are not benefited by organised governmental 
services.

The Sudanese Red Crescent

The Sudanese Red Crescent carried out an information seeking campaign 
in Khartoum among the Red Crescent Youth concerning the protection of environment.

Another campaign was held for the protection of the environment against 
disease caused by mosquitoes, flies and similar insects in a rural area.

A one day campaign was carried out by the Youth of the Red Crescent 
in the north of the Khartoum Province, with the help of the Health Centre of 
the area regarding mother and child care.

It is the intention of the Society to hold extensive public campaigns 
in different areas with the helps of its main branches and in collaboration 
with the health and local authorities of the areas aiming at the promotion of 
the environment.

The National Society has working relationship with the Ministry of 
Health, Ministry of Social Affairs, Ministry of Youth as well as with 
Provincial and local authorities in matters relating to the protection of the 
environment.

Other African National Societies (Mauritania, Upper Volta, Togo) 
in their framework of the Primary Health Care programmes have included 
human environmental aspects as a factor for improvement of health. 
For example, planting trees and making up near the houses gardens with 
vegetable or organising cleaning up of the Red Cross dispensaries 
compounds, etc.

THE ROLE OF THE LEAGUE

Within the League, the various services and units, each within 
their own areas of work, encourage and co-ordinate the work of National 
Societies to promote public health and human environment in all its 
aspects.

In the fields of public health after Alma Ata Conference in 
1978 on Primary Health Care and the International Seminar of Red Cross 
participation in development of Primary Health Care in France 1979, the 
League services through its Plan and Budget for 1978-79 and 1980-81 gave 
priority to developing and strengthening the capacity of National Societies 
in developing countries. Several of these projects were concerned directly 
and indirectly with the improvement of the human environment.
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The appointment of a Nutrition Adviser and Community Health Services 
Adviser brought added dimension to the existing services. However, the League's 
Youth Bureau is very active in this field. The League’s journal, Panorama, 
continues traditionally to publish regularly features on the environment.

On the occasion of the International Year of the Child and the Year 
of the Disabled same aspects of public health and environment have been high
lighted (see other reports on the agenda).

During the first'seminar on International Red Cross Emergency medical 
actions, jointly organised by the ICRC and the League (Ganiva, February 1981) 
important aspects of public health and environment were emphasised as well as 
training of medical personnel requested in epidemiology, hygiene and sanitation, 
nutrition.

The League Secretariat continues its working relationship with 
specialized agencies in this field, mainly with the United Nations Environment 
Programme - specifically created after the Stockholm Conference (1972).

It is important to state here that the League had been invited to 
participate with other non governmental agencies at special session in May 1982 
in celebrating its ten years anniversary of the Stockholm Conference,

Daily contacts with World Health Organization and UNICEF permits the 
League to keep a breast about the developments in common efforts in improvement 
of the health condition of human ;being all over the world.

PERSPECTIVES FOR FURTHER ACTION

The United Nations Development Programme launched in 1981 "the 
International Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation Decade", with the aim, by a 
worldwide co-operative effort, to provide "¿lean water and adequate sanitation 
for all by the year 2000‘'.

Following the facts provided by the Agency there are now more than 
2000 million people in developing countries - about half of the population of 
the world. Some 70 % live in rural areas. At least 50 % are children, or 
young people under the age of 18.

Figures for 1980 indicate that approximately three out of five persons 
in developing countries do not have easy access to safe drinking water. And 
three out of four persons in these countries,have no kind of sanitary facility - 
not even a pit or bucket latrine. Rural areas are most severely affected. 
Approximately 75 % of those living in urban areas in developing countries receive 
some form of safe drinking water, either, through house connections or 
standpipes. But only 29 % of those in rural communities have clean water 
readily accessible.

«
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With regard to sanitation, 53% of the combined urban population of 
developing countries receive adequate services, while only 13% of the 
rural people are served.

According to the World Health Organization (WHO), approximately 80% 
of all sickness and disease may be attributed to inadequate water or sanitation. 
For example:

- Diarrhoea directly kills six million children in developing countries 
every year, and contributes to the death of up to 18 million people.

Trachoma affects some 500 million at any given time, often 
causing blindness.

- Parasitic worms infect nearly one half of the entire population of 
the developing countries, often with very serious consequences. 
For example, 200 million people in 70 countries suffer from the 
debilitating effects of schistosomiasis.

Malaria yearly kills one million children below the age of two in 
Africa, South of the Sahara, alone.

It is not possible to take up other aspects like economic and 
social consequences which are also of great importance to human being. These 
particular problems of drinking water and sanitation require integration with 
other services.

Again, it is clear that the Red Cross movement needs to make a 
major effort to involve community participation in all governmental agencies 
projects, particularly those which are aiming at the improvement of the 
availability of drinking water and sanitation to all people of the world.

CONCLUSION

After a decade of our common effort, one may conclude that the 
results are encouraging.

Several National Societies are looking at environmental problems 
in terms of anti-pollution measures or nature conservancy, keeping always 
their auxiliary role to the governments.

Majority of National Societies are involved in education programmes 
for youth in collaboration with the school authorities.

Opinions are still divided as to whether this is a suitable function 
for Red Cross as many other governmental and non-governmental agencies are 
more active in this field.

Many are concentrating on th* human and social aspects of the 
environment and finding profitable ways of linking this with their 
traditional activities in the fields of health, social and community services.
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Ten years after Stockholm the general situation on the Environment 
front is threatened notably concerning cuts in programmes provoked by the 
difficult economic situation in most countries. But paradoxically, at the 
same time the knowledge about the importance of Environmental activities is 
greater than before because of information from scientists, media, etc.

Within the Red Cross there are, as mentioned, tendencies to be 
careful and not try to enter into fields where other organisations, even 
in the non-governmental group, have done more than the Red Cross. On the 
other hand, within the majority of Societies, one has noted that activities 
to better human environment, in the same way as other modern conceptions 
such as Primary Health Care, have, for a long time, been a part of Red Cross 
in order to create a better life, with better health and better surroundings, 
specifically for young people.

What is important now, at the same time as one makes serious efforts 
to bring Red Cross into harmony with other parts of community services, is 
to see that the Environmental activities, specifically popular among Youth, 
will be co-ordinated with other activities in the same field but with full 
possibilities for the Red Cross to take initiatives and be a pioneer and 
also to break through frontiers between countries - environmental dangers 
do not respect any frontiers.

For this is needed a more energetic and constructive approach, where 
the League could serve as an intermediary, when it concerns ideas, with 
other specialized organisations, and not the least with the UN system.

If more interest and also more work were given to environmental 
issues, which, as mentioned, to a high degree coincide with work for 
Primary Health Care, one can well imagine a more significant Red Cross 
contribution in the future.

P.79B9/1W


