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COMMENTARY TO THE DRAFT REGULATIONS FOR THE HENRY DUNANT MEDAL

In 1963 the Council of Delegates, meeting in Geneva, 
proposed the creation of a Henry Dunant Medal to constitute 
recognition and reward for outstanding merit acquired in Red 
Cross service. Instituted on the initiative of the Australian 
Red Cross, thanks to whose generosity production of the medal 
can be continued, the medal was created by the Twentieth 
International Red Cross Conference (Vienna, 1965) which adop
ted the regulations (Annex I: Resolution XII of the Twentieth 
International Conference) .

The medal is awarded by the Standing Commission which 
has drawn up "Supplementary Criteria for the Award of the 
Henry Dunant Medal" (Annex II). The prime object of revising 
the regulations is to merge in a single document the present 
regulations and the supplementary criteria.

The general principle is to avoid making the rules 
unduly rigid. The revised regulations (Annex III) are simple 
and intended as a guide for the Standing Commission, which 
should have complete freedom to judge each case on its merits. 
The Standing Commission approved the revised draft regulations 
at its meeting in April 1980.

The Standing Commission has retained as valid grounds 
for the award of the medal either an exceptional act or long 
service to the Red Cross, adding the rider that either should 
normally have international connotations. The Commission 
underlines that acts and services, however eminent, performed 
within a National Society should normally be recognized by a 
national award.

The Standing Commission intentionally dropped the 
statement in the present regulations that the medal may be 
awarded to a member of the Red Cross "whatever his rank within 
the movement", as too obvious to need repeating.
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The Standing Commission retained the normal maximum 
of five medals. It is nevertheless free to reduce this number 
or even to make no award at all. Conversely, the revised 
version permits the number to be increased in exceptional 
circumstances. An absolute maximum is not stipulated for the 
very reason that exceptional circumstances are unforeseeable, 
but the spirit of the regulations is clearly that the more 
medals over five are awarded, the more exceptional the 
circumstances are.

The Standing Commission wishes to have power in 
very exceptional cases to award the medal without regard to 
the 2-year interval and perhaps even without holding a plenary 
meeting. When the case is exceptional, procedure must be 
exceptional too: it matters little how the members of the 
Standing Commission are consulted provided they all agree to 
this exceptional measure. There seemed to be no point in 
perpetuating the details of Art. 3 c) of the present regula
tions, as obviously the exceptional procedure is not for 
unexceptional merit. Neither is it any longer necessary to 
provide that an award may be made in addition to the quota, 
as the quota would do no longer exist, the figure of five 
medals being given only as an indication and not as a rigid 
maximum.

The Standing Commission deemed it simple to say 
that posthumous medals could be awarded only to persons who 
had died recently, rather than repeat the supplementary 
criterion that "the medal shall be awarded posthumously 
only to persons who had died since the time limit fixed for 
the submission of nominations for the previous award, and 
provided that death was a direct consequence of a duty carried 
out within the Red Cross". The thing to avoid is the putting 
forward as candidates people who have been dead for a long 
time, like Henry Dunant himself.

On the other hand, it does seem advisable to mention 
to whom applications should be addressed and to centralize 
them in the Secretariat of the Standing Commission.
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The supplementary criteria state "the members, of 
the Standing Commission cannot be awarded the medal as long 
as they are in office". It should be self-evident that mem
bers of a jury do not put themselves forward as candidates, 
and the Standing Commission has therefore dropped this rule. 
It would, indeed, be almost indecent to put it down in black 
and white in a set of regulations, for this would imply that 
it might occur to members of the Standing Commission to 
disregard this elementary principle.

The Standing Commission therefore recommends the 
International Conference to approve the Regulations for the 
Henry Dunant Medal as amended (Annex III: draft resolution) . 
It draws the attention of the Conference to the fact that, 
pursuant to this draft resolution, any question concerning 
the Henry Dunant Medal, including its award and any changes 
to the revised regulations, will henceforth be the domain 
of the Council of Delegates.



ANNEX I

Resolution XII of the Twentieth International Conference 

of the Red Cross (Vienna, 1965)

Henry Dunant Medal

The XXth International Conference of the Red Cross,

taking note of Resolution III adopted by the Council of 
Delegates (Geneva, 1963),

approves the creation of a Henry Dunant Medal, 
congratulates the Australian Red Cross Society on its 

initiative and efforts in arranging for drawings and models 
to be made of this Medal,

thanks this Society for its generous contribution and 
agrees to its proposal to assume all the expenses involved 
in striking and issuing this Medal as well as in establishing 
dip lomas,

decides that the Regulations for the Henry Dunant Medal 
shall be as follows:

REGULATIONS FOR THE HENRI DUNANT MEDAL

1. The Henry Dunant Medal, created by the XXth International 
Conference of the Red Cross, is intended to constitute 
recognition and reward for outstanding services or acts 
of self-sacrifice in the cause of the Red Cross on the 
part of a member, whatever his rank within the movement.

2. The Henry Dunant Medal consists of a profile of Henry Dunant 
superimposed in relief on a red cross suspended on a green 
ribbon. When worn with any' other Red Cross badge or deco
ration, this Medal takes precedence.

3. a) The Henry Dunant Medal will be awarded every two years
to not more than five individuals considered worthy to 
receive it. According to circumstances, there may be 
fewer awards or none at all.

b) The Medal may be awarded on a posthumous basis.
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c) In every exceptional case, when a member of the Red Cross 
has given proof of quite outstanding heroism or devotion, 
the Medal may be awarded immediately, irrespective of the 
dates imposed under paragraph a) of the present Article 
and, if necessary, in addition to the number of medals 
provided for therein.

4. a) The Medal shall be conferred by decision of the Standing 
Commission meeting in plenum, or, in the exceptional 
cases provided for in the last paragraph of the preceding 
Article, after written or telegraphic consultation of its 
members by the Chairman.

b) Generally speaking, the Central Committees of the National 
Societies shall submit proposals for awards to the Inter
national Committee of the Red Cross or the League of Red 
Cross Societies, accompanied by the necessary supporting 
documents. The proposals shall be considered at a joint 
meeting by the ICRC and the League, which will select 
those to be forwarded to the Standing Commission. This 
Commission may not receive any proposals directly.

c) Members of the Standing Commission are entitled to lay 
their own proposals before the Commission.

5. Henry Dunant Medal 
the Chairman of the 
the President of the International Committee of the Red

The 
by 
of
Cross and the Chairman of the Board of Governors of the 
League 
of the Red Cross.
unable to attend such a ceremony
National Society,
be asked to represent the Chairman of the Standing Commis
sion for the presentation.

shall be presented whenever 
Standing Commission in the presence

possible

at an
In the event of

J
of which its recipient is a member, would

of Red Cross Societies international meeting 
the beneficiary being 
the President of the



ANNEX II

Supplementary Criteria for the Award of the

Henry Dunant Medal

1. Exceptional services rendered by persons in the event of 
war, civil war, internal strife, disasters or accidents 
shall in particular be taken into consideration.

Acts of devotion in the cause of peace shall also be taken 
into account.

With regard to services rendered in the medical or nursing 
field attention is drawn to the existence of the Florence 
Nightingale Medal for which a recommendation may be consi
dered more appropriate.

2. The medal shall mainly be a reward for acts of devotion in 
particularly difficult or dangerous conditions. Therefore 
acts shall in particular be retained which have envolved 
risks with regard to the life, health or freedom of the 
individual.

The aim of the medal is not necessarily to pay tribute to 
a career, however long or useful it may have been.

3. Merit shall be taken into account whatever the status of 
the persons concerned, whether they be volunteers or paid, 
and whether they hold an important or subordinate post.

4. The medal shall be awarded posthumously only to persons who 
have died since the time-limit fixed for the submission of 
nominations for the previous award and provided that death 
was a direct consequence of a duty carried out within the Red 
Cross.

5. A National Society can propose a person from another country. 
However, the number of proposals received for one and the 
same candidate shall in no way influence the choice of the 
Commission which should only take account of the merit of 
the candidates.
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6. The members of the Standing Commission cannot be awarded 
the medal as long as they are in office.

7. Proposals should give precise details on the facts which 
justify the nomination and, as far as possible, be accom
panied by documents and testimonies proving the facts advan
ced. Proposals made in vague or general terms shall not be 
taken into consideration.



ANNEX III

DRAFT RESOLUTION

Regulations for the Henry Dunant Medal

The Twenty-fourth International Red Cross Conference,

mindful of Resolution III adopted by the Council of delegates in 1963 
approving in principle the creation of a Henry Dunant Medal as a reward 
for exceptional merit acquired in Red Cross service,

mindful also of Resolution XII adopted by the Twentieth International 
Red Cross Conference (Vienna, 1965) which created the Henry Dunant Medal 
and laid down the relevant regulations,

having noted the report on the revision of the Regulations for the Henry 
Dunant Medal,

reiterates its thanks to the Australian Red Cross on whose initiative the 
Henry Dunant Medal was created and whose generosity permits of its conti
nued production,

approves the revision of the Regulations for the Henry Dunant Medal, the 
new version of which reads as follows :

Regulations for the Henry Dunant Medal

(as adopted by the Twentieth International Conference., 
Vienna 1965, 

and. revised by the Twenty-fourth International Conference, 
Manila 1981)

1. The Henry Dunant Medal is intended to recognize and reward outstanding 
services or devotion, mainly of international significance, to the 
cause of the Red Cross by any of its members.

2. Criteria for the award of the Medal are risks run and arduous conditions 
endangering life, health and personal freedom. It may also be awarded 
for a long period of devoted service to the International Red Cross.
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3. The Henry Dunant Medal is a red cross bearing the profile of Henry 
Dunant in relief, attached to a green ribbon. When worn with other 
Red Cross badges or decorations it takes precedence.

4. The Henry Dunant Medal shall be awarded every two years by decision of 
the Standing Commission of the International Red Cross in plenary session. 
Exceptionally the Standing Commission may, provided all its members 
expressly agree, award the Medal at once without regard to the two-year 
interval and even without meeting in plenum.

5. No more than five Medals shall normally be awarded every two years. The 
Standing Commission shall be free to reduce that number or in exceptio
nal cases to increase it.

•

6. The Henry Dunant Medal may be awarded posthumously to members who have 
died recently.

7. Nominations for the award of the Medal should be addressed to the Secre
tariat of the Standing Commission, giving full details and wherever 
possible enclosing supporting documents and testimonies. Individuals 
may be proposed for the award by National Societies, the ICRC, the 
League or a member of the Standing Commission.

8. Candidates need not be members of the Red Cross Organisation proposing 
them.

9. Before the Standing Commission meets, its Secretariat shall submit 
candidates' files to a joint meeting of the League and the ICRC empo
wered to recommend the rejection of any obviously ineligible candidate 
or to ask for further information to be added to a candidate's file 
before it is passed to the Standing Commission.

10. The Chairman of the Standing Commission shall present the Medals at a 
plenary meeting of the Council of Delegates. If the beneficiary or a 
member of his family is not present the Medal will be handed to the 
President or senior representative of the National Society or of the 
institution concerned for presentation to the beneficiary on behalf 
of the Chairman of the Standing Commission.

and decides that the Council fo Delegates shall be the body competent to 
deal with any matter relating to the Henry Dunant Medal, including any 
proposal to amend the above Regulations.


