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Revision of the "Regulations on the use of the 
emblem of the red cross, red crescent and red 
lion-and-sun by the National Societies", adopted 
by the XXth International Red Cross Conference 
at Vienna in 1965

The International Committee of the Red Cross, in parallel 
with its efforts to aid State authorities to suppress misuse 
of the emblem (see the "Explanatory guide on national regu
lations to be adopted for the use and protection of the 
emblem", July 1981), felt that the time had come to revise 
the Regulations on the use of the emblem by National Societies, 
for two reasons. The first is that, while the Protocols Addi
tional to the Geneva Conventions, adopted in 1977, do not 
affect the regulations on the indicative use of the emblem, 
they do make certain innovations concerning its protective 
use. The second follows from experience gained since the 
adoption of the Regulations in 1965, which indicating the 
need to modify or supplement some of its provisions.

On 11 February 1981, in the framework of its study, the 
ICRC sent a circular to National Societies taking part in the 
meetings organized in connection with the April 1981 session 
of the Executive Council of the League, asking for their 
opinion on whether a revision should be made and on the sub
stance of amendments they thought were desirable.

The National Societies which replied said there was a 
need to revise the 1965 Regulations, at least those dealing 
with the protective use of the emblem, which should be im
proved in the light of the Protocols Additional of 1977.

Several National Societies also made proposals for 
modifications of regulations dealing with the indicative 
use of the emblem, whereas others were saw no need for change. 
The main proposals for revisions relating to indicative use 
raised the questions:
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1. The extent of the right of National Societies to use 
the emblem for publicity or fund-raising purposes

For example, may a National Society authorize and, if so, 
under what conditions; the use of the indicative emblem upon 
a background other than white? May the emblem be placed on 
toys and books by a commercial enterprise? In the latter 
case, can the National Society give authorization against 
the payment of a sum of money?

2. Clarification of the terminology relating to the emblem

The Conventions, the Protocols and the 1965 Regulations 
create a certain amount of confusion by the repeated un
differentiated use of the terms "emblem", "sign" and "in
signia", thus jeopardizing the proper understanding of the 
texts.

3. Suppression of the red lion-and-sun in the Regulations, 
because this sign is no longer in use.

4. Conditions for the use of the emblem in cases of 
co-operation with other organizations

Are there exceptions to rule 15 of the Regulations, where 
the emblem could appear beside the emblem of another organi
zation, for example, on a letter-head?

The ICRC feels that it would be premature to submit draft 
amendments to the present Conference. It considers that 
consultations should continue with a view to determining 
all the points requiring revision. The International Com
mittee of the Red Cross is thus ready to carry on with its 
consultations and to prepare, in co-operation with the 
League and the National Societies, a draft to be submitted 
to the next Council of Delegates and examined at the XXVth 
International Conference of the Red Cross. The Conference 
is, therefore, invited to consider the draft Resolution 
submitted herewith (see Annex).



ANNEX

Revisions of the Regulations on

the use of the emblem

Draft resolution

The XXIVth International Conference of the Red Cross

recalling the adoption by the XXth International Conference 
of the Red Cross, meeting in Vienna in 1965 (resolution 
XXXII), on the "Regulations on the use of the emblem of 
the Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion-and-Sun by 
National Societies",

declaring that, since 1965, experience has shown that the 
Regulations could be improved in a certain number of 
points,

noting that the adoption, in 1977, of the Protocols Additional 
to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 calls for an 
adaptation of these Regulations for the National Societies 
of States which have become Parties to them,

requests the ICRC to prepare a draft revision of these 
Regulations for the next International Conference, in 
co-operation with the League and the National Societies 
and after having consulted signalling system experts, 
and having previously submitted this draft to the next 
Council of Delegates.


