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The League
of Red Cross Societies 
is an international Federation 
of 126* National Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies. 
Its object is to inspire, 
encourage, facilitate 
and promote at all times 
all forms
of humanitarian activities 
by its member Societies 
with a view
to preventing and 
alleviating 
human suffering 
and thereby contributing 
to the maintenance 
and promotion 
of peace in the world.

*at end 1980
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National Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies 
members of the League 
of Red Cross Societies
+
Albania
Argentine
Australia
Austria
Bahamas
Bangladesh
Belgium
Benin (Rep.)
Bolivia
Botswana
Brazil
Bulgaria
Burma
Burundi
Cameroon
Canada
Central African Rep.
Chile
China
Colombia
Congo
Costa Rica
Cuba
Czechoslovakia
Denmark
Dominican Rep.
Ecuador
El Salvador
Ethiopia
Fiji
Finland
France
Gambia
German Dem. Rep.
Germany (Fed. Rep.)
Ghana
Greece
Guatemala
Guyana
Haiti
Honduras
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Ireland
Italy
Ivory Coast
Jamaica

+
Japan
Kampuchea
Kenya
Korea (Dem. Rep.)
Korea (Rep.)
Laos
Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Liechtenstein
Luxemburg
Madagascar
Malawi
Mali
Mauritius
Mexico
Monaco
Mongolia
Nepal
Netherlands
New Zealand
N icaragua
Niger
N igeria
Norway
Panama
Papua New Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Romania
San Marino
Senegal
Sierra Leone
Singapore
South Africa
Spain
Sri Lanka
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Tanzania
Thailand
Togo
Trinidad and Tobago
Uganda
United Kingdom

+
United States 

of America
Upper Volta 
Uruguay 
Venezuela 
Viet Nam 
Yugoslavia 
Zaire 
Zambia

c
Afghanistan
Algeria
Bahrain
Egypt
Iran1
Iraq
Jordan
Kuwait
Libyan Arab

Jamahiriya
Mauritania
Morocco
Saudi Arabia
Somalia
Sudan
Syrian Arab Republic

□
Malaysia 
Pakistan 
T unisia
Turkey

40
USSR

Justice J. A. Adefarasin, President 
of the League of Red Cross Societies

1 Since July 1980 the 
National Society of Iran 
has used the Red Crescent 
as its emblem instead of 
the Red Lion and Sun. 
The change has legal and 
technical effects and will 
be studied by the League 
and ICRC statutory bodies 
in 1981.
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Introduction
It is a recurrent fact of life today that 
everyone is dependent on everyone else; 
and this is true the world over. Huma
nitarian activities are no exception, 
and this calls for special attention by 
the Red Cross Movement.

There is no denying either that vio
lence of all kinds has gained ground, 
and that our work for human dignity 
has encountered many frustrations.

But the Red Cross is certainly in a 
better position than many other organi
zations to act in most countries of the 
world - because of its beliefs and prin
ciples, and because of its international 
network which undoubtedly is an 
immense advantage to it everywhere.

For several years past the League of 
Red Cross Societies has been working 
to increase its potential by gradually 
modernizing its organization. Not only 
has it to encourage the formation of 
new National Societies; it has also to 
lend support to the work they do so that 
they can fully play their part of efficient 
auxiliaries at home and abroad.

The tendency to "regionalize ’’League 
activities was confirmed in 1979-80. 
New experiments, first in Southern 
Africa and then in Eastern Africa, 
following .on experience in South 
A merica and the Caribbean, gave con
clusive results. For example, regional 
groups were formed of National Socie
ties in countries with similar customs 
and the same language, and so sharing 
roughly similar needs and aspirations; 
and other methods too are being tried 
out to give the League greater flexibi
lity of approach.

Relief operations, most of them in 
developing countries, were on a bigger 
scale in 1979- 80; not because of 
the large number of disasters, which 
was much the same as before, but 
because they were more lethal, taking 
place as they did in densely popu
lated areas.

In addition the League assisted refu
gees in emergencies that were not man
made. Here again its help and that of 

its member Societies involved enor
mous material and financial effort.

In close cooperation with United 
Nations and volunteer organizations 
the League supported big disaster relief 
preparedness projects in areas prone to 
natural disasters, and is campaigning 
for the adoption of a disaster relief 
plan in every country.

Red Cross Blood Programmes have 
greatly expanded over the years, and 
older Red Cross services such as first 
aid, nursing and social welfare have 
chosen Primary Health Care as the 
main objective of health promotion. 
This is a long-term programme for the 
Red Cross, but a vety necessary one if 
health is to become a basic right for 
everyone, as the World Health Organi
zation has repeatedly declared it 
should.

The Red Cross Youth movement has 
also made rapid progress, and its pro
grammes, notably for relief and devel
opment, are being integrated to a 
greater extent into those of the Na
tional Societies.

Another highlight of the last two 
years is that the League has strength
ened its ties with the United Nations 
system. The Red Cross cannot stay iso-

Henrik Beer 
Secretary General

lated; it must take an active part in 
international life without losing its 
own individuality. Such cooperation is 
demanding, but essential if we are to 
maintain our status in the interna
tional community.

The League is also busy with other 
matters and other causes of concern - 
the dissemination of international 
humanitarian law and the Principles 
of the Red Cross, for which the League 
and ICRC have drawn up programmes; 
the Red Cross emblem (on the agenda 
of the forthcoming International 
Conference of the Red Cross in the 
Philippines) will be simplified by the 
National Society of Iran’s change of 
emblem; and finally, the crucial ques
tion of peace, to which the Red Cross 
contributes tirelessly through its inter
national operations.

Finally, for the first time for more 
than 20 years, the League’s statutory 
bodies will have to elect a new Secretary 
General, the present Secretary General 
having announced his retirement.

Together these activities are another 
step forward towards improving still 
further Red Cross response to the indi
vidual and community needs of our 
world.
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Statutory and Legal Matters
• To deal with the legal and 
statutory aspects of the goal, 
functions and governing 
structure of the League and 
its members.
• Together with the ICRC, to 
help National Societies with 
legal matters relating to their 
Statutes, regulations and 
structure and assist them in 
their work to promote 
International Humanitarian 
Law and ensure observance of 
the Principles and ideals of 
the Red Cross.

Statutes of National Societies
The Joint ICRC-League Commission 
on the Statutes of National Societies 
has aligned the model statutes for 
the use of National Societies with the 
new League Constitution. It has also 
considered amendments to the stat
utes submitted by several National 
Societies, and examined applications 
from some 15 National Societies for 
recognition and admission.

Working Group 
on the Red Cross Emblem
The League has taken an active part 
in the proceedings of the Working 
Group on the Red Cross emblem. 
These have been concerned mainly 
with the report containing the replies 
from 81 National Societies to the 
ICRC questionnaire of June 1979 
sent to all National Societies, to 
ascertain their opinion on the subject 
of the Red Cross emblem.

Dissemination of International 
Humanitarian Law and 
of the Principles and Ideals 
of the Red Cross
The League has continued its joint 
efforts with the ICRC to promote 
Red Cross doctrine in accordance 
with the preamble to Resolution 
No. 7 of the XXIIIrd International 
Conference of the Red Cross (Bu
charest 1977) and the four-year 
(1978-1981) Programme of Action on 
the Dissemination of International 
Humanitarian Law and of the Princi
ples and ideals of the Red Cross.

In 1979-1980 it cooperated in three 
regional seminars held by the ICRC 
and the National Societies of the host 
countries - Switzerland (July 1979), 
Tunisia (October 1979) and Poland 
(November 1980). The first of these 
seminars was attended by 33 teachers 

from 13 European National Societies 
and studied means of teaching the 
Fundamental Principles of the Red 
Cross to children and young people 
between the ages of 8 and 18. The 
second was attended by about 50 
delegates from French-speaking 
African National Societies, its pur
pose being to make known the 
humanitarian rules for the protection 
of victims of armed conflicts among 
such different target groups as the 
Armed Forces, Ministries, universi
ties, schools and the general public. 
The third, attended by some 60 dele
gates of 15 European National Socie
ties, dealt with the training of Red 
Cross medical and paramedical per
sonnel in humanitarian law.

The League also promoted train
ing courses in humanitarian law for 
Red Cross Youth leaders. One such 
course, held in Brazil in June 1980 for 
Red Cross Youth officials and organ
izers from six Portuguese-speaking 
National Societies, focussed on the 
Red Cross ideals that the Red Cross 
symbol represents.

The League and the ICRC jointly 
prepared teaching aids and publicity 
in support of the dissemination 
among various target groups of 
humanitarian law and the Principles 
and ideals of the Red Cross.

The Working Group of Red Cross 
Experts has been kept regularly 
informed of actions undertaken in 
the field of dissemination of humani
tarian law. It has in particular given 
its opinion on different questions 
submitted to it. It should be recalled 
that this Working Group was set up in 
1978 on the decision of the Executive 
Council. Composed of five members 
of National Societies, appointed in a 
personal capacity, its task is to advise 
and assist the institutions concerned in 
the implementation of the programme 
of action for the dissemination of inter
national humanitarian law and the 
Principles and ideals of the Red Cross.

4



+c

As a member of the International 
Institute of Humanitarian Law, San 
Remo, the League took part in its 
proceedings, notably its Round Table 
Meetings and Congress. The latter 
was held in September 1980 on the 
theme of “International Solidarity 
and Humanitarian Actions”.

The Red Cross 
and Peace
The Commission on the Red Cross 
and Peace, on which 12 National 
Societies are represented, continued, 
in accordance with the decision of 
the Council of Delegates in 1979, its 
duties of seeing to the implementa
tion of the Programme of Action of 
the Red Cross as a Factor of Peace 
and proposing ways of reaching the 
objectives and carrying out the tasks 
arising under the Programme.

It considered studies and reports 
made at its request by National Socie
ties, the ICRC, the Henry Dunant 
Institute and the League and 
entitled: “Dissemination of Interna
tional Humanitarian Law and Red 
Cross Principles and ideals, as a fac
tor of education for peace”, “How 
can the Red Cross contribute to the 
development of communities?”, 
“Promotion of scientific research on 
the Red Cross and Peace”, “Interna
tional understanding among young 
people”, “Relief and Solidarity” and 
“Protection of Health”.

Commission on Fair 
Geographical Distribution
In accordance with Decision No. 7 of 
the 1st General Assembly of the Lea
gue (October 1979) a Commission 
was formed to consider the applica
tion of fair geographical distribution 
to -
O the election of Vice-Presidents 
of the League (Article 17.1 of the 

Constitution) and the election of the 
sixteen member Societies of the 
Executive Council (Article 13.3 of 
the Constitution), taking into con
sideration the discussions on the 
subject at previous League statutory 
meetings.

The commission is composed of 
representatives - appointed ad perso
nam by the League General 
Assembly - of seven National Socie
ties. It met on two occasions in 1980 
and its findings will be presented at 
the Ilnd Session of the League Gen
eral Assembly in the Philippines, 
November 1981.

International Red Cross 
Handbook
The 12th edition of the International 
Red Cross Handbook will be publish
ed at the end of 1981. A joint ICRC- 
League Working Group has been for
med to revise the Manual, which is a 
compendium of all the Red Cross 
Movement’s legal, statutory and 
agreed provisions.

League Relations 
with the ICRC 
and Henry Dunant Institute
The League and ICRC exchange in
formation at monthly statutory mee
tings. They have also worked toge
ther on many matters requiring joint 
consultations and decisions, such as 
relief operations and other tasks, 
mentioned elsewhere in this report.

The League has followed the work 
of the Henry Dunant Institute by 
taking part in the Institute’s statutory 
meetings and associating itself with a 
number of the Institute’s projects. In 
1979 a new Director of the Institute 
was appointed; he was previously the 
League Secretary General’s Special 
Adviser in charge of statutory and 
legal matters.
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Statutory Meetings 
of the Red Cross Movement
The General Assembly 
of the League 
of Red Cross Societies1
the first to be held in accordance with 
the new Constitution adopted in 
Bucharest in 1977, took place in 
Geneva in October 1979 and was 
attended by delegates of 101 National 
Societies.

In their opening addresses the Pre
sident of the League, the Swiss 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Pre
sident of the State Council of the 
Republic and Canton of Geneva, and 
Heads of United Nations Institutions 
emphasized the importance of the 
Red Cross Movement and said how 
important it was for that Movement 
to cooperate with other organizations 
sharing its objectives and philosophy.

The General Assembly discussed 
Red Cross activities since the last ses
sion of the Board of Governors.

It approved the main lines of the 
League’s general policy on refugee 
operations as set out in a joint League 
ICRC document on International 
Red Cross aid to refugees, unan
imously admitted the Baphalali 
Swaziland Red Cross Society as a 
member of the League, and adopted 
26 decisions and nine recommenda
tions of which the most important 
related to -
O qualifications for the post of Secre
tary General of the League;
O fair geographical distribution (see 
page 5);
O the Plan and Budget for 1980 and 
1981, amounting to Sfr. 11,200,000.- 
and Sfr. 11,870,000.-respectively;
O renewal for two years of the term of 
office of the members of the Perma
nent Scale of Contributions Com
mission;
O Red Cross disaster preparedness 
and development;
O primary health care;
O amendments to the “Principles 

and Rules for Red Cross Disaster 
Relief”.

At the end of the proceedings the 
General Assembly appealed to the 
world to give Kampuchea aid without 
discrimination by supporting the 
relief operations and joint program
mes of the ICRC and UNICEF.

At the Council 
of Delegates
the participants in the General 
Assembly considered the work done 
since the XXIIIrd International Con
ference of the Red Cross in 1977, and 
were informed of developments in 
the dissemination of international 
humanitarian law and of the Princi
ples and ideals of the Red Cross. The 
mandate of the Commission on the 
Red Cross and Peace was extended 
until the end of 1981.

During the meeting the Chairman 
of the Standing Commission of the 
International Red Cross awarded a 
posthumous Henry Dunant Medal2 
to the families and representatives of 
Red Cross delegates and volunteers 
killed on duty in Zimbabwe-Rhode
sia, Lebanon and Nicaragua. The 
medal was also awarded to four lea
ding Red Cross personalities.

The Executive Council 
of the League3

met four times in 1979-1980 to imple
ment decisions and follow up recom
mendations of the General 
Assembly.

The term of office of the Executive 
Council is four years. It is at present 
(1977-1981) composed of - 
O the President of the League, 
Justice J.A. Adefarasin (Nigeria). 
O nine Vice-Presidents: 
Mr R.J. Kane (Canada) 
Mr E. de la Mata de Gorostizaga 
(Spain)

Dr F. Stanton
(United States of America) 
H.E. Mr J.-M. Soutou (France) 
Tunku Tan Sri Mohamed (Malaysia) 
Jonkheer G. Kraijenhoff 
(The Netherlands)
Professor H. Haug (Switzerland)
Dr V. Baltiyski (USSR)
Dr B. Raspopovic (Yugoslavia)
O Sixteen National Societies elected 
by the General Assembly - 
Australia, Brazil, Germany (Fed. 
Rep.), Greece, Iran, Italy, Japan, 
Norway, Pakistan, Philippines, 
Romania. Senegal, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, and the 
United Kingdom.

1 The General Assembly, which meets in 
ordinary session every two years, is the Lea
gue’s supreme decision-making body and 
exercises all the powers conferred upon it by 
the Constitution of the League. It is compo
sed of delegations of Societies members of 
the League.

2 The Heniy Dunant Medal, created in 
1965, is awarded for exceptional services or 
acts of great devotion to the Red Cross by a 
Red Cross member.

3 The Executive Council is the executive 
body of the General Assembly. Its ordinary 
meetings are convened half-yearly by the 
President of the League.
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International Relations
• To maintain and develop 
working relations with 
international organizations 
that can assist National 
Societies with their work.

In 1979-80 the League continued its 
efforts to develop harmonious and 
efficient working relations with inter
national governmental and non
governmental organizations and 
involved a number of National Socie
ties in this work. Such relations were 
based on shared objectives and the 
respect of the Fundamental Princi
ples of the Red Cross.

Efforts included reinforcement of 
League permanent delegations to the 
United N ations inNewYork,Geneva 
and Vienna, the United Nations Edu

Lars Asirom

cational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) in Paris, 
the Food and Agriculture Organiza
tion of the United Nations (FAO) 
and the World Food Programme, in 
Rome; the United Nations Environ
ment Programme (UNEP) in Nai
robi, and the Organization of Ameri
can States (0 AS) in Washington. The 
Permanent Representative of the 
League to the United Nations in N ew 
York deserves special tribute; helped 
by devoted volunteers she has ren
dered the League invaluable services 
for over 20 years. On her recommen
dation a permanent Bureau of the Lea
gue has been opened in New York hea
ded by a Representative appointed by 
the Secretary General. This will 
enable the League to take even more 
effective action at the United Nations 
General Assembly, and at meetings 
of the United Nations Economic and 
Social Council (ECOSOC), the 
United Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF), the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), 
and others.

Close relations have also been 
maintained with a number of special
ized agencies of the United Nations 
including the World Health Organi
zation (WHO), the World Meteorolo
gical Organisation (WMO), the Inter
national Labour Organization (ILO), 
the Office of the United Nations 
Disaster Relief Coordinator 

(UNDRO), the Office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), the United 
Nations Institute for Training and 
Research (UNITAR) and important 
medico-social, human rights and 
youth organizations.

The League has endeavoured to 
make its objects and achievements 
better known at many international 
conferences and meetings at which it 
was represented by the Secretary 
General and his colleagues, and by 
permanent representatives in New 
York, Washington, Paris, Rome, 
Vienna and Nairobi. Numerous 
examples will be found in this report 
of the League’s steadily growing co
operation with international govern
mental and non-governmental organ
izations.

Parallel with the above activities 
the League took an active part in the 
“Licross-Volags Steering Committee 
for Disasters” of which it is a mem
ber. The Committee was founded in 
1972 to enable its members, Caritas 
Internationalis, Catholic Relief 
Services, Lutheran World Fed
eration, OXFAM, and the World 
Council of Churches, to exchange 
relief and preparedness experience 
and techniques.

Closer relations have been esta
blished with certain intergovernmen
tal organizations - the Council of 
Europe and the Intergovernmental 
Committee for Migration (ICM) - 
and with non-governmental organi
zations (NGOs) and their Working 
Groups, particularly in connection 
with the International Year of the 
Child.

The League Secretary General 
has had meetings with top officials of 
the United Nations system and the 
League has done much to coordinate 
its work with that of the Union of 
International Associations and the 
International Council of Voluntary 
Agencies.
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Relief
• International coordination 
of relief operations1 carried 
out at national level in aid of 
victims of natural disasters, 
refugees and displaced 
civilian populations.

In 1979 and 1980 the League of Red Cross Societies gave its 
support to 57 relief operations1 2 and sent into the field 
334 delegates3 made available by National Societies.

Red Cross Solidarity

19794 19804
Sfr. Sfr.

O Value of gifts from National
Societies for victims of natural 
disasters ...............................................

O Value of gifts from National
Societies for refugees, displaced 
persons etc...........................................

O Value of gifts from National
Societies for assistance to the
National Societies of Uganda 
and Nicaragua.....................................

O Value of gifts from National 
Societies and Governments for the 
“South-East Asia” operation..............

54,537,157.—

2,905,655-

2,793,691-

11,012,493-

58,091,991-

18,110,151-

2,611,132-

5,246,903-

Total Sfr. 71,248,996- 84,060,177-

1 The extent of a Red Cross relief pro
gramme depends on the responsibilities 
delegated to a National Society by its 
Government or by the national relief plan. 
As a general rule, the Red Cross pro
gramme is limited to the provision of first 
aid, medical and nursing care, foodstuffs, 
clothing, shelter, social welfare and the 
whole gamut of emergency assistance. 
However, if circumstances demand, the Red 
Cross may undertake longer-term assis
tance programmes.

2 Including relief operations begun before 
1979.

3 Delegates sent into the field in 1979 and 
continuing their mission in 1980 are count
ed only once.

4 For relief operations for which appeals 
were made in previous years, only contribu
tions received in 1979 or 1980 are included.

Joint Total Sfr. 155,309,173

LRCS/ICRC/l). Bedford
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Emergency Disaster
Relief Fund
This Emergency Fund is financed by 
contributions from National Socie
ties. Its purpose is to facilitate imme
diate action by the League when a 
relief operation is launched, without 
awaiting the results of national or 
international appeals.

On 1 January 1979 it amounted to 
Sfr. 1,091,322.52, of which Sfr. 
210,000.- were used for the Colom
bia flood relief operation.

On 1 January 1980 it amounted to 
Sfr. 1,320,643.52, from which three 
deductions were made, as follows: 
Sfr. 42,500.- (Afghan Red Crescent 
Society - floods), Sfr. 200,000.-(Hai- 
tian National Red Cross Society - 
Hurricane “Allen”), and Sfr. 
200,000.- (Pakistan Red Crescent

Lars Astrom

Indonesian Red Cross/Dr. Ahniin

Society - Afghan refugees). These 
amounts were later reimbursed.

On 31 December 1980 the Emer
gency Fund stood at Sfr. 1,613,170.-

Disaster Relief Advisory 
Committee1

10th Session,
Geneva (26-28 June 1979)

Main recommendations:
O changes and additions to Articles 
14, 24 and 29 of the Principles and 
Rules for Red Cross Disaster Relief; 
O means of improving information 
in time of disaster;

O payment by participating Societies 
of part of the cost of internal trans
port, warehousing and distribution 
of the relief supplies sent by them 
to an operating Society in time of 
disaster;
O financing of the expenses of any 
delegates made available by the 
National Societies of developing 
countries to the League for relief 
operations;
O action to be taken regarding Natio
nal Societies which fail to acknow
ledge receipt of relief supplies sent to 
them by the League.

1 Countries whose National Society is a 
member of the Disaster Relief Advisory 
Committee for 1977-1981: Canada, Cze
choslovakia, Guatemala, Indonesia, Japan, 
Malaysia, Mauritania, Morocco, Nigeria, 
Philippines (The), Romania, Sweden, Tur
key, United Kingdom, Yugoslavia.
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Countries hit by a Disaster which 
required Red Cross
or Red Crescent Assistance
Type of emergency Africa America Asia Europe North Africa 

Middle East

1979
O Displaced persons 
(refugees, expelled persons, 
repatriates, etc.)

Kenya
Somalia1

Honduras2

O Drought
(food shortage, rodent 
invasion, etc.)

Ethiopia2
Gambia2
Mauritania1
Zaire2

Burma2
Bangladesh2 
China1
Hong Kong1 
Indonesia1 
Macao1 
Malaysia1 
Philippines1 
Singapore1 
Thailand1

Portugal2

O Earthquake
(volcanic eruption, etc.)

O Floods
(storm, cyclone, tornado, 
hurricane, rains, etc.)

Tanzania

Rep.1
Honduras1 
Jamaica 
Paraguay

St.Vincent Yugoslavia1 Iran2

Bolivia Fiji Portugal Algeria1
Colombia1 India2 Egypt1
Dominica1 Viet Nam2 Morocco
Dominican

O Fire Burma

O Post-war resettlement Uganda Nicaragua

Lars Astrom

1 Relief operations started in 1979 and 
continued in 1980.

2 Relief operations started in 1975, 1976, 
1977 or 1978 and continued in 1979 or 1980.

3 Country hit three times by cyclones in
1977 and by floods in 1978 and 1980.

4 Country hit twice by earthquakes in
1978 and by floods in 1980.
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Type of emergency Africa America Asia Europe North Africa 
Middle East

1980
O Displaced persons Cameroon Peru Burma2
(refugees, expelled persons, Somalia1 China1
repatriates, etc.) Sudan Hong Kong1 

Indonesia1 
Macao1 
Malaysia1 
Pakistan 
Philippines1 
Singapore1 
Thailand1

O Drought Djibouti
(food shortage, rodent Ethiopia
invasion, etc.) Kenya

Mauritania1

O Earthquake
(volcanic eruption, etc.)

Uganda
Azores
Italy
Yugoslavia1

Algeria

O Floods Colombia1 Afghanistan Algeria1
(storm, cyclone, tornado, Dominica1 Bangladesh Egypt1
hurricane, rains, etc.) Dominican India2*3 Iran2*4

Rep.1
Haiti
Honduras1

Viet Nam Morocco1

O Pollution Nigeria

O Post-war resettlement Nicaragua2

LRCS/ICRC/D. Bedford
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1979 Emergency Operations
1 January - 31 December 1979
(in chronological order)

Date: February-December 1979
Country: Bolivia
Cause: floods:
- 100,000 persons affected
- communications disrupted
- some villages entirely evacuated
- heavy losses of livestock.
Programme :
• participation of the Bolivian Red 
Cross:
- in the overall relief operation coor
dinated by Civil Defence, by provi
ding trained volunteer personnel, 
medical care in four reception cen
tres and a vaccination campaign 
against rabies and poliomyelitis;
- in the government reconstruction 
programme, by providing materials 
sent by the League for rehousing 
90 families;
- in distributing anti-malaria medi
caments and disinfectants provided 
by the League to stop an incipient 
epidemic in the Santa Cruz region;
• international League appeal for 
specialist personnel, clothing, blan
kets, hammocks, cooking utensils 
and two radio transmitters;
• six League delegates sent.
Participating Societies: 20.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 508,987.-.

Date: February-December 1979
Country: Portugal
Cause: floods:
- 50,000 homeless
- many communities and villages 
isolated.
Programme:
• Portuguese Red Cross assistance 
with the Armed Forces’ and Civil 
Defence humanitarian programme 
by sending relief to disaster areas, 
distributing 4,000 meals a day and 
supplying medical personnel;
• a limited League appeal for 30,000 
blankets, 100 tons of powdered milk, 
20 tons of baby food and cash for 
local purchases of materials for the 
repair or reconstruction of damaged 

houses, to cover the National 
Society’s requirements for three 
months;
• one League delegate sent. 
Participating Societies: 10.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 1,372,298.-.

Date: March-June 1979
Country: Burma
Cause: Fire in the capital, Rangoon:
- 20,000 homeless.
Programme:
• emergency assistance by the 
Burma Red Cross Society - already 
engaged in the programme for the 
relief of repatriates from Bangladesh
- in the form of distributions of food, 
clothing and blankets;
• limited appeal by the League to 
enable the Society to replenish its 
relief stocks.
Participating Societies: eight.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 70,965.-.

Date: March-June 1979
Country: Fiji
Cause: Hurricane “Meli”:
- 53 dead;
- 20 missing;
- 300 injured;
- 8,000 homeless;
- 1,600 houses destroyed;
- heavy losses of livestock and crops.
Programme:
• participation by the Fiji Red Cross 
Society in the government pro
gramme :
- in the emergency phase the 
Society sent blankets, clothing, tem
porary shelter, milk and nutritional 
drinks to victims, took injured per
sons to hospitals, and mobilized a 
large number of volunteers for social 
and paramedical work;
- in the reconstruction phase the 
National Society supplied full-cream 
milk powder to children in villages 
and soap and food to boarding 
schools, for six months;
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1 Operation continued in 1980.
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• international appeal by the League 
in support of the National Society;
• one League delegate sent. 
Participating Societies: 16.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 274,335.-.

Date: April 19791
Country: Mauritania
Cause: drought
Programme:
• supplementary feeding pro
gramme, initially for six months, by 
the Mauritanian Red Crescent for 
75,000 drought victims in the most 
vulnerable groups;
• limited appeal by the League for 

sugar and funds for the National 
Society’s operating expenses;
• two League delegates sent.
Participating Societies: 14.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 2,365,494.-.
Non-Red Cross aid:
gift of:
100 tons butter oil;
100 tons milk powder;
100 tons rice;
by the EEC.

Date: April 19791
Country: Yugoslavia
Cause: Earthquake (Montenegro,
Adriatic Coast):

- 98 deaths;
- about 1,000 injured;
- 100,000 affected;
- 80,000 homeless;
- thousands of houses destroyed;
- roads damaged.
Programme:
• a big emergency programme by 
the Red Cross of Yugoslavia as auxi
liary of the public authorities; it com
prised:
- rescue and the preparation of 
temporary shelter by the Society’s 
volunteers sent to the scene of the 
disaster;
- assistance in the form of distribu
tion of food, medical supplies, blood, 
tents, blankets and other essential 
items;
- a vaccination programme and 
medical aid in field hospitals;
- participation by the Red Cross of 
Yugoslavia in 21 medium-term re
construction projects comprising:
- 14 prefabricated social centres; 
these were opened in 1979 in Darza, 
Gorana, Grahovo, Kotor, Krute, 
Limljbani, Lustica, Radanovici, 
Radovici, Sukobin, Tivat, Tomici, 
Trasnejvo and Zdrebaonik;
- a relief warehouse in course of 
construction in Titograd;
- six community centres to be built 
by traditional methods;
• an international appeal by the Lea
gue in support of the National 
Society’s emergency operation 
(family tents and tents for field hospi
tals, blankets and water purification 
equipment) and reconstruction pro
gramme;
• two League delegates sent. 
Participating Societies: 39.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 10,515,582.-. 
Non-Red Cross aid: cash gift by the 
EEC.

Date: April-September 1979
Country: Kenya
Cause: 3,000 refugees from Uganda

13



Programme:
• the Kenya Red Cross Society acted 
as an auxiliary in the government’s 
programme in aid of3,000 refugees in 
a camp in the Kakamega district;
• limited appeal by the League for 
relief supplies, a vehicle and funds to 
help the National Society in its work 
of distributing 3,000 blankets, cloth
ing, tents, soap, disinfectants, medi
caments and powdered milk to the re
fugees and giving them medical care;
• four League delegates sent 
Participating Societies: four. 
Value of gifts: Sir. 122,116.-.

Date: April-December 1979 
Country: St.Vincent (Caribbean) 
Cause: volcanic eruption:
- 20,000 evacuated (including 10,000 
children).
Programme:
• relief operation by the St.Vincent 
branch of the British Red Cross in 61 
evacuation centres, and setting up of 
a tracing service;
• an appeal by the League to the 
National Societies ofNorth America 
and the Caribbean for 20 tons of milk 
powder, highprotein food, baby food, 
1,000 camp beds, and funds for local 
purchases;

LRCS/A. James

• one British Red Cross Society 
delegate sent.
Participating Societies: three. 
Value of gifts: Sfr. 136,047.-. 
Non-Red Cross aid: EEC grant of 50 
tons of milk powder, of which 12.5 
tons were sent on to Dominica when 
that island was hit by Hurricane 
“David”.

Date: April-December 1979. 
Country: Paraguay.
Cause: floods along the River Para
guay after torrential rain :
- 46,000 homeless;
- 145,000 affected (25,000 in April 
and 120,000 in June);
- 2,000 houses damaged;
- 200,000 cattle lost.
Programme:
• participation by the Paraguayan 
Red Cross in the assistance coordina
ted by the League and UNDRO 
(which assisted the government) and 
comprising :
- a supplementary feeding pro
gramme run with the help of over 400 
volunteers for 90 days in aid of 1,800 
children in five emergency centres;
- the supply of shelter, blankets, 
clothing and medicaments under 
a two-month supplementary pro

gramme run jointly with the Interna
tional Year of the Child Commission 
in aid of 27,000 flood victims in 29 
camps;
- a programme for the evacuation 
and rescue, shelter, medical assis
tance and feeding of 40,000 persons 
in 29 camps, for which 680 volunteers 
including 50 doctors and 480 students 
were mobilized;
• two international League appeals 
for relief supplies and US$ 560,000.- 
in cash for local purchases and the 
National Society’s operating expen
ses;
• three League delegates sent.
Participating Societies: 21.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 706,054.-.

Date: May-December 1979. 
Country: Uganda.
Cause: Post-war distress.
Programme:
• aid given by the Uganda Red Cross 
Society to over 50,000 persons with
out resources or shelter, as part of a 
joint League/ICRC relief operation to:
- develop the National Society and 
its 21 branches and help it in its distri
butions of relief supplies comprising 
blankets, cloth for clothing, sheets, 
cooking utensils and soap;
- to give civilians protection and 
make medical supplies available to 
hospitals;
• three League delegates sent. 
Participating Societies: four. 
Value of gifts: Sfr. 594,204.-.

Date: June-October 1979.
Country: Tanzania.
Cause: floods in nine regions:
- 117,000 persons affected, 87,000 of 
them badly.
Programme:
• participation by the Tanzania Red 
Cross National Society in the govern
ment relief operations, which cover
ed two regions particularly badly hit
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1 Operation continued in 1980.

by the floods, in the form of emer
gency supplies such as blankets, milk 
powder, food, household utensils and 
soap;
• a League appeal to twenty Natio
nal Societies followed by a general 
appeal to all members, to enable the 
National Society to continue its assis
tance programme (estimated cost 
Sfr. 120,000.-);
• two League delegates sent. 
Participating Societies: 14.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 82,935.-.

Date: June-December 1979. 
Country: Jamaica.
Cause: floods in Western Jamaica:
- 33 dead;
- 35,000 homeless;
- 210,000 persons affected, of whom 
50,000 needed feeding.
Programme:
• participation of the Jamaica Red 
Cross Society, as coordinator of all 
volunteer organizations at work in 
the area of the disaster, in the govern
ment relief operation: emergency 
assistance comprising reception, 
sorting, packing and dispatch of relief 
supplies by volunteers from the 
National Society; and distribution at 
74 centres of food, clothing, bedding 
and toilet articles;
• international League appeal for 
contributions, including funds to 
cover operating expenses;
• two League delegates sent. 
Participating Societies: 20.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 3,336,001.-.

Date: August 1979s
Country: South-East Asia.
Cause: refugees and displaced per
sons, for whom large-scale relief ope
rations were necessary. These were 
carried out by the joint League/ 
ICRC South-East Asia Task Force 
and by the National Societies of the 
following eight countries: China, 

Hong Kong, Indonesia, Macao, 
Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, 
and Thailand.
Programme:
• feeding, medical and social assis
tance supplementing the relief opera
tions launched by governments with 
the backing of the Office of the Uni
ted Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR). Such assistance 
was covered by a plan and budget of 
Sfr. 22,700,000.- extending until the 
end of 1979 and agreed on at a meet
ing in Geneva (31 August-1 Septem
ber 1979) attended by the ICRC, the 
League, operating and participating 
Societies, the UNHCR and the 
ICEM (Intergovernmental Commit
tee for European Migration);
• a limited appeal by the League and 
ICRC jointly to meet the needs of 
operating Societies and enable them 
to continue their programme during 
1980.

China2
• medical assistance and sanitation 
for 69,000 persons including 30,000 
children by the Red Cross of China as 
a government auxiliary, as part of the 
plan for the resettlement of 260,000 
refugees3;
• joint League/ICRC appeal for 
ambulances and medical equipment 
for four hospitals;
• four League/ICRC delegates sent 
into the field.
Participating Societies: three.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 66,543.-.

Hong Kong

Refugees present at 
the end of 1978: 7,598'

Arrivals in 1979: 72,020'

Departures in 1979: 24,5403

• at the request of the local authori
ties the Hong Kong branch of the Bri
tish Red Cross Society gave aid in the 
form of supplementary feeding, the 
distribution of articles for personal 
use, tracing and mailing services, and 
educational and social programmes 
for 15,000 refugees in the Kai Tak 
North temporary transit centre, 
which has a dispensary and is under 
the National Society’s responsibility;
• five League/ICRC delegates sent. 
Participating Societies: two.
Value ofgifts:Sfr. 46,385.-, of which 
Sfr. 40,005.- from non-Red Cross 
sources.

Indonesia
Refugees present at 
the end of 1978: 2,2183

Arrivals in 1979: 48,6513

Departures in 1979: 18,4633

• Indonesian Red Cross aid to refu
gees in the Galang and Jemaja 
camps, in the form of supplementary 
feeding, medical and social assis
tance, the distribution of articles for 
personal use and educational and 
recreational material, and tracing and 
mailing services;
• the German Red Cross in the 
Federal Republic of Germany parti
cipated in the Indonesian Red Cross 
relief programme by putting at its dis
posal the hospital ship SS “Flora’s 
which was used as a medical unit and 
to transport relief supplies for refu
gees and needy local populations;
• fourteen League/ICRC delegates 
sent.

1 Operation continued in 1980.
2After cooperating since A pril 1978 in 

the programme of assistance to refugees 
from Indochina, the Red Cross was inte
grated in 1979 in the general plan and 
budget for refugees in South-East Asia.

3 UNHCR official statistics.
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Participating Societies: seven.
Value of gifts :SU. 6,854,184, ofwhich 
Sfr. 939,300.- from non-Red Cross 
sources.

Macao
Refugees present at
the end of 1978: 8503
Arrivals in 1979: 3,350’
Departures in 1979: 792’

• the relief work done by the Macao 
Red Cross, a branch of the Portu
guese Red Cross, as part of UNHCR 
assistance programmes, comprises 
supplementary feeding, medical 
care, the supply of toilet kits, and 
educational, social, tracing and mail
ing services;
• three League delegates sent. 
Participating Societies: one.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 3,750.-.

Malaysia
Refugees present at 
the end of 1978: 49,577’
Arrivals in 1979: 53,996’
Departures in 1979: 68,646’

LRCS/J.-M. Goudsiikker

• the Malaysian Red Crescent 
Society is the operational partner of 
the UNHCR and is responsible for 
the general administration of 10 
camps. It gives assistance comprising 
feeding, medical care and social, 
tracing and mailing services, with the 
help of its 300 volunteers, and also 
looks after 1,800 unaccompanied 
refugee children;
• twenty-four League/ICRC delega
tes sent.
Participating Societies: seven.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 1,573,250.-, of 
which Sfr. 1,034,031 from non-Red 
Cross sources.

Philippines
Refugees present at
the end of 1978: 1,943’

Arrivals in 1979: 7,821’

Departures in 1979: 4,449’

• participation of The Philippine 
National Red Cross in the govern
ment relief programme by providing 
supplementary feeding to refugees in 
transit centres and medical, social 
and tracing and mailing services;
• five League/ICRC delegates sent.

Participating Societies: four.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 221,366.-, of 
which Sfr. 4,230.- from non-Red 
Cross sources.

Singapore

Refugees present at
the end of 1978: 725’

Arrivals in 1979: 5,451’

Departures in 1979: 5,290’

• emergency assistance by the Sin
gapore Red Cross Society and finan
ced by it as part of a government pro
gramme backed by the UNHCR.

Thailand

Refugees present at 
the end of 1978: 139,285’

including 4,166 boat people

Arrivals in 1979: 77,311’

Departures in 1979: 68,896’

• assistance by the Thai Red Cross 
Society as a government auxiliary, in 
the form of distribution of food, blan
kets, mosquito nets, clothing, medi
caments and toilet articles, medical 
care, supplementary feeding, and 
tracing and mailing services.
• over 440 members of medical 
teams put at the disposal of the Thai 
Red Cross Society by National Socie
ties, the League and the ICRC, and 
sent into the field;
• nine League delegates sent. 
Participating Societies: 14.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 2,247,015, of which 
Sfr. 565,965 from non-Red Cross 
sources.

3 UNHCR official statistics.
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1 Operation continued in 1980.

Date: September 1979s
Country: Commonwealth of Domi
nica.
Cause; Hurricane “David’s
- 39 dead;
- 2,500 injured;
- 90,000 persons affected;
- 13,000 families (about 60,000 per
sons) seriously affected;
- extensive damage to crops;
- vast numbers of houses destroyed.
Programme:
• six months emergency assistance 
by the Red Cross of Dominica, a 
branch of the British Red Cross 
Society, to 4,500 hurricane victims, 
especially children and the sick, 
elderly and isolated;
• international League appeal for 
foodstuffs, layettes, clothing, tents, 
sheets, soap, a vehicle and funds;
• two League delegates sent. 
Participating Societies: 18.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 870,447.-. 
Non-Red Cross activities: coopera
tion with UNDRO.

Date: September 1979s
Country: Dominican Republic.
Cause: Hurricane “David’s
- 1,331 dead;
- 2,200,000 persons affected;
- 200,000 homeless;
- 1,160,000 on disaster relief rolls;
- 70% to 80% of crops lost.
Programme:
• Dominican Red Cross participation 
in the government relief operation took 
the form of medical and health care, 
coordinating reception of medica
ments, medical equipment and food, 
and purchasing emergency supplies;
• League appeal to meet needs of 
foodstuffs, vaccines, medicaments, 
tents, camp beds, blankets, clothing, 
ambulances, radio sets and material 
for reconstruction purposes;
• six League delegates sent. 
Participating Societies: twenty-five.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 2,353,071.

LRCS/ICRC/D. Bedford

Date: November 1979s
Country: Somalia.
Cause: 475,000 refugees, mainly 
women and children.
Programme:
• Six months relief operation by the 
Somali Red Crescent Society as a 
government auxiliary, comprising 
the distribution by six-man teams of 
first aiders of relief supplies to about 
300 refugees in greatest need at the 
four main frontier transit points each 
day;
• an international League appeal for 
foodstuffs, water purification tablets, 
clothing, blankets, shelter, two vehi
cles and funds to cover operating 
expenses;
• two League delegates sent. 
Participating Societies: 15. 
Value of gifts: Sfr. 224,781.

Date: October 1979s 
Country: Algeria. 
Cause: floods after heavy rain:
- 60,000 persons affected;
- 10,000 families in need;
- dwellings and crops destroyed;
- heavy loss of cattle.
Programme:
• emergency assistance by the Alge
rian Red Crescent in the form of 

tents, blankets, food and cooking 
utensils;
• limited appeal by the League for 
funds for local purchases and supple
mentary relief supplies for victims in 
the stricken regions and replenish
ment of the National Society’s stocks 
of relief supplies;
• one League delegate sent. 
Participating Societies: 15.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 500,994.-.

Date: October 1979s
Country: Egypt.
Cause: floods:
- 50 dead;
- 65,000-75,000 homeless;
- 15,000 houses destroyed or damaged;
- sugar cane plantations devastated;
- loss of livestock.
Programme:
• immediate aid given by the Egyp
tian Red Crescent Society, which 
rushed food, cloth, soap and toilet 
articles to the scene of the disaster;
• League appeal to support the 
National Society by providing tents, 
blankets, food, cotton cloth or 
funds;
• one League delegate sent. 
Participating Societies: 15.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 254,702.-.
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Date: November 1979s
Country: Morocco;
Cause: floods in twelve provinces:
- 40,000 persons affected.
Programme:
• dispatch to the disaster area by the 
Moroccan Red Crescent of tents, 
blankets, food, used clothing and 
footwear;
• limited League appeal to enable 
the National Society to replenish its 
stock of relief supplies and continue 
its aid to victims.
Participating Societies: 13.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 540,859.-.

Date: November 1979s
Country: Honduras.
Cause: floods in Northern Hondu
ras:
- 11 dead;
- 12,000 persons affected;
- 5,000 homeless;
- roads and bridges destroyed;
- communities cut off.
Programme:
• Honduran Red Cross participation 
in the national relief plan in the form 
of distribution of food and vital 
necessities to 10,000 victims.

Participating Societies: five.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 91,690.-.

Dare; November 1979s 
Country: Colombia.
Cause: floods in Central and Nor
thern Colombia, followed by earth
quakes :
- 550 dead;
- 700 injured;
- 55,000 persons affected;
- 2,000 dwellings damaged.
Programme:
• immediate participation by the 
Colombian Red Cross Society, which 
is a member of the National Emer
gency Committee of Colombia, in 
evacuation and rescue operations. 
The Society provided first aid and 
transport for the injured, and distri
buted medical supplies, clothing and 
household utensils;
• two League appeals, respectively 
for cash gifts (US$ 177,720) for local 
purchase of relief supplies, and for 
US$ 100,000.- for the purchase of 
tents.
Participating Societies: 21.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 379,463.-.

LRCS
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1980 Emergency Operations 1 Ongoing operation.

1 January-31 December 1980 
(in chronological order)

Date: January 1980s
Country: Pakistan.
Cause: 1,399,215 refugees from Af
ghanistan.
Programme:
• emergency assistance to 100,000 
refugees by the Pakistan Red Cres
cent Society with League and ICRC 
backing. The assistance took the 
form of tents (a priority need), tar
paulins, blankets, footwear, clothing, 
cooking stoves and soap, and first 
aid;
• a medical programme under ICRC 
responsibility in the tribal areas, with 
the help of three mobile teams;

LRCS/ICRC/D. Bedlord

• an international joint appeal by the 
League and ICRC to enable the 
National Society to continue its relief 
work (whose estimated cost for one 
year was 14’/2 million Swiss francs), 
mainly in the two provinces giving 
asylum - the North West Frontier 
Province and Baluchistan;
• five League/ICRC delegates sent. 
Participating Societies: 28.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 12,443,539.-. 
Non-Red Cross aid: from the 
UNHCR and volunteer organiza
tions.

Date: January 1980s
Country: Azores/Portugal.
Cause: earthquake leaving 15,000 
people homeless.
Programme:
• emergency operation by the Portu
guese Red Cross, backed by a League 
appeal for family tents;

• plan for the reconstruction of hou
ses at Tope (Sao Jorge Island) under
taken at government request by the 
National Society with the help of an 
architect loaned by the Swiss Red 
Cross;
• two League delegates sent. 
Participating Societies: 13.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 768,631.-.

Date: February-July 1980.
Country: Iran.
Cause: floods in Khouzistan.
- 200 dead;
- 800,000 persons affected;
- 150,000 homeless.
Programme:
• dispatch by the Iranian Red Cres
cent Society of relief supplies by heli
copter to 4,300 affected villages;
• League appeal for gifts in cash and 
kind;
• one League delegate sent. 
Participating Societies: 11.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 1,948,291.-.

Date: March-July 1980.
Country: Nigeria.
Cause: oil spillage destroying wild 
life and vegetation and polluting 
drinking water:
- 20,000 persons affected.
Programme:
• League appeal for medicines and 
funds for local purchase of supplies;
• two League delegates sent. 
Participating Societies: nine.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 111,238.-.

Date: March-July 1980.
Country: Afghanistan.
Cause: floods in three provinces:
- 100,000 persons seriously 
affected;
- 17,000 dwellings destroyed.
Programme:
• emergency assistance by the Af
ghan Red Crescent Society as a
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1 Ongoing operation.

government auxiliary, backed by a 
League appeal for shelter and food;
• one League delegate sent.
Participating Societies: three.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 223,196.-, of 
which Sfr. 42,500 from the League’s 
Disaster Relief Emergency Fund.

Date: June 1980s
Country: Cameroon.
Cause: 100,000 refugees from Chad.
Programme:
• six-months nutritional/medical 
assistance by two medical teams lent 
to the Cameroon Red Cross Society 
for its relief operation in aid of refu
gees in extreme distress.
• League appeal for food and medi
caments;
• fourteen League delegates sent. 
Participating Societies: 16.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 375,394.-.

Date: May-August 1980.
Country; Peru.
Cause: 738 refugees from Cuba.
Programme:
• Peruvian Red Cross aid at govern
ment request in running a camp for 
Cuban refugees;
• participation of 200 volunteers 
from the National Society in carrying 
out its humanitarian mission, backed 
by a League appeal for clothing, food, 
medicaments and funds;
• one League delegate sent.
Participating Societies: six.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 126,153.-.

Date: August-December 1980.
Country: Haiti.
Cause: Hurricane “Allen’s
- 250 dead;
- 800,000 persons affected;
- 150,000 homeless;
- 60% of crops destroyed.

Programme:
• emergency assistance by the Hai
tian National Red Cross Society at 
government request, in two of the 
seven regions affected, in the form of 
food specially prepared by the Natio
nal Society for sick persons and chil
dren suffering from malnutrition, 
and milk.
• League appeal for funds for local 
purchases of food, sugar and soap;
• six League delegates sent. 
Participating Societies: 23.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 2,234,416.-. 
Non-Red Cross aid: EEC gift of Sfr. 
231,635 and 100 tons milk powder.

Date: July-December 1980.
Country: Viet Nam.
Cause: Typhoon “Joe” and conse
quent serious flooding:
- 6,460,000 persons affected.
Programme:
• emergency operation by the Red 
Cross of VietNam to carry out a relief 
plan drawn up with League help;
• League appeal to meet needs such 
as rice, milk powder, sugar, baby 
food, supplies for schools, soap, blan
kets, mosquito nets and funds. The 
funds were used to buy 800 tons of 
rice;
• one League delegate sent. 
Participating Societies: 15.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 874,148.-.

Date: August-December 1980.
Country: Bangladesh.
Cause: floods in western Bangladesh 
caused by the overflowing of the 
Ganges and Brahmaputra rivers:
- 5 million persons affected.
Programme:
• Bangladesh Red Cross Society 
relief operation in all the affected 
areas, comprising:
- supplementary feeding for the most 
vulnerable groups of the population;
- distributions of clothing;
- preventive medical care;
- provision of drinking water in 
camps for the victims;
• League support in the form of 
funds used by the National Society 
for local purchases of food and clo
thing, operating expenses, and reple
nishment of emergency stocks;
• one League delegate sent. 
Participating Societies: two. 
Value of gifts: Sfr. 40,770.-.

Date: August-December 1980.
Country: India.
Cause: floods in eleven States:
- about 34 million people affected.
Programme:
• a big relief operation by the Indian 
Red Cross Society and its branches in 
the stricken States to provide:
- cooked food for 166,000 persons;
- dry rations for 180,000;
- milk for 175,000;
- shelter for 30,000;
- medical care at 106 centres;
• unsolicited gifts from National 
Societies helped to strengthen the 
National Society’s relief prepared
ness programmes;
• three League delegates sent. 
Participating Societies: seven. 
Value of gifts: Sfr. 486,335. 
Non-Red Cross aid: from the EEC.

Date: September 1980s 
Country: Horn of Africa.

21



+c

Cause: drought and refugees, raising 
complex problems for six countries: 
Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, 
Sudan and Uganda.
Programme:
• assistance operations and develop
ment of the structure and action 
potential of the six National Socie
ties;
• formation of an Eastern Africa 
Task Force at the League to coordi
nate action in the field and apply a 
comprehensive approach to develop
ment;
• a League international appeal in 
support of relief and development 
operations;
a big EEC contribution of:
-160 tons butter oil;
- 200 tons milk powder;
- 200 tons vitaminised milk powder.

Djibouti

130,000 drought victims 
40,000 refugees;

• relief by the Red Crescent of Dji
bouti, consisting in supplementary 
food, first aid, nutrition and hygiene 
for 801,000 nomads and 30,000 refu
gees from Ethiopia;
• a League appeal in March 1980 in 
support of the National Society;
• 15 League delegates (including 
two medical teams) sent.
Participating Societies: 20.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 1,228.972.-.

Ethiopia

200,000 drought victims 
in the worst
hit regions in the south;

• supplementary feeding and nutri- 
tion/medical programme by the 
Ethiopian Red Cross Society, with 
relief distributions and with the help 
of five nutrition/medical teams;
• League appeal in July 1980 to 
enable the National Society to carry 
out its humanitarian mission;
• 43 delegates sent.
Participating Societies: 20.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 4,670,853.-.

Kenya

20,000 drought victims;

• the Kenya Red Cross Society has 
carried out a relief plan of medical 
assistance and supplementary feed
ing to 4,000 members of vulnerable 
groups: children, expectant and lac
tating mothers, and the elderly and 
sick;
• seven League delegates (including 
a medical team) sent.
Participating Societies: five.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 176,941.-.

(. . Aqvisi

Somalia

1 million refugees;

• since November 1979 (see page 
17), a big relief operation by the 
Somali Red Crescent Society as part 
of the Eastern Africa Task Force pro
gramme, and comprising:
- supplementary feeding and first 
aid at the four main frontier transit 
points;
- coordination of relief supplies in 
permanent refugee camps;
- nutrition/medical assistance by 
four medical teams to refugees in 
extreme distress;
• 55 League delegates sent. 
Participating Societies: 28. 
Value of gifts: Sfr. 5,072,393.-.

Sudan

— a new influx of 20,000 
refugees from Uganda and Chad;
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1 Ongoing operation.

Lars Àsirom

• Sudanese Red Crescent and Eas
tern Africa Task Force relief plan of 
emergency assistance in western and 
southern Sudan.

Uganda

100,000 drought victims;

• emergency assistance in Karamoja 
province by the Uganda Red Cross 
Society, reinforced by a United 
Nations feeding programme;
• 13 League delegates sent 
Participating Societies: 16.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 6,298,934.-.

Date: October 1980s
Country: Algeria.
Cause: earthquake in El Asnam pro
vince:

- about 3,000 dead;
- 8,500 injured;
- 443,000 homeless.
Programme :
• immediate assistance by the Alge
rian Red Crescent in the form of 
tents, blankets, clothing and food 
from its stocks, followed by a relief 
programme comprising:
- rescue and evacuation of injured 
persons;
- a tracing service;
- distribution of vital necessities in 
rural areas and in the tent villages 
around El Asnam;
- provision of drinking water from 
water purification units made avail
able to the Algerian Red Crescent by 
several National Societies;
• a League international appeal in 
support of the National Society and 
to provide relief supplies, medical 
equipment etc.;
• Red Crescent participation in the 
government reconstruction plan 
comprising:
- the erection and equipment of pre
fabricated dispensaries and policli
nics;
- the erection and equipment of 
children’s homes for 3,000 orphans;
• three League delegates sent. 
Participating Societies: 50.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 21,897,583.-. 
Non-Red Cross aid: from the EEC.

Date: November 1980s
Country: Italy.
Cause: earthquake in Southern Italy :
- about 3,000 dead;
- 7,671 injured;
- 300,000 homeless;
Programme:
• emergency assistance by Italian 
Red Cross volunteers: distributions 
of food, thousands of tents and over 
10,000 blankets sent by National 
Societies in response to a League 
appeal;
- provision of drinking water by the 

Italian Red Cross water purification 
unit;
- installation in mountainous re
gions of about 30 prefabricated social 
centres providing hot meals and edu
cational, health and recreational faci
lities to vulnerable groups, mainly 
children and the elderly;
- Italian Red Cross medical and 
social programme for earthquake vic
tims living in tents or caravans;
• four League delegates sent. 
Participating Societies: 36.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 11,413,698.-.

Relief operations
started in 1979 and continued 
in 1980
Date: April 1979-June 1980 (see page 
13).
Country: Mauritania.
Cause: drought.
Programme:
• Mauritanian Red Crescent relief 
operation: distribution of food, 
clothing and blankets to 75,000 per
sons (children, expectant and lactat
ing mothers and the elderly) by its 56 
local branches and 11 social centres;
• two League delegates sent.
Participating Societies: six.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 1,300,280.-.
Non-Red Cross aid: EEC gift of:
- 50 tons butter oil
- 100 tons milk powder.

Date: April 1979 (see page 13).
Country: Yugoslavia1.
Cause: earthquake.
Programme:
• medium-term reconstruction 
phase, in which the Red Cross of 
Yugoslavia has completed the relief 
warehouse in Titograd and built (in 
Barof, Budva and Herceg Novi) three 
of six intended multi-purpose cen
tres.
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Participating Societies: eight. 
Value of gifts: Sir. 2,345,731.-.
Non-Red Cross aid: a contribution by 
the World Council of Churches to the 
cost of building a Red Cross centre.

Date: August 1979 (see page 15).
Country: South-East Asia1.
Cause: Refugees and displaced per
sons.
Programme:
• medical and social assistance con
tinued by operating Societies and coor
dinated by the League/ICRC Task 
Force for South-East Asian refugees;
• two international appeals made 
jointly by the League and ICRC in 
support of the programmes of seven 
of the eight National Societies. *

China
• resettlement phase; the Red Cross 
of China began resettling 260,000 
refugees under a relief plan estimated 
to cost Sfr. 4,634,000 which also 
covers the provision of medical 
equipment.
• one League delegate sent.
Participating Societies: 10.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 1,532,270.-.

Hong Kong

Refugees present at
the end of 1979: 55,704'

Arrivals in 1980: 11,170'

Departures in 1980: 37,228'

• aid (75% of the cost of which was 
paid by the League) given by the 
Hong Kong branch of the British Red 
Cross Society to the Kai Tak North 
temporary transit centre and to the 
dispensary open to all Vietnamese 
boat people;
• five League delegates sent. 
Participating Societies: four.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 329,834 -, of 
which Sfr. 71,605 from non-Red 
Cross sources.

Indonesia

Refugees present at 
the end of 1979: 32,224’

Arrivals in 1980: 6,821'
Departures in 1980: 35,227'

• medical and social programme run 
by over one hundred members of the 
Indonesian Red Cross in the two new 
centres in the Anamba Islands for 
first-asylum refugees and in those 
opened on Galang Island for a total of 
20,000 refugees.
• seventeen League/ICRC delega
tes sent.
Participating Societies: 11. 
Value of gifts: Sfr. 378,354.-.

Macao

Refugees present at 
the end of 1979: 3,347'

Arrivals in 1980: 2,270'

Departures in 1980: 3,007'

• relief operation continued by the 
Macao branch of the Portuguese Red 
Cross in aid of over 3,000 refugees, in 
the form of supplementary medica
ments and educational material for a 
kindergarten and newly-opened day- 
nursery.
• two League delegates sent. 
Participating Societies: two.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 142,075.-.

Malaysia

Refugees present at 
the end of 1979: 34,296'

Arrivals in 1980: 18,263'

Departures in 1980: 41,349'

• continuance of all-purpose assis
tance by the Malaysian Red Crescent 
Society in cooperation with the 
UNHCR;
• forty-one League delegates sent. 
Participating Societies: 12.

24



+c

1 UNHCR official statistics.

Value of gifts: Sir. 1,209,921.-, of 
which Sfr. 157,721.- from non-Red 
Cross sources.

Philippines

Refugees present at
the end of 1979: 5,315'

Arrivals in 1980: 4,932'

Departures in 1980: 6,892'

• Philippine National Red Cross 
assistance in three camps and 
centres: supplementary medical 
care, milk distribution, social wel
fare, tracing and mailing services, 
milk feeding for over 380 children 
and a “ food for work ” programme for 
350 adults in several villages around 
Bataan;
• two League/ICRC delegates sent. 
Participating Societies: two.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 1,077,700.-, of 
which Sfr. 993,420 from non-Red 
Cross sources.

Date: September 1979-J uly 1980 (see 
page 17).
Country: Commonwealth of Domi
nica
Cause: Hurricane “David”.

Singapore

Refugees present at 
the end of 1979:

■
901'

Arrivals in 1980: 9,280'

Departures in 1980: 9,091'

• continued aid by the Singapore 
Red Cross Society to some 2,000 per
sons in transit: tracing and mailing 
services, and distribution of daily 
allowances to the refugees.

Thailand

Refugees present at 
the end of 1979: 147,553'

including 6,785 boat people

Arrivals in 1980: 65,118*

Departures in 1980: 126,225'

• continuance of Thai Red Cross 
Society relief programme, especially:
- a tracing and mailing service with 
ICRC support;
- food and medical assistance to 
refugees along the frontier with 
Kampuchea, jointly with the ICRC 
and UNICEF and with technical sup
port from the League;
• nine League delegates sent.
Participating Societies: eight.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 576,749.-, of 
which Sfr. 3,621.- from non-Red 
Cross sources.
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Programme :
• continuance of the aid to victims 
given since September 1979 by the 
Dominica branch of the British Red 
Cross Society, in view of the enor
mous needs resulting from Hurri
cane “David”, which is regarded as 
the worst hurricane of the century in 
the Caribbean.
Participating Societies: one. 
Value of gifts: Sfr. 51,362.-.

Date: September 1979-February 1980 
(see page 17).
Country: Dominican Republic.
Cause: Hurricane “David”.
Programme:
• relief operations - medical and 
health care and emergency supplies 
- continued by the Dominican Red 
Cross.
Participating Societies: two.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 218,803.-.

Date: October 1979-February 1980 
(see page 17).
Country: Algeria.
Cause: floods.

Programme:
• emergency assistance operation 
for thousands of victims continued 
for four months by the Algerian Red 
Crescent.
Participating Societies: two.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 417,792.-.

Date: October 1979-February 1980 
(see page 17).
Country: Egypt.
Cause: floods.
Programme:
• relief distributions continued by 
the Egyptian Red Crescent Society 
under its emergency plan in aid of 
victims of the floods affecting four 
regions of the country.
Participating Societies: six.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 129,892.-.

Date: N ovember 1979-February 1980 
(see page 18).
Country: Morocco.
Cause: floods.
Programme:
• aid to victims of the floods that 
have ravaged 12 provinces of the 

country continued by the Moroccan 
Red Crescent for three months.
Participating Societies: five.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 461,605.-.

Date: November 1979-December 
1980 (see page 18).
Country: Honduras.
Cause: floods.
Programme:
• continuance of Honduran Red 
Cross emergency operations suppor
ted by 106 first-aiders, under the 
national relief plan carried outjointly 
by several humanitarian organiza
tions.
Participating Societies: six.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 126,227.-.

Dare; November 1979-June 1980(see 
page 18).
Country: Colombia.
Cause: floods and earthquakes.
Programme:
• aid continued for seven months by 
the Colombian Red Cross Society 
under its relief operation in aid of 
flood and earthquake victims. 
Participating Societies: eight.
Value of gifts: Sfr. 264,899.-.

LRCS
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Long-term relief operations
Started in 1975,1976,1977 or 1978 and continued in 1979 or 1980

Date: October 1975-July 1979.
Country: Portugal.
Cause: One million returnees from 
Angola, Mozambique and Timor. 
Programme:
• continuance until July 1979 of 
phase 2 of the Portuguese Red Cross 
relief operation2 started in 1976 for 
the construction of about one hun
dred permanent houses in various 
parts of the country;
• one League delegate sent.
Participating Societies: 26 (1975- 
1979).
Value of gifts: Sfr. 14,663,634.- 
(1975-1979); Sfr. 507,020.- (1979).

Date: November 1977s
Country: India.
Cause: three cyclones in the States of 
Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu:
- 12,700 dead;
- 7 million affected;
- 2 million homeless;
- 98,000 dwellings damaged;
- 162,000 huts washed away;
- communications cut;
- crops destroyed.
Programme:
• continuance of Phase 3 of the 
Indian Red Cross Society’s relief 
operation comprising:
- the reconstruction of permanent 
dwellings and cyclone shelters on the 
East coast: 1,522 houses and 146 shel
ters in Andhra Pradesh and 23 shel
ters in Tamil Nadu;
- extension of an orphanage for girls 
at Hyderabad, so enabling the Natio
nal Society to house another 100 girls.
• six League delegates sent. 
Participating Societies: 38 (1977- 
1979).
Value of gifts:
Sfr. 18,399,959 (1979)
Sfr. 101,248 (1980)
Sfr. 18,501,207.-.
Non-Red Cross aid:
- cash gifts from the International 
Union for Child Welfare;

- 500 tons of milk powder from the 
EEC.

Date: May 1978-December 1979.
Country: Bangladesh.
Cause: 195,000 refugees from Burma.
Programme:
• relief operation by the Bangla
desh Red Cross Society in transit 
centres: supplementary feeding, 
treatment feeding, a medical pro
gramme, two hot meals a day and 
clothing;
• League backing by means of an 
international appeal to reinforce the 
National Society’s work and enable 
this to continue until all Burmese 
were repatriated;
• six League delegates sent. 
Participating Societies: 30 (1978- 
1979).
Value of gifts:
Sfr. 2,456,802.-. (1978)
Sfr. 497,344 -. (1979)
Sfr. 2,954,146.-. (1978-1979).
Non-Red Cross aid: from UNHCR.

Date: June 1978-April 1979. 
Country: The Gambia.
Cause: drought.
Programme:
• continuance of the food pro
gramme involving daily distribution 
of rations by The Gambia Red Cross 
Society to 31,230 children of pre
school age;
• 598 tons of food distributed by the 
National Society in ten months;
• one League delegate sent. 
Participating Societies: 12 (1978- 
1979).

1 Ongoing operation.
2 Phase 1 - the emergency phase - of the 

PortugueseRed Cross relief operation cove
red the distribution of food and clothing, 
and medical assistance, in several camps 
for which the Society had been given respon
sibility. It lasted from 1975 to 1976.
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Value of gifts:
Sfr. 584,800 - (1978)
Sfr. 1,049,181.-. (1979)
Sfr. 1,633,981.—
Non-Red Cross aid: EEC gift of 100 
tons of rice.

Date: June 1978-December 1979. 
Country: Ethiopia.
Cause: drought and locust invasion, 
with consequent food shortage:
• in the province of Wollo:
- 2,000,000 persons affected, inclu
ding 352,000 children under age 10 
and 11,257 pregnant or lactating 
women;
- 851,000 victims in vulnerable 
groups;
• in the province of Tigre (eight 
districts):
- 561,537 persons affected;
• in the province of Gondar (three 
districts):
- 300,000 persons affected.
Programme:
• Ethiopian Red Cross Society ope
rations comprising:
- medical care, food, medicaments, 
clothing, blankets and tents to affec
ted persons and to 250,000 people 
moving out of the highlands to new 
resettlement areas;
- a medical programme covered by 
14 dispensaries and mobile teams in 
all three provinces;
• an international League appeal in 
support of the National Society’s acti
vities and to improve its transport 
facilities by sending lorries to carry 
relief supplies into difficult terrain, 
some of it accessible only on mule- 
back;
• five League delegates sent. 
Participating Societies: 26 (1978- 
1979).
Value of gifts:
Sfr. 3,043,619 - (1978)
Sfr. 4,866,495 - (1979)
Sfr. 7,910,114.-.

Date: September 1978-February 
1980.
Country: Burma.
Cause: 200,000 returnees from Ban
gladesh.
Programme:
• assistance by the Burma Red Cross 
Society, backed by an international 
League appeal and comprising:
- at first, a food programme of milk, 
biscuits and multivitamins distribu
ted by 300 volunteers from the Natio
nal Society to 25,000 children under 
age 12 in reception and transit centres 
and the children’s villages, and the 
supply of soap, medicaments and 
medical equipment;
- later, as repatriations to Burma 
speeded up and reached 25,000 per 
month, a supplementary feeding pro
gramme for 50,000 children which 
was administered from 134 milk sta
tions in the villages;
• five League delegates sent.
Participating Societies: 20 (1978- 
1979).
Value of gifts:
Sfr. 444,692 - (1978) 
Sfr. 830,178 - (1979)
Sfr. 1,274,870.-.

Date: September 1979s
Country: India.
Cause: floods in nine States:
- over 1,000 dead;
- over 32 million people affected.
Programme:
• large scale activity by the Indian 
Red Cross Society comprising:
a. relief assistance (estimated cost 
Sfr. 2,500,000.-):
- in the 30 worst hit villages of Wes
tern Bengal: milk feeding and distri
butions of clothing, blankets, school 
books, and materials for building 
wells;
- in the States of Assam, Western 
Bengal, Bihar, Haryana, Orissa, Pun
jab, Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh, a 

medical programme run by 31 static 
or mobile units;
b. a relief preparedness plan (total 
cost Sfr. 2,890,000.-) in eight States, 
entailing the construction of 25 relief 
warehouses and the supply of boats, 
vehicles, equipment and relief mate
rial;
• one League delegate sent.
Participating Societies: 31 (1978— 
1980).
Value of gifts:
Sfr. 9,513,160 -(1978)
Sfr. 1,664,443 - (1979)
Sfr. 300,146.- (1980)
Sfr. 11,477,749.-.

Date: September 1978-November 
1979.
Country: Iran.
Cause: earthquake in the Tabas 
region (15,000 dead, 2,720 injured, 
40,000 persons affected; the town of 
Tabas and 107 villages destroyed or 
damaged); and a year later, strong 
earth tremors in North-East Iran.
Programme:
• phase two of Iranian Red Crescent 
Society assistance2: reconstruction 
of a hospital with financial aid from 
several National Societies;
• a League appeal for funds so that 
the National Society could make 
local purchases of relief supplies to 
increase its capacity to intervene in 
time of disaster;
• the distribution of 900 tents to the 
victims of the November 1979 earth
quake in North-East Iran.
Participating Societies: 23 (1978— 
1979).
Value of gifts:
Sfr. 2,415,747 - (1978)
Sfr. 274,900 - (1979)
Sfr. 2,690,647.-. 

1 Ongoing operation.
2 Phase one, the emergency phase, com

prised a medical programme and the distri
bution of airlifted relief supplies.
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Date: September 1978-August 1979. 
Country: Honduras.
Cause: 52,000 refugees from Nicara
gua.
Programme:
• continuance ofthe Honduran Red 
Cross relief operation, in which the 
Society was the operational partner 
of the government and the UNHCR. 
The operation comprised the distri
bution of relief supplies (food, blan
kets, tents and temporary shelters), 
medical care and health services, in 
six camps for which the Society was 
responsible.
• League and ICRC backing, 
through National Societies, in the 
form of tents and funds for operating 
expenses and the purchase of vehi
cles and emergency supplies, and 
also for carrying out a Honduran Red 
Cross programme for the relief of 
20,000 (and later, 52,000) refugees;
• six League delegates sent.
Participating Societies: 16 (1978- 
1980).
Value of gifts:
Sfr. 47,900 - (1978) 
Sfr. 724,216 - (1979) 
Sfr. 92,672 - (1980)
Sfr. 864,788.-.
Non-Red Cross aid: EEC gift of 
US$ 104,000.- for the purchase of 
food, blankets and tents.

Date: October 1978-July 1979.
Country: Viet Nam.
Cause: floods in 10 provinces in
North and South Viet Nam:
- 4,100,000 persons affected, inclu
ding 2,700,000 in need of emergency 
assistance;
- 1,300,000 hectares of land under 
water.
Programme:
• continued assistance by the Red 
Cross of Viet Nam to 600,000 flood 
victims by the dispatch of 2,845 tons 
of rice bought by the League with 

contributions from National Socie
ties;
• two League delegates sent.
Participating Societies: 24 (1978— 
1979).
Value of gifts:
Sfr. 2,054,620.- (1978)
Sfr. 2,655,060 - (1979)
Sfr. 4,709,680.-.

Date: November 1978-June 1979.
Country: Zaire.
Cause: famine caused by serious 
drought in South-West Zaire.
Programme:
• relief operation by the Red Cross 
Society of the Republic ofZaire com
prising:
- the distribution of 1,100 tons of 
food as protein-rich supplementary 
feeding;
- a nutrition/medical programme 
carried out by specialists with the 
help of first aiders from the National 
Society;
• four League delegates sent.
Participating Societies: 19, plus 2 
governments (1978-1979).
Value of gifts:
Sfr. 724,000 - (1978)
Sfr. 1,267,195 - (1979)
Sfr. 1,991,195.-.
Non-Red Cross aid: food supplies 
sent by the World Food Programme.

Date: August 1978s
Country: Nicaragua.
Cause: post-war assistance.
Programme:
• plan for post-war réadaptation and 
increasing the ability of the Nica
raguan Red Cross to provide emer
gency assistance, introduced by the 
government, the League and the 
ICRC as part of operational Phase 22.
• an international League appeal in 

support of the plan, which com
prised:
- rebuilding or repairing eight Red 
Cross centres destroyed or damaged 
in the civil war;
- the construction of eight new 
Departmental centres;
- development of the Nicaraguan 
Red Cross blood transfusion centre, 
which played an important part 
during the conflict;
- reorganization of the national 
ambulance service;
- replenishment of stocks of relief 
supplies in the emergency operations 
centre ;
- distribution of school supplies for 
about 130,000 children;
- financing of a community develop
ment programme;
- a health programme for the indige
nous communities of the Rio Coco 
region.
Participating Societies: 18 (1978- 
1980).
Value of gifts:
Sfr. 271,406 - (1978)
Sfr. 2,199,487 - (1979)
Sfr. 2,611,132 - (1980)
Sfr. 5,082,025.-.

1 Ongoing operation.
2 Operational phase 1 comprised emer

gency assistance, mainly food and medi
cal aid, to victims of the conflict, and pro
tection of prisoners and civilians.
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Disaster Preparedness
• Establish a national disaster 
preparedness plan in every 
country and especially in 
those prone to disasters.

The League is currently working on 
the implementation of some thirty 
disaster preparedness projects. These 
projects generally incorporate :
- a Red Cross/government disaster 
preparedness and relief plan;
- training of relief personnel;
- establishment of central and regio
nal warehouses;
- stockpiling of relief goods;
- provision of means of transport;
- a communications network.

In 1979-80, 17 National Societies 
(those of Afghanistan, Bangladesh, 
Burma, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El 
Salvador, Fiji, The Gambia, Hondu
ras, India, Nicaragua, Pakistan, 
Panama, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan 
and Tonga) received such assistance. 
Missions to evaluate programmes 
were undertaken to three National 
Societies (of Indonesia, Nepal and 
Nigeria). Disaster preparedness has 
been actively encouraged in the 
Caribbean area where several meet
ings on this subject were organized.

Disaster preparedness also inclu
des the training of delegates. Here 
again the League has stepped up its 
efforts. During 1979-80, two training 
courses for future League delegates 
were conducted, one in the United 
States (February 1979) with 26 partici
pants from National Societies and the 
American and Canadian govern
ments; the other in Indonesia (Octo
ber 1980) with an attendance of 27 
representatives of 18 National Socie
ties from Asia and the Pacific. In 
addition, the League provided tech
nical assistance for similar courses 
organized nationally by the Societies 
of Iceland (May 1979), Finland 
(November 1980) and Spain (Sep
tember 1980). Ten seminars1 on 
aspects of disaster preparedness were 
held in Africa, America and the 
Caribbean, Asia and the Pacific, 
under the auspices of the League or 
in cooperation with the United 
Nations specialized agencies and 
governmental organizations such as

l.RC'S

31



the Office of the U.N. Coordinator 
for Disaster Relief (UNDRO); the 
Pan American Health Organization 
(PAHO)/WHO; Office for Foreign 
Disaster Assistance (OFDA)/ 
USAID; the South Pacific Office of 
Economic Cooperation (SPEC), etc.

In addition, Disaster Relief Mana
gement Workshop II (Switzerland, 
June 1979), sponsored by the League, 
brought together 27 delegates from 19 
National Societies (participating and 
operating) of Asia, Latin America, 
Europe and the Middle East. They 
sought practical solutions to the 
increasing number of problems that 
arise in the organization and plan
ning of disaster relief, internationally 
as well as nationally and regionally.

The League has taken an active 
part in the annual meetings of the 
various Committees concerned with 
the promotion of disaster prevention 
and preparedness measures in areas 
exposed to tropical cyclones: WMO/ 
ESCAP (Economic and Social Com
mission for Asia and the Pacific) 
Typhoon Committee/Far East; 

WMO/ESCAP Panel on Tropical 
Cyclones in the Bay of Bengal; WMO 
Tropical Cyclone Committee for the 
South-West Indian Ocean; Hurri
cane Committee/Caribbean Area; 
Typhoon Operational Experiment 
(TOPEX); International Advisory 
Committee on Earthquake Risk. A 
joint advisory mission on disaster 
preparedness was undertaken by 
UNDRO, USAID and the League to 
Haiti and another one by WMO, 
UNDRO and the League to the mem
ber countries of the Tropical Cyclone 
Committee for the South-West 
Indian Ocean.

Finally, the League, with the parti
cipation of UNDRO, WMO, 
UNESCO, UNICEF and IOCD 
(International Organization for Civil 
Defence), has started a study on edu
cation as a means of mitigating the 
effects of disasters, since, to be really 
effective, a disaster preparedness 
plan depends very largely on the res
ponse of the community. Teaching 
the public what to do can be instru
mental in saving human lives and in 
safeguarding property.

1 In chronological order.

India (January-February 1979), Di
saster Preparedness Semi
nar: representatives ofNatio- 
nal Societies and govern
ments from seven countries 
of South Asia.

Mexico (January 1979), Multidiscipli
nary Seminar with special 
emphasis on the integration 
of nurses and health person
nel in relief operations: 36 
delegates from 16 Latin Ame
rican National Societies.

St. Lucia (June 1979), Disaster Prepa
redness Seminar with the 
participation of representati
ves of governments and 
international organizations, 
technical experts and delega
tes from National Societies in 
the Caribbean.

Fiji (November 1979), Disaster
Preparedness Workshop for 
the South Pacific area, orga
nized by the League in co
operation with SPEC and 
UNDRO : government repre
sentatives and delegates from 
nine National Societies.

Philippines (January-February 1980), Di
saster Preparedness Seminar 
under the aegis of OFDA/ 
USAID: 57 participants, five 
of whom were from ASEAN 
National Societies.

Bolivia (March 1980), Disaster Prepa
redness Training Course 
attended by 28 delegates 
from ten National Societies.

Lesotho (May 1980), Regional Disas
ter Preparedness Workshop: 
29 participants from seven 
National Societies of Sou
thern Africa.

Dominican (May 1980), follow-up to the 
Republic St. Lucia seminar(see above).
Jamaica (June 1980), Seminar on Di

saster Relief Management 
organized by PAHO for ad
ministrators of Health Minis
tries in 16 Caribbean coun
tries.

Jamaica (September-October 1980), 
Disaster Preparedness 
Course, with 27 delegates 
from 15 Caribbean National 
Societies.
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Relief Supplies
• Supply and despatch relief 
goods to areas where relief 
operations are being carried out.
• See to the immediate 
availability of disaster relief 
supplies.
• Improve, with the help of 
specialized agencies, methods 
of transport and storage of 
relief material.
• Develop the establishment 
of relief warehouses 
nationally and internationally.

Purchases and Gifts
During 1979-80, nearly 960 orders 
totalling around Sfr. 22,000,000.- (an 
increase of some 28% in relation to
1978) were filled. They were mainly 
for medical supplies, vehicles, emer
gency shelters, foodstuffs and blan
kets.

In the same period the League 
received as a gift 8,600 tons of cereals 
and milk products from the Euro
pean Economic Community (EEC) 
and 420 tons of milk products from 
the Swiss Government. The EEC 
also helped the League by covering 
in part the costs of transport and dis
tribution in the field of the foodstuffs 
it had allocated; this financial assis
tance amounted in 1979 to nearly 
Sfr. 92,000.-.

Study and Standardization
On the initiative of the League, and in 
cooperation with the Swedish Red 
Cross, representatives of ten Natio
nal Societies met at Halmstad (May
1979) to study a certain number of 
technical subjects dealing with the 
storage of relief goods, co-ordination 
of purchases, marking and packing of 
relief consignments as well as a Red 
Cross radio communications system.

In addition, the League, together 

with ICSID (International Council of 
Societies of Industrial Design) and 
UNDRO, examined projects submit
ted as part of an international design 
study on emergency and relief mate
rial at a meeting held at the Henry 
Dunant Institute (January 1980). The 
final results will be published in a 
brochure which will be available 
from the ICSID Secretariat in Brus
sels.

In agreement with UNDRO, the 
League has endeavoured:
O to promote the general use of a 
standardized system of marking 
among several international organi
zations, and
O to prepare a list of disaster relief 
supplies in order to have a more sim
plified nomenclature for some relief 
items.

In a related field and in co-opera
tion with the “Steering Committee” 
(the League being a member together 
with Caritas Internationalis, Catholic 
Relief Services, World Lutheran 
Federation, Oxfam and the World 
Council of Churches), a small pam
phlet describing the administrative 
procedures for purchases, despatch 
and acceptance of relief consign
ments is being prepared. This docu
ment will be used by the voluntary 
agencies and their representatives in 
the field.

League International Relief Warehouses

Marseilles

Panama 

Santiago de Chile 

Singapore

1,445 tents
54,429 blankets
215 stretchers

293 sleeping bags
540 first aid kits
431 bed covers 

and quilts 
nearly 9,000 pairs 

of shoes 
some 850 parcels 
of used clothing

100 tons

800 m3

value (appr.) 
Sfr. 800,000-
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Development Programme
• To promote the formation 
and development of National 
Red Cross or Red Crescent 
Societies. • To provide the 
technical assistance and 
material support needed so 
that recently founded National 
Societies can start, 
consolidate or extend their 
activities. • To stimulate and 
co-ordinate support from 
National Societies and other 
bodies, so that operating 
Societies may begin, pursue 
and expand their activities.

Technical assistance to National 
Societies comprises missions by 
advisers and League delegates; train
ing sessions and regional seminars; 
the training and employment by 
national headquarters of leaders, 
technical officials and instructors; 
study visits; assistance in preparing 
National Societies’ “profiles”, plans 
and budgets; help in setting up Infor
mation, fundraising and recruiting 
services; the publication of guides 
and other documents; and the pro
duction of teaching aids.

This technical assistance is sup
plemented by material aid corres
ponding to the needs indicated in the 
operating Society’s development 
plan and consisting of equipment or 
funds for specific programmes or 
projects.

The structure and permanent tasks 
of the Development Programme are 
largely covered by the League bud
get, but some important programmes 
- its operations and certain develop
ment projects - are supported by 
voluntary contributions from Natio
nal Societies and other sources.

1979-80
Evaluation of previous programmes 
and the conclusions of several regio
nal meetings showed that the Deve
lopment Programme needed rethink
ing; and the Vlth Session of the 
Development Programme Advisory 
Committee (see page 35) took stock 
of the situation and recommended 

that a Red Cross Development Stra
tegy for the 80s should be drawn up. 
The Relief Advisory Committee was 
associated with the findings of this 
Session on matters such as the selec
tion, recruiting, training and employ
ment of delegates, evaluation of Lea
gue operations, and the place of relief 
preparedness in Red Cross develop
ment. Particular attention was given 
to the development of National 
Societies in small island States.

Generally speaking, the Africa 
Programme concentrated on deve
loping primary health care, in close 
cooperation with the WHO and 
UNICEF Regional Bureau. A Red 
Cross radio prize has been created to 
encourage African radio producers 
to prepare broadcasts on this subject.

The five-year Southern Africa Pro
gramme was begun early in 1979 and 
is a pilot project for technical assis
tance and development aimed at 
producing self-reliance. It covers the 
Red Cross Societies of Angola, Bots
wana, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambi
que, Swaziland, Tanzania, Zambia 
and Zimbabwe. Many of the approa
ches embodied in the Strategy for the 
80s were tried out in Southern Africa.

In September 1980 the simulta
neous occurrence of several opera
tions in aid of refugees and drought 
victims in Eastern Africa led the Lea
gue to form an Eastern Africa Task 
Force to co-ordinate all relief and 
development for the National Socie
ties of Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, 
Somalia, Sudan and Uganda.

Empress Shoken Fund
The purpose of the Empress Shoken Fund is to finance the humanitarian 
activities of National Societies in peacetime. Its income, Sfr. 427,454.— in 
1979 and 1980, was distributed in the form of grants to the National Socie
ties of the following 12 countries: Afghanistan, Burma. Chile, El Salva
dor, Haiti, Jordan, Nicaragua, Niger, Pakistan, Senegal, Syria and 
Thailand.
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Contributions to the Development Programme

1979 value in 1980

32 National Societies
3 other donors

25 National Societies
2 other donors

Sfr. 4,630,000- cash Sfr. 4,491,182.—1

Sir. 9,735,000- kind Sfr. 7,214,557.—1

Sfr. 449,000- services Sfr. 547,113.—1

Sfr. 14,814,000- Total Sfr. 12,252,852.-1

total for the two years 1979-80:
Sfr. 27,066,852-

1 These figures are based on information held by the League at the end of February 1981 
and are incomplete.

2 Countries whose National Society is a 
member of the Development Programme 
A dvisory Committeefor 1977-81 :A ustralia, 
Bangladesh, Botswana, Bulgaria, Finland, 
Hungary, Jamaica, Korea (Rep.), Mexico, 
Morocco, Senegal, Spain, Tanzania, Uru
guay and Zambia.

The North Africa and Middle East 
Programme aimed mainly at improv
ing existing services in the National 
Societies and giving necessary sup
port to Societies in process of forma
tion. The Moroccan Red Crescent 
was given substantial aid in carrying 
out its four-year plan, and many pro
jects were launched in the region to 
develop medical services, blood 
transfusion, relief preparedness and 
Red Cross Youth.

The America Programme was 
given a new orientation by the Xlth 
Interamerican Conference of June 
1979, which adopted a five-year Red 
Cross Development Plan to conso
lidate the structures and operational 
capacity of National Societies. Prio
rity was given to providing an effi
cient organization, staffed by quali
fied personnel, for Information and 
fundraising, the extension of com
munity medico-social services, blood 
transfusion, disaster preparedness 
and Red Cross Youth. The League’s 
Regional Service for America was 
reinforced in Geneva and in the field, 
and survival projects were drawn up 

to enable the National Societies of 
Nicaragua and El Salvador to main
tain and even extend their basic ser
vices to the population despite the 
conflicts in their countries.

The Asia and Pacific Programme 
consisted in the implementation of 
disaster preparedness, primary health 
care and blood transfusion projects, 
and a special effort was made to help 
the new National Societies of the 
South Pacific.

Development Programme 
Advisory Committee2
Vlth Session, Geneva, 
June 1979

Twelve of the 15 member National 
Societies were represented, and 
observers from seven National Socie
ties attended. Some items of the 
agenda were discussed at a joint 
meeting with the Relief Advisory 
Committee.

The main conclusions 
concerned :
O primary health care - a particu
larly important branch of Red Cross 
development;
O relief preparedness as a compo
nent of Red Cross development;
O general guidelines for the evalua
tion of development programmes/ 
projects and relief operations;
O guidelines for the establishment of 
a general line of conduct for select
ing, recruiting, training and evaluat
ing delegates in charge of develop
ment or relief;
O Red Cross development in island 
States;
O the outline of a Red Cross Deve
lopment Strategy for the 80s.
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North Africa and Middle East: Libya.

America: Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Mexico and USA.

1979 +c
J t ' '' :s\ V^TgffL^. "*s s* * ' 'J

National Societies helping to finance the Development Programme (by country)
Africa: South Africa and Zambia.

Asia and Pacific: A ustralia, Japan, New Zealand and Philippines.

Europe: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Denmark, Finland, France, German Democratic Republic, Germany (Fed. Rep.), Greece, Hungary, 
Monaco, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Spain. Sweden. Switzerland. Furkey, United Kingdom. USSR and Yugoslavia.

National Societies in existence or in course of formation
which have received support from the Development Programme (by country)

Africa: A ngola, Botswana, Cameroon, Central A frican Republic, Congo, Djibouti, Gambia (Fhe), Guinea-Bissau, Lesotho, Malawi, Mauri
tania, Mauritius, Mozambique, Rwanda, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Swaziland, Tanzania, Togo, Uganda, Zaire andZambia.

North Africa and Middle East: Afghanistan, A Igeria, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Qatar, Sudan, Syria and Tunisia.

America: Argentine, Bahamas, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Rep., Ecuador, El Salvador, 
Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Surinam, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Uruguay and Venezuela.

Asia and Pacific: Bangladesh, Burma, China, Fiji, India, Indonesia. Korea (Rep.), Malaysia, Mongolia. Papua New Guinea, Philippines, 
Sri Lanka, Thailand, Tonga and Viet Nam.

, „ .. ‘ “ ... ... . ... .. .. ' . ■ .... . ' ' . •: " '
Training periods, regional/national meetings and seminars, and specialist meetings'

Africa
Senegal (February) National leadership seminar.
Cameroon (July-August) National leadership seminar.
Swaziland (July) Working Group of League field delegates engaged on the Southern Africa Programme.
Botswana (October) Working Group of League field delegates engaged on the Southern Africa Programme.

North Africa and Middle East
Libya (December) Regional meeting of RCY Directors. Subject: training.

America
Mexico (January) Regional seminar for health personnel. Subject: disaster relief preparedness.
Costa Rica (March) Regional seminar for primary health care instructors. Subject: training.
Barbados (May) National seminar for RCY Directors.
Brazil (June) Xlth Interamerican Red Cross Conference.
Argentine (August) National seminar for Red Cross Directors.
Haiti (September) National leadership seminar.
Ecuador (November) IVth Interamerican Red Cross Seminar on the organization of Blood Transfusion Services.

Asia and the Pacific
Tonga (July) National seminar for Red Cross Directors.
Fiji (September/October) National seminar for Red Cross Directors.
Nepal (November) National seminar for Red Cross Directors.

Africa

79 80

North Africa 
Middle East

America Asia and 
the Pacific

79 80 79 80 79 80

Delegates/advisers 17 28 1 - 1 2 2 2
Study Visits 2 4 1 1 10 9 6 12
Meetings 4 6 1 — 7 6 4 4
National Societies allocated: 

funds for specific 
programmes 16 15 2 4 11 9 10 10
medical equipment 14 12 7 8 10 5 14 11
teaching material — 1 1 2 — 2 3 2
vehicles 2 — 1 — 2 1 1 3
sundry material 19 11 7 6 19 12 7 9
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1980
National Societies helping to finance the Development Programme (by country)

Africa:

North Africa and Middle East: Kuwait and Libya.

America: Canada and USA.

Asia and Pacific: A ustraiia, India, Japan, New Zealand and Philippines.

Europe: Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Finland, France, German Democratic Republic, Germany (Fed. Rep.), Hungary, Iceland, 
Netherlands, Norway, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom, USSR and Yugoslavia.

National Societies in existence or in course of formation 
which have received support from the Development Programme (by country)

Africa: Angola, Botswana, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Congo, Djibouti, Equatorial Guinea, Gambia (The), Guinea-Bissau, 
Kenya, Lesotho, Malawi, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mozambique, Rwanda, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Swaziland, Tanza
nia, Togo, Uganda, Zaire, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

North Africa and Middle East: Afghanistan, A Igeria, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Qatar, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, Yemen A rab 
Republic and People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen.

America: Argentine, Bahamas, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Rep., Ecuador, El Salvador, 
Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Surinam, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Uruguay and Venezuela.

Asia and Pacific: Burma, Democratic Kampuchea, Fiji, India, Indonesia, Korea (Rep.), Laos, Malaysia, Mongolia, Papua New Guinea, 
Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka and Thailand.

Training periods, regional/national meetings and seminars, and specialist meetings* 1

Africa
Botswana (March) Course for Administration/Finance OJftcers of National Societies of Southern Africa.
Botswana (March) Regional meeting of Chief Executives of operating Societies and the evaluation team of the Southern Africa 
Programme.
Malawi (May) Regional Workshop on safety services.
Lesotho (May) Regional Workshop on Disaster Preparedness.
Zambia (September) Regional meeting of operating and participating Societies and the evaluation team of the Southern Africa 
Programme.
Swaziland (November) Course for Administration/Finance Officers (follow-up to the course held in Botswana).

America
Colombia (August) National RCY/Relief courses.
Uruguay (September) National RCY/Relief courses.
Bolivia (March) Meeting of Presidents and Technical Seminars, Subregion II. 
Haiti (June) Meeting of Presidents and Technical Seminars, Subregion III. 
Mexico (July) Meeting of Presidents and Technical Seminars, Subregion I. 
Mexico (July) 1st Meeting of the Interamerican Regional Committee.

Asia and the Pacific
Australia (February) Regional Meeting for National RCY Directors.
Philippines (February) Regional Seminar on Information and Fundraising.
Sri Lanka (April) National training course.
Indonesia (November) Vth Regional Seminar on Blood Programmes.

Europe
Switzerland (October) Symposium on the draft for a Red Cross Development Strategy for the 80s.

1 The meetings were financed wholly or partly by the Development Programme. Regional Officers gave technical assistance to these and 
to other meetings held by the League, the ICRC, international organizations and specialized institutions.
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Medico-Social Activities
• To help National Societies 
to plan and carry out their 
health, accident prevention, 
nursing and social welfare 
activities, nationally and 
internationally, in co
ordination with governmental 
and non-governmental 
organizations.

Health

The League has worked out a primary 
health care strategy in line with the 
wishes, needs and potential of Natio
nal Societies. It has adopted the 
WHO and UNICEF goal of “Health 
for all by the year 2000”, for which 
those two organizations have waged a 
vigorous campaign. This means in 
practice that all countries will have to 
strive to improve the health of their 
population so far as their social and 
economic resources allow. This 
important task was given full promi
nence at the 1st International Red 
Cross Primary Health Care Seminar1 
held in May 1979 at Frunze, capital of 
the Kirgiziya SSR (USSR).

Over the next few years National 
Societies will have to face the chal
lenge of finding ways of reaching this 
goal by following the strategies fra
med by their governments to make 
“Health for all” a reality within 20 
years.

One National Society, the Costa 
Rica Red Cross, took the initiative of 

holding a seminar in March 1979 with 
League assistance. It was attended by 
representatives of the National 
Societies of Central America, 
Mexico and Panama and studied 
available methods of applying pri
mary health care programmes mee
ting community needs.

Smallpox eradication .-for nearly 20 
years the League and many National 
Societies have worked side by side 
with the WHO and health authorities 
in an effort to overcome smallpox in 
areas where it was endemic. There 
have been encouraging results - no 
local epidemic of smallpox has been 
reported for more than two years.

Drug abuse is another problem in 
which the League is specially inte
rested. For more than 10 years it has 
been cooperating with specialized 
agencies of the United Nations to 
prevent drug abuse among young 
people and give drug addicts treat
ment and rehabilitation. The Group 
of Red Cross Experts formed for this 
purpose met in May 1980 at Stras
bourg, France, to discuss develop-

1 The Frunze Seminar for National Soci
eties of developing countries in Africa, 
Latin A merica and A sia was sponsored by 
the A lliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies of the USSR and the League, to 
define the role of Red Cross and Red Cres
cent Societies in providing local and natio
nal primary health care, in accordancewith 
the recommendations of the WHO- and 
UNICEF-sponsored International Confer
ence on Primary Health Care (A Ima A ta, 
USSR, September 1978).

LRCS/Th. Gassmunn
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ments in drug abuse and what Natio
nal Societies are doing to prevent it, 
and draw up a programme containing 
recommendations on diversifying 
Red Cross action.

The League and the ICRC have 
jointly revised training programmes 
for medical personnel in relief opera
tions. It is planned to hold a seminar 
on the subject in 1981.

Nutrition programmes - and 
nutrition is considered to be one of 
the main factors in the improvement 
of health - have spread quickly over 
the last few years. Since 1979 the Lea
gue’s staff has included a Nutrition 
Adviser so that it can help National 
Societies to carry out their nutritional 
tasks, especially in emergencies. The 
main beneficiaries of this kind of 
assistance (food programmes or pri

mary health care counselling) in 
1979-80 were Thailand, Uganda and 
Zimbabwe.

First Aid
The League has found that many 
National Societies of developing 
countries have had to face two big 
problems in teaching and applying 
first aid. The first concerns the lack of 
training programmes, of qualified 
instructors in rural areas, and of 
funds and transport; the second the 
inadequacy of some training pro
grammes.

It accordingly concentrated on 
these problems in 1979-80, aiming at 
practical solutions in line with regio
nal needs. For example it sent techni
cal delegates to the National Socie

ties of Bangladesh, Barbados, India, 
Qatar, Sri Lanka and Trinidad and 
Tobago to help train instructors, teach 
basic first aid, draw up first aid courses 
and reorganize safety services.

In also held a meeting in Switzer
land in November 1979 at which the 
First Aid Directors of 11 European 
National Societies exchanged views 
on and experience of new first aid 
teaching and training methods. With 
the aid of the American Red Cross it 
ran a Water Safety and First Aid 
Training Course for the instructors of 
11 Caribbean National Societies in 
Florida in June 1979. At the regional 
meeting in Gaborone, Botswana, in 
October 1979 of representatives of 
nine National Societies of Southern 
Africa it drew up a programme of first 
aid courses, followed by a regional 
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training course on public health ser
vices in Malawi in May 1980; and it 
helped in the practical work of the 
Jamaica Red Cross Society’s national 
seminar for its 18 instructors, held in 
April 1980.

The League was also represented 
at seven non-Red Cross technical 
meetings on emergency relief and 
accident prevention.

Social Welfare
In 1979-80 one of the most important 
tasks on the League’s social welfare 
programme was undoubtedly its co
operation of all kinds with National 
Societies and international organiza
tions.

Such co-operation is essential to an 
integrated approach to community 
problems. This was made clear at the 
Vllth Red Cross Seminar on Social 
Welfare Services, held under Belgian 
Red Cross auspices in Brussels in 
April 1980.

The League has had many oppor
tunities to develop this part of its 
work at Red Cross/Red Crescent or 
specialist meetings whose agendas 
bore witness to the wide scope of the 
Red Cross in social welfare work, and 
in assistance to National Societies 
given in the form of information and 
evaluation missions and projects or 
exchanges of views on given sub
jects. Fifteen Societies, the Red 
Cross of Botswana, Brazil, China, 
Greece, Hong Kong (branch of the 
British Red Cross Society), Lesotho, 
N epal, N orway, Paraguay, Singapore, 
Swaziland, Uganda and the Red 
Crescent of Malaysia, Morocco and 
Qatar, were given such help in 1979-80.

The International Year of the 
Child, 1979, on which the XXIIIrd 
International Conference of the Red 
Cross passed a resolution, also mobi
lized the efforts of the League and 
National Societies in very numerous 
activities of which a compendium 

shows the large scale and the inten
tion of continuing their co-operation 
in work for child welfare; for as many 
National Societies observed, the 
International Year of the Child was 
only the start of a process that will 
have to go on in the years to come if 
millions of children who now lack 
necessities are to enjoy decent living 
conditions.

At the request of the Secretariat of 
the International Year of the Child 
the League conducted an investiga
tion with the help of its member 
Societies into the needs of children in 
rural areas.

The International Year of Disabled 
Persons (1981) proclaimed by the 
United Nations was the subject of a 

Papers and Articles on Social Welfare
- “Red Cross: there when it hurts - the othersidc of suffering”(League. 
World Red Cross Day, 1979);
- “The impact of social problems on the development of the child” 
(League, Nursing News No. 32, July 1979);
- “The volunteer in the social field ”(1 II rd Conference of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies of the Balkan countries, Athens, May 1979);
- “Social Welfare/Social work” (League Manual for the development of 
National Societies, September 1979);
- “Migrant Workers” and “The Environment” (1st Mediterranean 
Conference, Sveti Stefan, Yugoslavia, February 1980);
- “Present and future aspects of Red Cross social we!fare”(IstCongress 
of the Belgian Red Cross, Liege, March 1980);
- “The Protection of Health” - Social Welfare Contribution (Vth 
Meeting of the Commission on the Red Cross and Peace, Geneva, April 
1980);
- “The Red Cross and volunteer support for the elderly with problems” 
(International Expert Group Meeting on “Volunteer involvement in 
elderly care”, Weybridge, Great Britain, May 1980);
- “Role/Place of social welfare within the Red Cross” (Social Services 
Advisers’ Conference of the British Red Cross Society, Barnett Hill, 
June 1980);
- “The role of the Red Cross in social development in the eighties” 
(XXth International Conference on Social Welfare, Hong Kong, July 
1980).

recommendation by the VIth Execu
tive Council of the League in Octo
ber 1980 inviting National Societies 
to take an active part in their govern
ment’s national programmes. The 
need is great; more than 350 million 
sufferers from serious disabilities are 
without the services they require, and 
more than 120 million handicapped 
children live in areas in which rehabi
litation services have not yet been 
introduced.

In 1979 the League brought out a 
new publication as a means of liaison 
with and between National Societies: 
the “Social Welfare News-sheet”, 
which will appear at irregular inter
vals and is intended to be a current 
working instrument.
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Health and Social Service
Advisory Committee1
18th Session,
Geneva, October 1980

Main Themes Proposals 
and Recommendations

Community services O To promote an integrated approach 
to community or individual problems. 
O To make full use of the knowledge 
and experience of the professional 
staff of the League and National 
Societies.

Primary health care O To co-ordinate National Societies’ 
and governments’ activities and draw 
up health programmes to meet needs 
ascertained with the help of the com
munity.

International Year of
Disabled Persons (IYDP)

O In cooperation with national IYDP 
Committees, to draw up plans cover
ing the priority needs of disabled per
sons.

Drug abuse O To implement the recommenda
tions of the “Group of Red Cross 
Experts on drug abuse among young 
people” as regards the prevention of 
drug abuse and the treatment and 
rehabilitation of drug addicts.

1 The National Societies of the following countries are represented on the Health and 
Social Service Advisory Committee for the period 1977-81: Australia. Bangladesh, 
Brazil. Denmark. Ecuador, Egvpt, France. Germany (Fed. Bep.). Haiti. The Nether
lands. Romania. Singapore. Togo, Uganda and USSR.
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Nursing Services

The Red Cross Nursing Services Pro
gramme covers the training of nur
ses, health education, and practical 
work by nursing personnel in all 
health systems. It exists to give care 
in clinics, hospitals, dispensaries, etc. 
or in emergencies such as natural 
disasters and armed conflicts; but its 
main work is done in the field, locally 
and regionally, to raise health stan
dards.

All National Societies carry out a 
nursing care programme, but many 
of them have given it a “New Look” 
that is more in line with community 
health needs.

Most of the nurses in relief opera
tions have been volunteers, for 
example, those sent out to help Kam
puchean refugees. For work of this 
kind nursing personnel undoubtedly 
need to know something of the 
Geneva Conventions and Internatio
nal Humanitarian Law. The Polish 
Red Cross accordingly took the ini
tiative in holding a joint seminar with 
the League and the ICRC in Novem
ber 1980 for medical personnel about 
to take part in relief operations.

Technical assistance to National 
Societies in nursing services undoub
tedly remained a League priority in 
1979-80. The League also maintained 
its contacts with international organi
zations with interests similar to its 
own and took an active part in the Pri
mary Health Care Workshop held in 
Kenya in September 1979 by the 
International Council of Nurses and 
the WHO; and it took part in the 
WHO European programme on nur
sing and obstetrics during the fourth 
liaison meeting with nurses’ and mid
wives’ associations held in Denmark 
in May 1980.

The Nursing Advisory Committee' 
held its 24th Session in Geneva in 
May 1979, all its members attending. 
The main subjects discussed were 

participation by nurses in blood pro
grammes and recruitment of donors 
(it is planned to hold a seminar in 1981 
as part of the programme of coopera
tion between the Nursing and Blood 
Transfusion Services) and the role of 
nurses in emergency or in primary 
health care. In the latter connection it 
was pointed out that nurses occupied 
a predominant position in the plan
ning and evaluation of primary 
health care programmes and health 
education. Appropriate technology 
at village level was considered to be a 
necessary way of helping rural com
munities. The Red Cross can indeed 
do much to help in this respect by 
educating the public or through the 
intermediary of the authorities res
ponsible for training nurses in gene
ral nursing and public health.

It has been proposed that the “Flo
rence Nightingale Medal” awarded 
to nurses for exceptional services 
should in future also be awarded for 
other reasons, and a communication 
on the subject will be made to the 
forthcoming International Confer
ence of the Red Cross, to be held in 
the Philippines in 1981.

Blood Programme
Blood transfusion is considered pri
marily as a government responsibi
lity but is occasionally delegated to a 
National Red Cross or Red Crescent 
Society. Experience shows that Red 
Cross participation in a national 
blood programme varies from one 
country to another, depending on the 
health care systems and the role of 
the Society in each country. At pre
sent JONational Societies have major 
responsibilities in the national blood 
programme of their country, 58 con
tribute to the supply of blood through 
their own centres, and 125 take part in 
recruiting voluntary unpaid donors.

In the last few years an awakening 
of conscience in the public and 

governments has led to a shrinkage in 
the international traffic in blood and 
plasma. In several countries the 
authorities have made regulations 
and passed legislation on transfusion 
to protect donors and recipients, and 
more has been done, often in colla
boration with theNational Society, to 
promote the unpaid gift of blood. In 
this connection the League has co
operated with the International Fede
ration of Blood Donor Organisations 
(IFBDO).

On the subject of technique, com
ponent therapy, whereby a single 
blood unit can be used to treat several 
patients (see the diagram on page 44) 
is increasingly used, and leads to the 
more rational use of blood. It is based 
on the separation of blood into its 
components.

There are still many obstacles to 
the introduction of an adequate 
national blood programme into deve
loping countries; they include -
- traffic in blood in several coun
tries;
- lack of financial and material 
resources;
- administrative problems;
- lack of qualified personnel.

The League, one of whose aims is 
training in blood transfusion, has 
paid special attention to this last 
point; in November 1979 it held a 
technical workshop jointly with 
WHO in Nairobi on “The Develop
ment of Blood Transfusion Ser
vices”, which was attended by the 
officers responsible for centres in 13 
English-speaking African countries. 
It also awarded several scholarships 
to technicians of National Societies

1 The National Societies of the following 
countries are represented on the Nursing 
A dvisory Committee for the period 1977- 
81: Costa Rica, Egypt, Germany (Fed. 
Rep.), Ghana, Greece, Japan, Korea 
(Repl), Lebanon, Senegal, South Africa, 
Switzerland, Thailand, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Turkey and Venezuela. 
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for study visits and training periods in 
various parts of the world.

The League held regional seminars 
on Red Cross blood programmes at 
Quito, Ecuador in November 1979, 
and Jakarta, Indonesia in November 
1980, for the exchange of views and 
experience on blood transfusion.

With the aid of some National 
Societies the League has helped 
sister Societies to establish or streng
then their blood programme in 
cooperation with the government 
authorities. Its help has taken the 
form of equipment, the services of 
experts, study grants and training 

seminars, and (less frequently) subsi
dies to build centres. In 1979-80 the 
League coordinated about 20 transfu
sion projects whose total cost was 
over two million Swiss francs.

The proceedings of the XVIth Con
gress of the International Society of 
Blood Transfusion (ISBT) (Montreal,
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The Rich Harvest of a Gift of Blood

ALBUMIN

FIBRINOGEN

FACTOR VIII

LEUKOCYTES

RED CELLS

Whole Blood

PLASMA

FACTOR IX

NORMAL
IMMUNOGLOBIN

SPECIFIC
IMMUNOGLOBIN
SPECIFIC 
IMMUNOGLOBIN

NORMAL
IMMUNOGLOBIN

PLATELETS

A gift of more than half a litre of whole blood is composed of red and white cells, 
and platelets in suspension in a yellowish transparent liquid known as the plasma 
which contains other vital substances necessary to health. Whole blood is used to 
compensate for loss of blood at operations and in serious haemorrhage following 
an accident, childbirth, etc.

August 1980) included a symposium in 
preparation for emergencies, on the 
subject of “the role of Red Cross Blood 
Transfusion Services in disasters and 
conflicts”. League cooperation with 
international organizations concerned 
with blood transfusion was also shown 
at joint meetings of experts, for 
example those held with WHO on 
- national production of blood grou
ping reagents;

- the organization of a peripheral 
blood transfusion service;
- the use of plasma volume substitu
tes in developing countries.

The League has benefited from the 
support of the International Group of 
Red Cross Blood Transfusion 
Experts, which guides and supports it 
in its activities. In 1979-80 the Group 
held two meetings: in Amsterdam, 
Netherlands, and Montreal, Canada.
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Red Cross Youth
• Further the creation of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Youth Sections and promote 
their role by encouraging 
National Societies to develop 
education and service 
programmes for children and 
young people and increasing 
their participation in general 
Red Cross activities, both 
nationally and internationally.

Four key elements are the basis of 
Red Cross Youth (RCY) program
mes. They are:
- protection of health and life;
- service and solidarity;
- international friendship and 
understanding, education for peace;
- dissemination of the Red Cross 
Principles and of international huma
nitarian law.

In 1979-80, the League made a 
point of intensifying cooperation and 
assistance between Youth Sections as 
well as strengthening its links with 
the international organizations 
(UNO, UNESCO, GIM), especially 
in connection with preparations for 
International Youth Year (1985). It 
also obtained the services of quali
fied personnel to carry out various 
specific tasks.

International RCY meetings1
THREE regional meetings in which 
the national RCY directors of 52 
National Societies took part were 
held in Brazil (June 1979), Australia 
(February 1980) and Hungary 
(March 1980).

TWO regional training courses for 
RCY leaders, with a total of 63 parti
cipants from 75 National Societies 
were held in Libya (December 1979) 
and Brazil (June 1980).

FIVE specialised seminars in 
which the League took an active part 
brought together delegates from 
some 60National Societies. The sub
jects were: methods of RCY leader
ship training (Belgium, April 1979); 
the dissemination of international 
humanitarian law and the Red Cross 
Principles (Switzerland, July 1979);

'Defined according to a classification 
approved by the 18th session of the Youth 
Advisory Committee, these meetings are 
divided into four categories: meetings of 
national RCY directors (cat. A); training 
courses for RCY leaders (cat. B); speciali
zed seminars (cat. C) and internationalRC 
youth meetings (cat. D).

RCY and the protection of the envi
ronment (Austria, May 1980); the 
Red Cross and drug abuse among 
youth (France, May 1980) and inter-

Increase of National
Youth Sections
776 National Societies, to which may 
be added ten others not internatio
nally recognized, had a National 
Youth Section at the end of 1980. This 
represents a total of more than 77 mil
lion young people.

1921 1935 1957 1978 1980
21 51 69 106 116
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national understanding (Sweden, 
July 1980). There was also a meeting 
of the European Working Group on 
the “Red Cross Teaching Guide” in 
Spain (November 1979), delegates 
from nine National Societies being 
present.

SEVEN international youth mee
tings to which the League gave its 
support were held in Hungary (July 
1979), Rwanda (August 1979), Nor
way (August 1979), Uruguay 
(January 1980), Australia (May 1980), 
Jordan (June 1980), and the Federal 
Republic of Germany (July 1980).

Technical assistance
In the framework of its community 
action programme based on interna
tional friendship and understanding, 
the League introduced the “Youth 
Mini Projects” in 1977, since when 
they have developed considerably. 
At the end of 1980, 82 mini projects 
submitted by 38 National Societies 
have been adopted by 19 sister Socie
ties. The great advantage of these 
projects is that they can open new 
perspectives for cooperation between 
young people, and especially those in 
developing countries, and create 
closer links between RCY sections.

SIX National Societies (those of 
Argentine, Barbados, Brazil, Domi
nican Republic, Lebanon and Libya) 
have had the help of qualified ins
tructors whose services have been 
made available to them by the Italian, 
Jamaican, Portuguese, Spanish and 
Uruguayan Societies. This aspect of 
the work is part of the vocational 
training of youth which, considered 
as one of the priorities in the develop
ment of RCY sections, also includes 
the organization of regional and 
national training courses, research 
on training methods and study visits. 
In all nine study visitors from eight 
National Societies (those of the Cen
tral African Republic, China, Colom

bia, Republic of Korea, Paraguay, 
Peru, Poland and Senegal) have been 
to Geneva or other countries.

Furthermore, national projects for 
13 National Societies1 have been set 
up, while eight others, established on 
a bilateral basis, were supported by 
sister Societies2. Finally, a literacy 
programme launched by the Nicara
guan RCY had the backing of seven 
National Societies3.

Promotion and dissemination
Besides the issue of informative and 
technical publications (see page 52) 
covering subjects linked to RCY acti
vities, in 1980 the League published 
an international guide entitled “Red 
Cross, Red Crescent Youth - World
wide ”. It is intended for RCY leaders, 
animators of RCY groups, organizers 
of RCY programmes as well as 
anyone interested in RCY. It also 
brought out a 33 rpm record (in co
operation with the National Societies 
of Brazil, Bulgaria, Congo, Italy, 
Japan and Morocco) of six RCY 
songs, with text in French, English, 
Spanish and Arabic.

The League and the ICRC jointly 
organized an international essay con
test among the National Societies of 
South America. Open to secondary 
school pupils, the subject was “The 
Principle of Universality of the Red 
Cross”. The first prize winner, a 
young Brazilian girl, won a study visit

Marline I ranck-Magnum

to the Red Cross institutions in 
Geneva and to the Spanish and Por
tuguese National Societies.

Youth Advisory Committee4
XIXth Session, Geneva, 
October 1980
Meetings of the Bureau of the Youth 
Advisory Committee : four (Belgium 
and Switzerland - 1979; Hungary and 
Switzerland - 1980).

The Agenda had two main 
themes : “Ways and means of the In
ternational Friendship and Peace 
Education Programme” and “The 
RCY and Vocational Training for 
Young People”. Other subjects were 
also dealt with, such as:
O analysis of the “mini-projects” 
system;
O follow-up to the recommendations 
adopted at Regional meetings of 
National RCY Directors;
O drug abuse among young people; 
O revision of the League advisory 
system;
O cooperation between European 
RCY Sections;
O International Youth Year - 1985.

1A rgentine, Cameroon, Central African 
Republic, China, Cyprus, Costa Rica, 
Cuba, Dominican Republic, Fiji, Guate
mala, Portugal, Sudan and Thailand.

2Sweden-Nepal; Canada-Republic of 
Korea; Canada-India; Canada-Maurita
nia; New Zealand-Bangladesh; Norway- 
Colombia; Norway-Swaziland; The Nether
lands-Peru.

3 Austria, Belgium, Federal Republic of 
Germany, Hungary, Japan, The Nether
lands and the United States.

4 Countries whose National Society is a 
member of the Youth A dvisory Committee 
fortheperiod 1977-81 : Belgium, Colombia, 
Hungary, Italy, Lebanon, Mauritania, 
Mongolia, Norway, Paraguay, Peru, Philip
pines, Poland, Spain, Tanzania and USSR.
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Red Cross Information
• To promote knowledge and 
understanding of the Red 
Cross in general and 
especially of the League’s 
goals and activities.
• To ensure more effective 
Red Cross information 
services within National 
Societies and to help them in 
planning, producing and 
distributing information 
material.

The League continued its action for 
the promotion of the Red Cross on 
which are based its objectives as 
regards Information. In addition, the 
audio-visual means at its disposal 
have been put to full use during its 
emergency interventions. This was 
particularly evident in 1979 in con
nection with the relief operation 
undertaken for the South-East Asia 
refugees and, in 1980, for refugees 
and drought victims in the Horn of 
Africa.

Information and 
Audio-Visual Matters
International Red Cross 
Audio-Visual Centre
Audio-visual communications, which 
meet the requirements of our times 
when the rapid transmission of pictu
res and sound is indispensable, offer 
numerous possibilities that are being 
given careful consideration by the 
Red Cross.

The League and the ICRC are 
together setting up a joint production 
centre which will enable them to pro
vide more services for National 
Societies, namely the International 
Red Cross Audio-Visual Centre, the 

idea of which was favourably receiv
ed by the XXIIIrd International Con
ference of the Red Cross (1977).

In 1979-80, appreciable progress 
towards its implementation was 
made. A Joint Commission, set up by 
the League and the ICRC, defined in 
an agreement the objectives, func
tions, management and financing of 
the centre, which is being built on the 
League Secretariat premises. The 
centre will be equipped with a photo 
library and a video studio to which a 
film library will be added later. The 
first two services will be operational 
in 1981.

Besides the productions mention
ed in the chapter “Information in 
Emergencies” the League has pro
duced a multivision of 800 slides on 
the International Red Cross and 
especially the League, for visitors to 
the Secretariat - 20’ commentaries in 
English, French and German; a por
table monovision of 80 colour slides 
on the main activities of the Geneva 
Institutions and a number of Natio
nal Societies - 20’ commentaries in 
English, Spanish and German; and a 
sound and slide show on health edu
cation in cooperation with the WHO 
Regional Office for Africa.

Welcome
to the League Secretariat
1979:
2,910 visitors of whom 1,746 
came from National Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies.

1980:
3.810 visitors of whom 2,822 
came from National Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies.
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Fund raising
An original fund raising idea was 
launched in 1980 by Radio-Televi
sion Luxemburg (RTL). Working 
with the National Societies of Bel
gium, France and Luxemburg, 
RTL organized a campaign to pro
vide toys and educational material 
for the child victims of disasters in 
Algeria, Haiti and Italy.

A train went from town to town, 
stopping at the main stations 
where matchboxes made by chil
dren, each containing a sum of 
money, were collected, and a 
variety programme arranged by 
RTL was shown. At the end of the 
campaign nearly Sfr. 700,000.- 
had been raised. The League, as 
coordinator at the international 
level, purchased the toys and 
arranged their despatch to the 
stricken countries.

Radio
Sixteen regional radio programmes 
(nine in 1979 and seven in 1980) of 15’ 
duration were produced, in English, 
French, Spanish and Arabic, for 
World Red Cross Days 1979 and 1980, 
with the support of radio producers of 
six countries (Belgium, France, Ger
many (Federal Republic), The 
Netherlands, Sweden and Switzer
land). In addition, National Societies 
were able to obtain tape recordings 
of the League Secretary General’s 
message on the theme for 8 May 1979 
“Red Cross: there when it hurts” (3’, 
in English, French and Spanish).

Varna 8
For the eighth time, the International 
Festival of Red Cross and Health 
Films - organized every other year 
by the Bulgarian Red Cross in coordi
nation with the League and the ICRC 

- was held in June 1979. It brought 
together nearly 400 leading persona
lities in Red Cross, cinema, televi
sion, medical and health education 
circles at the Palace of Culture and 
Sports, Varna (Bulgaria).

There were 181 films from 43 
countries entered in the four catego
ries covered by the Festival regula
tions: Red Cross films, short and 
medium length films, feature films 
and television programmes.

The international juries made 
awards to some 30 entries from 14 
countries.

Audio-visual communications 
workshop
During the Varna Festival, the League 
and the ICRC, in close cooperation 
with the Bulgarian Red Cross, orga
nized an audio-visual communica
tions workshop in which some 30 
information officers from 15National 
Societies participated. The first day 
was devoted to Red Cross photog
raphy and short length films while 
the second was centred entirely on 
video tape. The manager of the Amer
ican Red Cross Audio-Visual Pro
duction Centre gave a demonstration 
of the use of video today; he men
tioned the problems posed by stan
dardization both for the production 
of video tapes in the field or the 
studio and for their dissemination. 
Participants recommended that video 
productions should be continued and 
increased.

Vlth Hungarian National 
Festival of amateur films
This event, specializing in amateur 
films dealing with problems linked to 
health and the environment, was 
held, like the preceding ones, at 
Nagykôros in May 1980. It was sup
ported by the League and the Hunga
rian Red Cross: 41 films were enter
ed, 12 of which were awarded prizes.

Information and its 
support to development 
and health programmes
It is mainly at regional level that the 
League has sought appropriate meth
ods of information to aid National 
Societies, such as those included in the 
Southern Africa Programme. Infor
mation-Public Relations delegates 
have been sent out for fixed periods.

In addition, it took an active part in 
specialized meetings in the course of 
which Information policy with regard 
to development was studied in differ
ent spheres of activity. This was par
ticularly the case during the meeting 
of the Regional Committee of 
Experts on communication sciences 
for the promotion of health, organiz
ed by WHO in the Congo (July 1979) 
and the Conference held by 
UNESCO, in the Cameroon (July 
1980), on the problems of communi
cation in Africa.

Africa: Red Cross Primary 
Health Care Prize
In 1980, the League, in coopera
tion with WHO and UNICEF, 
created a Red Cross Primary 
Health Care Prize which will be 
awarded to three producers of 
radio programmes produced for a 
radio campaign to promote the 
role of the volunteer in primary 
health care. It is open to all mem
bers of the Union of National 
Radios and Televisions of Africa 
(URTNA) and radios with which 
WHO, UNICEF and the Red 
Cross cooperate locally.

Regional Technical Meetings
Two technical meetings, one dealing 
with Red Cross periodicals and the 
other covering Information and fund
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raising questions, were held respecti
vely in Poland (November 1979) and 
the Philippines (February 1980), 
under the auspices of the League and 
the National Societies of the host 
countries. At the first, 28 participants 
(editors from 12 European National 
Societies) reviewed the presentation 
and content of Red Cross publica
tions. The second meeting, attended 
by delegates from 13 National Socie
ties of the Asia and Pacific Area, pro
vided an opportunity of studying two 
subjects: the reappraisal of the Red 
Cross image and fund raising cam
paigns (objectives, organization, 
planning, etc.).

World Red Cross Day
The 8th of May, birthday of the foun
der of the Red Cross, Henry Dunant, 
is commemorated every year by 
almost all National Societies. Most 
use the occasion to initiate program
mes publicizing their activities.

The League Secretariat provides 
National Societies with written, 
visual and sound material on a given 
theme which changes every year and 
is illustrated by a graphic symbol.

In 1979 the theme of World Red 
Cross Day was “Red Cross: there 
when it hurts ’’which was widely used 
to highlight Red Cross action for 
children in the International Year of 
the Child. Audio-visual support was 
provided by the last of the seven Lea- 
gue/Bulgarian and Hungarian Red 
Cross film coproductions entitled 
“For a child’s smile all over the 
world” (13’, 16 and 35 mm, colour, 
international sound). In 1980 the 
theme was Red Cross universality with 
the slogan “Red Cross - Everywhere 
for everyone A publicity campaign 
obtained free advertising space in a 
number of international periodicals. In 
addition, a 33 rpm record of the original 
music from the seven film coproduc
tions of the League and Bulgarian and

Hungarian Red Cross Societies was 
made available to National Societies.

Information
in emergencies
1] Films (see chart)

“The Hungry Highlands” (Ethio
pia)-19’, 16-mm. colour, English and 
French versions.

“There when they land”-20’, 
16-mm, colour, English and French 
versions.
EaS-1 Video programmes (see chart)

“Refugees in Asia ... Burma ... 
Bangladesh”-25’, PAL, colour, 
English and French versions.

“Spectacles for Refugees” (Thai- 
landf-10’, PAL, black-and-white, 
English and French versions.

“Reconstruction projects in Portu
gal for Repatriates from Angola”-8’, 
PAL (+NTSC transfer), colour, 
English version.

“Geneva Conference on Indochi
nese Refugees”-10’, PAL (+NTSC 
transfer), colour, natural sound.

“The Chinese Red Cross and 
Indochinese Refugees”-15’, PAL 
(+NTSC transfer), colour, English 
and French versions.

“Daily activities of the Chinese 
Red Cross”-15’ (+NTSC transfer), 
colour, English and French versions.

“600,000 Afghan Refugees in 
Pakistan”-8'/2’, PAL (+NTSC trans
fer), colour, English and French ver
sions.

“Red Cross drives into the Ethio
pian Bush”-13’ PAL (+NTSC trans
fer), colour, English and French ver
sions.

“Somalia: to prevent despair”-10’, 
PAL (+NTSC transfer), colour, 
English and French versions.

“Djibouti: Refugees under their 
Tukuls”-7’ PAL (+NTSC transfer), 
colour, English and French versions.

¡5| Photos (see chart)

Nicaragua
Haiti
Azores
Portugal
Senegal

Films ESl Video 5I Photos

Algeria
Switzerland E /
Italy
Bulgaria g]
Cameroon
Jordan
Iran 5.
Rwanda
Uganda
Ethiopia !zl!5h
Zambia
Botswana 5L
Djibouti ¡3^
Kenya 5b
Zimbabwe ]5I/
Malawi ¡5]/
Lesotho 5/
Swaziland 51 !
Somalia
Pakistan S5L

Burma
China
Thailand
Malaysia 51
Singapore I5ÊI 51
Indonesia ______
Hong Kong S] ]5]
Philippines |%] 5

/
India I%1 !18u| /

\ 
\\ \w

Sri Lanka in

Bangladesh E51 J//
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Publications of the
League Secretariat 1979-1980

O PANORAMA, League periodical 
- eight issues per year - published in 
English, French and Spanish.
O PANORAMA, two special issues 
(South-East Asia and Southern 
Africa) - 1980 - published in 
English, French and Spanish.
O Development Programme Pro
gress Report - five issues - publish
ed in English, French and Spanish.
O Nursing News - four issues - 
published in English, French, Spa
nish and German.
O Social Welfare News-sheet - four 
issues - published in English, 
French and Spanish.
O “Transfusion International”, 
information bulletin - nine issues - 
published in English, French and 
Spanish.
O “Youth Newsletter”, information 
bulletin - six issues - published in 
English, French and Spanish.
O “The Red Cross in the Service of 
Humanity”, leaflet - revised editions 
in English, French and Spanish.
O Speaker’s Kit - revised editions in 
English, French and Spanish.
O 70 questions, 70 answers on the 
Red Cross - revised editions in 
English, French and Spanish.
O The basic principles of the Red 
Cross - reprints in French and Ger
man.
O Red Cross Disaster Relief Hand
book - reprints in English and Spa
nish.
O “Your country could have a disas
ter” - reprints in English and Spa
nish.
O “When disaster strikes and help is 
needed” - Handbook - 1980 - 
English, French and Spanish editions. 
O Manual for League Delegates in 
the Field - 1980 - English edition.
O Study on “The Red Cross and drug 
abuse among youth” - French(1979) 
and English (1980) editions.
O “First aid - Guidelines for instruc
tors” - 1980 - French, Spanish and 
Arabic editions.

O Evaluation Report on the Interna
tional Year of the Child - 1980 - 
English, French and Spanish edi
tions.
O Report on the needs of children in 
rural areas - 1980 - English and Spa
nish editions.
O “RCY and disaster relief” - 1979 - 
Spanish edition.
O Red Cross Teaching Guide - 1979 
- Arabic edition. (These Guides 
were also prepared in Portuguese and 
Thai in 1980).
O Teacher’s Handbook - French 
(1979) and English (1980) editions.
O “Red Cross - Red Crescent Youth 
Worldwide” - international guide 
for youth leaders - 1980 - English 
edition.
O PANORAMA-Youth - special 
edition 1979-1980 on the internatio
nal friendship programme - English, 
French and Spanish.
O Guide to Membership Recruit
ment - reprint in English.
O Guide to Fund raising - reprints in 
French and Spanish.
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Personnel, Administration 
and Finance

Personnel and Administration

The staff at League headquarters has 
considerably increased in 1979 and 
1980, being around 150 which is 25 
more than allowed for in the plan and 
budget. The difference is due to the 
development of the Southern Africa 
Programme activities and the setting 
up of a Programme for Eastern Africa 
which have necessitated the reinfor
cement of the Secretariat’s adminis
trative infrastructure. In addition, 
new posts have been created in the 
Blood Transfusion, Medico-social 
and Disaster Preparedness services.

The League has benefited during 
this period from the services of 14 
members of National Societies (six in 
1979 and eight in 1980), loaned for up 
to six months for specific assign
ments. Their stay also enabled them 
to become familiar with League acti
vities.

A study on the reorganization of 
the League was carried out at the 
request of the Executive Council (1st 
session, May 1978). Its aim was to 
strengthen and make more effective 
certain of the League services, espe
cially in the relief and development 
fields. The changes that will be made, 
the broad outlines of which were 
approved by the Executive Council 
at its VI th session (October 1980), will 
take effect from 1981.

Steps have been taken with a view 
to improving the pension scheme for 
the staff of the League Secretariat. 
After approval by the Finance Com
mission, at its meeting in October
1980, a new insurance contract with 
improved benefits has been drawn up 
and will enter into force in January
1981.

Work on the extension to the 
League building started in 1979; it 
comprises a third storey with about 
twenty extra offices and a fourth sto
rey which will house the Internatio
nal Red Cross Audio-Visual Centre.

Finance

The growth of the League’s activities 
characterized the years 1979 and 1980. 
Certain items on the balance sheet 
underline this point, such as the oper
ational advances which, in the space 
of two years, have increased fivefold, 
while funds with special allocations 
have practically doubled. The Ordi
nary Budget has shown a much more 
modest increase, and its financing 
has been ensured by the statutory 
contributions which National Socie
ties have settled in the customary 
proportions. Supplementary receipts, 
that is to say income on investments, 
which have exceeded expectations, 
will make it possible to slow down to 
some extent the increase in the statu
tory contributions to be paid these 
next few years.

If it is obvious that the capacity of 
the accountancy and other adminis
trative services must be adapted to 
the demands created by the League’s 
increased work-load, it is less easy to 
do it quickly and without consider
able expense. Thanks to a generous 
gift from the Norwegian Red Cross, 
the League has however been able to 
acquire, at the end of 1978, an office 
computer.

For the first time in several years, 
the situation on the exchange market 
was relatively stable in 1980: a favour
able evolution has even been re
corded during the last quarter which 
enabled the League to make appre
ciable profits. On the other hand, the 
value on the stock market of the port
folio of notes and bonds shows a 
latent loss resulting from the relative 
weakness of the Swiss franc. If this is 
going to continue into 1981, it should 
facilitate the payment of the statutory 
contributions for many member 
Societies, but it would also result in 
an increase in the League’s expenses 
arising from a higher cost of living 
index.
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Financial situation
Balance Sheet as at December 311 (Expressed in Swiss Francs)

ASSETS
Current Assets
Cash at banks and on hand ..............................................................................
Investments :
O Short-term deposits ........................................................................................
O Notes................................................................................................................
O Bonds ............................. . ...............................................................................
O Shares ..............................................................................................................
Accounts receivable:
O National Societies ..........................................................................................
O Operational advances .....................................................................................
O Sundry debtors ...............................................................................................
Accrued interest .................................................................................................
Stock of gold medals ..........................................................................................
Inventory of publications, at memorandum value..........................................

Prepaid and Deferred Charges
Prepaid charges ..................................................................................................
Stock of supplies .................................................................................................
Furniture, Equipment, Motor Vehicles and Library
at memorandum value ......................................................................................

LIABILITIES
Current Liabilities
Bank loans secured by investments..................................................................
National Societies
O Interest-bearing advances ..............................................................................
O Current accounts ............................................................................................
Sundry creditors .................................................................................................
Sundry provisions and accrued charges ...........................................................

Statutory Contributions Paid in Advance .......................................
Reserve for Income Equalization2 ..................................................
Funds
Administered by the League .............................................................................
Controlled by the League ..................................................................................
Unrestricted Reserve (before special allocations) ...........................................

1979

2,756,953

5,814,267 
19,084,245
5,564,168

456,395

146,804
318,438
207,820
700,474

7,778
1

35,057,343

12,463

1
35,069,807

1,140,597

1,140,465
1,276,948

549,653
1,087,828
5,195,491
1,332,110

800,000

18,882,017
7,102,740
1,757,449

35,069,807

1980

1,822,771

11,672,600
21,324,533

6,012,205
456,395

71,007
989,094

73,875
765,190

7,778
1

43,195,449

35,836
9,294

1
43,240,580

356,808

586,680
1,203,711

503,029
2,854,332
5,504,560
1,390,782

600,000

26,324,311
7,434,337
1,986,590

43,240,580

'Relief supplies on hand, whether purchased or received as donations, are not included in this balance sheet.
1This reserve has been set aside out of the 1978/79 surpluses and is to be utilized to reduce 1981 statutory contributions due from National 

Societies.
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Other Financial Data
(in thousands of Swiss francs)

1. Budget1 1979 1980
Statutory contributions from National Societies ............................................
Investment income.............................................................................................
Donations and sundry income..........................................................................
Total income.......................................................................................................
Total expenditure (percentage breakdown page 56) .......................................
Special allocations used ....................................................................................
Surplus ...............................................................................................................

of which Sfr. 500,000 will be used to reduce statutory 
contributions for 1981

8,597
1,617

22
10,236 

(10,511)
843
568

9,199
1,763

68
11,030 

(11,197)
700
533

2. Funds for International Relief Operations
Cash contributions .............................................................................................
Expenditure .......................................................................................................
Balance at 31.12 ..................................................................................................

19,717
15,671
10,007

30,730
22,816
17,921

3. Disaster Relief Emergency Fund
Cash contributions .............................................................................................
Expenditure .......................................................................................................
Balance at 31.12 ..................................................................................................

439
210

1,321

125
(167)

1,613

4. Disaster Relief Preparedness
Cash contributions...............................................................................................
Expenditure.........................................................................................................
Balance at 31.12 ..................................................................................................

2,300
1,047
2,801

1,221
1,610
2,412

5. Development Programme
Cash contributions .............................................................................................
Expenditure .......................................................................................................
Balance at 31.12 ..................................................................................................

3,231
2,671
2,871

4,629
5,220
2,280

6. Funds administered (Balances at 3112)
Blood Transfusion Service Fund .....................................................................
Arabic Language Fund......................................................................................
Staff Retirement and Providence Fund ...........................................................
Sundry Funds.....................................................................................................

213
229
853
587

268
302
921
606

1 The B udget comprises all expenses related to the permanent structure of the League Secretariat, including statutory conferences, staff on 
loan, consultants, Development Programme delegates and duty travel.
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Breakdown of Budgetary1 
Expenditure by Sectors 
of the League Secretariat

Office of the Secretary General
- Secretary General
- International Relations
- Statutory Matters
- Information Bureau

Relief Sector
- Sector Head and Special Assistants
- Relief Operations Bureau
- Disaster Preparedness Bureau
- Relief Supplies Bureau

Services to National Societies Sector
- Sector Head and Special Assistants
- Regional Services Bureau
- Technical Services Section
- Blood Transfusion Service
- Red Cross Youth Bureau

Administration & Control Sector
- Sector Head and Chief Planning Officer
- Personnel & Administrative Services Bureau
- Visitors Service
- Finance Bureau

General Expenditure
Statutory Conferences, membership fees, etc.

1 The Budget comprises all expenses related to the permanent structure 
of the League Secretariat, including statutory conferences, staff on loan, 
consultants, Development Programme delegates and duty travel.

1979 1980

25,4% 1AW

18,0% 18,4%

35,7% 36,5%

163% 16,8%

4,6% 3,4%
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