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INTRODUCTION

With a view to drawing up this report the ICRC sent the follow
ing memorandum to the Governments of all States parties to the 
Geneva Conventions :

MEMORANDUM

ON THE DISSEMINATION OF

KNOWLEDGE OF THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS

Geneva, 15 January 1981

To Governments of States Parties to the

Geneva Conventions

The Twentieth International Red. Cross Conference at Vienna in 
October 1965, in its Resolution No. XXI entitled "Implementation 
and Dissemination of the Geneva Conventions" expressed the wish 
that Governments and National Societies submit periodic reports 
to the ICRC on the steps taken by them in this sphere. On the 
basis of information received pursuant to that resolution, the 
ICRC submitted to the International Red Cross Conferences at 
Istanbul, Teheran and Bucharest a report on the implementation 
and dissemination of knowledge of the Geneva Conventions.

The Twenty-third International Red Cross Conference at Bucharest, 
in October 1977, renewed, in Resolution No. VII, the appeal to 
Governments and National Societies to inform the ICRC regularly 
of their achievements and their projects in order that it may 
report to the Twenty-fourth International Conference on the disse
mination of knowledge of international humanitarian law.

That resolution reads as follows :

The XXIIIrd International Conference of the Red Cross,

considering that the dissemination of knowledge of interna
tional humanitarian law applicable in armed conflicts is one of 
the vital conditions for its observance,



7

considering further that the dissemination of Red Cross 
ideals should not be limited to the Geneva Conventions but 
should also cover the Red Cross fundamental principles and 
be included within the broad concept of man's responsibilities 
to man, being of the opinion that dissemination cannot be 
dissociated from the propagation of a spirit of peace and 
should never make war appear "acceptable",

mindful of the resolutions on the dissemination of 
knowledge of the Geneva Conventions, adopted by previous 
International Conferences of the Red Cross, and especially 
Resolution No. XII of the XXIInd International Conference of 
the Red Cross (Teheran, 1973),

noting with satisfaction Resolution No. 21/77 on the 
dissemination of knowledge of international humanitarian law 
applicable in armed conflicts, adopted by the Diplomatic 
Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development of International 
Humanitarian Law applicable in Armed Conflicts,

bearing in mind that the new Constitution of the League 
of Red Cross Societies lays down that it is a function of the 
League to assist the International Committee of the Red Cross 
in the promotion and development of international humanitarian 
law and to collaborate with it in the dissemination of knowledge 
of that law and of the fundamental principles of the Red Cross 
among the National Societies,

taking note with interest of the report submitted by the 
Polish Red Cross and the ICRC on the First European Red Cross 
Seminar on the dissemination of knowledge of the Geneva Conven
tions (Warsaw, March 1977) and of its conclusions, and of various 
projects drawn up by the ICRC, in co-operation with several 
National Societies and specialized institutions in all parts of 
the world,

1. congratulates the ICRC on its action to promote the 
dissemination of international humanitarian law 
throughout the world and to improve the methods of 
dissemination, in agreement with various National 
Societies and the League,

2. invites National Societies to intensify their efforts, 
in collaboration with their governments, for the 
dissemination of knowledge of international humani
tarian law and of its principles as widely as possible 
among the population and especially among youth,
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3. requests the ICRC and the League to lay down guide
lines for their co-operation in the sphere of disse
mination in order to give more effective help to 
National Societies in drawing up programmes of 
activities concerning the dissemination of knowledge 
of international humanitarian law and the training 
of national officers in this field,

4. recognizes the role of UNESCO in the dissemination of 
knowledge of international humanitarian law and 
invites the ICRC and the League to intensify their 
collaboration with UNESCO with a view in particular 
to the award of training fellowships at specialized 
institutes ,

5. expresses the wish that governments and National 
Societies continue the existing practice of informing 
the ICRC periodically of their dissemination efforts 
and invites the ICRC to submit to the XXIVth Inter
national Conference , a report on the dissemination of 
international humanitarian law, in conformity with 
Resolution No. XII of the XXIInd International 
Conference (Teheran, 1973).

The International Committee of the Red Cross therefore ventures 
to remind all Governments concerned of the foregoing resolution 
and to request the competent authorities to let it know the 
measures they have taken since 1977 for the dissemination of 
knowledge of the Geneva Conventions among the armed forces and 
the civilian population consistent with articles 47 of the First 
Convention, 48 of the Second, 127 of the Third, 144 of the Fourth, 
and, where appropriate, with articles 83 of the Protocol I and 
19 of the Protocol II additional to the Geneva Conventions. 
Replies to this appeal will be useful to enable the ICRC to draw 
up a report for submission to the Twenty-fourth International 
Red Cross Conference in November 1981 at Manila. They should 
therefore reach the ICRC not later than 30 April 1981.

Replies with the International Committee received to its memo
randum dated 16 December 1976 concerning the dissemination of the 
Geneva Conventions were summarized in an ICRC report to the 
International Red Cross Conference at Bucharest. The ICRC would 
be grateful if all Governments would be so kind as to furnish any 
additional information which they might have on the pursuit of 
their efforts in this sphere.
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The ICRC thanks the competent authorities in advance for any 
action they take in response to this request.

A copy of this memorandum is being sent also to the National 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies of the countries concerned.

FOR THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 
OF THE RED CROSS

Alexander Hay
President

The ICRC also sent, on 16 February 1981, a circular to all 
National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, informing them of 
its memorandum of 15 January 1981 to governments and requesting 
them to approach the appropriate authorities of their own 
countries to take action on this memorandum and asking them to 
send the ICRC a report on their own activities relating to 
dissemination.

In inviting the National Red Cross Societies and governments of 
States parties to the Geneva Conventions to submit reports to 
the ICRC on their activities in the field of dissemination of 
knowledge of international humanitarian law during the last four 
years, the International Conference wished to try and present the 
fullest possible image of the multifarious activities in this 
sphere throughout the world. On the other hand, some of the 
reports received do not, in the ICRC1s view, have much more than 
a vague connection with the question of dissemination of inter
national humanitarian law. The ICRC, while stressing that there 
is no question of its levelling any form of criticism, takes the 
liberty of stating that such reports were not quite what had been 
expected and emphasized that the responsibility for the content 
of each of the reports reproduced in this present document rests 
solely upon its author.

In this report the various countries having replied to the ICRC's 
questionnaire are listed in alphabetical order and each government 
report is immediately followed by the report drawn up by the 
National Society, except in cases where only one report was sent 
in to the ICRC.

Excluding mere acknowledgements, 31 governments and 59 National 
Societies sent in replies to the ICRC.
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ARGENTINA

Concerning the measures adopted by the competent Argentinian 
authorities to disseminate the Geneva Conventions in military 
institutes and among the civilian population, it should be pointed out, 
inter alia, that :

1. The subject is included in the programme of instruction of the 
11 Escuela Superior de Guerra" for commanding officers and staff 
officers, as part of 11 International Law of Conflict", and covers 
the theoretical and practical study of humanitarian law.

2. The project of including it as a subject for study in the high 
schools of the remaining military institutes is well advanced, i.e. 
in

a) the school of naval warfare, and

b) the air force school for commanders and staff officers.

3. The professional group of the Argentine branch of the Inter
national Society of Penal Military Law and Law of War has 
concluded an agreement with the Henry-Dunant Institute for the 
publication in Spanish of the "Primer digesto de leyes de guerra" 
(primer on the law of war).

4. The Faculty of Law and Social Science of the National University 
of Buenos Aires, with technical assistance and guidance from the 
ICRC, organized a seminar on international humanitarian law. 
This seminar, on 11 and 12 May 1981, was for Argentinian 
professionals in international law, members of the armed forces, 
officials of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Religion and 
various people connected with the media.
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ARGENTINE RED CROSS

Activities to disseminate international humanitarian law :

I. Among members of the National Society

Printing of posters with the principles of the Red Cross for 
posting up on branches' billboards.

Participation in the Bogota and Villa de Leyva seminar, by 
delegates Lt. Col. Travell F.L. Phillips and Professor Jorge 
E. Rossetti.

Appointment of Professor Jorge E. Rossetti as adviser on the 
dissemination programme.

Exhibitions in the meeting of the Litoral Sud Committee held 
in Santa Fé-Parana (October 1979).

Participation in the Montevideo Seminar on Dissemination of 
international humanitarian law, May 1980 (Dr. Gustavo Pozzo 
and Col. Carlos Cerda).

Permanent dissemination of information on the subject 
through mass media.

II. Among youth

Talk on dissemination of basic Red Cross principles and 
elements of international humanitarian law at various levels of 
education in the first national training course for the 
Argentine Junior Red Cross instructors, 15-19 August 1979.

Talks at the various youth centres of Casilda and sphere of 
influence - July and August 1979.

Preparation of courses on Red Cross principles and inter
national humanitarian law in nursing school programmes after 
approval by the Supreme Council for application in all 
schools (encouraging experience in Casilda nursing schools).

Introduction and teaching of the subject in courses for 
voluntary workers, first-aiders, relief workers, schools for 
specializations and nursing schools.

III. In Universities

Co-operation with the ICRC and the Faculty of Law of the 
National University of Buenos Aires in the organization of 
the first seminar on dissemination of international humani
tarian law (11-12 May 1981) in Buenos Aires, with the partici
pation of professors of international law at State and private 
universities of Buenos Aires and elsewhere in Argentina.
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IV. Among the armed forces

Col. Carlos Cerda, Legal and Technical Under-Secretary to 
the President of the Republic, appointed as delegate to the 
Montevideo seminar (May 1980).

V. Among the public at large

Distribution in primary schools of the poster with the Red 
Cross principles, especially on 8 May.

Production of a series of 60 radio programmes, each of 7 
minutes, on the Geneva Conventions, based on the ICRC 
text : "Course of Five Lessons on the Geneva Conventions". 
Broadcast by Buenos Aires radio LS1.

Broadcasting of the radio series three times in other parts of 
the country.

Campaign on the use of the emblem, with dissemination of 
the text of the laws protecting it : explanation of its 
meaning and restrictions on its use.

By all mass media (by radio with slogan; by TV with 
flashes; articles in periodicals, etc.).

Constitution of a library at central headquarters, with 
material for the dissemination of international humanitarian 
law.
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AUSTRALIA

Report to the Attorney-General and to the Chairman of the Australian 
Red Cross Society for the year 1979:

Introduction

The four Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 contain provisions 
generally requiring High Contracting Parties, in time of peace as well 
as in time of war, to disseminate the text of each Convention as widely 
as possible in their respective countries. Australia is a party to each of 
the Conventions. Protocols I and II additional to the Conventions similar
ly contain provisions relating to dissemination, in the case of Protocol I, 
of the Conventions and that Protocol and, in the case of Protocol II, of 
that Protocol. Australia has signed but has not ratified the Protocols.

The Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development of 
International Humanitarian Law applicable in Armed Conflicts adopted, in 
1977, Resolution 21, concerning the Dissemination of Knowledge of 
International Humanitarian Law applicable in Armed Conflicts. That 
Resolutions deals, amongst other things, with the obligations of High 
Contracting Parties to disseminate knowledge of the Geneva Conventions 
of 1949 and with the role of the International Committee of the Red 
Cross and National Red Cross Societies in the process of dissemination. 
In particular, it invites High Contracting Parties to encourage and to 
facilitate the teaching of International Humanitarian Law within their 
armed forces and administrative services, intensify such teaching within 
universities and to introduce the teaching of it in secondary schools.

Establishment of Committee

Following an exchange of correspondence between the Attorney-General 
and the Chairman of the Australian Red Cross Society on 6 December 
and 15 December 1978, the Geneva Conventions Dissemination Committee 
was set up, with the principal function to consider and advise the 
Commonwealth Attorney-General and the Chairman of the Australian Red 
Cross Society concerning the dissemination of the Geneva Conventions 
of 12 August 1949. In terms of the correspondence mentioned, the 
Committee is able to take account of the dissemination provisions of 
Protocols I and II additional to the Conventions and, in considering 
dissemination of the Conventions, may have in mind the question of 
what procedures would be appropriate for dissemination of the Protocols 
should the Government decide to ratify the Protocols.

Composition of the Committee

The Committee comprises officers of the Attorney-General's Department 
and of the Department of Defence together with representatives of the 
Australian Red Cross Society.

Meetings of the Committee

The Committee has met on two occasions, on 2 March and 3 August 1979.
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Significant matters considered by the Committee:

Preparation of International Humanitarian Law Handbook

A draft handbook on International Humanitarian Law has been prepared 
under the auspices of the Australian Red Cross Society. The handbook 
deals with the Conventions and the Protocols as the basis of Interna
tional Humanitarian Law. It is aimed at providing practical guidance for 
organisations and persons such as those responsible for programmes of 
training, the Defence Force, the police, emergency service units and 
other organisations which could be involved in civil defence activities, 
educational organisations and the Red Cross. The draft has been consi
dered by the Attorney-General's Department and comments provided to 
the Australian Red Cross Society. An application for a grant in aid 
from the Commonwealth of $ 10,000 in 1979/80 to assist the Australian 
Red Cross Society in funding production costs of the handbook was 
unsuccessful. Further discussions on the preparation of the handbook 
have taken place.

Red Cross booklet on International Humanitarian Law

A short booklet entitled “You and International Humanitarian Law" has 
been prepared by the Australian Red Cross Society and 125,000 copies 
produced by the Society. The booklet has been made available through 
Red Cross branches in Australia for general distribution and has been 
circulated to school libraries in most States. Consideration is being 
given to the question whether the Commonwealth has a requirement for 
the booklet.

The booklet has generated considerable interest in other countries. The 
Red Cross Societies of New Zealand and South Africa have already 
sought approval from the Australian Red Cross Society to reprint it for 
distribution in those countries.

The booklet was inserted in each copy of the January 1980 issue of the 
Australian Law Journal. Enquiries are being made of the Department of 
Education to ascertain whether the booklet might be published in that 
Department's news sheet "Education News".

Conference on International Humanitarian Law

The National Dissemination Committee of the Australian Red Cross So
ciety on 9 and 10 December 1979 sponsored, jointly with the Faculty of 
Law of the Australian National University, a conference on International 
Humanitarian Law at Canberra. The conference was chaired by Pro
fessor P.L. Waller in his capacity as Chairman of the National Dissemi
nation Committee of the Australian Red Cross Society and was attended, 
amongst others, by participants from Australian Universities, Govern
ment Departments, and Miss N. Minogue, the National Dissemination 
Officer of the Australian Red Cross Society. (Professor Waller and Miss 
Minogue are members of the Geneva Conventions Dissemination Commit
tee). Papers were presented by Mr. J.G. Starke, Q.C., editor of the 
Australian Law Journal, and by officers of the Attorney-General's 
Department and the Department of Defence, those officers being mem
bers of the Geneva Conventions Dissemination Committee. The Confe
rence was reported in the February 1980 issue of the Australian Law 
Journal at pages 102 and 103.
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The Australian Defence Forces

The Department of Defence has informed the Committee that it continues 
to acknowledge its obligations under the Conventions. Dissemination has 
always been carried out within the Defence Force but has now been 
intensified. Continuing attention is being given to development of new 
means for carrying out dissemination and for this purpose materials are 
being acquired from overseas sources. Simultaneously, plans are being 
prepared so that the training requirements of both Protocols I and II will 
be met following future Australian ratification of them.

Red Cross Dissemination Kit

The Australian Red Cross Society has produced a speaker's kit entitled 
"The Red Cross and International Humanitarian Law". The kit, pre
pared chiefly for Red Cross use, deals with, amongst other things, the 
Geneva Conventions and Protocols. The purpose of the kit is to provide 
speakers with key points of relevant information.

Seminar

The Australian Red Cross Society conducted a National Dissemination 
Seminar at Monash University in February 1979. It was attended by 
representatives of the Society and others, including Col. P.J. Cameron, 
a member of the Geneva Conventions Dissemination Committee, who 
addressed the Seminar on the essential provisions of the Geneva Con
ventions and the Protocols. A report on the Seminar was communicated 
to the Geneva Conventions Dissemination Committee.

Treaty Series

Arrangements are in hand for the Protocols additional to the Conventions 
to be included in the Treaty Series produced by the Commonwealth and 
circulated to reference libraries. Other libraries and institutions also 
subscribe to the series.

Schools

A document dealing with International Humanitarian Law has been pro
vided to the Department of Foreign Affairs by the Australian Red Cross 
Society for inclusion in an information package on human rights circu
lated to schools by the Commonwealth.

Areas of the community to be reached by dissemination:

Four major groups in the Australian community have been identified for 
the purposes of dissemination activity. These are; Red Cross member
ship, the Defence Force, students and the teaching profession, and the 
public generally (including the media).

Work is being done by the Australian Red Cross Society through its 
National Dissemination Committee on dissemination to Red Cross member
ship. Similarly, as mentioned in paragraph 11, there is continuing and 
intensified activity within the Department of Defence and the Defence 
Force aimed at giving all personnel an adequate knowledge of the 
Conventions and, if ratified , the Protocols. As the Conference on 
International Humanitarian Law mentioned in paragraph 10, the oppor
tunity was taken of bringing to the attention of those present who 
represented Faculties of Law the possibility of incorporating in uni
versity law courses the study of International Humanitarian Law.
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The question of dissemination to the public generally requires further 
close attention. An endeavour should be made to attract the interest of 
elements of the media. This is, however, seen to be necessarily a 
gradual process so that there will be no development of community alarm 
based on an incorrect impression that any publicity given to the Conven
tions and the Protocols has some immediate significance in the context of 
international events.

Further action required to be taken in the sphere of dissemination:

There should be further contact with the Department of Education with 
a view to the possible involvement of that Department in the dissemina
tion of the Conventions and, eventually, the Protocols through the 
Curriculum Development Centre and the publication "Education News".

Universities should be encouraged, through appropriate channels, to 
include the study of International Humanitarian Law in law courses; and 
other tertiary and secondary institutions should be encouraged to 
include the study of the principles of International Humanitarian Law, 
wherever appropriate, in their curricula.

There is a need for dissemination in emergency service units and other 
organisations which could be involved in civil defence activities and 
arrangements will need to be made with the appropriate authorities, 
Commonwealth and State, to ensure that those responsible for civil 
defence in Australia are aware of their rights, duties and responsi
bilities under the Conventions and, if appropriate, the Protocols.

There should be contact with elements of the media, in particular the 
press, with a view to developing interest in the principles and opera
tion of International Humanitarian Law and, in due course, the publica
tion of feature articles on the subject.

This Committee, through the Australian Red Cross Society, should 
maintain a watch on overseas developments in the field of dissemination, 
such as those that may be initiated by the International Committee of 
the Red Cross, the League of Red Cross Societies or other National 
Societies.
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AUSTRALIAN RED CROSS

Role of the Australian Red Cross Society in the dissemination of 
international humanitarian law.

This important responsibility of every National Red Cross Society is 
being carried out by the Australian Red Cross simultaneously on two 
different, but closely related fronts. These are :

1) The Joint Committee of the Australian Red Cross and the 
Australian Government on Dissemination of international humani
tarian law; and

2) The Society's internal system of Committees for the dissemination 
to its own members and to the community at large.

I . THE JOINT RED CROSS AND GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE

This Committee was established in December 1978 as the result of 
a proposal made by the National Council of the Society, following 
the decision by the Australian Government to sign the 1977 Proto
cols. Though the Australian Government had not then and still 
has not ratified the Protocols - a process which is expected to 
take some time - it decided to establish the Joint Committee "to 
enable work on dissemination procedures for the Conventions, to 
proceed." The Committee is known as the Geneva Conventions 
Dissemination Committee. Its membership comprises officers of the 
Attorney-General's Department, the Department of Defence and 
two representatives of the Australian Red Cross Society, though 
three may attend if the Chairman of the Committee approves in a 
particular case. The Committee meets at least once each year and 
on other occasions as determined by the Chairman, who is the 
Deputy Secretary of the Attorney-General's Department.

In inviting the Society to participate in the Committee, the 
Attorney-General requested "that the representatives of the 
Australian Red Cross Society and of the departments concerned 
would, as far as possible, be persons having a background in 
each of the Conventions and the Protocols."

He also sought continuity of membership of each representative, 
subject to the requirements of the Society and departments. The 
Committee is able to consult officers of other departments or 
authorities as necessary, or to invite them to be represented on 
the Committee for special purposes.

The representatives of the Society are the Chairman of the Na
tional Dissemination Committee of the Society, Professor Waller, 
Professor of Law at Monash University, and the Deputy Secre
tary-General of the Society, who is the National Dissemination 
Officer.
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The functions of the Committee are "to consider and advise the 
Commonwealth Attorney-General and the Chairman of the 
Australian Red Cross Society, concerning the Dissemination of the 
Geneva Conventions of the 12th August 1949. Should the Govern
ment decide to ratify Protocols 1 and 2 additional to the Con
ventions, the function of the Committee would be extended to 
consideration of and advise on dissemination of the Protocols. In 
the meantime, the Committee would take account of the dis
semination provisions of the Protocols in its deliberation."

The Committee presented its first report to the Attorney-General 
of the Commonwealth and the Chairman of the Australian Red 
Cross Society on the 15th September, 1980 and it was tabled in 
the Australian Parliament a few days later and hence has become 
a public document. Under the heading "Significant Matters 
Considered by the Committee", it listed :

(i) Proposals for the publication of a Handbook on International 
Humanitarian Law aimed at providing practical guidance for 
organisations and persons such as those responsible for
programmes of training, the Defence officers, the policy, 
Emergency Service units and other organisations which could 
be involved in civil defence activities, educational organi
sations and the Red Cross.

(ii) Red Cross Booklet on "You and International Humanitarian 
Law". 125,000 copies of the Society's short booklet for public
distribution have been circulated to date.

(¡ii) Conference on International Humanitarian Law. Jointly
sponsored by the Faculty of Law of the Australian National 
University and the National Dissemination Committee of the 
Australian Red Cross Society, this took place on 9th and 
10th December, 1979 at the National University. It was 
attended by participants from Australian universities, Govern
ment departments and the Australian Red Cross Society and 
resulted in considerable interest being shown in inclusion of 
international humanitarian law studies into some Australian 
Law Schools.

(iv) The Australian Defence Forces. Dissemination within the 
Defence officers has been intensified and new means for 
carrying out this responsibility are being developed, inclu
ding acquisition of materials from overseas sources. Plans 
are also being prepared to ensure that training requirements 
of Protocols 1 and 2 will be met following future Australian 
ratification.

(v) Treaty Series. Arrangements are in hand for the Protocols 
to be included in the Treaty Series produced by the Common
wealth and circulated to reference libraries.

(vi) Schools. A brief document dealing with international hu
manitarian law has been provided by the Society for in
clusion in an information package on human rights circulated 
to schools by the Commonwealth.



19

The report lists other activities in the field of dissemination but these 
are largely matters being initiated by the Society's National Committee 
and are dealt with under Section II of this paper.

The Joint Committee report, however, lists five areas which it 
sees as needing further action :

(a) Utilisation of the Commonwealth's Curriculum Development 
Centre and its publication to foster interest in schools.

(b) Active encouragement to universities and other tertiary 
institutions to include the study of the principles of inter
national humanitarian law wherever appropriate in their 
curricula.

(c) The need to involve Emergency Service units at both 
Commonwealth and State level in the dissemination 
programme.

(d) Establishment of better contact with the media to develop 
interest in the principles and operation of international 
humanitarian law.

(e) Maintenance of a close watch on overseas developments in the 
field of dissemination.

II. THE NATIONAL DISSEMINATION COMMITTEE OF THE AUSTRALIAN
RED CROSS SOCIETY

At its meeting in November 1977, following on the completion of 
the Protocols, the Council of the Society decided :

1. To appoint a National Officer for Dissemination (the Deputy 
Secretary-General).

2. To appoint a National Red Cross Committee for Dissemination.

3. To set up an appropriate committee in each State Division of 
the Society.

The following Terms of Reference were enunciated for the Com
mittee -

a) The preparation of materials.

b) The conduct of State seminars - study weekends, lectures 
and a whole range of similar gatherings.

c) Liaison between Red Cross and the Australian Government 
and with other sections of International Red Cross bodies.

The Committee comprises, in addition to the Chairman and 
National Dissemination Officer :

an Officer-Bearer of the Society.

the senior officer of the Armed Services Training 
Section.
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a practising solicitor involved in legal education.

a representative of the curriculum development 
area of education.

a representative of the Australian Journalists' 
Association.

the Secretary General and the National Information 
Officer.

This is still the basic membership of the Committee. Its main 
activities to date have been :

A. Organisation of a National Dissemination Seminar (Residential) 
from 18-20 February 1979. The object of the Seminar was to 
prepare Divisional Committees to undertake the task of dissemi
nating the essential provisions of the Conventions, including the 
two new Protocols, throughout their States. Two representatives 
were invited from each Division as well as members of the National 
Committee and of the Joint Committee of the Australian Govern
ment. The Seminar worked in four basic workshops concerned 
with dissemination among ;

Red Cross membership
Armed Services 
Students and the Teaching Profession 
The media and the general public

It strongly recommended that the main areas of emphasis for the 
dissemination programme in the first two years should be Red 
Cross membership and the schools. It is recommended that the 
production of a popular pamphlet on international humanitarian law 
should not exceed 3,000 words in length and the production of a 
Speaker's Kit for the use of specially trained groups within the 
Red Cross in making Red Cross members better informed in this 
field of Red Cross activity. Both these items have been pub
lished and have received a wide distribution both in Australia and 
overseas. The Seminar also urged the early publication of a 
handbook on international humanitarian law, the first draft of 
which had been prepared by the senior researcher at Monash 
University. As the publication of this work is outside the So
ciety's financial resources and no other funds have been forth
coming to date, this project will remain in abeyance.

B. The Organisation, in conjunction with Professor D.W. Greig of 
the Australian National University, of a Legal Seminar at that 
university in December, 1979.

As a result there has been a growth of interest in the develop
ment of international humanitarian law in tertiary education insti
tutions. Through one of the participants, the pamphlet "You and 
International Humanitarian Law" was circulated to all subscribers 
of the Australian Law Journal.
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C. Active Committees have now been established in all Divisions

The Committee in New South Wales, under the chairmanship of a 
senior retired journalist, is concentrating particularly on pro
duction of suitable materials for public information purposes and 
maintenance of contacts with the media. Mr. Lou Leek, the 
Chairman of this Committee, wrote and supervised the production 
of the pamphlet “You and International Humanitarian Law." In 
South Australia, the Committee with a medical Chairman is con
centrating on the implications of the Conventions and in particular 
the new Protocols on the medical and para medical services in 
Australia. In Western Australia and New South Wales, considerable 
progress has been made in introducing the concept of inter
national humanitarian law into the senior secondary school 
curricula. In Tasmania, the Committee has interested an 
important cross section of influential people in the community and 
is already having an impact in public affairs in Hobart. In 
Northern Territory, two public seminars have been held which 
excited considerable interest among community groups and have 
resulted in requests for speakers to service clubs and similar 
bodies.

D. The National Meetings of Curriculum Planners

A National meeting took place at National Headquarters in 
September to attempt to develop a sequential plan capable of 
being applied across all State systems for the promulgating of 
knowledge of international humanitarian law in schools. Repre
sentatives of Curriculum Development Sections of all State edu
cation Authorities attended, as well as a representative of the 
New Zealand Red Cross who had already produced some valuable 
teaching aids on international humanitarian law. The meeting 
produced a draft grid for the guidance of teachers based on a 
thematical approach, age levels being left open. The theme aims 
to epitomise the principles and human values of Red Cross without 
specifically mentioning the movement. Its basic intent is to 
"develop in students an awareness and acceptance of human 
rights and an individual's responsibilities in times of conflict and 
upheaval as well as in everyday living" (See attached Rationale).

At its meeting in November 1980 the Council of the Society approved 
the organisation of a meeting of Divisional Chairmen during 1981 to 
share experiences and improve communication between the National 
Committee and the Divisional Committees so as to ensure that the best 
possible use is being made of the limited resources available for this 
long-range task.
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RATIONALE :

All societies, from the simple to the the most developed, from the small 
to the large, are concerned with establishing and maintaining rights 
and responsibilities for their members. Usually, this is achieved by 
articulating rules, either informally as customs and mores, or more 
formally through the enactment of laws.

In the past, these rules have tended to concentrate upon monitoring 
interactions within each particular society to ensure that the 
individual's rights and basic needs were adequately met. Few societies 
today, however, are self-sufficient, and the needs of people for food, 
shelter, protection and security can only be met through trade and 
interaction at an international level. This dependence leads to the 
concept of each individual as a member of "world society", in which 
there is an increasing need for nations to formulate international rules.

Perhaps the most important of all international rules are those which 
maintain the rights of each individual, irrespective of race or creed, 
to survive with dignity and without the oppression and starvation 
particularly evident during times of conflict and natural upheaval. It is 
the maintenance of these rights which forms the basis of international 
humanitarian law, as outlined in the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and 
the Additional Protocols of 1977.

It is the duty of the Red Cross, in co-operation with the Australian 
Government, to make the Australian community aware that the Geneva 
Conventions are part of the law of this country, as well as to impart 
knowledge of the Conventions themselves.
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AUSTRIA

For the teaching of international humanitarian law in universities and 
the armed forces, please refer to the detailed statement issued in 
1977.

Great progress has been achieved in the institutionalisation of the 
dissemination of humanitarian law among the civilian population. The 
roughly 500'000 volunteers taking part in the efforts made by various 
organisations concerned to protect the civilian population have, for 
example, been acquainted with the Geneva Conventions.

Seminars are also organized by the Federation and the Provinces to 
give officials a knowledge of the relevant provisions of the Geneva 
Conventions.

The training programme for health personnel includes courses on the 
Geneva Conventions.

The purposes of the International Red Cross are described in schools 
during history, social studies, German and foreign-language classes, 
civics lessons and classes concerned with political education.

The Austrian Red Cross has issued, for the teaching staff of schools 
of various educational levels, a pamphlet on international humanitarian 
law, a brochure entitled "An Idea Conquers the World" and a 
teacher's handbook. The brochure, apart from general information on 
the Red Cross contains the essentials of the Geneva Conventions, 
presented for teaching purposes. The Ministry of Education and the 
Junior Red Cross conduct joint seminars for the introduction of this 
teaching programme. In addition, a seminar was held in May 1980 for 
history teachers in general high schools and teachers' training 
academies on the subject of "Dissemination of the Geneva 
Conventions - a task of political education".
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BELGIUM

It is primarily the responsibility of the Ministry of National Defence 
to disseminate knowledge of the Geneva Conventions amongst its 
forces.

At present, the teaching of humanitarian law within the Belgian 
Armed Forces is carried out as follows :

1. For privates.

a) Prior to enrollment, every future soldier recieves 
an illustrated booklet entitled "The Soldier’s Man
ual" (48 p). Two pages of this booklet are devoted 
to the Geneva Conventions. The principles consti
tuting the basis of the Conventions and particularly 
respect for persons and their dignity are underlined 
in simple terms. The safety signals are also repro
duced on these pages. The future soldier receives 
this booklet in French, Dutch or German according 
to his language group.

b) During his service, in the course of training, the 
soldier is given a lesson on the Conventions with 
special emphasis on the treatment of prisoners of 
war. At other classes he receives information on 
protected persons and material and on behaviour 
towards the civil population. These principles are 
repeated during the first year of service in the 
unit to which the soldier is assigned after training. 
Officers have received instructions to the effect 
that during manoeuvres or exercises in the field, 
concrete situations will arise demanding the applic
ation of one of the provisions of the Conventions.

Until now however, these instructions have only 
been followed on a few occasions and it has not yet 
been possible to carry them out systematically. A 
memorandum on the subject, which will be given to 
officers and non commissioned officers (N.C.O.s.) 
at the beginning of manoeuvres, is being prepared 
by the general staff.

2. For N.C.O.s

Humanitarian law is taught during a two-hour 
course at the four schools for professional N.C.Os. 
Emphasis is placed on the responsibility of the 
N.C.O. for the conduct of men under his orders 
regarding the Conventions.

3. For Officers
A. Training

a) At the Royal Military Academy, law classes for 
regular officer candidates are divided in the follo
wing way :
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This refresher course was organized by the military tribunal 
with the assistance of the operational section of the armed 
forces general staff.

C. Documents

Three military regulations concerning the humanitarian Conventions 
are distributed within the Armed Forces down to the Company 
level.

They are :

1) Reproduction in French and Dutch of the text of the 1949 
Geneva Conventions (1 copy per company).

2) A 35-page summary of these Conventions (also bilingual), 
annexed to field service (3 copies per company).

3) Training relating to treatment and administration procedures 
for prisoners of war (also bilingual), 87 pages.

However, for the past few months the regulations under 2 and 3 
longer figure on the list of military regulations as they are being 
revised. The summary of the Conventions will be revised so as to 
enable the distribution of 10 copies per company.

4. Medical Service

The medical service has published for the use of military doctors 
and all personnel attached to the service, a small and convenient 
booklet summarizing the provisions of the Conventions, particularly 
those dealing with the rights and duties of members of the medical 
service. This booklet exists in both the national languages.

Doctors, pharmacists, chemists and all regular personnel of the 
medical service (from voluntary soldiers to officers including 
reserve officers and N.C.Os, are given a two-hour course on the 
Geneva Conventions at the medical service school.

Alongside this teaching of humanitarian law in the Belgian Armed 
Forces, the Department of National Defence wanted Belgian officers 
to specialize further in this subject. For this, members of the 
Armed Forces and Belgian military Justices take part each year in 
the course on the international law of armed conflict organized, in 
French in May and in English in September, by the San Remo 
Institute for international humanitarian law. This Department, 
aware of the value of the Institute, has since its foundation, 
attentively followed its activities. In 1976 it granted it a modest 
subsidy for the useful consultive work carried out by the Institute 
between the sessions of the Diplomatic Conference in Geneva.

The Belgian government is also pleased to note that to this day a 
justice serving on the military tribunal is on the teaching staff of 
this Institute.
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1st candidature "All Arms" 
Elements of law
Public Law
Private law

2nd candidature "All Arms" 
Military penal law 
International humanitarian law

30 h.
20 h.
12 h.

20 h.
10 h.

The officers of the "Polytehcnical" division (artillery, en
gineering, military manufacturing engineers, etc.) follow, 
during their 4th year of studies, a course of 8h. on Inter- 
national humanitarian Law.

Every year several final papers of officer candidates are 
devoted to humanitarian law.

The teaching of humanitarian law is supervised by a military 
justice. All students of the Royal Military Academy receive an 
illustrated booklet of 69 pages on the Geneva Conventions. 
This booklet, republished in 1973, also contains the text of 
the 1954 Hague Convention for the protection of cultural 
property, and alphabetical index and a bibliography of the 
main works on humanitarian law. This booklet is published in 
French and Dutch.

b) The Senior Royal Institute of Defence. One of the aims of 
this Institute is to train Belgian and foreign field officers for 
staff duties.

The training programm includes courses on international 
humanitarian law dealing mainly with the 1949 Geneva Con
ventions and their historical context, the 1954 Hague Con
vention for the protection of cultural property and the 
Protocols additional to the Geneva Conventions. Each language 
group has a 5 hour course of this nature.

A justice of the general prosecutor's office of the Military 
tribunal is in charge of this subject.

c) Various training schools for reserve officer candidates re
gularly call on military justices to give class on this subject, 
followed by a seminar on the Geneva Conventions.

B. After being assigned to a unit

a) When he is assigned to a unit, the young regular officer is 
asked to give the soldiers in the unit a talk on the Con
ventions.

b) A one-half day refresher course on humanitarian law (1949 of 
Geneva, the Hague 1899 and 1907 and the Hague 1954) has 
been organized in all units since 1973.

It is planned to repeat this course every five years. All the 
officers of the Belgian armed forces attend the course. A 
lesson of an hour and a half is given by a military justice. It 
is followed by questions and an exchange of views for the 
same length of time. During these meetings, slides and some
times films illustrating the main provisions of the Conventions 
are shown.
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BELGIAN RED CROSS

The dissemination of the Conventions is undertaken by our community 
services, whose activities may be summarized as follows :

1. French-speaking community :

Constitution of a commission for the dissemination of the Con
ventions, including, amongst others, professors of law from the 
main universities. The current target public are university 
students (faculties of law and medicine) and Red Cross circles.

Dissemination of the booklets "Face à la détresse", "La Croix- 
Rouge, une idée actuelle" and "Guide Pédagogique," intended 
respectively for the public at large, secondary schools and 
teachers and professors.

Publication of many articles in "Contact" (monthly magazine for 
our active members) on the fundamental Principles of the Red 
Cross and the Geneva Conventions.

Numerous lectures, seminars and discussions for the public at 
large and Red Cross circles (and in particular a day of infor
mation on the International Red Cross) with the co-operation of 
university professors and ICRC collaborators.

2. Flemish speaking community :

Creation of a legal committee and a "Conventions Dissemination" 
service, and organization of a symposium in Ostend in December 
1979. Recruitment of over 60 voluntary lawyers, who are 
contributing in their regions to the dissemination of 
the Conventions among, first of all, medical and then other 
circles.

Publication by "Universeel" (fortnightly magazine for active 
members) of several articles on the Conventions and of a series 
on the fundamental Principles of the Red Cross.

Publication of a 12-page handout on humanitarian law for 
voluntary workers and of a booklet on the Geneva Conventions 
for specialists and secondary schools.

Translation and publication into Dutch of the booklets 
"Règlement sur l'usage de l'emblème de la Croix-Rouge" and 
"Les médecins et les Conventions de Genève".

Organization of a course on the Conventions in a police school 
in one of the provinces and a number of lectures and courses 
for Red Cross and other circles.

The "Auditorat general" is very active in organizing courses for the 
Armed Forces, especially in the various military schools. The Geneva 
Conventions are also dealt with in the "Soldier's Manual."
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CROIX-ROUGE BENINOISE

La diffusion et l'application du Droit International 
Humanitaire constituent une préoccupation non moins importante 
dans le cadre de l'information que mène la Société Croix-Rouge 
de la République Populaire du Bénin.

Dans le domaine de ces activités normales, la Croix- 
Rouge Béninoise est amenée, à l'occasion des manifestations 
qu'elle organise (Séminaires, Formation des Secouristes, Journée 
d'Amitié des Jeunes, Emissions radiodiffusées, Conférences de 
quartiers, Presse) , à inclure sous forme de récits succincts 
et précis, le droit humanitaire dans les différentes disciplines 
ou sujets abordés.

Le droit humanitaire ne représentant pas le thème 
central ou unique des manifestations précitées, La Croix-Rouge 
Béninoise s'efforce de donner aux participants, des notions de 
base sur les règles d'humanité, applicables dans les conflits 
armés. C'est dans la perspective de cette action, que le 
Bureau National de la Croix-Rouge Béninoise a cru devoir 
mettre au point, avec, la collaboration heureuse que lui apportent 
certains Professeurs de Droit qui dispensent des cours à 1'Univer
sité, de petits extraits des règles fondamentales du droit 
international humanitaire.

L'une des raisons aussi importante de l'utilité de 
notre action dans ce domaine d' information, est également dû à 
la sensibilisation constante et périodique menée par nos Cadres 
civils et militaires dans les casernes du Territoire National 
où, la distribution des "Manuels du Soldat" a contribué à faire 
naître chez nos Officiers, Sous-Officiers, et Hommes de Rang, 
une véritable prise de conscience du rôle qui leur incombe dans 
les conflits et du respect que doit inspirer la dignité humaine.

Pour avoir bien compris l'importance et la valeur de 
ce droit humanitaire, jusque là peu connu pour ne pas dire 
inconnu, la Croix-Rouge Béninoise a, dans l'action qu'elle mène 
quotidiennement, donné une priorité à tous les problèmes qui 
touchent la vie de l'homme.

Cette responsabilité de diffuser le droit international 
humanitaire a été perçue dans toute sa dimension par le Gouverne
ment Béninois. C'est dire qu'à ce niveau officiel, cette diffusion 
du droit international humanitaire, trouve sa place dans l'ensei
gnement supérieur et plus précisément à la Faculté des Sciences 
Juridiques, Economiques et Politiques et à l'institut des Sciences 
Juridiques et Administratives.
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Bien que ne faisant pas l'objet d'un cours spécifique, 
le droit international humanitaire est abordé, ne serait-ce que 
de façon schématique dans le cadre de la protection internationale 
des droits de 1'Homme d'une part, dans celui du droit de la guerre 
et plus particulièrement de la conduite des hostilités d'autre part. 
Il s'agit essentiellement de sensibiliser les étudiants sur les 
problèmes soulevés par les conflits armés et sur les règles du 
droit humanitaire applicables.

Ainsi donc, notre Société Croix-Rouge dans son ensemble, 
est à la fois, consciente de ce problème et du rôle à jouer, puis
que sa vocation est d'abord et avant tout humanitaire et qu'elle 
doit de surcroit maintenir vivants les principes de la Croix-Rouge.

Dans le souci de faire prévaloir ces principes, la 
Croix-Rouge Béninoise s'est associée aux efforts entrepris par 
le Gouvernement dans le cadre de la ratification des protocoles 
additionnels aux conventions de Genève.

De même, sur la base de son action, elle a élaboré 
des programmes pour sensibiliser les responsables qui, de par 
leurs fonctions pourraient être appelés à respecter et à faire 
respecter certains principes des conventions. Cet effort, 
soutenu par les dossiers pédagogiques que la Ligue des Sociétés 
de la Croix-Rouge et le Comité International de la Croix-Rouge 
ont mis à la disposition des Sociétés Nationales, se poursuit 
sans relâche dans les Etablissements des Enseignements Moyen 
Général et Supérieur, où les Jeunes de la Croix-Rouge se sont 
constitués en Sections dynamiques de Coopérative.

Il ne fait plus de doute, que la Croix-Rouge Béninoise 
qui ressent comme un impératif essentiel, la mission de diffuser 
le Droit International Humanitaire, poursuivra aujourd'hui mieux 
qu'hier, cette tâche pour la recherche des voies et moyens les 
plus appropriés à faire connaître et promouvoir les Conventions 
de Genève et les Idéaux sacrés de la Croix-Rouge.
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BULGARIA

The diffusion of humanism and the dissemination of international 
humanitarian law in the People's Republic of Bulgaria is very important 
and closely concerns not only the Bulgarian Red Cross but the whole 
population. This concern may be explained both by the fact that the 
Bulgarian Red Cross Society and State have developed from 
fundamental humanitarian ideological principles as well as by the many 
historical tragedies of wars.

Propaganda for humanitarian ideas in our country is facilitated by the 
fact that the People's Republic of Bulgaria conducts a policy of peace 
and cooperation with other countries and by the guaranteed right to 
medical care, work, education and culture and to the social security 
assured to each citizen in socialist society. Social life in Bulgaria 
provides a solid, supportive base for the Bulgarian Red Cross. From 
this base, the Bulgarian Red Cross carries out an educational role 
among the population, an activity oriented towards consolidating peace, 
spreading knowledge of humanitarian principles, defending and pro
viding aid to people in all circumstances under which human life and 
health are endangered. We consider that propaganda for humanism, as 
one of the principles of the Red Cross and of international humani
tarian law, is an instrument of education in promoting humanitarian 
behaviour and a willingness to serve Man.

Consequently, our country's foreign policy is oriented towards pre
serving and consolidating peace. It is based on the principles of the 
Constitution of the People's Republic of Bulgaria, the articles of the 
Penal Code, the Law Against Propaganda for War and for the Defence 
of Peace and on other laws.

Peace being a prerequisite for the building of socialism, peace and 
socialism are inseparable. Thus, one component of Bulgarian inter
national military doctrine is the hard and fast standards of legal res
ponsibility for the violation of peace and international humanitarian 
law. This is the principal condition determining the welcome of the 
People's Republic of Bulgaria and of all the organs of State power for 
the Geneva Conventions and their progagation, and for the activity of 
the Bulgarian Red Cross in this area. This activity of the Bulgarian 
Red Cross is considered to support the efforts made by the People's 
Republic of Bulgaria to guarantee world peace and security. Thus, 
the fight against the use of force in international relations and the 
work carried out for the diffusion of knowledge of the Geneva Con
ventions are mutually dependant and complementary.

In the People's Republic of Bulgaria, international humanitarian law is 
disseminated through two channels : the State and the Red Cross.

The obligation of State organs to publicize the Conventions is a 
juridical one, emanating from the text itself. This obligation is ful
filled by teaching the Conventions in many schools throughout the 
country. Mentions should first be made of the military schools where 
the Conventions form part of the programmes. A manual has been 
produced for this purpose. It is specially designed for the teaching 
of law and one chapter deals with international humanitarian law.



31

Courses are given to the officers and men of the Bulgarian People's 
Army, within the framework of political and military teaching, ex
plaining the contents of the 1949 Geneva Conventions. Small bro
chures have also been produced for mass distribution to the military.

The Conventions are taught at the Faculty of Law of the University of 
Sofia "Climent Ochridski" within the framework of a general course on 
international public law, as course and practical work. This subject is 
obligatory for law students sitting the international public law 
examinations. The Central Committee of the Bulgarian Red Cross has 
donated to the University Library a collection of documents in French 
concerning the adoption of Additional Protocols I and II in 1977. A 
proposal has also been made to the deanery of the Faculty to create a 
seminar on international humanitarian law composed of 30 classes of 
which the majority would deal with the Geneva Conventions.

Courses on international humanitarian law have also been given at the 
"Karl Marx" Institute of Higher Economic Studies in Sofia.

At present, steps are being taken with a view to creating similar 
courses at the Academy of Medicine, for medical students.

Numerous research workers at the Institute of Legal Science at the 
Bulgarian Academy of Science have devoted themselves to the noble 
area of international humanitarian law.

The following authors should be mentioned. Professor Pétko Radoinov 
has produced a series of scientific works on this topic, of which the 
most important is his study "The 1949 Geneva Conventions for the 
defence of victims of war," (1959, Sofia), and many articles, notably 
"The evolution of international humanitarian law" (in " Pensée 
Juridique, " 4/1980). Sava Penkov has written the articles "The Red 
Cross and International Humanitarian Law", "Military conflicts and the 
protection of the environment" (in " Pensée Juridique," 2/1977). 
Tsvetan Findjekov has produced a critical commentary on the book 
"Military conflicts and international law" by Poltorak and Savinski 
("Science" publications, 1976). Emile Konstantinov has written a 
series of articles : "International Humanitarian law and its propagation" 
(in " Tribune du droit", 161/1978), "New trends in the evolution of 
international humanitarian law" " Bulletin de l'Union des juristes 
en Bulgarie", 2/1978) and many others in the Bulletin of the 
Bulgarian Red Cross.

On the occasion of the adoption of Additional Protocols I and II in 
1977, the Central Committee of the Bulgarian Red Cross donated a 
collection of documents in Russian to the Library of the Institute of 
Juridical Science.

The obligation taken on by the Bulgarian Red Cross to disseminate the 
Geneva Conventions is profoundly humanist and moral. It arises from 
a series of resolutions adopted at international Red Cross conferences.

The Bulgarian Red Cross works both directly and indirectly towards 
the integration in all of its activities of the principles and ideals of the 
Red Cross movement which are, in turn, imbued with those of inter
national humanitarian law and with the broad concept of the responsi
bility of man towards man. These ideals and principles are 
disseminated in the training of Red Cross volunteers and in health 
education, youth work, participation in first aid, the organization of 
voluntary blood donation, international assistance, etc.
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The Bulgarian Red Cross has always considered the dissemination of 
the principles and ideals of the Red Cross as the guiding principle of 
all its activities.

Hundreds of thousands of citizens, students and pupils receive medical 
training through series of conferences, open university evening classes 
and courses at present organized by the Bulgarian Red Cross. In 
parallel with specifically medical subjects such as personal, public and 
work hygiene, maternal and child welfare, prophylaxis against 
twentieth century illnesses, protection of the environment etc., they 
learn about the ideals and principles of the Red Cross.

At the same time, the Bulgarian Red Cross teaches the Geneva Con
ventions to its managers and its volunteers, adult and youth, using as 
lecturers eminent professors from the University of Sofia and assistant 
research workers from the Institute of Juridical Science of the Bul
garian Academy of Science. This teaching forms part of training and 
refresher courses at the Central School of the Bulgarian Red Cross 
near Sofia. It presents a layman's explanation of the contents, impor
tance and application of the Conventions. Certain departmental commit
tees in the country have shown interest in organizing the teaching of 
the Geneva Conventions at departmental level.

Some years ago, our National Society took the initiative of forming a 
Juridical Commission of eminent specialists from the Bulgarian Academy 
of Science, the Faculty of Law, the "Ivan Bachav" Institute of Ex
ternal Policy, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Health 
and the Bulgarian Red Cross. The Commission took on the task of 
doing research on questions of international humanitarian law and, in 
particular, the Geneva Conventions, as well as of making them known 
to broad social strata by means of popular scientific publications. The 
brochure "The Bulgarian Red Cross and the Geneva Conventions" 
published and translated into Russian, French and English was the 
fruit of these efforts.

Recently, the Bulgarian Red Cross has extended its collaboration with 
the mass media such as the central and local press, the Bulgarian 
Telegraphic Agency, radio, television and cinema. Permanent relations 
have been established with journalists, ensuring the publication and 
broadcasting of many reports and documents widely informing public 
opinion not only of Bulgarian Red Cross activities but also of the 
principles and ideals of the Red Cross, linked in great part to inter
national humanitarian law. We periodically inform journalists of new 
Red Cross activities at home and abroad through press conferences, 
meetings and personal contacts.

The Bulgarian Red Cross has its own official bulletin which it sends to 
all its committees and organizations, to all the ministries, public organ
ization, people's councils, editors and public personalities. This 
bulletin is a valuable methodological instrument for the organization, a 
means of exchanging experience and a platform for disseminating 
knowledge about the work of the Red Cross. Numerous articles have 
recently been published, namely "The activity of the Red Cross in time 
of peace concerning the protection of the human rights of war 
victims," (2/1976), "The role of National Red Cross Societies under 
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the Geneva Conventions for the protection of war victims," (3/1976 and 
2/1977), all written by Ivan Pouchkarov, and the following articles by 
Emile Konstantinov, "New aspects of international humanitarian law," 
(3/1979), "Medical care of sick and wounded in time of armed con
flicts," (2/1981), "The Red Cross and the help to be given to the civil 
population in time of war," (4/1981). The latter author is at present 
preparing for publication a brochure on international humanitarian law 
which discusses the different stages of its evolution. This brochure is 
primarily designed for Red Cross volunteers but it will be distributed 
to numerous organizations and among the population at large.

Regarding youth, the Bulgarian Red Cross has organized its activities 
in the popularization of the ideas and principles of the Red Cross and 
the norms of international humanitarian law so that they cover all age 
groups. A series of slides entitled "Do you know about the Red 
Cross ?" has been prepared for primary school pupils. Similar series 
of slides have been prepared for secondary school pupils. For 
younger children, we use special series based on the theme "Do you 
know about the Red Cross ?" and children's books which treat the 
problem of humanism in a manner adapted to their age. We put 
specialised documents, such as courses and compendia, at the dispo
sition of adolescents.

A general programme of medico-ethical and humanist youth education, 
elaborated and adopted in the People's Republic of Bulgaria, is put 
into practice by the Bulgarian Red Cross, the Ministry of Public 
Health, the Ministry of Education and the Youth Union. The subject 
matter dealing with the Red Cross is characteristically integrated into 
the official school study programme and Red Cross subjects are taught 
within the most appropriate discipline. For example, the topic of 
humanism is taught in literature, history and philosophy courses.

Humanism is projected through texts, little songs, games, question- 
and-answer sessions and competitions, these being particularly suitable 
for work with school children because they maintain a high level of 
interest and alertness.

The Bulgarian Red Cross has also created permanent training 
structures where, besides specific Red Cross subject matter, the 
principles of humanism and international humanitarian law are also 
taught. The conferences organized by the management of the 
Bulgarian Red Cross in towns and departments and the camp-seminars 
in which Red Cross committee, school and university volunteers take 
part should also be noted.

In the international youth camp-seminars held in Bulgaria in recent 
years an even greater emphasis has been placed on the problem of 
humanism, friendship, youth and peace.

The motto of the international Red Cross movement " Per Humanitatem 
ad pacem" (Through humanism toward peace) opens the way for our 
Society to work for the spread of humanism and thus for the cause of 
peace and friendship between peoples.
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CANADA

1. As has been reported in the past, the two main publications in 
respect of the Geneva Conventions used by the Canadian Forces 
are Canadian Forces Publication (CFP) 122 entitled “Manual on 
the Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949", and CFP 318(4) 
entitled "Unit Guide to the Geneva Conventions".

2. CFP 122 is designed to facilitate dissemination of the texts of the 
Conventions to all units of the Canadian Forces and to provide a 
source of information which can be drawn on for instructional 
purposes. In the Manual, the official English and French texts of 
the Conventions are quoted verbatim within quotation marks. 
Where appropriate, comments augmenting and explaining the 
articles of the Conventions have been set out in paragraphs 
following the quoted articles.

3. The purpose of CFP 318(4) is to acquaint all ranks with the
principles of the Conventions. This Manual is a guide only, and
is designed to draw attention to those provisions of the
Conventions which concern ordinary units in the field and to 
summarize the principal rights of members of the Canadian 
Forces who may be taken prisoner.

4. The extent of training in the Geneva Conventions currently 
provided during formal career courses is directed primarily at 
the prisoner of war. aspect. It comprises the following :

a. at the basic recruit training level, recruits are taught the 
principles of the 1949 Prisoner of War Convention. Two 
lectures totaling one and one half hours are presented by 
an NCO instructor, and a film entitled "Rights and 
Obligations of POWs" is shown. Recruits are required to 
achieve a minimum of 60% on the written examination based 
on material presented;

b. at the Canadian Forces Leadership Academy - Junior Leader 
Course, two 45 minute periods are presented during which 
the student's prior knowledge of the Prisoner of War 
Convention is reinforced. An assignment and a written test 
must be completed by each student;

c. at the Canadian Forces Leadership Academy - Senior Leader 
Course, one 45 minute period is presented during which 
students are required to demonstrate a knowledge of the 
treatment of prisoners of war and conduct after capture;
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d. at the Canadian Forces Officers Candidate School, students 
are shown the film "Rights and Obligations of POWs" which 
is followed by a one hour lecture presentation and a written 
examination. The main subject of the presentation is the 
Prisoner of War Convention; the definition of terms, the 
treatment of prisoners of war, discipline and its measures 
and judicial procedures in respect of POWs. The student 
must attain at least 60% on the written examination;

e. the Officer Professional Development Program, a self-study 
program which all officers of the rank of Captain must 
complete, includes approximately two and one half hours of 
study material designed to familiarize the officer with those 
provisions of the Geneva Conventions concerning the treat
ment of enemy POWs, the rights of POWs, the treatment of 
the wounded, sick and of civilians, the protection afforded 
by the Red Cross symbol, and what constitutes grave 
breaches of the Conventions;

f. at the Canadian Forces Staff School, students are provided 
with a one hour film and lecture presentation followed by 
one half day of syndicate discussions of situation narratives 
designed to present problems in the application of the 
Geneva Conventions. The aim is to provide the student with 
an understanding of the broad general principles of the law 
of armed conflict as embodied in the Geneva Conventions of 
1949. The presentation is conducted by a military lawyer;

g. at the Canadian Forces Staff College, students in the 
Major, Lieutenant-Colonel rank level are provided with a 
two hour lecture presentation on the broad general prin
ciples of the law of armed conflict. The presentation is 
conducted by one or two military lawyers, and is preceeded 
by prescribed reading assignments;

h. at the National Defence College, senior Canadian military 
officers and senior officers from other Government depart
ments are involved in discussions on a wide range of sub
jects relating to the law of armed conflict at various times 
throughout the course. However, neither the law of armed 
conflicts, nor humanitarian law as such is taught as a 
subject; and

j. at the Canadian Forces Medical Services School, a two hour 
presentation is made by a military lawyer to each Field 
Medical Officers' Course. The presentation includes the 
showing of a film entitled "The Geneva Conventions and the 
Medic" and a lecture designed to acquaint the medical 
officer with his special status, duties and obligations under 
the Geneva Conventions.
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6. A more recent development in the dissemination process is the 
establishment in 1979 of the Directorate of Law/Training within 
the Office of the Judge Advocate General of the Canadian 
Forces. One of the major responsibilities of this Directorate is 
the establishment of a Canadian doctrine respecting international 
law with particular emphasis on the law of armed conflict includ
ing humanitarian law, and, in conjunction with other appropriate 
sections of National Defence Headquarters, the preparation of 
suitable training material including manuals and study material.

7. Under the auspices of this Directorate, a Canadian Manual of
Armed Conflict Law has been completed and is now in its second
draft. The Manual will seek to explain to the members of the
Canadian Forces what principles and rules regulate the conduct 
of armed conflict; what methods for waging the conflict are 
permitted; what their rights and obligations are; what rights and 
duties pertain to the adverse party; what immunities and privi
leges are granted by the law and to whom; in fact, it will pro
vide to the fullest extent possible a clear statement as to the 
rules generally accepted by the countries of the world, as appli
cable in armed conflict, and which are considered by Canada as 
being operative in any armed conflict in which we may find 
ourselves involved.

8. The Manual is also intended to provide guidance for those who 
may be called upon to ensure that the law of armed conflict is, 
in fact, observed. It will explain the law applicable to the 
Canadian Forces to ensure observance and enforcement, and will 
indicate the rights of members of the adverse party as well as 
stipulate their obligations and the manner in which these may be 
enforced, even by their captors. Finally, the Manual will explain 
the rights and obligations affecting ordinary civilians as well as 
neutral States and their subjects during armed conflict.

9. In so far as its field of operation is concerned, the Manual will 
serve a number of different purposes. To the man in the field, 
it will indicate what he may and may not do, what his rights and 
obligations are; to the commander, it will indicate the limits of 
his freedom of action and discretion in mounting or maintaining 
an attack, with such discretion varying in accordance with the 
rank of the commander involved; members of courts martial and 
judge advocates will find in the Manual the principles that 
govern the trials for breaches in which they may be involved; 
persons responsible for instructing members of the Canadian 
Forces in the law of armed conflict should be able to use the 
Manual as their basic guide; while legal advisers appointed to 
individual commanders, in accordance with Article 82 of Protocol 
I, will be able to use it in deciding what advice to tender to the 
commander to whom they are attached.
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10. The Directorate of Law/Training has also commenced an informal 
education program, the object of which is to provide as wide an 
exposure as possible of the subject of the law of armed conflict 
utilizing appropriate publications such as the National Defence 
Headquarters Newsletter and Canadian Forces Base newspapers. 
The programme includes the publication of a series of approxi
mately twenty four articles, in the French and English 
languages, of about 300 to 500 words in length, written in plain 
language, which introduces the subject, and explains its basic 
principles and rules. About one half of the articles have now 
been published at the rate of one article per month.

11. The seventh article of the series contains a set of eleven basic 
rules similar in nature to the so-called "Soldiers Rules". The 
eleven following articles each explains one of those basic rules in 
detail. There is also being produced a set of eleven posters each 
depicting one of the basic rules. The posters are being dis
tributed at the rate of one per month to coincide with the publi
cation of the articles mentioned above.

12. The Canadian Forces continue to send military lawyers and 
General Service Officers to attend various training courses in 
the general subject of humanitarian law, such as the Law of War 
Workshop presented by the US Army JAG School, and the Inter
national Course on Law of War for Officers at the International 
Institute of Humanitarian Law in San Remo.
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CANADIAN RED CROSS

Materials which have been developed since the last International 
Conference held in 1977 in Bucharest (number of these publications 
incorporate Red Cross principles and ideals only, others include 
material on the Geneva Conventions/Protocols) :

a) Dissemination of Red Cross Principles 
and Ideals only :

. First Aid Handbook
(14th Edition 1979 reprint)

. Fun and Fitness Handbook

Copies printed

130'000

41'000

Dissemination of Principles and Conventions :

. Meet the Red Cross - Teachers' Guide 18'000
- Students' Handbook 420'000

. When Disaster Strikes
(CRCS International publication) 10'000

. Welcome (Handbook for Volunteers
and Staff) 10'000

. This is Red Cross (Service Magazine, 
re-issued Jan. 1981) 10'000

A. Dissemination Among Young People

Comments :

Ongoing elementary/high school teacher training workshops being 
held accross Canada where Geneva Conventions, Red Cross 
Principles and the Role of ICRC is taught and discussed.

Dissemination in the Universities

Comments :

a) Poster and course outline relating to the joint ICRC/ Polish 
Red Cross course on international humanitarian law, August 
18 - 28, Warsaw, have been distributed to ten Canadian 
universities.

b) At this time the Department of International Affairs is 
collaborating on an ongoing basis with a retired senior 
Canadian External Affairs officer who is working on the 
publication of a paper on the application of the Geneva 
Conventions during World War II.
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c) In November of 1980 a senior staff member of the Society 
presented a three hour seminar on the role of the ICRC and 
the implementation of the Geneva Conventions at the School 
of International Studies, University of Toronto. The seminar 
was attended by a number of professors and graduate 
students of political science, history, international re
lations, political economics, from various universities in 
Ontario.

C. Dissemination Among Members of the Armed Forces

Comments :

a) The Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) have made available to 
CRCS audio-visual training aids for the briefing of medical 
and other personnel going overseas. There is ongoing 
cooperation between CAF and the CRCS.

D. Dissemination Among Members of the National Society

Comments :

a) Incoming senior National Red Cross volunteers are provided 
with an extensive orientation package which includes back
ground materials relating to the Conventions, Principles and 
the Role of ICRC.

b) Inhouse orientation programmes are conducted on an on
going basis for new National Red Cross staff members. The 
Principles and Conventions are discussed during these 
sessions.

c) Orientation guidelines (including the History of Red Cross, 
Geneva Conventions, Principles, etc.) have been dissemi
nated to all ten Divisions.

d) All ICRC material relating to the Geneva Conventions and 
their application is regularly shared with all ten Divisions.

E. Other Activities

Comments ;

a) During the past two years, extensive three day briefing 
sessions for medical and other personnel going overseas 
have been held every three months. The teaching of the 
Geneva Conventions/Protocols and their application consti
tute a major part of these briefing sessions.

b) During the Summer of 1980 a second-year law student 
assisted the Society in researching and drawing up back
ground information on :
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(i) the legal basis for the CRCS to disseminate inter
national humanitarian law in Canada;

(ii) identifying target groups in Canada to whom the 
Conventions should be taught;

(¡ii) relating the various articles of the Conventions/ 
Protocols to the specific target groups;

(iv) preparing suggested teaching materials and back
ground information for the specific target groups;

(v) recommending future CRCS activities in the Field of 
Dissemination of international humanitarian law;

(vi) preparing, in collaboration with ICRC, a booklet "For 
the Sake of Humanity".
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CHILE

The Government of the Republic of Chile, inspired by the principles of 
Christian Humanity, has as a fundamental aim of its action the greatest 
possible social welfare, equality befor the law and economic development 
for the benefit of the Chilean people. These objectives will be achieved 
only by the pooling of ethical and moral values capable of providing spi
ritual enrichment and based on a genuine use of the human and social 
potentials of our people.

Consequently, the Government of Chile is sure that the values which guide 
its choice of objectives are intimately linked with the fundamental principles 
of the Red Cross, primarily those related to its humanitarian character, 
such as the principles of impartiality, neutrality, independence, unity, 
universality and its voluntary service which is recruited to promote the 
great ideals which inspire the institution, relating to protection of life and 
health and to fundamental respect for the human being.

To give effect to, and to teach, these noble principles, the Chilean Gover
nment undertakes tasks and activities through the Ministries of Defence 
and Education, and through the Chilean Red Cross, to promote interna
tional humanitarian law in our country.

On of the activities of the Ministry of Defence - which is responsible for 
armed forces and for forces of order (Carabineros de Chile) - is the 
dissemination of international humanitarian law in accordance with the 
Geneva Conventions which were ratified on 12 October 1950. In such 
instruction, given in the academies and colleges of the armed forces to 
officers and other ranks, including the conscripts called up each year 
under the law on military service which has been in force for more than 
thirty years, importance is attached to the teaching of humanitarian prin
ciples .

For such teaching, the armed forces and forces of order call upon jurists 
and specialists and also on highly qualified medical personnel.

In addition they periodically publish articles on international humanitarian 
law in their respective reviews.

The Ministry of Education, for its part, has as its central objective the 
education and training of man, both spiritually and intellectually. This is 
noticeable in its study programmes and therefore in extra-mural activities 
like those related to the Chilean Red Cross.

Consequently, it has carried out activities to inculcate the concept of 
peace and human rights into pupils by :
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1. Creating in primary and secondary schools Red Cross Youth Brigades 
whose objectives are :

a - To disseminate among pupils the principles which guide the insti
tution, including the principle of humanity through which the 
Red Cross endeavours to prevent and alleviate human suffering 
in all circumstances, and to protect life and health. To ensure 
respect for the human being whatever his social condition, race, 
religion and nationality;

b - To interest schoolchildren in first-aid.

2. Consideration to those extra-curricula activities which teachers develop 
in schools to supervise and advise the Red Cross Youth Brigades 
(art. 4 (6) of decree No. 1194 of 24 October 1978).

3. Inclusion in Chilean education programmes of objectives and content 
related to the promotion of peace and international humanitarian law.

by way of example, we might mention :

a - "Identify and recognize the various functions of basic community 
organizations such as ; Carabineros, Red Cross, etc." 
"Describe the functions and objectives of these institutions" 
(study programme, 4th year primary school).

b - "Identify local, regional and international institutions which are 
concerned for human health : Red Cross, World Health Organiza
tion, etc."
"Organize first-aid and safety brigades in courses and schools" 
(study programme, 4th year primary).

c - "To understand the world of today as a 'single world' which is 
moving towards progressive integration, so that central problems 
must be solved at an international level. " (Social science pro
gramme, 3rd year secondary school).

d - "To understand that war is a threat to man's existence" (Social 
science programme, 3rd year secondary school).

e - "To understand peace as a value which should permit the full 
development of men and nations". (Social science programme, 3rd 
year secondary school).

f - "To understand that genuine peace is not only the absence of 
military conflicts and that it is identified with the idea of human 
fulfilment." (Social science programme, 3rd year secondary 
school ).
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4. To mark the hundredth anniversary of the signature by Chile on 15 
November ■ 1879 of the 1st Geneva Convention intended to "ameliorate 
the condition of the wounded and sick of armed forces in the field", 
the Ministry of Education programmed the following activities for 
1979 :

to promote the operation of Red Cross Youth Brigades and the 
dissemination, among pupils, of international humanitarian law as 
laid down in the Geneva Conventions.

Monday 14 May 1979 was set aside for a civic action in all 
schools, stressing the significance of the International Red Cross 
and one of its main postulates, namely international humanitarian 
law.

In support of this very important action for the training of 
Chilean schoolchildren, the document "The Red Cross and In
ternational Humanitarian Law" was distributed nationally.

5. In 1980 the Red Cross Youth Brigades continued their operations 
in primary and secondary schools throughout the country. Their 
growth and strength has increased substantially. The Central 
Committee of the Chilean Red Cross, for its part, appointed one 
of its members to co-ordinate such youth activities.

A literary competition on "International Humanitarian Law" was open 
to pupils throughout the country.
It should be mentioned that this competition was international and that 
the Chilean schoolgirl Ines del Carmen Guerrero Alcarruz, who obtained 
the first national prize, was placed fourth with honours on the inter
national level.

The Chilean Red Cross in disseminating international humanitarian law 
did the following work :

1. Bibliography : special primers for adult and junior members of 
the Red Cross entitled "Origin and organization of the Red 
Cross".

2. Course : all members of the Red Cross are required to take the 
course "Origin and organization of the Red Cross" which is a 
preliminary to the study of any special function in the Chilean 
Red Cross.

Lectures must be attended by persons who apply for member
ship. Talks in colleges and schools as a means of encouraging 
young people to join the Junior Rec Cross.

3. Specialist members : At present our National Society has 98 
supervisors and 89 specialized instructors in this subject, from 
Arica to Punta Arenas.
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4. Directing of Public relations and information : according to
article 109 (e) of the Red Cross rules, whoever assumes this 
function must have the diploma of instructor or supervisor in the 
original and organization of the Red Cross.

5. Contact with other organizations : the Chilean Red Cross has 
contacted the faculties of law of the Universidad de Chile, the 
Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile and the Universidad 
Católica de Valparaiso, with a view to encouraging the teaching 
of international humanitarian law.

6. Information : the Chilean Red Cross continually provides instruc
tive information to the media and, on request, to the Ministry of 
Education and to the Director General of the Armed Forces 
Medical Service.

It also distributes to government authorities, the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of National Defence, and to the 
media the bulletins sent periodically by the International Com
mittee of the Red Cross.
During "National Red Cross Week" (second week of May) it 
undertakes nation-wide dissemination through the press, radio 
and television, which it supplements with talks in organizations 
established in the national territory.

7. Chilean Red Cross review : it periodically publishes in its offi
cial organ, Revista Cruz Roja Chilena, articles on international 
humanitarian law. These articles have been reproduced for 
various specialized reviews.
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CHILEAN RED CROSS

1. The Chilean Red Cross has continued its programmes for the 
dissemination of international humanitarian law in the 
following ways :

a) Drawing up of up-to-date primers on "Origin and Organi
zation of the Red Cross" for instructors and supervisors 
in that subject. These summaries are in two parts :
i) The International Red Cross and international 

humanitarian law; and
ii) The Chilean Red Cross.
So far 89 instructors and 9 8 supervisors have been 
appointed.

b) The personnel mentioned above gives courses on the subject 
to all members of the institution and to all persons apply
ing to join, whatever may be the speciality they wish to 
undertake.

c) Talks are given in colleges and schools to encourage 
youngsters to join the Junior Red Cross.

d) The Chilean Red Cross has contacted the Deans of the law 
faculties of the Universities of Chile, Catolica de Chile 
and Catolica de Valparaiso, to encourage the teaching of 
international humanitarian law.

e) The Red Cross sends the government authorities, the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Defence and the media, 
the bulletins periodically sent by the ICRC.

f) The Red Cross, with the patronage of the Ministry of 
Education, organized throughout the country the competi
tion prepared by the ICRC and the League on international 
humanitarian law for secondary school children, and awar
ded prizes to the three best entries, one of which earned 
praise from the joint commission of the ICRC and the 
League.

2. The Chilean Red Cross has programmed, probably for the period 
from 2 8 September to 1st October 19 81, a national seminar on 
dissemination of international humanitarian law. This will be 
at three levels :
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a) At the level of the Ministry of National Defence, Corps
of Carabineros, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Universities.

b) At the level of specialized journalists, duly qualified 
and selected by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the 
Chilean Red Cross.

c) At the level of Red Cross members specialized in the origin 
and organization of the Red Cross.

This seminar will be specially sponsored by the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs.
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CHINESE RED CROSS

During the last two years, the Chinese Government and 
the Chinese Red Cross have attached considerable impor
tance to the dissemination of knowledge of international 
humanitarian law. The Geneva Conventions, the Red Cross, 
and its founder Henry Dunant, have all been the subject 
of articles in our country's newspapers and in the jour
nal "Chinese Red Cross".

Our country pays special attention to the dissemination 
of knowledge of international humanitarian law among 
members of the armed forces. The policy of the People's 
Liberation Army of China has always been to treat pris
oners of war humanely and to protect civilians. Officers 
and other ranks in our armed forces are constantly in
structed to grant humane treatment to combatants and 
officers of enemy forces and not to kill or wound them, 
to respect them, as human persons, and also their cus
toms, usages and religious beliefs, and to refrain from 
seizing their personal belongings, provided they lay down 
their arms and no longer perform hostile acts. As regards 
the civilian population, our officers and other ranks 
have orders to protect them as best as possible and not 
to cause them any harm. Such are the traditional prac
tises of the People's Liberation Army of China, which at 
the same time are laid down in the rules for all its of
ficers and soldiers.

At the present moment, our Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
is engaged in examining, with the Departments concerned, 
the two additional Protocols to the four Geneva Conven
tions, adopted in 1977. The results of that study will 
be submitted for deliberation by the Standing Committee 
of our National People's Congress.
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In China, international humanitarian law is taught in 
the faculties of law and other analogous faculties in 
the twenty-two establishments of higher education.

With the resumption, in 1978, of its activities in all 
parts of the country and with the extension of its work, 
the Chinese Red Cross has been actively disseminating 
knowledge of international humanitarian law and of the 
Red Cross principles. The local branches give instruc
tion to their members on the Red Cross, on its history 
and development and on the spirit of the Geneva 
Conventions . Some branches have published and distrib
uted a large number of information booklets on these 
subjects .

Basic knowledge concerning the Red Cross, such as the 
humanitarian principles and the history of the Red 
Cross movement, is imparted to the junior members of 
the Red Cross. It has become common practice among 
those junior members to take pleasure in helping others. 
With the aim of spreading the spirit of the four Geneva 
Conventions and knowledge of the Red Cross among the 
junior Red Cross members, we intend this year, thanks 
to the financial aid of the International Committee of 
the Red Cross, to publish an illustrated booklet, enti
tled "The Red Cross and China". One hundred thousand 
copies of the booklet will printed, some of which will 
be distributed also to other bodies and associations.
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COLOMBIAN RED CROSS

Concerning dissemination of the Geneva Conventions and the 
principles of the Red Cross, the Society has gone ahead with an 
ambitious plan which started with the organization of the First 
I nter-American Seminar on the Dissemination of international 
Humanitarian Law at Villa de Leyva from 5 to 15 March 1979. This 
seminar put forward important recommendations, in compliance with 
which the following activities were carried out :

1. National seminar on the dissemination of IHL, in the city of 
Pasto.

2. Organization at the Bogota headquarters of a library on the 
Red Cross.

3. Publication of a primer on the Red Cross, which is one of the 
texts for the preparation of voluntary Red Cross workers.

4. Approval by the Executive Committe of the Plan for the 
Dissemination of IHL and the Fundamental Principles. The 
plan includes dissemination among the general public, Red 
Cross staff, schools, colleges, universities and the armed 
forces. For convenience, the country has been divided into 
six regions in which dissemination seminars are programmed. 
So far, four of these regional seminars have been held, at 
Cartagena, Melgar, Buga and Bucaramanga.
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COSTA RICA RED CROSS

PROGRAMME FOR DISSEMINATION OF HUMANITARIAN LAW AND
RED CROSS PRINCIPLES

INTRODUCTION

The humanitarian spirit of the Red Cross goes far back in history. 
Its philosophy, or rather its ideology, is not peculiar to any one 
geographic region, era in the history of civilization or religion. 
Humanitarianism in the history of thought has been an aim of the 
great civilizations, and when all is said and done it may be said that 
the principle of humanity is a necessity for mankind.

International humanitarian law, as an initiative peculiar to the Red 
Cross, is not simply a piece of legislation : far from it. That law is 
for mankind : for those who suffer and for those who need 
protection.

Through its humanitarian action the Red Cross has so strengthened 
humanitarian law that States have been impelled to become parties to 
that law, either through the Geneva Conventions or through the Law 
of The Hague.

Henry Dunant, the founder or father of the Red Cross, moved by 
feelings of charity and humanity, set forth in his book, "A Memory of 
Solferino", the idea of providing protection during armed conflicts for 
the wounded, the persons assisting them and the personnel of 
hospitals. The concern which Dunant expressed in his book, which 
made history in his own lifetime, had far-reaching repercussions, for 
it was the origin of an institution which was unusual both in its 
structure and its action, namely, the International Committee of the 
Red Cross.

One of that Committee's aims was to improve, in law and in fact, the 
plight of war victims. In the face of such an attitude, and 
humanitarian law having been put into practice, our National Red 
Cross Society could not remain unmoved by such important initiative. 
Consequently, the National Council, conscious of its obligation to 
disseminate the doctrine and the law promoted by the Red Cross, 
has, with great interest and a sense of responsibility, initiated the 
said programme.

The present project of a Five-Year Plan of Protection aims to initiate 
within a period of five years a process of information, promotion and 
application of international humanitarian law.

For the said plan to be valid and effective, it has to be developed in 
the following areas :

(a) Ministry of Education (nursery, primary and secondary schools 
and institutes of higher education).
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(b) Government institutions (Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Religion, Ministry of Justice, Ministry of the Interior).

(c) Ministry of Public Security (Guardia Civil, Guardia de Asistencia 
rural, departments for the prevention of crime).

(d) Private voluntary service agencies and organizations and 
foundations whose aims require that they be aware of the 
programme.

(e) Dissemination in the community (public in general).

>

(a) MINISTRY OF EDUCATION

It is intended to present, with the use of various teaching 
techniques, a clear and systematic picture of the conceptual and 
legal principles of the Red Cross in a progressive manner from 
nursery school to university, applying in a logical manner 
programmes tailored to each educational level.

(b) GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS

As part of the effort to disseminate principles and law, basic 
instruction must be given to officials of various government 
ministries which, because of their duties and functions, are 
concerned in one way or another or have to deal with persons 
protected by Red Cross legislative action.

Such teaching aims to convey the necessary basic knowledge of 
conventions, treaties and resolutions promoted by the Red 
Cross, so that such officials may have a clear picture of the 
concrete field of protection.

(c) MINISTRY OF PUBLIC SECURITY

Whilst it is true that our country does not have a military force 
which is repressive in character or organized as an army, this 
being prohibited by our Constitution, this is not a reason for 
our police or security forces to be ignorant of the fundamental 
aspects of international humanitarian law. Quite the reverse : 
dissemination, and knowledge on the part of organizations and 
officials entrusted with order and with the safety of the citizen 
are made necessary by our tradition of hospitality and human 
kindness.

(d) VOLUNTARY SERVICE AGENCIES

Voluntary service agency means any organization which serves 
the community in programmes for social development, youth, 
promotion, etc., including the Costa Rica Red Cross. It is 
therefore very important that our National Red Cross Society 
should disseminate to all such organizations a basic programme of 
general protection activities so that such organizations may 
co-operate in the envisaged work of dissemination.
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(e) DISSEMINATION IN THE COMMUNITY

The Protection Programme must necessarily cover, also within the 
dissemination process, all citizens, in compliance with the 
resolutions of the seminars on the dissemination of international 
humanitarian law held in Colombia and Mexico, and the setting 
up of an office for the co-ordination of protection programmes 
with the basic object of implementing and putting into practice 
the five-year plan in the field of protection.

For the said programme of dissemination in the community to be 
successful, use must be made of both the mass media and 
suitable advertising systems.

METHODS

For implementation of the protection programme, in addition to 
the setting up of a co-ordinating office, it is important to make 
use of social communication media, radio, press and television, 
by means of a carefully devised publicity programme, which 
shows the need to set up, at the same time as the co-ordinating 
office, an office for public information and public relations.

As our country has a national State radio and television system 
with a section assigned to the Ministry of Education and the 
Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sport - the Radio of Costa Rica 
University - religious broadcasts of a cultural nature make 
publicity campaigns possible at a cost which is not excessive. 
Appropriate publicity is perhaps the most important asset for a 
protection programme on a national scale.

Moreover, within the methodology of the programme, it is 
necessary that the Multisectoral Commission should carefully 
programme the specific content for each sector of the population 
to which it is intended to convey knowledge of the principles 
and law of the Red Cross.

INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTATION

The General Commission on Principles and Law prepared, one 
year ago, a project for the setting up of an information and 
documentation centre in the nature of a reference library, in 
order to promote research by interested persons in the general 
activities of the Red Cross. The nature and purpose of the 
project would differ radically from the functions of a public 
information and relations office.

For the success of the protection programme, it becomes urgent 
that implementation of the project be authorized so that both the 
personnel of the institution and other persons or organizations 
included in the five-year plan may have at their disposal a 
centre of information on the said subject. The information and 
documentation library, the programme co-ordinating office and 
the multisectoral commission must form a single unit, for the sole 
purpose of providing a uniformity which unifies at all its ends 
the five-year protection plan.
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NATURE OF THE PROJECT :

The institution situation of the Republic of Costa Rica and 
its traditional welcome of any initiative for the promotion of 
human rights and the improvement of man's welfare in 
general facilitate this project.

In a world where hate, war and political, racial and 
economic strife, etc. prevail, our National Red Cross 
Society must promote the dissemination of humanitarian law 
and of Red Cross principles and our five-year development 
plan.

The present project will have an office for the co-ordination 
of the programmes of principles and law which will serve 
also as an information and documentation centre.

2. PROJECT OBJECTIVES :

The general objective is to disseminate knowledge of inter
national humanitarian law and to integrate the dissemination 
of Red Cross principles and ideals in all its activities.

The specific objectives are :

(a) to develop the "Red Cross Action Programme for the 
dissemination of international humanitarian law and of 
the Principles and Ideals of the Red Cross", for this 
may be considered as the "vanguard of the defence of 
human rights";

(b) to hold seminars, round tables, conferences,
colloquiums, courses, etc., with notables from
education circles and intellectuals from the Court of 
Human Rights and University of Peace, with head
quarters in Costa Rica, and from the National 
University Latin-American Institute for Human Rights 
at Heredia, Costa Rica;

(c) the Red Cross intends to contribute to the development 
and respect of human values in the cause of peace.

3. AIMS OF THE PROJECT :

(a) To establish a working group to form a national multi
sectoral committee for the study and dissemination of 
international law and fundamental Red Cross 
principles, consistent with the conclusions of the First 
I nter-American Seminar (Bogota, March 1970). To 
ensure that this group comprises intellectuals, men of 
the liberal arts, knowledgeable and intelligent, with a 
common concern to promote human rights.
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(b) To provide excellent dissemination within the Red 
Cross and other institutions and interested groups.

(c) The Red Cross may recommend that the most suitable 
means be sought to overcome obstacles to human 
welfare and to further ideas of peace and humanity.

4. LOCATION OF THE PROJECT :

The project is national in extent and aims. Logically it is a 
structured system which will progressively cover the 
various sectors in which it is intended to disseminate the 
project, as explained in the introduction.

5. HUMAN RESOURCES :

As stated in the introduction, a multisectoral commission 
should be set up to carry out the present project and 
establish suitable methods to animate each of the sectors in 
which it is intended to develop the project.

At present the project has a General Co-ordinator and a 
Sub-Co-ordinator, both of whom are voluntary workers who 
have received basic training for the proper discharge of 
their functions.

Concomitantly with the multisectoral commission, training in 
a special course will be given to not more than fifteen 
"project promoters". For that purpose a curriculum will be 
drawn up in accordance with the requirements of the 
commission and the Co-ordinator.

The "project promoters" will be recruited if possible from 
the staff of the National Society, they being familiar with 
the project.

6. TRAINING FOR THE PROJECT :

For the proper training of the "project promoters" who will 
put the project into effect jointly with the General 
Commission and the multisectoral commission, we have 
devised a model course which we consider all the "project 
promoters" should attend.

7. MATERIAL RESOURCES FOR THE PROJECT :

Our National Society is interested in hiring suitable 
premises so that, with considerable flexibility but without 
departing from statutory provisions and from our five-year 
development programme, a project dissemination centre may 
operate and at the same time have a room for use as a 
study and library. The premises would be the permanent 
headquarters for the programme under the direct 
supervision of the National Society and with the advice 
which as far as possible could be offered us by the 
Inter-American Regional Office of the League of Red Cross 
Societies.
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8. BUDGET :

In order to carry out the present project without delay, the 
National Society will give an initial contribution of 5'000 
dollars towards the co-ordination of the said programme.

In addition to the suitable premises for the programme, the 
basic necessities in the project budget are : a full-time paid 
employee, a suitable office, a transport unit, travel 
expenses, fuel and equipment, as well as all the teaching 
and bibliographic material necessary to start the project.

9. FINANCING THE PROJECT :

League of Red Cross Societies, for which we shall make the 
relevant formal application, and with contributed teaching 
and bibliographic material from the International Committee 
of the Red Cross and the Henry-Dunant Institute.

The initial step to 
financed by an
Institution's budget.

get the project under way will be 
extraordinary allocation from the

Continuation, after 
development will be

the start, and implementation and 
carried out with the support of the

We consider the foregoing porposal for financing as the only 
one practicable for the successful implementation of the 
general project.
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CUBA

In Cuba, knowledge of international humanitarian law is systematically 
disseminated in special courses given by the Cuban Red Cross Society 
through the mass media. The subject is included in training courses 
for children and youths. The Institute de Servicio exterior de Cuba, 
which is of university standard, gave a post-graduate course on 
international humanitarian law between April and July. It was at
tended by several officials of the Cuban Red Cross, by soldiers and 
by university graduates interested in the subject.
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CUBAN RED CROSS

The Cuban Red Cross has been disseminating the principles of inter

national humanitarian law since 1978 by means of systematic programmes 

for boys and girls in school.

Activities for the dissemination of international humanitarian law are 

included also in training programmes for adults. As part of the effort 

to disseminate international humanitarian law, Red Cross officials take 

part in post-graduate courses organized by the "Instituto superior de 

Relaciones exteriores".
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CYPRUS

The steps taken, by the Government of the Republic of Cyprus 
regarding the dissemination of the Geneva Conventions fall under 
the following headings :

1. On 1.6.1979 the Cyprus Government ratified the 1977 
Protocol I additional to the Geneva Conventions of
12 August 1949 and is keeping under active considera
tion Protocol II.

2. The booklet entitled "The Geneva Conventions of 1949", 
giving a resume of each of the four Geneva Conventions, 
which was prepared and printed at the expense of the 
Government, continued to be distributed to the units of 
the Cyprus Defence Forces through the Ministry of 
Interior and Defence, which is the Ministry under whose 
competence they fall. The Defence Forces consist mainly 
of army units, but include also small naval and air 
force units. Instruction on the Geneva Conventions 
continued to be included in various training programmes ■ 
for officers and recruits.

3. The training programme of the Cyprus Police Force continued 
to include instruction regarding the Geneva Conventions.

4. The Civil Defence Authorities continued to include in 
their training programme instruction regarding the Geneva 
Conventions.

5. The Ministry of Health continued to include in their 
programmes for nurses and for medical and para-medical 
staff instruction regarding the Geneva Conventions.

6. The Ministry of Education co-operated actively with the 
Cyprus Red Cross Society in disseminating the principles 
of the Red Cross and the Geneva Conventions and Protocols 
to the schools by distributing literature and arranging 
special courses of instruction, talks and discussions on 
these subjects.

7. Generally, the Government Services co-operated very 
willingly and positively with the Cyprus Red Cross Society 
in all matters connected with the dissemination of the 
principles of the Red Cross and the Geneva Conventions and 
Protocols.
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CYPRUS RED CROSS

The Cyprus Red Cross Society attaches particular importance to 
the dissemination of the principles of the Red Cross and of the 
Geneva Conventions. This is achieved by means of lectures and 
talks, press conferences and articles, the distribution of lite
rature, appearances on television and radio, films and the 
organization of special functions.

More particularly, the following steps were undertaken :

a) The Cyprus Red Cross Society prepared :
i) a booklet based on the ICRC publications "The Red 

Cross and my Country", appropriately adapted to 
suit local conditions, for distribution to all new 
students who enter primary and secondary schools;

ii) a booklet based on the ICRC publication "The Soldier's 
Manual", for distribution to the units of the Cyprus 
Defence Forces, Police and Civil Defence through the 
Ministry of Interior and Defence;

iii) a booklet explaining the main provisions of the Geneva 
Conventions and Protocols has been prepared and is used 
as part of the programme of instruction of members of 
the Army and the Police Force and Civil Defence personnel 
and of medical and nursing personnel.

b) Special lectures and talks are given at various functions and 
gatherings of the branches and of the youth section of the 
Red Cross and of members of the public, both by the President 
herself and by other officers, on the Principles and Aims of 
the Red Cross and on the Geneva Conventions and Protocols.

c) Talks on the same subjects are given over the radio and 
television, and suitable films are shown. Suitable articles 
are also published in the press.

d) Special literature has been prepared by the Cyprus Red Cross 
for use by teachers at both primary and secondary schools.
The co-operation of the Education Authorities has been secured 
and is given willingly in this respect.

e) The Red Cross Principles are read out at every officiel 
function of the Red Cross Society and the youth section, and 
posters setting out the Principles are displayed in various 
public places.
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f) The Cyprus Red Cross took an active part in the study of 
the Procotols additional to the Geneva Conventions and 
did all in its power to have them adopted and ratified by the 
Government of the Republic of Cyprus. The Cyprus Government 
has ratified Protocol I.

It should here be mentioned that the work and activities of the 
Cyprus Red Cross Society, particularly over the past years since 
the unhappy events of 1974, including such activities as caring 
for wounded in armed conflicts, treatment and release of prisoners 
of war and civilian detainees, care for refugees and activities 
connected with missing persons, have in themselves provided an 
important and living form of dissemination of the aims and prin
ciples of the Red Cross and of the implementation of the Geneva 
Conventions and Protocols, by translating them into active appli
cation.
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CZECHOSLOVAK RED CROSS

For the direct education, there is a special chapter in the Czech
oslovak Law School Manual on International public law; lectures for 
university students (regularly), participation of university staff on 
Red Cross actions (irregularly); other activities : assistance given to 
students preparing their diploma or theses on the issue; a special 
price of the CSRC is considered to be awarded in the competition of 
the students of the Czechoslovak Law Schools.

The indirect education is realised by offering cooperation (medical 
faculties and CSRC) through special seminaries or optional lessons for 
advanced students of international law. The medical branch - social 
medicine and organisation of public health - gives an excellent occasion 
for dissemination in the sphere of Red Cross activities and of inter
national humanitarian law.

Our health and social education for voluntary health and social 
workers, including students of the University, and seminars for func
tionaries, include - as usual - lectures on the Geneva Conventions. 
The principles are published in Czechoslovak periodicals. For the 
elementary education, there is a practical manual of the CSRC ("ABC 
of international humanitarian law").

According to the aims of the International Red Cross to encourage 
humanity and international understanding, the Red Cross develops 
efforts for a realistic approach to the maintenance of peace in the 
world.

It also works to this end among the population and especially among 
young people. The young members of the Red Cross are sent to 
various international meetings organised by other Junior Red Cross 
Societies or by our Society.

The Czechoslovak Red Cross takes part in the education of youth and 
other people as well, in the spirit of positive, humane and social value 
to oppose war and any form of oppression, to encourage understanding 
among all people without distinction of race or nation.

The conception of the CSRC education consists in preceding not only 
the war's consequences, but the war's reasons, too.
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DENMARK

1. Armed Forces

The four Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 are reproduced 
in a Danish translation in the publication "Statutes and Regu
lations for the Defence Forces," vol. 13, entitled "International 
Conventions, etc., on Warfare." This publication has been dis
tributed to all defence units and authorities. The basic pro
visions and principles of the Conventions are included in the 
manuals given to every person called up for military service.

2. Civil Defence

Information about the Geneva Conventions is provided under 
educational programmes for enlisted personnel and for officers and 
non-commissioned officers.

The manuals for enlisted personnel contain chapters on "the Laws 
of War," with sections on "Humanitarian Rules," "the Protection of 
Civil Defence" and "the Geneva Conventions," "the Convention on 
Civilians" and "Extension of Humanitarian Law."

"Civilforsvarsbladet," the official bulletin of the Civil Defence 
Association, which is distributed to civil defence volunteers, 
central and local government authorities and a number of enter
prises, has since 1977 carried at least one annual article on the 
Geneva Conventions.

A booklet which reviews and comments on the civil defence rules 
of the Additional Protocols to the Geneva Conventions, "Civil 
Defence in International Law," was published in 1977 in Danish 
and English. It has been distributed to civil defence authorities 
and to authorities and individuals - in Denmark and abroad - who 
cooperate with the civil defence authorities.

The aforementioned publications are available at practically all 
public libraries.

3. National Health Service

The booklet on the duties and rights of medical personnel was 
reproduced in "Notices from the National Health Service" in 1955 
and reprints are distributed to all medical graduates.

4. Elementary and Secondary Schools

The precise contents of the subjects on the curriculas of elemen
tary schools are determined by local authorities, and the central 
guidelines for secondary schools are of a very general nature and 
do not include specific points such as the Geneva Conventions.
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It is therefore difficult to say exactly to what extent knowledge 
about the Geneva Conventions is disseminated to school children. 
An indication is, however, found in the fact that the Danish Red 
Cross monthly receives from schools requests for between 2,000 
and 4,000 teaching kits and booklets. In 1980 educational 
material was distributed to 186 elementary schools, 37 secondary 
schools and teachers' colleges and to 221 folk high schools and 
similar institutions. Red Cross material is available at all centres 
for educational material. Red Cross films, dias and video-tapes 
are used extensively by schools, and Red Cross advisers have 
given a number of lectures in educational establishments.

5. The General Public

Dissemination of the Geneva Conventions and other Red Cross 
subjects to the general public is primarily undertaken by the 
Danish Red Cross to whose report reference is made.
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DANISH RED CROSS

The basis for the Danish Red Cross for making an effort in connection 
with the dissemination of humanitarian law is i.a. the Statutes of the 
Danish Red Cross wich stipulates:

"The Danish Red Cross is bound to contribute to the 
dissemination of the Geneva Conventions and the Red Cross 
Principles, and to spread knowledge of the International Red 
Cross Organization."

Furthermore, it appears from the Programme of Action, which was 
adopted in 1976 by the highest authority of the Danish Red Cross, the 
General Assembly, that :

"...the Danish Red Cross takes a share in the efforts to amplify 
and bring up to date the Geneva Conventions, and that the 
educational work of the Danish Red Cross regarding ¡.a. the 
Geneva Conventions is going to be extended through an increased 
effort in cooperation with schools, organizations and societies".

As it appears, dissemination is an obligation to the information service 
of the Danish Red Cross, and a number of initiatives in this field has 
also been taken. The most important initiatives are mentioned in the 
following.

Information via the press

The fundamental principles of the Geneva Conventions form part of the 
press coverage, which is carried through in connection with the activi
ties of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) during 
war and conflict. This is done if only for the reason that the 
regulations of the Conventions are so decisive for the activities of the 
ICRC, and because the understanding of the work of the ICRC and 
the principles of function only can be realized, when the regulations of 
the Conventions are known.

This press coverage has comprised daily papers as well as local papers 
and trade papers, and dispatch of articles together with assistance to 
journalists who have expressed the wish to cover an I CRC-operation. 
The assistance to journalists is rendered in close cooperation with the 
Information Department of the ICRC.

In 1979 the Danish Red Cross has arranged a Seminar at the Henry- 
Dunant Institute in Geneva for 16 Danish journalists. The principal 
subject of this Seminar was International Humanitarian Law. The Semi
nar was arranged in order to give the participating journalists the 
necessary background knowledge, so that they were able to cover the 
Danish ratification of the Protocols Additional to the Geneva Con
ventions of 1949, which was then expected to take place in the end of 
1979. The Danish Red Cross is still in contact with this group of 
journalists. The Danish Red Cross is planning a similar seminar in 
1982.
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Information to the members of the Danish Red Cross

The members of the Danish Red Cross, the representatives of the local 
branches, the county districts and the central committees are kept 
informed about the Red Cross work through a rather comprising infor
mation - including information about the Conventions and the constant 
attempts to make the humanitarian law more suitable and up-to-date. 
As lectures the subjects have been treated at meetings - ¡.a. at the 
General Assembly.

Information to schools etc...

For a number of years, the Danish Red Cross has provided educational 
material to the Danish schools. The material comprises educational 
booklets and folders, and is delivered in a number of 2,000 to 4,000 a 
month. The main stress is laid on the general work of the Red Cross, 
but all the material contains statements of the Geneva Conventions.

In 1980 the educational material has been delivered to

186 public schools
37 grammar schools, training colleges, etc.

221 continuation schools, high schools, etc.

The subject is copiously mentioned in the following booklets:

"Den internationale Rode Kors Komite"
"Saden arbejder Rode Kors"
"Det international Rode Kors"
"Vigtigste bestemmelser i Genevekonventionerne"
"Henry Dunant - Rode Kors'grundlaegger"
"Den centrale eftersogningstjeneste" .

These booklets were in 1980 delivered in about 23,000 copies. The 
material is available in class sets at all the subdivisions of the national 
centre for educational material. It shall be mentioned that the Danish 
Red Cross does not charge for the material, and that the expenses of 
the organization to the production of the educational booklets amount 
to Danish kroner 200,000 to 250,000.

It shall be mentioned that the Danish Red Cross has a comprising film 
distribution to schools, etc. Red-Cross films have also been placed at 
the disposal of the "Statens Filmcentral" and the "Erhvervenes Film
center", which let out the films according to the rules in force. The 
films used for distribution and letting out are all of recent date and 
count 16 titles, of which most have relation to the Geneva Con
ventions. This does also apply to the "dias-series" and the "video
tapes" which can be borrowed in the Information Department.

As an example of a film production shall be mentioned two films regard
ing the work of the ICRC for the benefit of Kampuchean Refugees in 
Thailand. The films, which have been shot in 1980, treat of i.a. the 
working basis of the ICRC which is formed by the regulations of the 
Geneva Conventions.
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In connection with the information activities towards schools, etc. it 
shall be mentioned that the Danish Red Cross has employed 6 districts 
advisors. The task of the district advisors is ¡.a. to give lectures and 
show films. The humanitarian law forms part of these lectures. Every 
month the Danish Red Cross publishes the magazine "Rode-Kors 
INFORMATION"" which is sent to schools libraries and public libraries. 
With intervals the magazine contains comments on subjects which relate 
to "dissemination".

Information to the population and special groups

Through the publication of the monthly magazine "Rode-Kors-Hjaelp", 
the Danish Red Cross has the possibility of getting constant 
information to a considerable group of people. Actually, the magazine 
is published in about 110,000 copies. The articles in the magazine have 
subjects wich are related to the Geneva Conventions, the international 
humanitarian law, the Tracing Agency, political detainees, etc.

The Danish Red Cross has made special publications on this subject. 
The most important are:

"Folkenes ret" - lecture by Professor Poul Meyer 
"Genevekonventionerne" - lecture by Mr. Ole Stig Andersen 
"Et kursus pa fem lektioner i Genevekonventionerne" by Mr. 
Henry Coursier.

To these can be added 3 issues of the folder "Vigtigste bestemmelser i 
Genevekonventionerne", which ¡.a. have been delivered to the Home 
Guard and .to the Civil Defence.

Furthermore, the Danish Red Cross has procured a considerable 
number of foreign printed matter (most in English) about the Geneva 
Conventions to the Defence, etc. Primarily, it has been the printed 
matter

"Soldier's Manual"
"Geneva Conventions"
"Protocols Additional to the Geneva Conventions" 
"The Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949" 
"Red Cross Principles".

Material of the same nature has been ordered and delivered to 
universities and other colleges.

The library of the Danish Red Cross is open for the public, and has 
lent material to students who have wanted special litterature on the 
international law. The Danish Red Cross has also answered several 
inquiries from persons who have expressed the wish of amplifying their 
knowledge of matters related to international law.

Other activities

The staff of the Danish Red Cross has participated in a number of 
arrangements with subjects related to the international law. The Danish 
Red Cross has especially had the opportunity to treat the subject at 
arrangements with Amnesty International.
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By employment of a university man for 3 years, who had mainly the 
task of working at wording and dissemination in cooperation with the 
Information Department, the Danish Red Cross has had the necessary 
expertise, partly to liberate a member of the staff for participation in 
a number of international conferences on the subject (especially the 
annual conferences in San Remo for jurists), partly to contribute to 
the conferences which have prepared the Protocols Additional to the 
Geneva Conventions of 1949, adopted in 1977. The member of the staff 
in question has since given lectures and written articles in Danish 
papers.

At Nordic Red Cross level and at international level, the Danish Red 
Cross has participated in several meetings and conferences, which 
have had dissemination and the possibilities of the Red Cross societies 
to promote the "Programme of Action with Respect to Dissemination" of 
the ICRC as main subject. At Nordic level, introductory attempts at 
co-productions of relevant material on the subject after ICRC- 
productions have been carried through.

Conclusion

As it appears, the Danish Red Cross has also in the period I977-8I 
tried to make an effort in the field of dissemination. The activity has 
definitely been greatest towards schools by distribution of considerable 
numbers of educational material, but also great efforts have been made 
towards the population in order to live up to the obligations which are 
imposed on the Danish Red Cross.

The latest development - including the intensifying of the work of the 
ICRC in the field of dissemination through ¡.a issuing of "Programme 
of Action" - has given the Danish Red Cross the occasion to 
reconsider the effort in the field. The Danish Red Cross has just 
taken steps to attach a cooperator to the society at an advisory level 
in order to secure the necessary expertise in connection with 
production of information material concerning this special subject. The 
special advisor in question is a jurist, who is specialized in 
international law. This employment will of course be advantageous to 
the quality of future productions.

It would be desirable to the Danish Red Cross - especially regarding 
the Danish ratification of the Protocols additional to the Geneva 
Conventions of 1949 - if a cooperation with the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs can be established, as the Danish Red Cross is prepared to 
place administrative capacity at the disposal of any dissemination 
drive. The Ministry is aware of the obligations which are included in 
the Geneva Conventions with a view to the dissemination of these, but 
it is the opinion of the Danish Red Cross that the efforts until now 
have been rather sporadic and uncoordinated.

The Danish Red Cross admits that the subject is difficult to popularize 
and may be too "dry" to "sell". However, it is of the opinion that a 
great effort from educationists, jurists, etc - not least AV-specialists - 
may be will give positive results. It only seems to be a question of 
planning and financing.
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EGYPTIAN RED CRESCENT

The ICRC knows that we have published 5'000 books in Arabic on this 

topic, all of which have been distributed on request from our office in 

Cairo. There is heavy demand for these books in the Arab world.
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FIJI RED CROSS SOCIETY

A. Dissemination within the Society's membership :

1. The dissemination of International Humanitarian Law is 
inherent within the National Society's Constitution.

2. An introduction to International Humanitarian Law is 
given to new and existing members at the beginning 
of training courses, eg. introduction for new Branch 
members, new Youth Leaders, or participants in Disaster 
Preparedness & Relief Training.
Examples of implementation/nonimplementation are drawn 
from current international actions as reported in the 
local media.

3. The basic principles of International Humanitarian 
Law are incoporated into the Youth Programme.

4. Visual media (posters/Films) are utilised regularly.
5. Printed summaries are distributed at training courses 

or on request and are freely available. Copies of the 
ICRC publication "Bulletin" are distributed to all 
Branches, providing practical current reports on the 
implementation of International Humanitarian Law.

B. Dissemination to the Public

1. The Society continues in it's efforts to create an 
awareness within those Government Ministries responsible 
with special focus on the need for dissemination to the 
Armed Forces.
Efforts include :
(i) The supply of the "Soldiers Manual" to the

Armed Forces •,
Cii) Loan of ICRC films regarding the Geneva 

Convention to the Armed Forcesj
(iii) General provision of International Humanitarian 

Law information background material, and the 
distribution of printed display material 
(eg. posters).
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2. Dissemination of International Humanitarian Law 
is incorporated into public displays and lectures 
on the work of the Red Cross.

Copies of printed resource material (incl. "Bulletin") 
are distributed on a regular basis to concerned 
Ministries, Public Libraries, Teachers Training 
Colleges, the Library of the University of the
South Pacific.

(i) Films are utilised at lectures on the work 
of the Red Cross and

(ii) distributed gratis throughout Fiji through 
the courtesy of a commercial distributor, 
being utilised as a "short" before commence
ment of a main feature. (This method has proved 
very successful).
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FINLAND

The two additional Protocols to the Geneva Conventions have entered 
into force for Finland on 7 February 1981. However, already two 
years previously, an interministerial working group was organized by 
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland to consider the dissemi
nation of information to the public of the humanitarian laws of warfare 
and especially of the Geneva Conventions and the additional Protocols. 
The working group was composed of representatives of the Ministry of 
the Interior, Ministry of Defence, Ministry of Education, Ministry of 
Social Welfare and Health and the Finnish Red Cross. An independent 
expert on International Law has also taken part in the meetings.

The working group has co-ordinated the work of the Finnish autho
rities and the Red Cross in the dissemination of the relevant infor
mation through administrative channels. The working group has 
received several reports on the plans of the special branches of 
administration to organize efficient distribution of information to 
administrative personnel and to the general public in contact with it. 
The working group took note of the preparedness of the Ministry of 
the Interior to distribute this information through its Civil Defence 
Staff training. This concerns especially the education of the Finnish 
Police Forces and departmental State authorities. The Ministry of 
Defence reported to the working group that it had been preparing 
special material to be distributed to young conscripts as well as 
officers. A new training plan has also been worked out for the 
teaching of the humanitarian law-s of warfare.

The Finnish Red Cross is also preparing special material for the 
teaching of the international humanitarian laws of warfare. A booklet 
for general distribution among those who are to teach this subject has 
been under preparation. The Red Cross has also arranged several 
courses and seminars during which the subject of humanitarian laws 
of warfare has been considered.

The Ministry for Foreign Affairs has published a book which contains 
the Geneva Conventions, the additional Protocols and an extract from 
the Hague Conventions plus a general introduction to the humanitarian 
laws of warfare and a list of the relevant international agreements and 
conventions which are binding on Finland. The book has been inten
ded for general use among the public, civil authorities, teachers, 
students and all those who are interested in the international humani
tarian laws of warfare. The book has been effectively distributed 
through administrative channels and it will further be distributed also 
to private organizations, universities, libraries, etc.

The Working Group for the dissemination of the Geneva Conventions 
and the additional Protocols will continue its work by holding regular 
review-meetings on the furtherance of the knowledge on the rules of 
humanitarian laws in war. It will further co-ordinate the work of the 
different ministries and has been offered secretarial services by the 
Finnish Red Cross for this purpose.
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FINNISH RED CROSS

Finland deposited the ratification documents of the Additional Protocols 
to the Geneva Conventions on 7th August 1980. Consequently they 
came into force for Finland's part six months later, that is to say on 
7th February 1981.

In connection with the ratification of the Additional Protocols a new 
Act, regulating the use of the Red Cross emblem and the distinctive 
sign of the Civil Defense, came into force in Finland on the
1st October 1980. This act, which is very strict, gives the authorities 
and the Finnish Red Cross full powers to control effectively the proper 
use of these internationally protected emblems and signs also in peace 
time.

To coordinate the dissemination of the Geneva Conventions, the Finnish 
Foreigh Ministry has formed an interministerial working group in 
which, in addition to the Foreign Ministry, the Ministry of Interior, 
the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Social Welfare and Health, 
the Ministry of Defence, the General Staff and the Finnish Red Cross 
are represented. The Finnish Red Cross has been given the secretarial 
duties in this working group. It is intended that with time, this 
working group will become an official and permanent body.

The General Staff of the Finnish Defence Forces has had at work its 
own group of experts which has made up an entirely new training plan 
to teach the humanitarian laws of war within the Armed Forces. The 
very detailed plan consists of a progressive training scheme which 
starts with the young conscripts and ends with General Staff officers. 
Particular attention has been paid to teach the rules during practical 
combat exercises. Special training will be given to medical personnel, 
military police and other particular groups. The training will start 
gradually during this year as soon as training material will be available 
and instructor training proceeds. Several Finnish General Staff officers 
and military lawyers have participated in the training courses in San 
Remo, organized by the International Institute of Humanitarian Law.

The Civil Defence authorities are introducing a regular teaching of the 
Geneva Conventions, particularly of the Additional Protocols, in the 
Civil Defence staff training. The National Board of Health has already 
published a special guide book for medical personnel concerning the 
wai—time organization and services of medical care. A large section of 
this book deals with the implementation of Geneva Conventions.

At universities it has appeared difficult to introduce special courses on 
humanitarian law in the very tight syllabuses. However, there is a 
growing interest also among the university teachers as well as students 
for humanitarian law. It is the plan of the Finnish Red Cross to get a 
few teachers at every university where there is a faculty of law or 
political science interested in humanitarian law, so that they can guide 
their students to choose relevant subjects for their seminary papers 
and other studies. Quite a number of pro gradu - dissertations and 
other smaller studies habe already appeared. It is also one of the aims 
of the Finnish Red Cross to provide each of the faculty libraries with 
a small selection of basic Red Cross literature.
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The school authorities have also expressed their interest to get an 
intensified teaching of human rights and humanitarian law started in 
schools. A special working group has been planned to prepare 
proposals in this field. Likewise there are several special groups, like 
medical personnel, policemen, prison personnel and journalists for 
whom special courses are under planning.

Within the Finnish Red Cross itself teaching of Geneva Conventions 
takes place on various courses, particularly on those for voluntary 
first-
aid services and international relief personnel. Within the next few 
years this teaching will be intensified and widened to all Red Cross 
teaching.

The main delaying factor has been the lack of suitable and up-to-date 
teaching material, which is now under preparation by different author
ities, as well as by the Finnish Red Cross. The Foreign Ministry has 
already published the Geneva Conventions as well as a summary of the 
Hague Conventions in form of a book, intended for general use. The 
Finnish Red Cross is preparing an instructor's guide for wide use 
within the Armed Forces, the Red Cross and within other interested 
groups. The General Staff has included general and special provisions 
of the Geneva Conventions in different military handbooks and has 
more material under preparation. As soon as the basic teaching 
material is ready, an intensified and regular dissemination and teaching 
of humanitarian law will in the next coming years start in Finland on a 
broad scale. The interest is great among the Red Cross members, 
within the Armed Forces, within the medical profession, public media 
and many other groups. The great interest for problems of human 
rights and humanitarian law among the young people is particularly 
encouraging.
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FRANCE

The Government of the French Republic has the honour of reporting 
that the following measures have been taken to inform the armed 
forces about the contents of the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 
1949 :

Forces' health service

In 1972, placing the booklet "Geneva Conventions of 12 August 
1949 - summary for military and public use", published by the 
International Committee of the Red Cross at Geneva, in all 
training centres for recruits.

The Conventions are taught in all schools under the authority of 
the military medical service :

Training schools at Bordeaux and Lyon;

Schools of instruction (air, land, sea);

Reserve officer schools of the military medical service at 
Libourne;

National non-commissioned officer school of the land army 
medical service;

Air-force nurses' school;

Medical service instruction centre at Nantes.

Time spent on this activity : 3 hours for drafted men, enlisted 
volunteers and student reserve medical officers, pharmacists and 
dentists. 2 hours for student administrative officers, both 
regular and reserve. 6 jours (of which 2 hours during training 
at specialization school) for regular forces medical service 
students and pharmacists in the regular services.

Questions on the contents of the Geneva Conventions are 
regularly included in service examinations and tests.

All the regular and reserve army officers, non-commissioned 
officers and men of the medical services are thus regularly 
instructed in their rights and duties.

In addition, instructions on the organization and functioning of 
the medical services of forces in the field, published in 1975, 
includes a chapter dealing with the Geneva Conventions.
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National Gendarmery

Two hours are devoted to the study of the Geneva Conventions 
in the instruction centre for auxiliary police, in schools and in 
their units.

The commonly used method is a meeting-discussion, with docu
mentation cards or audio-visual presentation.

Land army

Instruction is given as part of general training for all personnel, 
in the framework of general disciplinary regulations.

Navy

Published in 1972 for enlisted men and revised in 1980, the navy 
manual gives a summary of the Geneva Conventions and empha
sises the necessity of knowing their fundamental principles.

In naval schools, seamen spend two hours and petty officer 
candidates three hours on the study of the Geneva Conventions, 
through lectures or in working groups.

In officers' schools, this instruction is given at conferences on 
maritime law, for variable periods of two to five hours.

Air force

In addition to the document entitled "Military ethics" and the 
military instruction manual for non-commissioned officers, the 
general regulations for air force discipline serve as a basis for 
the dissemination of the Geneva Conventions.

Teaching sessions devoted to this activity in the training centres 
for recruits, in other schools and in the units, last an average 
of one hour.
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FRENCH RED CROSS

A. DISSEMINATION AMONG YOUNG PEOPLE

Primary schools

Direct dissemination in primary schools by means of :

Publications for schoolchildren : strip cartoons on the life 
of Henry Dunant.

Brochures on the Red Cross and its activities, with photos.

Brochures currently being prepared for children under 12 
years of age.

Lectures given in schools during introductory courses on 
first-aid, accident prevention and safety.

Lectures given in various teachers' colleges.

Regular organization of drawing and graphics competitions 
on Red Cross activities and the Red Cross as seen by 
young people. The competitions are conceived in such a way 
that participants have to get in touch with local Red Cross 
Committees and Departmental Councils in order to obtain the 
necessary information. Over 400 classes took part in one of 
these competitions on the occasion of the 150th anniversary 
of Henry Dunant's birth.

Indirect dissemination among teachers, some of whom become 
members of local Red Cross Committees ;

After receiving information on the Red Cross, many 
teachers pass it on to their pupils, who are required to 
make active contributions to such lessons, for example by 
drawing up papers on themes like "Where do you see the 
Red Cross in your city ?"
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Secondary schools

Direct dissemination in secondary schools by means of :

Publications

Various brochures on the Red Cross and international 
humanitarian law, manuals for "school delegates" and group 
work done with the Red Cross Teaching Guide.

Lectures given in schools and students informed on the Red 
Cross and its activities by "school delegates" officially 
entrusted with this task.

Organization of drawing and graphics competitions.

Indirect dissemination ;

Numerous contacts with the Ministry of Education to have 
the teaching of Red Cross principles introduced in schools. 
Official texts provide for the dissemination of information on 
the Red Cross and practical exercises on safety and acci
dent prevention by the Red Cross. The Red Cross some
times also invites secondary schools to let their students 
take part in solidarity campaigns and social activities.

Contacts with teaching staff ; many teachers talk about the 
Red Cross in class, using Red Cross educational material, 
films (ICRC delegates, Pax, etc.) and the tests on Red 
Cross principles drawn up by the Saint Légier Seminar in 
Switzerland.

Junior Red Cross

Dissemination among its members, by means of the file 
issued by the League ("The Red Cross and world 
problems" ).

There are also activities for junior members of the Red 
Cross, such as audio-visual montages on the structures and 
work of the Red Cross.

Dissemination outside the Red Cross movement through ex
hibitions and competitions organized by local Committees. 
International solidarity activities are carried out by classes 
of schoolchildren on the suggestion of members of the 
Junior Red Cross (e.g. making up of first-aid kits for the 
Peruvian and Central African Junior Red Cross Societies).
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B. DISSEMINATION IN UNIVERSITIES

In the 42 French universities having law faculties and sometimes 
also an institute of international studies, humanitarian law has 
not been taught for the past two years, but it is taught in 
courses on public international law as part of the study of 
international organizations.

The French Red Cross maintains direct contacts with the 
Ministry of National Education and with professors concerned 
with humanitarian law. In co-operation with the ICRC it sends 
them relevant documentation.

It also invites them to take part in the specialized courses organ
ized each year by the International Institute for Human Rights in 
Strasburg or in the seminars on humanitarian law jointly organi
zed by the ICRC and the Polish Red Cross.

Specialists in humanitarian law are moreover often invited by 
French universities to deliver lectures to the students. The 
French Red Cross communicated to the ICRC on 16 June 1980 the 
results of the inquiry made in French universities on the teach
ing of humanitarian law. The inquiry describes means recommen
ded by some universities to develop the teaching of humanitarian 
law, such as the creation of grants or prizes to encourage 
students to write papers on international humanitarian law. The 
most judicious solution would be to grant sholarships to groups 
of researchers composed of professors and students.

C. DISSEMINATION AMONG THE ARMED FORCES

The French Red Cross has both direct and indirect means of 
disseminating international law among the French armed forces.

Its central headquarters is in regular contact with the Ministry 
of National Defence and the Army Medical Service. The Regu
lations for general discipline in the armed forces lay down preci
sely, in conformity with the provisions of the Geneva Conven
tions, the behaviour to be adopted by combatants in war-time. A 
programme of instruction on these regulations is organized for all 
ranks and it also comprises a course on the role and humanita
rian principles of the International Red Cross.

Humanitarian law is taught in army staff colleges, army medical 
schools and civil defence training schools.

A number of retired army officers co-operate with the French 
Red Cross by giving lectures on the principles of humanitarian 
law in military schools of the various arms or by seeing that the 
Army staff itself provides for dissemination of the Geneva Con
ventions at the regional level. This task is carried out in the 
various departments by Red Cross delegates who are often 
former soldiers.
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A brochure entitled "Ce qu'il faut savoir des Conventions de 
Genève" ("What you have to know about the Geneva Conven
tions") has been edited by the French Red Cross for those 
responsible for dissemination among the armed forces.

D. DISSEMINATION WITHIN THE NATIONAL SOCIETY

The French Red Cross has many ways of informing its members 
about the principles of international humanitarian law. At the 
national level the Bois-Laris Centre holds training courses every 
year for Presidents of Departmental Councils. One day is de
voted to the organization of the International Red Cross, its 
institutions, the Geneva Conventions and the development of 
international humanitarian law.

At the regional level, humanitarian law is disseminated in various 
ways. For example, courses on the Geneva Conventions or the 
humanitarian principles are held in the 106 government schools 
where every year 10'000 students are given para-medical instruc
tion to become nurses, welfare workers and secretaries, nursery 
aids, assistant nurses, ambulance workers, qualified public 
health nurses, qualified kinesitherapy instructors. The same 
courses are organized in non-governmental para-medical schools, 
where instruction is given on the principles of the International 
Red Cross.

Delegates responsible for the dissemination of international 
humanitarian law

For the past five years a delegate from the Central Headquarters 
and specialized in the dissemination of humanitarian law has been 
appointed to each Departmental Council of the French Red Cross 
to ensure that instruction on humanitarian principles is given at 
all levels in the establishments and services of the French Red 
Cross.

Special seminars on humanitarian law - Training courses

Delegates from some ten Departments at a time receive training 
either at the Central Headquarters or in regional meetings, 
which are also attended by the Presidents of Departmental 
Councils and by professors of public international law.

A number of these delegates are sent to Geneva to take part in 
training courses organized by the ICRC or the Henry Dunant 
Institute.
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Distribution of publications

The documentation used by delegates and teachers in courses on 
the Red Cross is either supplied by the 1CRC or the French Red 
Cross itself. It includes books by Mr. Michel Thévenet : "Histo
rique et Action Internationale de la Croix-Rouge" (History and 
International Action of the Red Cross) and Mr. Maurice Oléon : 
"Manuel du Délégué Scolaire" (School Delegate's Manual), which 
contains almost the same "Teaching Guide" information as the 
"Red Cross Teaching Guide".

All the persons in charge of disseminating international huma
nitarian law are advised to subscribe to the International Review 
of the Red Cross.

E. DISSEMINATION IN MEDICAL CIRCLES

The Ministry of Public Health is not able to take direct action to 
disseminate international humanitarian law in medical circles.

Refresher courses do not exist in France. Further training for 
the medical profession is provided either by the trade unions of 
the medical associations, or by various universities. Some facul
ties of medicine have nevertheless begun to teach their students 
the basic principles of international humanitarian law.

The medical profession is informed of problems that may arise in 
time of armed conflict or of the development of humanitarian law 
by the French Medical Association and related organizations.

Doctor J.-P. Schoenholzer's brochure entitled "Le médecin dans 
les Conventions de Genève" (The Doctor in the Geneva Con
ventions) is distributed in medical circles. One of the consultant 
physicians of the French Red Cross in charge of the teaching of 
humanitarian law has specialized in the application of the Geneva 
Conventions and takes part in seminars organized throughout 
France to disseminate knowledge of international humanitarian 
law.
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FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY

1. General recognition of and compliance with the Geneva 
Conventions

The Government of the Federal Republic of Germany has at all 
times recognized the overriding role devolving on the Geneva 
Conventions of 12 August 1949 in the implementation of the con
cept of humanity and regards them as a milestone in the co
dification of rules of international law which, through the re
nunciation of sovereign rights serving purely nationalistic 
interests, places primary emphasis on the dignity of man and the 
inalienable rights of the human being, regardless of its natio
nality.

Since 3 September 1954, the day on which the Federal Republic 
acceded to the Conventions, the Federal Government has therefore 
given special attention to their application and dissemination.

In pursuing their efforts to familarize the civilian population and 
the members of the armed forces with the aims and substantive 
rules of international humanitarian law, the Governments of the 
Federal Republic of Germany and its constituent States, the 
Laender, maintain close contact with all organizations performing 
humanitarian tasks.

The work performed during the past years was characterized by 
the continued application of proven methods for the dissemination 
of the Conventions, but also by the conception and development 
of new information methods and media tailored to the special needs 
of adult education.

2. Status report and results achieved to date

a) Civilian Population

As in the past, instruction programmes for civilians were 
mainly implemented by private relief organizations, notably 
the German Red Cross (DRK). The special representatives 
appointed by the regional sections of the DRK in order to 
disseminate the Geneva Conventions among the public at 
large have fulfilled their tasks in various ways, e.g. by :

- organizing lectures and instruction programmes,
- selecting and hiring suitable lectures,
- procuring teaching aids,
- serving as points of contact and information,
- giving advice to the DRK sections both orally and in 

writing,
- maintaining contact with the agencies of public admini

stration involved in the dissemination of the Geneva 
Conventions.
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Since 1977, the private relief organizations (DRK, Relief 
Service of the Order of Malta, Accident Rescue Service of 
the Order of St. John, etc.) have trained about 54.000 
assistant nurses who received instruction on the Geneva 
Conventions in the course of both basic and advanced prac
tical training.

The Federal Self-Protection Association (BVS) runs periodical 
basic courses on self-protection during which information on 
the Geneva Conventions is provided, i.e. with the aid of 
slides and visual teaching aids. About 350.000 men and 
women from all walks of life are attending these courses 
every year. The supplementary brochure handed out to 
them also contains important information on the Fourth 
Geneva Convention.

About 2.000 members of the BVS are familiarized every year 
with the provisions of the Geneva Conventions, notably the 
Fourth Convention, in the course of basic and advanced 
instructor training.

During the reporting period, about 95.800 voluntary helpers 
of the Disaster Control Service received instruction on the 
most important rules of the Conventions while attending 
courses at training institutions established by the Disaster 
Control Service at Land and local level. In addition, 13 
special courses covering the subject of the Geneva Con
ventions were held at the central training institute of the 
Disaster Control Service for incumbents of responsible po
sitions .

Information on the Geneva Conventions is also provided in 
the annual courses at the Civil Defence College dealing with 
medical and health services within the framework of overall 
national defence.

Instruction on the Geneva Conventions for the police force of 
the Bundesgrenzschutz (BGS), the BGS medical corps and 
junior members of the stand-by police was continued under 
the well-established procedures used in the past; the same 
applies to the instruction of judges, public prosecutors, and 
judicial aides. Particular efforts have been made to fami
liarize the young generation of jurists with the letter and 
spirit of the Geneva Conventions.

On 4 December 1980, the Permanent Conference of Land 
Ministers for Education and Cultural Affairs issued a "Recom
mendation for the promotion of instruction on human rights 
at schools" which, in the broader context of international law 
as a means of safeguarding the human rights of the indi
vidual, may be conducive to giving students a better insight 
into the rules of the Geneva Conventions and the activities 
of the ICRC.

In regard to the instruction of members of organizations and 
population groups not expressly mentioned in this paper, the 
statements made in the German reports of September 1973 
and May 1977 continue to apply to the full extent.
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b) Armed Forces

Based on the statutory provisions referred to in previous 
reports, which have since remained unchanged, the Bundes
wehr schools and colleges and the competent superior of
ficers in the forces provide instruction on the subject of 
international law, thus ensuring that every serviceman is 
made sufficiently familiar with the most important rules of 
the Geneva Conventions. Seven-day seminars in inter
national law will be established on a regular basis in order 
to give full-fledged lawyers, serving as teachers of law in 
Bundeswehr educational facilities or acting as legal advisers 
to military headquarters, the opportunity of extending their 
knowledge of international law and making legal instruction 
programmes still more effective. In addition, small groups of 
legal advisers and teachers of law were periodically sent to 
San Remo (Italy) to attend 14-day seminars at the Inter
national Institute of Humanitarian Law. It is hoped that 
these measures will substantially improve the quality of legal 
instruction and advice in the armed forces.

Upon the activation of the two Federal Armed Forces Univer
sities, which dates back to the early seventies, one chair for 
Public Law with main emphasis on international law was 
established at each of these universities. Along with their 
scientific training, officers enrolled at these universities are 
attending familiarization courses covering the subject of 
international humanitarian law.

The newly established Leadership Development and Civic 
Education Centre for the Federal Armed Forces serves as a 
central agency dealing with all questions associated with the 
conception and implementation of modern principles of leader
ship and civic education. It is to be expected that this 
centre will exert a significant influence on instruction in 
international law by organizing seminars and providing 
information media suited to the needs of modern adult edu
cation .

Furthermore, civil service candidates in the Federal Armed 
Forces Administration receive instruction in international law, 
which is extended by optional seminars, at the newly esta
blished Federal Armed Forces Administration branch of the 
Federal College of Public Administration.

3. Information media used in the dissemination of the Geneva 
Conventions

a) Media for the instruction of the civilian population

The information media used for instruction at schools and 
colleges, for the work of the special DRK representatives 
charged with the dissemination of the Conventions and for 
the training and advanced training programmes conducted by 
numerous organizations and agencies, are periodically kept 
abreast of the latest stage of developments in international 
law.
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During the reporting period, the Legal Committee of the German Red 
Cross (DRK) issued the following publications in an original or revised 
version :

"Die Genfer Rotkreuz-Abkommen vom 12. August 1949) (Text of 
the Geneva Conventions, 7th, enlarged edition);

"Es begann in Solferino." (A narrative description of the contents 
of the Geneva Conventions)

Manual to the brochure "Es begann in Solferino" for the use of 
teacher of law;

DRK Manual on the Fourth Geneva Convention and the Additional 
Protocols :

Vol 1 : Text of the Geneva Conventions in German,
French, English and Russian;

Vol 3 : "The protection of civilian hospitals and
its personnel;"

Volume 2 (which contains a quadrilingual text of the two 
Additional Protocols), 4, 5 and 6 are in preparation; additional 
volumes will be published at a later date.

The Federal Self-Protection Association (BVS) issued a new 
directive for the conduct of self-protection courses, which took 
effect on 1 January 1980. This directive contains detailed 
information on the basic principles of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention which is supplemented by visual training aids 
(slides).

b) Media for the instruction of the Armed Forces

A large variety of material for the instruction of military 
personnel in international law is already at the disposal of 
military instructors and teachers of law; this material is 
under constant review with a view to improving it still 
further. With the establishment of the Federal Armed Forces 
Leadership Development and Civic Education Centre, the 
efforts aimed at updating the teaching aids available, 
applying modern methods of adult education and ensuring 
uniformity in the interpretation of legal norms, have made 
substantial progress.

The Centre is now preparing brochures which, in con
junction with sets of slides and viewgraphs, will serve as 
audio-visual training aids for use in lectures on international 
law.

For the purpose of instruction in international law in the 
course of basic, extension and NCO training of military 
personnel, a series of four training aids covering the fol
lowing subjects will be made available :
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International Law of War.

Introduction and basic principles;
Belligerents, means and methods of combat;
Protection of the wounded, sick and shipwrecked; rights of 
the prisoners of war;
Protection of the civilian population, protection of cultural 
property, and protection in occupied territories.

The first of these four training aids will be completed and 
distributed to the forces in the course of this year.

Since numerous new international instruments governing the 
law of war have taken effect in recent years, it is 
envisioned to issue a revised version of the service 
regulations on international law which the Federal Ministry of 
Defence published in the series ZDv 15/1 
("Kriegsvolkerrecht") in fulfillment of its obligation to 
distribute the texts of the Third and Fourth Geneva 
Conventions to all military agencies.

Finally, it should be noted that competitions organized by 
the military periodicals "Truppenpraxis" (for officers) and 
"Wehrausbildung in Wort und Bild" (for NCOs) are used as a 
means of encouraging the military to gain a deeper insight 
into the Geneva Conventions.

4. Conclusion

Continuous efforts to inform the members of the armed forces and 
the civilian population will be required in order to make them still 
more aware of the tenets of humanitarian law which have found 
expression in the Geneva Conventions. The constitutional order 
of the Federal Republic of Germany laid down in the Basic Law, 
which acknowledges the dignity of man, guarantees the free 
development of the personality and makes the general rules of 
public international law an integral part of federal law, will be 
conducive to promoting respect of the rules of international 
humanitarian law. However, future developments in this field will 
be largely influenced by the Additional Protocols to the Geneva 
Conventions.
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GERMAN RED CROSS (FRG)

1. Publications

Among the publications of the German Red Cross is the 
seventh edition of M.A. Schlogel*s "The Geneva Con
ventions of August 12, 1949", which has been supplemen
ted, in particular, by a copy of the German translation, 
approved by the Federal Government with those of Switzer
land and Austria, of the two Additional Protocols of 
10 June 1977 (see Introduction, Section IX, further 
development of the 1949 Conventions) .

On the basis of the decision taken by the Board of the 
German Red Cross on 14 December 1978, the Legal Committee 
is gradually drawing up a "Handbook of the German Red 
Cross on the Fourth Geneva Convention and the Additional 
Protocols". The document includes the Fourth Geneva Con
vention in German, French, English and Russian (Volume 1) 
and the Additional Protocols I and II, also in four 
languages (Volume 2). In addition, there are explanations, 
including references to differences in translation, a 
comprehensive index and, in Volume 1, a summary of the 
Fourth Geneva Convention with the three other Conventions 
and the two Additional Protocols.

The individual pamphlets attached to the two Volumes refer 
to provisions dealing with various specific cases which are 
to be found both in the Fourth Geneva Convention and the 
Additional Protocols. There are also relevant case studies 
with solutions, draft papers and an index.

The following have so far appeared:

Volume 1, and
Pamphlet No. 3: "The protection of civilian hospitals and 

their staff"
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Volume 2 is being printed, and the following are in 
preparation:

Pamphlet No. 4
Pamphlet No. 5

Pamphlet No. 6

"Civil defence";
"Protection in the field of public 
administration"
"Senior personnel" (Senior personnel of 
the German Red Cross and of other relief 
organisations and services).

The following are planned:

Pamphlets for doctors and medical services, ministers of 
religion, the judiciary and the official information 
bureau.

Pamphlet No. 11 of the German Red Cross series of publi
cations (legal collection) is being printed. It contains 
the papers and working group reports of the 21st and 22nd 
meetings of lawyers and delegates in charge of disseminating 
the Conventions.

"Green File" for German Red Cross delegates in charge of 
disseminating the Conventions, with guide lines and teaching 
aids, the updating of which is planned with particular refe
rence to the now available German text of the Additional 
Protocols.

Guidelines for the training of middle echelons with a 
section on the Geneva Conventions for teaching 
senior staff of Red Cross communities.

German Red Cross series of publications for the training 
of Red Cross communities:

A loose-leaf file of information material with a section 
on the Geneva Conventions.

Brochures: "Es begann in Solferino" (All started at Solferino"):

A picture-book primarily for schoolchildren and a Teacher's 
Handbook„
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2. Organisation and duties of delegates in charge of 
disseminating the Conventions

(a) The new model rules for the state and regional societies 
issued by the German Red Cross Board provide for the appoint
ment of a state or a regional delegate to disseminate the 
Conventions.

The "Working group of delegates in charge of disseminating 
the Conventions" has already become an integral part of the 
above-mentioned annual meeting (at the 1980 meeting, there 
were about 100 participants from the German Red Cross Socie
ties, of which 60 took part in this group). Current information 
is provided, views and experience are exchanged, especially 
concerning teaching methods, suggestions are made for possible 
improvements to the work and these are then submitted in writing 
to the German Red Cross Secretariat-General in the groups final 
report.

(b) The German Red Cross Secretariat-General promotes the 
annual regional events of the German Red Cross state societies 
for the instruction of:

padd and unpaid collaborators of the various Red Cross 
associations;

nursing auxiliaries;

schoolchildren (especially in general-education schools);

persons working in a wide variety of occupational sectors 
(including the judiciary, public administration and police, 
the medical profession and theologians).

In 1980 a total of about 290 events were held, attended 
by some 6,500 people.

(c) Considering that the Additional Protocols have widened 
the range of educational material for the dissemination of 
knowledge of the Geneva Conventions, the German Red Cross is 
planning to hold, in 1982, a special meeting solely devoted 
to this task, with the attendance of representatives of the 
relevant Federal and State ministries.
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RED CROSS OF THE GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

The German Democratic Republic is fulfilling its commitments with regards 
to the dissemination of knowledge of international humanitarian law, with 
the Red Cross Society as its most suitable assistant. The National Society 
of the German Democratic Republic has gained considerable experience in 
performing this task for more than twenty years, experience which is 
extremely valuable for its increasingly varied and efficient dissemination 
activities.

The members of the Red Cross Society have been familiarized with the 
fundamental principles of the Geneva Conventions, and knowledge of these 
principles has also been spread throughout many sectors of the population 
by means of intensive publication. Instruction in the evolution of inter
national humanitarian law as a result of the 1977 Protocols is at present 
included in the initial and advanced training courses for Red Cross 
members.

Since 1980, the National Society of the German Democratic Republic has 
introduced new, far-reaching measures to keep certain groups of people 
and professional circles informed about the basic and current aspects of 
international humanitarian law. The purpose is not only to ensure that the 
people thus addressed are sufficiently acquainted with their own rights 
and obligations, should they need to be applied, but also to show, by 
explaining the regulations applicable solely in the event of armed conflict, 
how closely these regulations are associated with the propaganda proclaim
ing the indissoluble unity of the will for humanism and for peace.

Dissemination within the Red Cross Society

The fundamental knowledge of the Geneva Conventions which members of 
the Red Cross have been given hitherto is now used as a working basis 
to explain the further development of international humanitarian law, 
which is currently a predominant feature of their initial and advanced 
training.

One Red Cross official in each district of the German Democratic 
Republic, who has shown a particular aptitude, has been familiarized with 
international humanitarian law by special centralized training. These 
officials in turn give qualified training to the instructors in their own 
districts, enabling them to use the appropriate methods to popularize the 
selected subjects effectively. With reference to special material and 
according to a standard programme, they are instructed in the purpose of 
education and training, the essential points of the subjects discussed, the 
methodology to be applied and the publications which can be consulted.

Since 1981 the medical teams of the GDR Red Cross have been taught their 
own rights and obligations based on international humanitarian law.

It should be noted that all members of the organization follow these sub
jects with interest and understanding and take a very active part in the 
courses.
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Dissemination among young people

In classes 4 - 7 of the secondary polytechnical schools, which have ten 
classes in all and where attendance is compulsory for all children, 
voluntary working groups of "Junge Sanitater" (Young First Aid Workers) 
are organized by the "Pionierorganisation Ernst Thalmann" (Pioneer 
Organization) and advised on special subjects by the GDR Red Cross.

In view of the history of the Red Cross, theoretical courses are given 
explaining the principles of the Red Cross, which lead into the principles 
of international humanitarian law; these explanations are specially adapted 
to the age of the children concerned.

In first-aid courses for girls in the 11th class of the 12-class polytech
nical schools, the GDR Red Cross instructors also teach the aforesaid 
subject on the same lines; girls at vocational training schools receive the 
same instruction.

These introductory courses on the Red Cross and international huma
nitarian law make it easier for adolescents to understand everything fully 
when they are subsequently trained as members of the Red Cross or the 
army, or as lawyers, doctors or medical staff, and encounter these same 
subjects at a more advanced level.

Dissemination in universities and medical circles

During the period covered by this Report, the board of the GDR Red 
Cross organized two university conferences destined for Red Cross 
student members and explaining to participants the importance of know
ledge of international humanitarian law, and its particular implications for 
university graduate executives.

The Humboldt University in Berlin, especially its International Law 
Department, and the board of the GDR Red Cross co-operate extremely 
closely in the field of international humanitarian law. They co-operate, for 
instance, in compiling and drafting material for publication, in regularly 
exchanging information and practical experience with regard to contents 
and methodology and the organization of lessons and teaching instruc
tions, and participate together in international conferences.

At the suggestion of the GDR Red Cross, more than 500 senior public 
health executives are familiarized by professors of the International Law 
Department at Humboldt University in Berlin with the problems of inter
national humanitarian law and its development. These courses have been 
given at the Academy of Advanced Medicine since autumn I980. The parti
cipants receive educational material and are requested to give instruction 
in the subject to the doctors and other medical personnel in the medical 
institutions of which they are in charge.

Publications

The following brochures on the basic principles and problems of intei 
national humanitarian law have been published since I977 :
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1. "Grundlagen fur den Gesundheits 1977 70'000 copies
heifer" 1978 70'000 copies
(Basic Knowledge for Health Assist 1979 68'000 copies
ants) 1980 80'000 copies

1981 40'000 copies

2. "Der junge Sanitâter; Teil II" 1977 35'000 copies
(Youth First Aid Manual, Part II) 1978 35'000 copies

1979 20'000 copies
1980 20'000 copies

3. "Die vier Genfer Abkommen" 1977 2'000 copies
(The Four Geneva Conventions)

4. "Ergânzungsprotokolle zu den hitherto 600 copies
Genfer Abkommen - Weiterent- 
wicklung im humanitaren Volker- 
recht"
(The Additional Protocols to the 
Geneva Conventions - Develop
ment in International Humanitarian 
Law) by Prof. Graefrath

5. "Die Genfer Abkommen und ihre Er- 
ganzungsprotokolle"
(The Geneva Conventions and their 
Additional Protocols) by Prof. Mohr

hitherto 48'000 copies

Many articles and commentaries are also published in the GDR Red Cross 
monthly magazine. Advisory material intended primarily for certain sec
tors of civil defence and public health personnel is being prepared at 
present.

The principles of international law and universal democracy at the present 
time, and in particular the prevention of wars of aggression, are the 
underlying basis determining all publications and all instruction. In dis
seminating of international humanitarian law, the GDR Red Cross will 
always be guided by the fact that the prevention of war is the noblest 
and most imperative humanistic demand in our day and age.



92

GREECE

The Permanent Mission of Greece to the United Nations Office in Geneva 
has transmitted the following reply of the Hellenic Red Cross regarding 
the steps taken to disseminate knowledge of the Geneva Conventions :

One of the main aims of the Hellenic Red Cross, amongst its other 
humanitarian functions, is the dissemination of knowledge of the Geneva 
Conventions.

1. Hence, at the beginning of each school year, a booklet is distribu
ted. It contains an analysis of the fundamental principles of the 
Red Cross and the Geneva Conventions, information on the pro
gramme and activities of the League of Red Cross Societies as well 
as the International Committee of the Red Cross.

2. The Hellenic Junior Red Cross publishes a monthly magazine with a 
circulation of more than 200,000 copies a year. It contains special 
articles on the ideals of the Red Cross and the Geneva Conven
tions.

3. In the third form at grammar school, the fundamental principles, 
history, aims and activities of the Red Cross throughout the world 
are taught and the most important provisions of the Geneva Con
ventions are analyzed.

4. Representatives of the Hellenic Junior Red Cross, inspectors and 
staff members concerned with teaching meet periodically to study 
new methods to increase the dissemination of knowledge of the 
principles of the Red Cross amongst the students.

5. Moreover, at the Nursing School of the Hellenic Red Cross, in 
addition to national law, the fundamental principles of the Red 
Cross and the Geneva Conventions are also taught.
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HELLENIC RED CROSS

The Hellenic Red Cross, like its Sister Societies, directs and carries 
out its activities on the basis of the fundamental principles of the Red 
Cross, its main aim at all times being the widest possible dissemination 
of knowledge of the Geneva Conventions. Hence, at the beginning of 
each school year, it sends a booklet to all the schools in the country. 
This booklet contains a complete analysis of the fundamental principles 
and detailed information on the programmes and activities of both the 
League of Red Cross Societies and the International Committee. It 
constitutes an indispensable teaching manual.

In addition, in the monthly school magazine of the Hellenic Youth Red 
Cross, with a circulation of 260,000 copies a year, articles appear on 
the ideals of the Red Cross and the Geneva Conventions. In the school 
book "Civic Education", for third form students of the grammar schools, 
there is a special chapter on the fundamental principles, history, aims 
and benevolent work of the Red Cross all over the world, as well as 
general information on the Geneva Conventions.

Quite often, meetings are organized where representatives of the Junior 
Red Cross, inspectors and staff from the teaching world, meet to exami
ne possibilities for wider dissemination of the principles of the Red 
Cross amongst the students and to set up programmes for Red Cross 
school activities.

We also point out that the three-year study programme for registered 
nurses includes the teaching of professional legislation wherein, Conven
tions are described and analyzed.

Finally, voluntary nurses of the Hellenic Red Cross are offered the 
opportunity to become acquainted with these texts in the course their 
professional training.
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GUINEA BISSAU RED CROSS

Following the recommendations of the Twenty-third Inter
national Red Cross Conference in Bucharest in October 
1977, and in view of the favourable conditions now pre
vailing in our country, the various governmental depart
ments and the Guinea Bissau Red Cross ahve examined prac
tical ways and means of applying and disseminating inter
national humanitarian law.

Under the previous régime, which came to an end on 14 
November 1980, conditions were not at all favourable for 
the dissemination of knowledge of international humani
tarian law. Since that date, however, the present gov
ernment and the Guinea Bissau Red Cross have been doing 
their utmost to disseminate knowledge of international 
humanitarian law throughout the country and see that it 
is put into effect.

Steps are being taken, for instance, to ensure that di
verse projects are considered in the armed forces, the 
security and police forces, the Ministry of Justice and 
the Ministry of Health and Social Affairs as constituting 
an integral part of international humanitarian law.

In the armed forces it has been agreed that regular cour
ses on international humanitarian law will be held in the 
military academies and training centres.

The security and police forces have plans concerning the 
treatment of prisoners which will bring the ideals of in
ternational humanitarian law closer to fulfilment. At 
the same time the Red Cross will give brief regular cour
ses on international humanitarian law at the police trai
ning school.

In the Ministry of Justice, the Attorney General is plan
ning changes which will considerably improve the condi
tions of imprisonment, and there is already a programme 
of lectures on international humanitarian law at the In
termediate Law School, although it belongs to the Ministry 
of Justice.

The Ministry of Health and Social Affairs notes that at
tention is being given to the dissemination of interna
tional humanitarian law at the Technical Training Insti
tute for Nurses.
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The Red Cross itself intends to see that knowledge of the 
various aspects of international humanitarian law is wi
dely disseminated among the young people of the country, 
once Red Cross youth committees have been set up in the 
schools.
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GUYANA RED CROSS

It is regretted that during the past 2-3 years our Society has been 

unable to give lectures on a regular basis to the Army, Police and the 

public. We have however continued the lectures to our V.A.D.s,

Youths and Groups.

This lapse has been due to the emigration of several of our senior and 

other experienced Officers during the past five years. We are, 

however, in the process of reorganising and with further leadership 

training, we hope to remedy this situation in a year or two.
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HAITI

The Haitian Government and the Haitian Red Cross are studying 
the arrangements necessary to promote the dissemination of 
knowledge of international humanitarian law.
The measures adopted will be the subject of a report by 
the Haitian Government.
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HUNGARIAN RED CROSS

The Statutes as adopted at the Fifth Congress (in 1977) stipulate that it 
is a task of the Hungarian Red Cross to take part in the development 
and dissemination of the Geneva Conventions.

Following the signature of the two Additional Protocols, our National 
Society has also made increased efforts towards promoting the dis
semination of international humanitarian law.

Instruction and dissemination - in the form already reported - has 
remained unchanged among our members, in particular at the courses 
organized for voluntary nurses as well as for members of the sanitary 
units of civil defence.

With that aim in mind we published in 1979 a newer booklet, written by 
Prof. Dr. Geza Herczegh, which can be considered as a text-book by 
our organizations.

Within the framework of the course called "Knowledge of the Red 
Cross", a special subject is dealt by the participants, in 1981, devoted 
to the fundamental principles of the Red Cross and their significance.

In order to make this work more effective, in February I980, the 
National Executive Committee organized a course for representatives of 
the Budapest district and county Red Cross boards, involving experts 
from the Universities of Law and from the Ministry of Defence, dealing 
with the most important issues of international humanitarian law. The 
participants in the course adopted a four-year programme of action, 
joining in the programme of action drawn up by the International 
Committee of the Red Cross and the League.

Following that central course, some county Red Cross boards organized 
one - or two-days courses for the instruction in and dissemination of 
the knowledge of the Geneva Conventions and international humanitarian 
law.

Representatives of the Hungarian Red Cross regularly participate in 
seminars and courses organized by the International Committee of the 
Red Cross and by other National Societies in this subject (Warsaw, 
I977; Warsaw, I980 and Warsaw, I98I), benefitting from and utilizing the 
experience gained there in the work of the Hungarian Red Cross.
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Programme of Action for the dissemination of international humanitarian 
law among the members of the Hungarian Red Cross.

Stressing the fact that instruction in and dissemination of the Geneva 
Conventions of 1949 relative to the protection of victims of war and the 
two Additional Protocols of 1977 (hereinafter called: international humani
tarian law) are a task of the Governments of States Parties to the 
Geneva Conventions,

Considering at the same time that, on the basis of the relevant reso
lutions of the International Conferences of the Red Cross, dissemination 
of international humanitarian law has also to be considered as a constant 
and integral part of the activities of National Red Cross Societies, and,

Recognizing that it is particularly important that the dissemination of 
international humanitarian law cannot be dissociated from the propaga
tion of a spirit of peace or from the support for mankind's struggle for 
peace,

Joining the programme of action of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross and the League of Red Cross Societies for the dissemination 
of international humanitarian law and in order to promote this activity 
within its own sphere, the National Executive Committee of the 
Hungarian Red Cross organized a course on 5 - 6 February 1980 for 
representatives of the county and Budapest district Red Cross boards, 
which adopted the following programme:

1. The participants in the course - who have received, in recognition 
of their participation, a certificate - undertake to provide for and 
promote the dissemination of international humanitarian law among 
Red Cross members and among people reached by the organiza
tion's activity in the counties and Budapest districts, in such a 
way that:

a) a group of sufficient lecturers be created by the end of I980,

b) they take part in the continuous and regular organization of 
dissemination by including it into the annual plans of work of 
the county and Budapest district boards and regularly 
informing them on its implementation,

c) they follow closely the literature in Hungarian on which they 
are informed adequately in the Movement Gazette and from 
time to time through the Foreign Relations Department of the 
National Executive Committee.

2. In the course of their work, they will make efforts to ensure that 
as far as possible, by the end of 1983 the dissemination extends to 
the following fields of activity and reach the following range of 
activists of the Hungarian Red Cross:

a) the participants in all four-month courses for voluntary 
nurses should learn the most important provisions of inter
national humanitarian law;
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b) in co-operation with the competent civil defence organs, they 
should ensure that the training of commanders and personnel 
of the first-aid sub-units include instruction in the basic 
principles and rules of international humanitarian law related 
to civil defence;

c) in order to disseminate the subject among young Red Cross 
members,

the group of lecturers to be formed will provide 
appropriate training by the end of 1981 within the 
framework of the annual refresher courses for the 
teacher sponsors of the groups operating in secondary 
schools so that they be able to instruct students in 
international humanitarian law;

they will ensure that the secretaries of the basic organi
zations in the schools be also gradually acquainted with 
the main features of the Conventions, also making use of 
the summer camps for this purpose;

in the universities (especially faculties of medicine, law 
and liberal arts), this work should be carried out 
primarily with the participation of the professors and 
final-year students of the international law faculties, 
endeavouring that in addition to the members of the 
basic Red Cross organizations in the universities, an 
increasing number of students take part in the pro
gramme.

3. This instruction can be provided for secretaries of Red Cross 
organizations in residential areas and working places through the 
courses arranged for by the National Board's medium-term training 
plan in such a way that the town and Budapest district boards 
include into the programme of these courses information on the 
basic principles of international humanitarian law;

4. The Foreign Relations Department of the National Executive Board 
maintains regular contact with the representatives of county and 
Budapest district boards who have completed courses, providing 
them from time to time with information on useful and up-to-date 
materials appropriate also from the point of view of dissemination, 
e.g. by sending outlines for lectures.
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1) A summary of the broad features of the Geneva Conventions has 

been published for information and guidance of :

a) The personnel of India's contingents, whenever they are 

required to serve under the auspices of the United Nations.

b) Defence personnel.

c) Nursing services by distribution of a number of pamphlets to 

Nursing Schools as also by publishing the relevant articles 

in the Nursing Journal of India.

2) A small booklet containing a summary of the Conventions has been 

published and pasted in the pay books of all Armed Forces Per

sonnel .

3) Study of the Geneva Conventions is included in the syllabi of 

instructions at the institution under the Ministry of Defence, 

especially the Indian Military Academy (Dehra Dun), Officers 

Training School (Madras) and Defence Services Staff College 

(Wellington).

4) Annexure I to the Geneva Conventions has been included in the 

Medical Administrative Instructions of the Armed Forces in respect 

of Medical examination of prisoners-of-war.

5) Study of the Conventions, in particular the fourth Convention, 

has been included in the course of instructions imparted to the 

Indian Administrative Service and the Indian Police Probationers.

6) Copies of the Soldier's Manual in English and Hindi have been 

distributed among Defence personnel.
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INDIAN RED CROSS SOCIETY

Steps taken by the Indian Red Cross Society and the Government of 

India towards dissemination of the Geneva Conventions.

1) Articles on the subject are often published in the Headquarters 

journals “The Red Cross Journal" and "The Indian Junior," as 

also in various journals and brochures published by the branches 

in different Indian languages.

2) Instructions on the subject are imparted in Red Cross Training 

Camps organised from time to time all over the country for 

workers and junior Red Cross members.

3) Lectures on the Geneva Conventions are delivered at senior 

Indian Police Service Officers' courses.

4) The booklets entitled "Course of Five Lessons on the Geneva 

Conventions" and "Rights and Duties of Nurses" are subjects of 

study in a large number of schools and colleges.

5) Some of the Branches have got the booklet "A Course of Five 

Lessons on the Geneva Conventions" translated and printed into 

regional languages for dissemination to a larger cross section of 

the Community.
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INDONESIAN RED CROSS

1976 - Incioncross created a body, chaired by the Secretary General 
of the Department of Information who is a member of the 
National Board of Indoncross, handling the dissemination of 
the Conventions.

1977 - Birth of the Additional Protocols.

Bucharest International Red Cross Conference.

1978 First Asian Seminar on international humanitarian law 
Kuala Lumpur.

in

1978 Indoncross Seminar on international humanitarian law 
Jakarta.

in

1980

2. The Government created a Preparatory Committee 
handle international humanitarian law.

to

In the Department of Justice was created a Permanent 
Committee for the adjusting and preserving of 
humanitarian law. The members are from the Depart
ment of Foreign Affairs,
Security, Department of Justice, 
Affairs, Department of Information 
Affairs, Department of Health 
and Education, 
Law, National 
Cross.

Department of Defence and 
Department of Home 

, Department of Social 
, Department of Culture

Institution for preservation of National 
Reserve Centre and Indonesian Red

2. was held by 
and the 

international

the above-mentioned 
subject was the dis

law. The

A Symposium
Permanent Committee 
semination of international humanitarian 
follow-up was the creation of 3 subcommittees :

Subcommittee for dissemination
for preservation of Law
for preservation of the Additional

It

it

1.

1.

a.
b.
c.

. Protocols.

1981 Second Symposium was held. The conclusion was that it 
considered necessary to standardize the disseminated 

A
was 
matters.
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At present, a pocketbook is being composed, the materials of 
which are taken from :

a. Soldier's manual, ICRC.

b. The Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949. 
(Summary for members of the armed forces and the 
general
public), ICRC.

c. The Hague Convention on cultural property, 1954.

Preservation on the Additional Protocols has not been 
finished yet and is still continued.

The Department of Defence has a favourable consideration on the 
dissemination.
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IRELAND

The importance of 
ventions has been 
service abroad with 
a summary of the 
Geneva Conventions

all ranks understanding the terms of the Con- 
stressed, particularly in view of the liability of 
the United Nations Organization. The following is 
provisions of a special training circular on the

1. Each soldier's pay book contains the I.C.R.C. summary of the 
Conventions and is used in assisting all ranks to familiarise 
themselves with their provisions.

2. The Government publication, "Geneva Conventions, August I2th, 
1949" on issue to units is used as a reference for lectures on the 
Conventions.

3. All unit commands ensure that all ranks under their command 
understand the terms of the Conventions and that instruction on 
the subject is included in periods of training with their units.

4. Lectures and discussions are arranged by Command Legal Officers 
as required for unit commands, selected officers and Chaplains.

5. Instruction on the Conventions is included in all N.C.O. and 
Potential N.C.O. courses.

6. This subject is included in the syllabus for courses in the 
Military College.

In addition to the above measures, copies of a leaflet on the Con
ventions, produced by the Irish Red Cross Society, have been issued 
to the County and Regional Civil Defence officers.

Since 1977, the instruction on the Conventions provided for potential 
non-commissioned officers and potential officers has been supplemented 
by the showing of slides and films. In addition, all military personnel 
proceeding on overseas duties are given talks and lectures on the 
Conventions in advance of departure.



106

ISRAEL

Israel is taking many and varied measures in order to ensure the 
dissemination and implementation both among its population and within 
its armed forces of international conventions to which Israel is a 
party, and of principles and rules of international law concerning 
subjects of a humanitarian nature.

1. The following measures have been taken in order to ensure 
dissemination of such rules and principles :

a) The four Geneva Conventions for the protection of victims of 
armed conflict signed by Israel in 1949 and ratified in 1951 
are published in the Israeli official Gazette (Reshumot) - 
Compilation of Treaties No. 30. pp 373 - 675. This issue 
carries the authentic English and French versions as well as 
the Hebrew translation.

The Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural 
Property in the event of an Armed Conflict was similarly 
published in Reshumot, Compilation of Treaties, No. 213.

b) General Staff Orders of the Israel Defence Forces impose 
upon members of the armed forces the duty to abide by the 
rules embodied in the above-mentioned Conventions. The 
orders include provisions requiring commanders to instruct 
soldiers as to the provisions of the Conventions. In order 
to ensure the availability of the Conventions and their 
efficient implementation, the full text of the Conventions is 
attached as an Annex to the General Staff Orders.

c) In addition, the text of the 1949 Geneva Conventions and the 
1954 Hague Convention are also published in a pamphlet 
issued by the General Staff and distributed to all military 
units and authorities (Pamphlet No. 17, Military Law Series 
- Education Branch of the General Staff).

In the Military Law Series, the following similar pamphlets 
have been published :

Pamphlet HP/10-17 detailing international instruments 
concerning the rules of armed conflict, including the 
Declaration of St. Petersburg of 1868, the Hague 
Declaration of 1899 Relative to Expanding Bullets and 
the Regulations annexed to the Fourth Hague Con
vention of 1907 concerning the laws and customs of war 
on land.

Pamphlet HZ 17-2 on the Rules of Warfare, describing 
the sources of the laws of war, explaining the rules of 
land, sea and air warfare, humanitarian principles, 
treatment of wounded and sick, and the treatment of 
prisoners of war.

Pamphlet HZ 17 - 20 on the principles concerning the 
occupation of enemy territory, civil administration and 
treatment of civilian population.
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d) Various courses in Officers Training Schools, Administration 
Schools, Medical Officers' courses and the Command and 
Staff College include periods of study of Rules of Armed 
Conflict and Humanitarian Law. Special courses are held by 
the Military Advocate General's Unit for its own officers. 
Such courses include lectures, discussions, slide-projection, 
films and simulations.

e) In addition to the abovementioned steps taken within the 
Israel Defence Forces, the Military Advocate General also 
directs studies on the Rules of armed conflict and 
humanitarian law within the general framework of a course on 
Military Law held at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and 
at the University of Tel Aviv.

2. Implementation of the humanitarian principles of international law 
is ensured as follows :

a) As the 1949 Geneva Conventions and the 1954 Hague 
Convention are annexed to General Staff Orders, all members 
of the Israel Defence Forces are obliged to conduct 
themselves according to the provisions of those Conventions. 
This obligation is specifically repeated in a specific general 
staff order.

b) International Customary rules of armed hostilities form part 
of the international law of Israel. Any offence against them 
may be regarded as an offence of breach of discipline under 
section 132 of the Military Justice Law. This section 
prohibits conduct likely to impair the good order and 
discipline in the Army.

c) Section 10 of the Military Justice Law, 1955, extends the 
application of that law to prisoners of war, subject to 
regulations made by the Minister of Defence, with the 
consent of the Minister of Justice, for the adaptation of the 
provisions of the Military Justice Law, 1955, to the 
international Conventions to which Israel is a party. 
Immediately upon the coming into effect of the Military 
Justice Law, on January 1, 1956, the Military justice 
Regulations were published (adaptation of the Law to the 
Convention Regarding Treatment of Prisoners of War). More 
recently, a new and amended version of the Regulations was 
published in the Compilation of Regulations No 1833 of 3 
February 1966. These regulations apply the provisions of 
the third Geneva Convention as regards military trials of 
prisoners of war, including those provisions regarding 
successful escape and attempted escape, restrictions on the 
types of punishment, provisions as to legal defence, 
translation, etc.

d) With regard to the treatment of prisoners of war, specific 
General Staff Orders have been issued, the contents of 
which were drafted strictly in accordance with the rules laid 
down in the third Geneva Convention.

The first Order describes the rights and duties of Israeli 
prisoners of war who have fallen into enemy hands. The 
other two Orders determine modes of treatment of prisoners 
of war who have been captured by the Israeli Army.



108

Likewise, General Staff Orders have been issued containing 
provisions regarding seizure of enemy property, in 
accordance with the Hague Rules of 1907 and the 1949 
Conventions.

3. Both with respect to dissemination and to implementation of the 
abovementioned Conventions and rules of international humani
tarian law, it should be stressed that Israel penal legislation 
contains no specific provisions defining offences against the 
Geneva Conventions, this in view of the fact that the existing 
criminal legislation of Israel is adequate to enable punishment of 
persons convicted of acts which constitute "grave breaches" of 
the Conventions, or even acts which do not constitute such 
"grave breaches".

The following are examples of criminal offences corresponding to 
"grave breaches" of the Conventions :

1) Murder, under section 300 of the Penal Law of 1977;

2) Torture and inhuman treatment - assault and battery, under 
sections 378-380 of the Law;

3) Unlawful confinement - an offence under section 377 of the 
Law.

In addition to this, there are specific offences in the Military 
Justice Law, 1955, corresponding to breaches of the Convention, 
such as Looting, under section 74 of the Law, Maltreatment, 
under section 65 of the Law and Abuse of Authority, under 
section 72 of the Law.

4. With respect to the question of the humanitarian emblem, section 7 
(b) of the Red Shield of David Law, 1950, designates as a 
specific offence the use of any emblem recognised by the Geneva 
Conventions as a distinctive emblem of the medical services of the 
armed forces, unless the person using it is authorised by the 
Conventions or by the Minister of Health.

5. The implementation of principles of humanitarian law by Israeli 
officials in the areas administered by Israel is safeguarded by 
emergency regulations enabling courts in Israel to apply Israeli 
penal jurisdiction with respect to breaches of the Conventions 
committed by Israelis in the administered areas. Defence 
(Emergency) Regulations (offences committed in the Administered 
Areas - Jurisdiction and Legal Advice) 1967.
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ITALY

The government department assigned responsibility for the 
dissemination of knowledge of international humanitarian 
law is the Interministerial Committee for Human Rights, 
which is part of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The main 
task of this committee is to see that commitments under
taken by our country when ratifying international conven
tions on human rights are fulfilled.

The Interministerial Committee on Human Rights, which was 
set up by ministerial decree on 15 February 19 78, is com
posed of representatives of ministries responsible for 
the application of international standards in this field, 
together with representatives of public and private insti
tutions whose specific purpose is to promote human rights, 
and two lawyers with professorships in international law. 
Noteworthy examples of the committee’s work in 1979 and 80 
are the Italian Government's first report on civil and 
political rights, and the second report on the elimination 
of any form of racial discrimination.

Another public institution, the Italian Commission to 
UNESCO, has been extremely active; in collaboration with 
a great number of schools, it has launched an extensive 
programme to disseminate knowledge of humanitarian law 
among children. It has distributed thousands of copies of 
publications containing the texts of international decla
rations and conventions on human rights, and has carried 
out surveys and research to ascertain the extent and degree 
of knowledge in Italy of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights.

Attention must also be drawn to the activities of private 
institutions, notably the "Italian Society of International 
Organization", which has a consultative committee on human 
rights, the "Lello Basso" Foundation and the San Remo 
Institute of Humanitarian Law, which has arranged many 
seminars and round-table discussions, including the impor
tant congress on "International solidarity and humanitarian 
activities", which was held in September 1980.
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ITALIAN RED CROSS

Activities for the dissemination of knowledge of inter
national humanitarian law:

Edition of the Teaching Guide in Italian 
(1,000 copies);

Reprint of the Geneva Conventions (complete 
text in Italian, 1,000 copies);

Seminar for Red Cross personnel (in Italy);

Seminar for Italian journalists in Geneva, 
scheduled if possible for late 1981.
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JORDAN RED CRESCENT

Our National Society has undertaken the following activities concerning 

this matter, aiming at bringing knowledge of Geneva Conventions to 

the public :

1. Members of the Jordan National Red Crescent Society have given 

lectures to school teachers and students on the subject matter 

mentioned.

2. Information relative to this subject have been published in the 

local newspapers.

3. To ensure dissemination on a wider scale, the same information 

has been transmitted through T.V. and radio stations.

4. Being keen on achieving a better understanding of international 

humanitarian law, the Society, together with the International 

Committee of the Red Cross, has recently held in Amman the 1st 

Middle East Seminar on dissemination of international humanitarian 

law, during which press, T.V. and radio have been used to the 

utmost to cover the above-mentioned seminar.

Therefore, it can honestly be stated that by the means we described 

above, we have been able to bring the knowledge of humanitarian law 

and the Geneva Conventions to every member of our community. 

Everyone knows what is the Red Crescent movement and what are its 

principles.

As for the Military forces, we are in constant contact with them so as 

to achieve our purpose of spreading knowledge of the Geneva 

Conventions.
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REPUBLIC OF KOREA

Since its accession to the Geneva Conventions in 1966, the Republic of 
Korea has taken various steps to effectively disseminate knowledge of 
the Geneva Conventions in accordance with Resolution No. XII of the 
22nd International Conference of the Red Cross.

Particularly, in an effort to strenghten expertise in the area of inter
national humanitarian law, a Humanitarian Law Institute was installed in 
1976 at the Korean Red Cross Society (KRCS). The Institute, since 
its establishment, has taken a leading role in disseminating the prin
ciples of international humanitarian law in close cooperation with the 
Government authorities concerned.

An organization called the 11 International Humanitarian Law Consultative 
Committee" has been also set up in order to advise the Humanitarian 
Law Institute on its activities. The Committee is composed of members 
designated by the President of the KRCS, including 8 professors of 
public international law, 4 officials from the Government Ministries of 
Foreign Affairs, National Defense, Justice and Education, and some 
relevant staff officers of the KRCS. The Committee has met annually 
since 1977 to seek ways of promoting research and dissemination act
ivities of the Humanitarian Law Institute.

Following are the measures taken for dissemination of knowledge of the 
Geneva Conventions :

I. Education at Schools

A. Secondary Education

There is little direct teaching of international humanitarian 
law and the Geneva Conventions in secondary schools. How
ever, the textbooks on "General Social Ethics" used in 
secondary schools contain sections dealing with the life of 
Henry Dunant and the spirit of the Red Cross.

B. Universities

Usually, international humanitarian law is not taught as an 
independent subject in Korean universities. It is studied 
and taught within a broad context of international law in 
various colleges. It is also studied from the historical 
viewpoint as in the case of history of ideas dealing with 
humanitarian principles. However, the Korean Red Cross 
College of Nursing has international humanitarian law as an 
independent subject in its curricula. Its students take 
lectures on that subject for one semester an hour per week.

II. Dissemination to the General Public

A. Holding of Seminars and Study Sessions

Over the past four years, a lot of seminars and study ses
sions were held on various subjects of international humani
tarian law.
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I

In particular, in commemoration of the 1979 World Red Cross Day and 
the 150th anniversary of the birth of Henry Dunant, a special, seminar 
on international humanitarian law was held in Seoul in May, 1979, 
under the auspices of the Korean Red Cross Society and the Korean 
Association of International Law, which was attended by some 40 people 
from universities, armed forces, government agencies, the press and 
the KRCS itself.

In November 1980, another seminar was held on the theme of the 
restriction of the use of certain conventional weapons.

At each of the seminars, importance was attached to wide dis
semination of international humanitarian law.

Besides, many study sessions sponsored by the Korean Red Cross 
Society were held on such subjects as "Protecting Power and Sub
stitute in the Provisions of the Geneva Conventions," "Historical En
quiry into Humanitarian Neutrality," and so forth.

B. Public Education

Various methodologies of teaching international humanitarian 
law and Red Cross principles have been introduced to dif
ferent groups such as universities, armed forces, police, 
youths, the general public and so on. Since 1976, five 
humanitarian law courses for teaching of the Geneva Con
ventions have been attended by 160 persons in total, comp
rising instructor-officers from various military schools and 
institutions of the armed forces, the KRCS's staff members, 
professors from some colleges of nursing and so on.

Lectures on the Geneva Conventions were given to the civil 
defense personnel 23 times during the period from April 1978 
to October 1980.

Mass media has also been utilized for public education. From 
April 1975 to January 1978, a 10-minute radio program titled 
"Guide to Peace" was broadcast every night with repro
duction on the next morning, which was resumed in April 
1979 and lasted for 8 months. Another 10-minute program of 
this kind was broadcast every night from April to October of
1978.

III. Publications

As to the publications, many kinds of books and teaching manuals 
have been published by the Korean Red Cross Society.

Especially, the Korean Journal of Humanitarian Law has been 
published annually by the Society's Humanitarian Law Institute 
since 1977. This Journal has a circulation of 500 copies, which 
covers academic works of various topics in the field of inter
national humanitarian law and other related subjects.

In addition to this Journal, following are the major publications on 
the Geneva Conventions and international humanitarian law issued 
by the Society :
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TITLE

YEAR OF

PUBLICATION

NO. OF

COPIES

Four Geneva
Conventions for the Protection 
of War Victims of August 12, 1949 
(Bilingual Texts in Korean and 
English).

Index to the Geneva 
Conventions (in Korean)

Summary of the Geneva 
Conventions (in Korean)

Protocols (I & II) Additional 
to the Geneva Conventions 
(in Korean)

Essentials of the Geneva 
Conventions (in Korean)

Essentials of Protocols (I & II) 
Additional to the Geneva 
Conventions (in Korean)

Recent Articles on International 
Humanitarian Law (in Korean)

Basic Principles of the Red 
Cross (in Korean)

International Red Cross
Handbook (in Korean)

1973, 1980 1,500

1976 1,000

1977 10,000

1978 300

1978 900

1979 1,000

1979 150

1980 1,000

1980 1,000
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RI-.D CR OSS OF THE PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC O F K CREA

In view of the importance of disseminating international humanitarian law, 
our Red Cross Society is using different ways and means of doing so.

It has translated the "Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols" 
and the "Red Cross Manual" into Korean and sees that they are widely 
circulated.

In addition it has made known the contents of the Conventions to the 
members of the army, the civilian population, pupils and public health 
workers in various ways, such as conferences and discussion groups.

For schoolchildren in particular, the "Geneva Conventions" have been 
included in the school syllabus so that knowledge of it can be spread 
systematically.

In addition the illustrated book entitled "The Red Cross and the People", 
Red Cross stamps and news bulletins are issued, and widespread inform
ation on humanitarian law is given via the national and local press, and 
radio and television broadcasts.

These are only a few of the activities in which our Red Cross Society is 
engaged to spread knowledge of international humanitarian law, and which 
we would like you to know about.
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LEBANESE RED CROSS

The Lebanese Red Cross is doing its utmost to help disseminate the 
Geneva Conventions in our country. A brief account of its activities 
to this effect is given below.

Red Cross Youth Section

Age 8 to 9 :

Age 10 to 11 :

Age 12 to 13 :

Concise explanation of the part played by 
the Red Cross in the event of disasters and 
in time of war (initiation to the Geneva 
Conventions).

Linder the general heading of "mutual aid" 
a more detailed explanation is given of the 
four Conventions in the form of a casual 
conversation with the young people.

The International Red Cross and its struc
ture; the Geneva Conventions.

Age 14 to 15 : Study of the four Geneva Conventions.

Between ages 15 and 18 : More detailed study of the four Conven 
tions.

N.B. "The Red Cross and My Country" is used.

The youngsters often act in sketches and plays depicting action based 
on Geneva Conventions articles relating to the protection of the sick, 
the wounded and the civilian population.

Club of Young Red Cross Members

Clubs have recently been founded (1980-1981) in certain universities 
with a membership of young people of both sexes interested in the 
Red Cross. They organize exhibitions and meetings during which 
inter alia the Geneva Conventions are explained by showing slides, 
films, flannelgraphs, posters, etc.

First Aid Section

All first aid volunteers are given a clear and precise introduction to 
the four Conventions, and whom and what they protect.

N.B. The summarized version of the Conventions is used.

First aid trainees throughout Lebanon begin their courses with an 
introduction to the work of the International Red Cross. The ICRC 
film, The Geneva Conventions is shown and explained by the instruc
tors. The two additional Protocols adopted by the Diplomatic Confe
rence on 8 June 1977 have meanwhile also been included in the 
tuition.
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Voluntary Workers Section

The voluntary workers are informed about the principles governing 
the Conventions. One of them has written a book for the use of this 
section entitled La Croix-Rouge pour tous (The Red Cross for All). 
One chapter deals with the ICRC in general, whilst another examines 
the Geneva Conventions and their underlying principles.

Schools for Male and Female Nursing Assistants

A summary is given of the Conventions, followed by a closer analysis 
of all aspects of special concern for medical circles. All participants 
receive the book entitled Droits et devoirs des Infirmières (Nurses' 
Rights and Duties).

Courses on the Conventions are given for all students and the booklet 
Droits et devoirs des Infirmières is provided for all of them. In 
addition, talks on the Conventions are given by our instructors in all 
nursing schools which do not belong to the Red Cross, and the 
booklet is distributed in three languages, in Arabic, French and 
English.

Occasionally, short plays or tableaux are performed by the Red Cross 
nurses themselves to illustrate articles of the Conventions relating to 
the protection of the injured and the sick. Slides on the Conventions 
are also shown, together with the appropriate explanations.

The same applies to the ICRC film “The Geneva Conventions". After 
three years at the Red Cross Nürsing Schools, the students are 
imbued with the principles upon which all our work is based, and 
which they themselves will put into practice wherever they serve once 
they have received their diplomas.

Military Academy

Lectures on the Conventions have been given to students at the 
Military Academy by ladies of the Central Committee. These courses 
are currently being given to the cadets by the instructors them
selves.

The Conventions are furthermore explained in the "Soldier's Manual", 
where one chapter is devoted to the Lebanese Red Cross. The cadets 
have already been given a book on the Conventions written specially 
for them in Arabic by the late Mrs. Najla Saab.

The Lebanese University Law Faculty

Maître Georges Asmar, a member of the Central Committee and a 
Professor in the Faculty of Law of the Lebanese University, has 
included the following courses in the official syllabus :

a) the principles of humanitarian law
b) the four Geneva Conventions.

In other universities and faculties the Red Cross gives students 
complete first-aid courses. As always, the first of these courses is 
devoted to the International Red Cross, the Conventions and the 
Lebanese Red Cross, using all the audio-visual material at our 
disposal.
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Health education - training of men and women to become instructors 
in health care

Here, too, all the courses and seminars given by our instructors 
start with an introductory account of the work and principles of the 
ICRC, the League, the Lebanese Red Cross and the Geneva Conven
tions.

Henry Dunant Institute

Two ladies from the Central Committee took part in the French-lan
guage seminar held in 1980 for leaders of National Societies, and in 
turn passed on the knowledge acquired there to the Central Com
mittee.

Napa Saab Prize

The Red Cross has a trust fund at its disposal, which was set up by 
the Saab family in memory of Napa Saab, one of the founders of the 
Lebanese Red Cross. The revenue from this fund is awarded each 
year to the winner, either boy or girl, of a competition held among 
the 3rd grade pupils at government schools. The questionnaire for 
this competition is prepared by the Junior Red Cross and always 
contains one question on the Conventions and another on the princi
ples.

Information

The Junior Red Cross has prepared several exhibitions, including two 
very important ones - one at the American University and the other 
in the premises of the National Tourist Board. The Conventions were 
given pride of place with illustrated panels, posters, slides, etc.

We speak about them often in radio and television broadcasts and in 
the press.

Our monthly Bulletin, which has replaced our Review due to budget 
reductions, has been issued twice, once in 1979, and the second time 
in April 1980, both devoted to the International Red Cross.

Red Cross Teaching Guide

A tremendous amount of work has been done to establish the Teaching 
Guide, which has been translated into Arabic by one of the ladies of 
the Central Committee, as a teaching aid in the Lebanon. It has been 
introduced by ministerial decree in the primary and secondary 
schools. We have also presented it in the universities. The response 
everywhere has been very enthusiastic. It contains a number of 
pages about the Conventions and the principles.
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LIBERIAN RED CROSS

1. In April, the Ministry of Defense - Republic of Liberia, 
was pleased to appoint Col. James A. Moulton Liaison 
Officer to coordinate the efforts of the Liberian Red 
Cross in dissemination of international humanitarian 
law to members of the Armed Forces of Liberia.

rd2. From May 25, 1981 to July 23 , 1981, a leadership
Training Seminar was organized for members of the 
Armed Forces, the National Police and National Fire 
Brigade. Red Cross Principles and First Aid Courses 
were included as part of the Training Programme.

3. The Ministry of Defense is preparing an order making 
it mandatory that training in international humani
tarian law becomes an integral part of the daily 
Training Programme of the men in arms.

4. The "Soldiers manual," "Summary of the Geneva Conventions" 
and "Apply the Customs and Laws of War Governing Forbid
den Targets, Tactics and Techniques" were materials used. 
It is felt these documents are adequate for enlisted men 
and para-military personnel.

5. The U.S. Army films would be used in the Training 
Programme. The International Committee of the Red 
Cross would be requested to furnish five thousand 
copies of the "Soldiers’ manual" and two hundred copies 
of "Summary of the Geneva Conventions of August 12, 
1949".

6. The fifteen officers who attended the Training Seminar 
will be assigned to various units for six weeks periods.
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MAURITANIAN RED CRESCENT

International humanitarian law is not yet taught in our establishments 

of higher education.

Among the efforts initiated by the Mauritanian Red Crescent Society to 

stimulate interest among young people, the leader of the Mauritanian 

Red Crescent Youth Section has established contacts with the prin

cipals and students of the Ecole Nationale d'Administration (civil ser

vants) and the Ecole Normale Supérieure with the aim of setting up 

School Committees ("Comités scolaires") in support of the Mauritanian 

Red Crescent Society. One of the objects of such committees will be 

to consider ways and means of introducing the study of international 

humanitarian law in the courses offered to students.
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We wish to inform 
Mauritius and all 
training abroad, 
for International

MAURITIUS

you that there is no Medical School in 
the doctors receive their professional 
There are therefore little opportunities 
Humanitarian Law to be taught in Mauritius
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MEXICO

La Secretaría de Relaciones Exteriores desea señalarle que 
los Convenios de Ginebra, elaborados con el fin de mejorar 
la suerte de los heridos y enfermos de las Fuerzas Armadas 
en Campaña, Enfermos y Náufragos en el Mar, así como los 
relativos al Trato de los Prisioneros de Guerra, suscritos 
por México el 8 de diciembre de 1949, y ratificados el 29 de 
octubre de 1952, conservan su plena vigencia. Ellos forman 
parte de la Ley Suprema del país, de conformidad con el 
Artículo 133 de la Constitución Política de los Estados 
Unidos Mexicanos, que estipula : "Esta Constitución, las 
leyes del Congreso de la Unión que emanen de ella y todos 
los tratados que estén de acuerdo con la misma, celebrados 
y que se celebren por el Presidente de la República, con 
aprobación del Senado, serán la Ley Suprema de toda la Unión".

Los Tratados de referencia, fueron publicados en el Diario 
Oficial de la Federación, correspondiente al 23 de junio de 
1953, lo que implica su promulgación y entrada en vigor, 
siendo obligatoria su observación para las autoridades y la 
población mexicana, para quienes surte efectos de notifica
ción legal y de difusión permanentes, con lo que se satis
face el objetivo de la XX Conferencia Internacional de la 
Cruz Roja, celebrada en Viena en octubre de 1965 y en la 
Conferencia de Teherán y de Bucarest, en lo que respecta 
a la difusión de los Convenios de Ginebra.
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MOROCCAN RED CRESCENT

Being profoundly attached to the principles and ideals 
of the Red Cross and conscious of its humanitarian 
mission, the Moroccan Red Crescent was one of the first 
societies to commend the recommendations adopted at the 
Twenty-third International Red Cross Conference at 
Bucharest dealing with the dissemination of international 
humanitarian law.

The proof of this is that, at the Tenth Conference of 
Arab Societies, at Rabat in 1978, our Society expressed 
the wish to organize an Arabic language seminar on the 
dissemination of knowledge of international humanitarian 
law.

These days of study were to have assembled diplomats, 
officers and academics of Arab countries (Maghreb and 
Middle East) , but for lack of a favourable occasion, the 
seminar was postponed.

However, this hardly hinders us in acting at national 
level to try to explain to the majority of the public the 
spirit of the Geneva Conventions and the principles and 
ideals of the Red Cross and Red Crescent.

The national directors and instructors of our Society were 
assigned the mission of informing the public about the 
Red Cross movement and the objectives of the Geneva 
Conventions.

How does this dissemination of knowledge of international 
humanitarian law usually take place and which categories of 
the public it reach ?

I. Informing members of the Moroccan Red Crescent

At periodic meetings, at seminars and during information 
training periods organized for members of the Moroccan 
Red Crescent, we always reserve part of the programme 
for teaching the principles and ideals^ of the Red Cross 
and for explaining the objectives of the Geneva 
Conventions.
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The members of our Society show great interest in the 
teaching of international humanitarian law and feel 
great admiration for the humanitarian role effectively 
played by the ICRC, because they read its monthly in
formation bulletin - this bulletin being put at their 
disposal in the provincial headquarters of our Society.

II. Among youth

There are two categories of young people : those at 
present in the Moroccan Red Crescent (first-aiders), 
the rest being pupils at public and private primary and 
secondary schools.

Concerning present or future qualified first-aiders who 
never lose touch with our Society, it is easy for us to 
organize information, training or refresher courses, 
during the school holidays, in which emphasis is often 
placed on the principles and ideals of the Red Cross as 
well as on the objectives of the Geneva Conventions.

The school population receives the message through their 
teachers who, in turn, get their pedagogical instructions 
from their hierarchical superiors.

We sometimes send speakers from our Society to staff 
training establishments, in principle for adults, to orga
nize conferences and debates or to reply to questions on 
the Geneva Conventions. Universities are included in the 
scholastic population but their academic interest is at 
a higher level.

Ill. The place of international humanitarian law in Moroccan 
universities

The Tenth Conference of Arab Red Crescent and Red Cross 
Societies at Rabat in 1978 was an important factor in 
acquainting university circles with the world of the 
Red Cross and the importance of international humanitar
ian law.
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The personal contacts which officers of our Society- 
have had with the deans of law faculties of Rabat and 
elsewhere, have borne fruit ; the current public law 
programme includes several hours on international 
humanitarian law.

Although this teaching offers no opening for the young, 
it is beginning to interest a large number of students.

This year, one Moroccan student, Mr. Hassan Fider, in
tends to write his doctoral thesis on certain aspects 
of international humanitarian law. He has already re
quested and obtained permission for a stay in Geneva 
in September 1981.

In this respect, the Moroccan Red Crescent suggests 
that, in future, the ICRC should consider providing 
grants to students carrying out inquiries or research, 
to stay in Geneva for periods of between 3 and 12 weeks.

This material help would allow them to come to Geneva, 
to spend time at the Henry Dunant Institute and talk to 
practioners of international humanitarian law at the 
headquarters of the ICRC.

It should be noted that the Moroccan Red Crescent wel
comes all students wishing to consult or borrow manuals, 
documents and reviews published by the International 
Red Cross,

IV. Among the Royal Armed Forces

The Moroccan Red Crescent puts its human resources at the 
disposal of the Royal Armed Forces with a view to ensur
ing the wide dissemination of the Geneva Conventions and, 
in particular, the provisions applicable in time of armed 
conflict.

The Moroccan Red Crescent regularly forwards to the Royal 
Armed Forces documentation sent by the ICRC on the appli
cation or interpretation of the provisions of the Geneva 
Conventions and the additional Protocols.

On the request of the Royal Armed Forces, it sends certain 
of its officers to hold conferences or organize debates 
for the troops.
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V. Dissemination of international humanitarian law among 
the public at large

The Moroccan Red Crescent seizes every opportunity first 
to acquaint the population with our movement, then to 
inculcate the principles and ideals of the Red Cross.

World Red Cross Day, at the beginning of the Moroccan 
Red Crescent national week, lends itself to the explana
tion of the objectives of the Geneva Conventions and the 
additional Protocols .

The Central Committee of the Moroccan Red Crescent is 
pleased with the co-operation of national media in trans
mitting the message (spoken, written and televised) to 
the public.

In addition, the quarterly review of our Society publishes 
articles or commentaries on certain articles of the 
Geneva Conventions, emphasizing the protection and guar
antees they provide for the benefit of the civilian pop
ulation and for combatants.

This brief glance shows you the interest taken by the 
Moroccan Red Crescent in the dissemination of internation
al humanitarian law and the principles and ideals of 
our movement.

The Moroccan Red Crescent hopes one day to be able to 
organize, with the collaboration of national information 
media, a monthly radio programme which would be "The 
voice of the Moroccan Red Crescent" to transmit our mes
sages and inform the public of our activities and our 
prospects.

For their part, the ICRC and the League could facilitate 
the task of dissemination and information by providing us 
with video-cassettes (films, reports, cartoons, confer
ences, debates, etc.) in several languages, which could 
be adapted for all countries.
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NEPAL RED CROSS

The Nepal Red Cross Society has been working for the dissemina
tion of the Geneva Conventions and the Red Cross principles 
right form its inception through different media available to it. 
The NRCS is frequently organising lecture programm during impor 
tant occasions to disseminate humanitarian law and the Red Cross 
principles. Similarly, in the training programmes organised for the 
junior and senior members of the Red Cross, the Geneva 
Conventions and the principles of Red Cross are discussed.

In the periodical publications of this Society, articles on the 
Geneva Conventions and the principles of the Red Cross are 
inserted for the general readers. In the handbook published for 
the Junior Red Cross the Geneva Conventions and the principles of 
the Red Cross are discussed in brief.

The department of Political Science of the Tribhuvan University of 
Nepal has shown interest in teaching the principal provisions of 
the Geneva Conventions while teaching international relations and 
international law. But they lack the materials in this connection.

Similarly, the Institution of Law of the University is also imparting 
knowledge of the Geneva Conventions to its students of different 
levels.

We have repeatedly requested the concerned ministries of the 
Government of Nepal for its help in disseminating the Geneva 
Conventions. However, we have not been able to get participation 
of the government in this connection. The NCRS has also requested 
for government contribution in publishing the Soldiers Manual, but 
it did not materialise.

The NRCS is putting its efforts to disseminate the Geneva 
Conventions and the principles of Red Cross in Nepal.
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THE NETHERLANDS

In 1977, at the twenty-third International Red Cross Conference, 
the Netherlands Government provided much information on the 
teaching of international humanitarian law to the Netherlands 
armed forces.

In June 1977, at Geneva, the Diplomatic Conference on the 
Reaffirmation and Development of International Humanitarian 
Law applicable in Armed Conflicts adopted the two Protocols 
additional to the Geneva Conventions of 1949. The Netherlands 
signed these two Protocols at Berne in December 1977; the 
procedure preparatory to ratification is nearly complete.

The teaching of international humanitarian law has not altered 
appreciably pending this ratification. Those responsible are, 
however, preparing a revised version of the whole teaching 
programme to take into account the 1977 Protocols. These 
Protocols are already studied summarily at the Royal Military 
Academy and in General Staff courses and in higher military 
training courses for professional officers.

The Netherlands Government wishes to emphasize that personnel 
posted to the Netherlands contingent of UNIFIL in Lebanon 
have to take supplementary courses on the provisions of the 
Geneva Conventions; officers take four course periods, other 
military personnel take two. The Netherlands contingent in 
Lebanon applies the Geneva Conventions.

In short, the teaching of international humanitarian law in 
the armed forces is broadly as described in the 1977 report.
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DUTCH RED CROSS

In the last few years the activities of the Netherlands Red Cross in 
the field of dissemination of international humanitarian law have been 
mainly directed towards youth.

Schools

In primary and secondary schools, lectures have been given by 
members of local Red Cross branches and sometimes by fieldworkers 
of the Youth Red Cross head office.

The information on Red Cross principles and on Geneva Conventions, 
thus passed on to the children, is partly illustrated by a greenboard 
football game.

Dissemination among school children is hindered by the lack of free
dom for the Ministry of Education, which cannot oblige schools to 
include subject into school books and matter of teaching.

University

Since the creation of an extraordinary chair in international humani
tarian law at the university of Leyden in 1975, every six months 
lectures are given on general as well as on specific themes of inter
national humanitarian law. An example as far as the latter is con
cerned, is the law on refugees, being dealt with in 1980. As inter
national humanitarian law is one of the optional subjects at university 
level, only a small number of students attend the lectures.

Symposia

In the past few years two symposia were held :

The first, international, one took place in the Peace Palace in The 
Hague, on September 25 and 26, 1978. It was organized by the
Netherlands Red Cross. Under discussion were certain aspects of the 
international armed conflict in the perspective of the Protocols 
additional to the Geneva Conventions.

The second symposium on 27 February, 1981, was organized by the 
university of Leyden, co-sponsored by the Netherlands Red Cross. It 
aimed at making the Protocols more known among those responsible 
within military institutions in the Netherlands. At present the 
Protocols are being studied in detail by all military authorities. The 
ratification by the Parliament unfortunately will take considerably 
more time.

Convinced of the necessity and importance of undertaking more activi
ties in the field of dissemination, the Netherlands Red Cross engaged 
a Staff Officer, part-time charged with such activities.
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The establishment of a Red Cross dissemination stearing commmittee 
will be realized in due course, in order to have the draft programme 
of action elaborated and implemented thoroughly.

Publications

As to the various magazines of the Netherlands Red Cross, attention 
is given to the Conventions, Principles, etc., in the context of the 
information given to the members about national and international Red 
Cross activities.

Apart from some publications of a more scientific nature written by 
Professor (in international humanitarian law) F. Kalshoven, nothing 
has been published in the field of humanitarian law as yet.
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NEW ZEALAND

Coordination : Establishment of the New Zealand Committee for the 
Dissemination of Humanitarian Law

1 . Acting upon a proposal from the New Zealand Red Cross Society 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Ministers, established in 1980 a 
Dissemination of Humanitarian Law.
coordinate the roles of those organisations 
dissemination of international humanitarian law within New Zealand

in consultation with other 
national Committee for the 
Its principal function is to 

concerned with the

and to advise the New Zealand Government on matters relating to 
dissemination. The Committee is comprised of representatives of 
the Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Defence and the Departments 
of Justice and Education, together with two independent 
University specialists in international humanitarian law, both of 
whom have led New Zealand delegations to humanitarian law 
conferences.

2. The Committee's terms of reference are :

(a) to advise the Minister of Foreign Affairs on the ways in 
which the New Zealand Government may best meet its res
ponsibilities for the dissemination of international human
itarian law under the 1949 Geneva Conventions and their 
Additional Protocols;

(b) to encourage and coordinate the planning and implementation 
of dissemination programmes by other interested bodies, in 
particular the New Zealand Red Cross Society, and to offer 
advice on such programmes where appropriate;

(c) to encourage the dissemination of international humanitarian 
law not only through the Government and the Red Cross, 
but also through channels such as the universities, the 
medical profession, the churches and the public at large; 
and

(d) to review from time to time the content and adequacy of 
dissemination programmes and report thereon to the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs.

The Committee has called for and considered reports from the Ministry 
of Defence and the Department of Education on their present involve
ment with the dissemination of international humanitarian law and is 
examining additional avenues for dissemination within the civilian 
population. The Chairman has written to academics in the medical, law, 
philosophy, political science and history departments of the 
universities, advising them of the existence of the Committee, 
evaluating the potential of humanitarian law as teaching material within 
these various disciplines and offering bibliographies and reference 
material. A report to the Minister of Foreign Affairs assessing the 
adequacy of present dissemination programmes will be prepared in due 
course.
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Dissemination Within the Armed Forces

3. Each Service of the New Zealand Armed Forces conducts its 
training in international humanitarian law at four different stages :

(1) Basic Training - in which all recruits, including officer 
candidates, are given a basic appreciation of the provisions 
of the Conventions. This covers the care and protection of 
the sick and wounded, the conduct of servicemen towards 
prisoners of war, the protection of civilians and cultural 
property, and the responsibility of the individual serviceman 
to comply with international humanitarian law.

(2) Advanced Training - this ensures that commissioned and 
non-commissioned officers are given an understanding of the 
principles and practice of international humanitarian law at a 
relatively advanced level. Instruction at this level is 
included at several stages throughout officers' careers. 
Theoretical studies are supplemented by practical field 
exercises in which emphasis is placed upon the respective 
rights and obligations of prisoners of war and captors. In 
the early stages of officers' careers, one of the aims of their 
training in international humanitarian law is to enable them 
in turn to instruct the servicemen under their command. In 
the later stages, the aim is to prepare senior commanders to 
deal with the more difficult problems likely to be encountered 
in applying the Conventions in conditions of modern warfare.

(3) Pre-deployment Training - for operational forces assigned to 
an active combat role. This includes servicemen deployed as 
part of a United Nations peacekeeping force or as observers. 
They receive detailed instructions in those aspects of the 
Conventions which relate to the mission in which they will be 
involved.

(4) Advanced Study - for middle and senior grade officers who 
attend management staff courses. There is usually in these 
courses a section on international law which includes some 
content of international humanitarian law.

4. Publications used by the Armed Services in the training of Hu
manitarian Law are :

- Geneva Conventions Handbook (1961) and Essential Rules (1975)

- Summary of the Geneva Conventions (1960)

- British War Office Publication No. 6637 - Regulations for the 
application of the 1949 Geneva Conventions and for the Treat
ment of Prisoners of War (1951)

- Soldier's Manual

- Unit Guide to the 1949 Geneva Conventions for the Protection of 
Prisoners of War (Modified for Australia) 7610-66-033-8014. Re
printed 1969

International Red Cross Handbook 1971
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5. The following film and film strips are used :

- ' Geneva Conventions : Rights and Obligations of Prisoners of 
War TF19/2749

Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 AFS 8111

Dissemination Among the Civilian Population

The Department of Education

6. Elements of international humanitarian law are taught in primary 
schools and at junior levels in secondary schools as part of the 
Social Studies curriculum. Some secondary schools take the 
opportunity to develop similar courses at a senior level in their 
Liberal Studies programmes.

7. Recently, an attempt has been made to formalise the humanitarian 
law content of these programmes to ensure that adequate material 
is available to schools. This joint New Zealand Red Cross and 
Department of Education Humanitarian Law Project has focused 
especially on the humanitarian principles of the International Red 
Cross. A series of 9 Units has been written, each of which is 
intended to fit the yearly themes and main ideas of the Depart
ment of Education's Form 1-4 Social Studies Guideline. The units 
for the more senior forms are entitled as follows :

Red Cross Welfare Team in Vietnam.

Unit 5 Form 3 Social Control : I nternationai Law of War

Unit 6 Form 4 Social Change : 
II

Red Cross during World War

Unit 7 Form 4 Social Change ; 
of the Red Cros

Henry Dunant, the founder 
s Movement

Unit 8 Form 4 Value Conflict : The Japanese Prisoners of 
War at Featherston

Unit 9 Form 4 Social Change : Mac Riding and the 6th

Several of these units have been used in schools on a trial basis and 
now plans for their publication and issue to schools are under way.

8. The Committee for the Dissemination of Humanitarian Law has 
taken steps, as described above, to make appropriate disciplines 
of the New Zealand universities aware of additional teaching 
material available to them. The teaching of international 
humanitarian law at the university level continues to be primarily 
within the law and political science faculties.

Organisations Responsible for Auxiliary Medical and Police Personnel 
on Overseas Missions

9. In the event that members of the New Zealand Police Force are 
deployed on peace-keeping operations abroad, they receive 
instruction by the New Zealand Police Department on their 
obligations under the Geneva Conventions.
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10. Nursing and medical staff attached to Red Cross Missions are 
briefed on Red Cross principles, the role of the International Red 
Cross and of the Geneva Conventions by the New Zealand Red 
Cross Society. Nurses are issued with a copy of the booklet 
"The Rights and Duties of Nurses under the Geneva Con
ventions. "

The New Zealand Red Cross Society

11. Some aspects of the extensive role of the N.Z. Red Cross in the 
dissemination of humanitarian law have been noted above. The 
N.Z. Society's separate Report to the International Committee of 
the Red Cross provides a detailed account of their involvement in 
dissemination.
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NEW ZEALAND RED CROSS

1. Youth

1.1. In 1978 the Society purchased 450 copies of the League/ICRC 
"Red Cross Teaching Guide" for distribution to Youth Officers 
and all Intermediate and Secondary Schools in New Zealand.

1.2. A special issue of the Youth magazine "Challenge" depicting the 
history of the Red Cross, its Principles and the Geneva Con
ventions was distributed to schools in the third term of 1978.

2. Publicity

Two posters were produced for distribution to Red Cross Centres 
and Branches for public display and use in schools. One set out 
the Geneva Conventions and one the Principles of the Red Cross.

3. Seminars

3.1. The New Zealand Red Cross contributed financially to the First 
Asian Seminar on Dissemination of international humanitarian law 
held in Kuala Lumpur in November 1978 and sent a delegate to 
represent the Society.

3.2. In December 1978 the Society conducted a seminar in Wellington 
attended by New Zealand Red Cross delegates and representatives 
from Government Departments and the University. A panel of 
experts included representatives from the ICRC, the Australian 
Defence Department and the Victoria University Law Faculty.

Recommendations from the Seminars were as follows :

a) Formal Education

1. The working group recommends that the Red Cross 
Society (a) offers the services of its personnel and 
material resources as needed and applicable to the 
Education Department, especially in relation to pro
grammes which may lend themselves to the dissemination 
of the Conventions and Protocols and (b) ask that 
consideration be given within social studies syllabus 
guidelines for new entrants through to form 4 to use 
the opportunities to develop resources and support new 
and existing programmes.

2. That the Society consider provision of in-training for 
nurses and doctors in the area of humanitarian law.

3. That the Society write to the universities, teachers and 
colleges seeking their active support for the teaching of 
international humanitarian law and offering, within the 
limits of its resources, its support for such teaching.
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4. That this Seminar consider proposing to the Government 
the establishment by the Society and the Government of 
an appropriate joint national co-ordinating mechanism to 
advise Government and Red Cross on the dissemination 
of international humanitarian law.

b) Public Education

involvement in places where humanitarian law is in
volved, e.g. Botswana and East Timor.

1. Government Co-ordinating 
obligations as a signatory.

Committee - stressing its

2. Red Cross Committee to develop 
to Centres and Branches.

material and promote it

3. Use of regional seminars 
Project.

under the National Training

4. Maximum use of the mass media stressing New Zealand

5. National Headquarters to involve dissemination specialists, 
e.g. lawyers, medical profession, churches.

6. Local co-ordinating groups based on regions as appro
priate involving specialists and law people to dis
seminate .

7. Kitsets for speakers at the level appropriate.

8. Approaches to government and business to sponsor 
finance of material, travel, seminars. Provision for a 
budget in National Council as necessary.

9. General long-term programme to inform the public of the 
law and that no opportunity is lost in the meantime to 
keep the principles of Red Cross before the public.

This seminar was styled "The Mac Riding Seminar" in honour 
of the New Zealander who lost his life in Vietnam in 1975 
when leading the Society's Sixth Welfare Team.

3.3. The opportunity was taken to introduce the topic of I HL into 
national seminars held for Red Cross personnel.

4. Achievements

4.1. Representations were made to the Minister of Foreign Affairs by 
the Society outlining recommendations (a) 4 and (b) 1 which arose 
from the 1978 seminar.

The New Zealand Committee of Dissemination of Humanitarian 
Law was established in the course of the year and its inaugural 
meeting was held on 14th November 1980. The Committee com
prises respresentatives of the Ministry of Defence, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Department of Education, Department of Justice, 
NZ Red Cross Society and two individuals, namely, Professor K. 
Keith and Professor R.Q. Quentin-Baxter. At its inaugural 
meeting, Professor Keith was elected Chairman of the Committee.
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The Committee has a broad mandate to advise the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs on the ways in which the New Zealand Government may best 
meet its responsibilities for the dissemination of international humani
tarian law under the 1949 Geneva Conventions and 1977 Additional 
Protocols. It is also required to encourage and co-ordinate planning in 
implementation of the dissemination programme by other interested 
bodies, including this Society, and to offer advice on such programmes 
where appropriate. It is required to encourage the dissemination of 
humanitarian law not only through the Government and the Red Cross 
but also through channels such as the universities, the medical 
profession, the churches and the public at large. Finally, it is 
required to review from time to time the content and adequacy of dis
semination programmes and report thereon to the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs.

The Committee has held two meetings since its establishment and good 
practical progress has been made. Professor Keith has approached 
other universities in New Zealand and suggested ways in which humani
tarian law can be incorporated into university subject matter in 
addition to material covered in the law faculties.

The Committee has reviewed what is currently being done in New 
Zealand and is prepared to support the Red Cross Society/Education 
Department request to the Government Printer to have the Sanders' 
Resource Kits submitted to printers as soon as possible. (4.2 below 
refers).

4.2. Recommendation (a) 1 from the 1978 seminar received the support 
of the Education Department with the secondment of a senior 
social studies teacher to the Society for four school terms for the 
purpose of preparing resource material for schools embodying the 
Geneva Conventions and humanitarian priciples of Red Cross. A 
series of nine units have been compiled, designed to fit the 
yearly themes of the Dept, of Education Form 1-4 Social Studies 
Guidelines. They are

War II

Unit One Form 1 Cultural Difference : The Ethiopian High 
landers.

Unit T wo Form 2 Interaction with the physical Environ
ment : Cyclones along the Bay of 
Bengal Coast.

Unit Three Form 2 Political Interaction : Creation of 
Bangladesh.

Unit Four Form 2 Competition for Scarce Resources : 
Refugees from Burma.

Unit Five Form 3 Social Control : International Law of War

Unit Six Form 4 Social Change : Red Cross during World
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Unit Seven Form 4 Social Change : Henry Dunant, the
founder of the Red Cross Movement.

Unit Eight Form 4 Value Conflict : The Japanese prisoners 
of War at Featherston.

Unit Nine Form 4 Social Change : Mac Riding and the 
Red Cross Welfare Team in Vietnam.

6th

Five of these units were tested in some 40 schools and the res
ponse was favourable. Some modifications have been made and 
the Education Department had been requested to print and dis
tribute four units in the coming year. Other avenues are being 
explored to ensure there is as little delay as possible in getting 
the units into schools. The NZ Red Cross Society have under
taken to print one unit this year. It is expected there will be an 
increased demand on Red Cross for resource material and films 
such as 'PAX' once the units are introduced into schools.

5. In June 1980 the Society contributed to a Training Programme at 
the 2nd Field Hospital Trentham for Territorial Medical Corps 
volunteers. The focus of the lectures was to raise awareness of 
the provisions of the Geneva Conventions, particularly those 
relating to medical personnel.

6. International Youth Camp

A workshop session on international humanitarian law was held at 
the International Youth Meeting in January 1981.

7. PAX

In addition to the copy bought by the Society, the National Film 
Library has purchased five copies which will be available on loan 
to schools.

8. Ratification of the Additional Protocols

The New Zealand Committee of Dissemination of Humanitarian Law 
has noted the progress being made towards ratification of the 
Additional Protocols by the NZ Government.

9. Proposed Seminar

It is proposed to hold a seminar at the end of the year directed 
towards progressing dissemination through Red Cross membership 
to the public and to ensure that the school resource kits are 
effectively used by Red Cross Youth Officers.
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NIGERIAN RED CROSS

Our dissemination procedure is through our regular courses, First 

Aid, Home - Nursing and Disaster Relief to our volunteers both 

in the open and institutional detachments. The Seminar proposed by 

the ICRC in 1978 is yet to materialise. That will provide a wonderful 

opportunity in spreading this knowledge to a cross section of the 

Nigerian Community, all arms of Governmental Services inclusive, and 

we eagerly look forward to it.

1
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NORWAY

In addition to the permanent educational programmes on the Geneva 

Conventions, the Norwegian National Defence has since the last report 

in 1977 taken the following measures :

In 1977 the National Defence issued a course on International Law in 

Armed Conflicts, and two years later, an advanced course on the same 

subject was issued. The courses are used in different educational 

instructions of the Armed Forces, and are primarily intended for 

officers and instructors, but can also be taken by conscripts.

A revision of the existing regular educational programmes on the 

Geneva Conventions and on International Law in Armed Conflicts for 

the conscripts is in progress. The revision is based on a recently 

elaborated set-up consisting of five lessons with a teacher's aid and a 

folder which will be distributed to all conscripts.

Furthermore, the Civil Defence Directorate published in 1980 a folder 

on "The Civil Defence in International Law in Armed Conflicts", which 

primarily deals with the new rules on civil defence in articles 61 - 67 

of the first additional Protocol.

It can also be mentioned that it has been proposed that the military 

jurists should be given the function of "legal advisers," in accordance 

with additional Protocol I, art. 82. As a preparation to this, a certain 

degree of instruction is being given to all lawyers who will be 

mobilized.
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NORWEGIAN RED CROSS

INTRODUCTION

During the last few years, the Norwegian Red Cross has pulled off 
the trigger for a program of dissemination of international humani
tarian law and the Red Cross idea.

At the initiative of the International Conference of the Red Cross in 
Teheran in 1973, (Resolution no VII on dissemination of international 
humanitarian law and the Red Cross idea) and in the spirit of the 
Diplomatic Conference on international humanitarian law, 1974-1977, 
the Norwegian Red Cross Committee for dissemination of the Geneva 
Conventions was established in 1974. In 1978 the Norwegian Red 
Cross engaged a person to work with the dissemination of the 
Geneva Conventions and the Red Cross idea.

Furthermore, as a consequence of the final act of the International 
UNESCO conference in Vienna in 1978, which states that international 
humanitarian law and Human rights are part of the same humanitarian 
system, the Committee's mandate was extended to deal also with 
Human rights. By relating international humanitarian law to the 
Human rights system, we hope to find a liaison to a better under
standing of humanitarian law and international solidarity.

Another factor which counted when enlarging the Committee's 
mandate was the Norwegian Government's proposition to Parliament in 
1978 on the International Humanitarian system. The Red Cross is 
especially mentioned as an important factor of the fulfilment of 
Human rights in its pursuit of the social and economical rights in its 
work in case of catastrophy.

The following report has its origin in a lecture on the subject of 
dissemination which was held at a seminar at the Henry-Dunant 
Institute, Geneva, in May 1979.

THE STRUCTURE AND METHOD OF DISSEMINATION OF THE CON
VENTIONS AND THE RED CROSS IDEA IN NORWAY

The Geneva Conventions being the bases and the basic idea of the 
Red Cross, they always have to be introduced together with their 
humanitarian origin. However, the special obligations which are 
linked to the dissemination of the Conventions have led to a two- 
parted strategy for the dissemination work in Norway. Therefore we 
treat the Geneva Conventions and the Red Cross idea apart.
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A. The Geneva Conventions

The external work has been given priority. As a main guide
line, we refer to the work of the authorities and other organi
sations in the field when we find it useful. Another strategy is 
to incorporate the Geneva Conventions in relevant existing 
material. The Norwegian Red Cross is a member of national 
coordination committees on Human rights and is as such able to 
know the development concerning the subject in the country.

Target groups included in the present program are :

a) Armed Forces
b) Education system
c) Inside Red Cross
d) The General public.

Responsible for the work is the Research consultant in 'co
operation with the Norwegian Red Cross Committee for the 
Geneva Conventions. The Committee has asked the Norwegian 
authorities for the formal official support needed to fulfill the 
tasks of dissemination. Such a formal support has not been 
given until now, and is not expected to be given until the 
Norwegian government has ratified the 1977 Protocols additional 
to the Geneva Conventions.

B. The Red Cross Idea

1. The basic idea of the Red Cross should be incorporated in 
all general information on the Red Cross.

2. In the attempt to develop the Red Cross idea, the priority 
will be given to the Red Cross, its members, functionaries 
and representatives.

The following model will be followed for the work with the Red 
Cross idea. The aim shall be to spread the Red Cross idea and 
create members of the Norwegian Red Cross. The idea shall be 
the basis for our members to choose Red Cross activities as well 
as to take part in the preparation of principle programs for the 
Norwegian Red Cross. To reach this aim, we have to go 
through a continuing education process. The basic material for 
this educational process shall be ; Jean Pictet's "The principles 
of the Red Cross", a Summary of the Tansley Report, "Red 
Cross in action" (Norwegian version), "The Norwegian Red 
Cross in short".

In connection with the studies, different subjects will be dis
cussed, such as : "What is neutrality according to Jean 
Pictet ?", "How do you define the concept of neutrality ?", 
"The role of voluntary work in the 1980's", etc.

In addition to these studies, concrete Red Cross work has to be 
discussed : "Why was X a Red Cross activity" ?, "What has to 
be made differently next time ?", "Why did X bring us to 
success ?".
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Implementation : The studies have to be incorporated in the 
education courses in the Norwegian Red Cross. The experiences 
from this work shall be gathered locally and centrally every 
year and discussed thoroughly.

A study plan will be worked out and introduced in one district 
in 1981 as a pilot project.

THE PROGRAMME OF ACTION FOR THE DISSEMINATION OF THE 
GENEVA CONVENTIONS

A. Analysing the situation

The first task of the Committee for the Geneva Conventions was 
to analyse the actual situation in Norway concerning the know
ledge of international humanitarian law.

In the summer of 1974, the Committee contacted the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Defence and the Ministry of 
Education. It took about two years before all the answers were 
collected.

The conclusions, based on their analysis, were : with the 
exception of the Armed Forces, there was little or no training, 
nor any relevant material on the Geneva Conventions in the 
Norwegian education system. Exception also has to be made for 
the nursing schools and the Norwegian Red Cross Nursing 
Schools in particular. But even here, the analysis shows, there 
is no systematic training.

Concerning the Armed Forces, the Committee had the impression 
that the picture was too nicely drawn. We know that the sol
diers' organization complained about the lack of training in 
international humanitarian law in 1977.

To the Committee, it seemed that everything had to be done. 
The Red Cross had to attack the education system, material had 
to be produced. Inside the Norwegian Red Cross, also lack of 
material and systematic training was apparent.

B . Organizing the program

To work out material and to initiate production of education 
plans and material for the Norwegian Red Cross and other 
groups of society were the next steps of the Committee's work. 
This can be seen as the second step of a four stage rocket. 
This second step will be concluded during 1981. The third and 
the fourth steps are the implementation of dissemination and to 
make a program for the future dissemination work.

Our first target, as the "most important client", were the Mili
tary Forces.
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IV. THE PROBLEMS OF DISSEMINATION

Little or nothing had been done during the last 30 years and the 
Committee had to start at the beginning. The Committee had to find 
out specific material for the different target groups.

The Military Forces : a problem which will always exist concerning 
the humanitarian laws of war is the following contradiction : inter
national humanitarian law is made and given its form by politicians 
and not by armed forces. The politician tells the military to keep the 
law, but at the same time he also expects from him to win the war. 
We see the tendency that the military, in spite of their obligations, 
very easily forget about the Geneva Conventions and discard it in 
their training programs. As a consequence, officers and common 
soldiers do not learn all they should about the Geneva Conventions. 
And if a young fellow, for instance a Red Cross member, or a fellow 
devoted to humanitarian ideals, starts asking too many questions in 
this field, he will often be told to keep his mouth shut, not ne
cessarily because the officer is against the law, but often because 
the officer does not know enough about the law to be able to answer 
the questions properly.

The education system ; in spite of the obligation made to the author
ities to teach international humanitarian law, this is not said speci
fically in the curricula. There is nothing about the subject either in 
schoolbooks. At university level, the Red Cross approach has been 
kindly received, but the University expressed regret that there was 
no adequate material on the subject. The Norvegian School for the 
police does not see why it should put international humanitarian law 
on the curriculum.

Social and Health Services : the problem with the Red Cross nursing 
schools in Norway is that the Norwegian Red Cross is only owner of 
the schools. The organization has no influence on the selection of 
the pupils. It has been decided however that all Red Cross nursing 
schools shall give a 24 hours introduction to the Red Cross.

The faculty of medicine is of the opinion that the training doctors 
receive when entering the military service after their studies will 
give them enough knowledge of the Geneva Conventions (they seem 
to forget that 40% of medical students in Norway today are women).

The Red Cross world ; most Red Cross active members are linked to 
the organization through the practical work they do in their section. 
Most of the time they have little or no feeling for the Red Cross as 
such. They care little about how to analyse the more profound 
reasons of why to become a Red Cross member. Often they feel that 
the Geneva Conventions (as well as the Red Cross idea) are of very 
little concern to them. They know about the International Red Cross 
of course, but very few have any special knowledge of the ICRC and 
the Committee's merely official role in time of war.
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Other problems - public at large : another great problem related to 
dissemination of international humanitarian law in Norway is the fact 
that the war (II World War) ended 35 years ago. In people's minds, 
there could not possibly be any other war in Norway. This hope is 
so strong that the population does not feel that the "law of war" 
concerns them.

There is also another problem. When presenting the Geneva Con
ventions, they seem so perfect in their principles and so far from 
what war seems to be in reality as presented through the radio, TV 
and newpapers. People tend to think that the Conventions cannot 
function. Therefore it is important to have examples of cases 
when the Conventions have been respected.

V. IMPLEMENTATION OF DISSEMINATION

As a consequence of its activity in the field, the Norwegian Red 
Cross has been invited to take part in several official groups work
ing with Human rights and the teaching of Human rights in Norway.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs appointed a group to work with 
Human rights in Norway in 1980, "The Committee for Human Rights", 
consisting of members from Human rights organizations (international 
in character), research specialists on Human rights (such as Asbjorn 
Eide, Torkel Opsahl and Jan Helgesen), and members of Parliament.

"The Committee for Human Rights" has several undergroups which 
are working on different topics; they are :

1. The Refugee question - Norwegian politics in the field.

2. The equality of status for men and women.

3. The development of the Conference on disarmament and peace 
in Europe (Madrid I98I).

4. Research on Human rights.

5. The teaching of Human rights.

6. The implementation of Human rights.

7. Minority groups.

The Norwegian Red Cross is a member of group 5 (Teaching of 
Human rights}, and of group 6 (The implementation of Human rights} 
Through the group on the teaching of Human rights, the Norwegian 
Red Cross has taken part in the production of a pedagogical guide
line on Human rights, and a book for secondary schools on Human 
rights (in both publications, the Geneva Conventions are also 
treated).
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A. The Military

The Norwegian Red Cross has taken an active part in the process 
which has resulted in revising the education curriculum for the 
soldiers concerning the law of war. The whole program has in fact 
been under reconsideration and will be extended. New material has 
also been produced by the military forces. The civil defence organi
zation has worked out a new handbook. Furthermore, the Norwegian 
Red Cross Committee for the Geneva Conventions has initiated a 
process by which the Legal Advisory System in Norway is under 
complete revision. Two young experts on humanitarian law, both 
related to the Norwegian Red Cross, will have central roles in the 
future legal advisory system in this country. The Norwegian General 
Advocate Odd Blomdal is head of the Committee for the Geneva 
Conventions.

Another point to mention concerning the military forces is that the 
Norwegian Red Cross has obtained a permanent contact in the armed 
forces to deal with Red Cross matters in connection with inter
national humanitarian law. On several occasions, the Norwegian Red 
Cross has already been consulted concerning the content of the 
Additional Protocols.

B . The education system

Through its membership in the different committees dealing with 
Human rights, the Norwegian Red Cross is able to be currently 
informed on developments on the subject. We are to a certain 
extent able to incorporate the Geneva Conventions to the 
teaching material on Human Rights, as has been the case for 
the already mentioned pedagogical guidelines on Human rights 
and the book "Liberty - Equality - Community".

The University : The Norwegian Red Cross has initiated and 
given support to "An introduction to the Law of War" by Morten 
Ruud, edited in 1980 by Gyldendal Norsk Forlag. This new 
book on international humanitarian law is ment for University 
students.

The Norwegian Red Cross is giving a scholarship to a student 
who is willing to make a written work on the Geneva Con
ventions. This scholarship has been given for the first time to 
Jan Egeland in 1980, and cover a 3 month's stay in Geneva.

Secondary school : It has already been mentioned that the 
Norwegian Red Cross has taken part in the production of a 
Teaching book on Human rights and the Geneva Conventions 
and the pedagogical guidelines for the teaching on Human rights 
("Alternativ no. 7" 1979).
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Primary schools : 32 slides on the Geneva Conventions prepared 
by the Committee for the Geneva Conventions are under produc
tion. With the slides comes a working booklet and a taped 
conversation that explains the Geneva Conventions' most impor
tant rules. The slides series is supposed to be used inside the 
Red Cross as well as in the schools.

Reminding them of the dissemination obligation according to the 
Geneva Conventions, the Norwegian Red Cross has written to 
the publishers of schoolbooks and to several authors asking 
them to include the Geneva Conventions in the textbooks that 
are used in the schools.

C. Social and Health Services

A 24 hours program for the Norwegian Red Cross has been 
worked out for the Red Cross Nursing Schools.

A seminar on the program is to be held in 1981, the chosen 
topics being : The Geneva Conventions, National preparedness, 
I nternational preparedness, and the Visitors Service in hospi
tals.

A teaching book on "The Geneva Conventions for nurses" is to 
be written by the Committee on the Geneva Conventions in 
1981.

The Medical Students : as we have very little response from the 
people responsible for the medical students, we are not giving 
priority to this group at present.

The public at large : in 1981, small booklets on the Geneva 
Conventions have been produced by the Norwegian Red Cross.

VI. A PROGRAM FOR THE FUTURE

The stage of implementation of dissemination of the Geneva Con
ventions is still at its beginning. The work done so far is based on 
the program made by the dissemination Committee. In I98I a syste
matic program to reach the public at large and the Red Cross world 
will be worked out. For the public at large, the Committee will also 
define the different target groups and the distribution of material.

We will also make a plan to reach the mass-media. The Committee will 
further reconsider the training on the Geneva Conventions inside the 
Red Cross. When the Norwegian Government has ratified the Addi
tional Protocols, the Committee will prepare seminars for different 
target groups.



TABLE ON THE DISSEMINATION OF THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS AND RED CROSS IDEA ANNEX I

Military Forces

Means of 
dissemination

Target Group

Coordination 
body

Scholarship Seminars 1981 Attitude toward 
dissemination

Education 
material

Littérature 
initiated or 
made by 
Norwegian

Red Cross

Military
Forces

Pedagogical 
center for

Positive Yes

Police Negative

Education 
system

Foreign Minis
tries Committee 
for Human 
Rights

University
Level, 1980
1981

Positive Primary Schools
Slides series
1981

Yes
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Social and
Health Services

Nursing School
T eachers

Positive Program on
Red Cross for
Nursing Schools

Yes

i

i

Teaching book 
for Nurses 1981

Red Cross Idea

Public at large Little experience Yes

I nside
Red Cross

Nordic seminar 
on dissemination 
and Research 
agency

Long way to go Yes

Study program 
to be introduced
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ANNEX II

LITTERATURE ON THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS AND RED 
AVAILABLE IN THE NORWEGIAN RED CROSS

The Geneva Conventions

"A summary of the Geneva Conventions"
Norwegian Red Cross 1954,
revised in 1964, Sten Florelius.

"The Geneva Conventions for Medical Personnel"
Norwegian Red Cross, 1972, revised in 1979.

International Law of War I and II
The Military Forces' correspondence school
1977 and 1979. Odd Blomdal.

Parliamentary announcement 102 1078/79
about 1977 Protocols additional to the Geneva 
Conventions.
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 1979.

"Human Rights in armed conflicts"
Odd Blomdal, Norwegian Red Cross 1980

"What are the Geneva Conventions ?"
Booklet, Norwegian Red Cross 1980

"The Law of War"
Morten Ruud, Tanum/Norli Forlag 1980

"Freedom - Equality - Community"
Human rights in today's world
Gyldendal forlag 1980

Alternative no. 7, UN-Sambandet 1979
Human rights, education plans
Ordered at UN-Sambandet.

Slides-series published by the
International Committee of the
Red Cross.

In course of preparation

Slides-series on the Geneva Conventions
with conversation and workbook.

Translation of J. Moreillon's lecture on
the Geneva Conventions,
Oslo, November 1979, Norwegian Red Cross' 
lecture files.

CROSS IDEA

Target group

Red Cross course

Health personnel

Military Forces

Public at large

Norwegian Red
Cross course and 
public at large

Public at large

University

Secondary education 
at advanced level

Teachers at all 
levels

Public at large

The nine-year schools 
and Red Cross members

Red Cross 
representatives
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OMAN

The Government of the Sultanate of Oman has continued to work for 
the dissemination and putting into practice of the Geneva Conventions 
and the fundamental principles of Human Rights since the Accession 
to power of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos Ibn Said, in 1970.

In 1976, when the rebellion was at an end, several rebels and their 
families gave themselves up to the Omani authorities. His Majesty's 
Government gave them a benevolent and humanitarian reception, 
offering conditions for social rehabilitation and integration to those 
who sincerely so desired and reducing as far as possible the 
sentences incurred by rebels guilty under the law. Many ex-rebels 
are nowadays honourable and prosperous citizens, enjoying the 
confidence of the authorities.

The application of such practices, in conformity with the humanitarian 
spirit of the Geneva Conventions and the general principles of Human 
Rights, remains a point of honour and prestige for the Government of 
His Majesty and the Sultanate of Oman.
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PAKISTAN RED CRESCENT

In pursuance of Resolution No VII passed by th 23rd International Red 
Cross Conference held at Bucharest in October 1977, the Pakistan Red 
Crescent Society carried out various activities in the field of implemen
tation and dissemination of Geneva Conventions and International Humani 
tarian Law. A resume of activities undertaken by the Society during 
1978-81 is as follows:

A. Printed material for dissemination:

In order to disseminate the Geneva Conventions and International 
Humanitarian Law, literature was printed and distributed as under:

i) Armed Forces : Keeping in view the fact that the Geneva 
Conventions are primarily related to the Armed Forces, a 
booklet titled “Soldier's Manual", in Urdu, was printed and 
issued to all units.

ii) Educational institutions : Booklets “Red Crescent and my 
country" for students and "Red Crescent and my country" for 
teachers, were printed and distributed to all educational 
institutions in the country, through the Red Crescent bran
ches. At present, International Humanitarian Law is taught in 
three Universities in the country. In this connection a re
quest was also made to the ICRC for providing documentation 
and information on the subject to the Universities.

¡ii) Dissemination to the General Public : A booklet, "Geneva 
Conventions", written in Urdu, giving the outlines of the 
Conventions, the ICRC, its aims and scope, was printed and 
distributed to the general public. The public is also acquain
ted with the Geneva Conventions during membership cam
paigns .

B. Society's delegation to the First Asian Seminar on International 
Humanitarian Law held in Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia)-
November 14-24, 1978 :

A four member delegation (2 delegates and 2 observers) under the 
leadership of Lt Gen Fahim Ahmad Khan, a member of the 
Managing Body, was sent to attend the above Seminar organised 
jointly by the ICRC and the Malaysian Red Crescent Society with a 
view to study the nature of International Humanitarian Law in 
general and to seek the most appropriate methods for spreading 
International Humanitarian Law among members of the Armed 
Forces, Universities, Schools and the general public in Asia. 
Consequent upon the conclusions and recommendations of the 
Seminar and report of the leader of delegation, the following 
additional steps have been taken in the field:

i) The Government of Pakistan has been approached with the 
suggestion to set-up a Committee, having PRCS as a member, 
for dissemination of Geneva Conventions as widely as 
possible, with a special reference to Articles 83 of Protocol I 
and 19 of Protocol II additional to the Geneva Conventions.
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ii) 1000 posters on "Fundamental Rules of International Humani
tarian Law Applicable in Armed Conflicts" were printed and 
distributed to Armed Forces and the Red Crescent branches.

iii) 1000 booklets entitled "You and International Humanitarian 
Law" were published and distributed to Armed Forces and the 
Red Crescent branches.

iv) Seminar on dissemination of International Humanitarian Law held 
on 22~23 February, 1981.

The Society organised this Seminar with the collaboration of 
its Punjab Red Crescent branch. The Seminar was attended 
by people from all walks of life, including defence service 
personnel. Lectures on various subjects connected with Huma
nitarian Law were delivered by eminent Judges and 
Executives.
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PAPUA-NEW-GUINEA RED CROSS

Although we have been rather inactive in the dissemination 
of IHL, here are our few activities in this area :

1. Participation of PNG in Kuala Lumpur Seminar on IHL.

2. Discussion with law students and faculty members on 
IHL by Dr, Ikenna Nwokolo, delegate to tie Kuala Lumpur 
Seminar.

3. Attempt by Dr. Nwokolo to organize an interagency/inter- 
disciplinary committee on IHL(not successful yet.)

4. Distribution of ICRC and Australian Red Cross Society 
literature on IHL to appropriate Departments and 
institutions of higher learning.

5. Inclusion of IHL in SG's lectures to Administration 
College students last year.

6. Inclusion of IHL in field officer's training course 
and 1981 National Workshop.

7. Inclusion of Geneva Conventions in training of military 
personnel (presently not carried out by Red Cross 
officers).

8. Ordering of "Soldiers's Manual" and Australian Red Cross 
Society booklets to be distributed to officers in 
Papua New Guinea Defence Force.

9. Organization of the "International Relations Committee 
of the National Council of the Papua New Guinea Red 
Cross Society". This Committee, among other activities, 
has explored ideas for dissemination of IHL. It is 
also investigating the current status of acceptance
of the 1977 Protocols by the PNG governments, and has 
canvassed Sister Societies about concerns in this area.
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PARAGUAYAN RED CROSS

We have been compiling data for years. We have appointed two 

lawyers to disseminate international humanitarian law. We have no 

objection to raise in this respect.
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PERUVIAN RED CROSS

The Peruvian Red Cross Society, on the basis of recommenda
tions issued by the Meeting of Presidents of Area 02 which took 
place in La Paz in February 1980, concentrated in its Central 
Committee the management of international humanitarian law, 
assigning that task to Mr. Gustavo Villegas del Solar, a final- 
year law student of the Pontificia Universidad Católica del 
Perú.

The steps taken since that date are :

1. Attendance at the First Regional, Inter-American and
National Seminar for the dissemination of international 
humanitarian law and fundamental Red Cross principles, 
held on 7 June in Uruguay.

2. Contact with the rectors and professors of international 
law at the universities - Católica, Nacional Mayor de San 
Marcos, San Martín de Porres and Federico Villareal - in 
order to interest them in including international humani
tarian law into their courses.

3. Attendance at the Fifth Introductory Course on international 
activities of the Red Cross, held in Madrid on 25 November 
1980.

4. On 27 February 1981 was held in Lima the First National
Seminar on the dissemination of international humanitarian 
law, at which the ICRC made contact with university circles.
The ICRC sent two lecturers, Mr. Robert Gaillard-Moret and 
Mrs. Sylvie Junod, to this seminar.

5. Through the Joint Armed Forces Command, naval captain
José Duffoo Boza, a member of this central committee, was 
assigned to attend the seminar for the armed forces which 
was to be held in Bogota.

6. The Red Cross Study Centre was set up under Mr. Alberto 
Quirola, in which each week some 60 people are informed 
about the ICRC, the League, international humanitarian 
law and so on.

7. Through the Junior Red Cross and 560 colleges, children 
and youths are taught the fundamental Red Cross principles 
and the meaning of the protective sign.

8. The Universidad Católica del Peru has this year included 
international humanitarian law in its courses.

9. Approaches to other universities are continuing in order 
to persuade them also to give instruction in that subject.
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PHILIPPINE NATIONAL RED CROSS

1 . The dissemination module being employed is mainly orientation or
lecture. Handouts and visual aids are used and an open forum is
declared following the orientation.

2. Since 1977, the PNRC has conducted a series of small-scale
dissemination campaigns in which briefings on the Red Cross 
movement and the Geneva Conventions were given to over 200,000 
individuals composed mostly of Junior Red Cross teacher
sponsors, Red Cross Youth and Juniors, nurses and nursing 
students and specialized volunteers. Special mention is made of 40 
military medical personel who attended a seminar-workshop on 
disaster preparedness.

Newly recruited members of the PNRC staff attend a session on 
the Red Cross history, principles, component bodies, the Geneva 
Conventions and their 1977 Protocols; and newly-promoted staff 
are given a refresher.

4. Copies of the ICRC pamphlet entitled "Fundamental Principles of 
International Humanitarian Law" and Prof. D. Schindler's article 
on "International Committee of the Red Cross and Human Rights" 
were sent to the minister, deputy minister, heads of offices, and 
public information officers of the Ministry of National Defence as 
well as to the commanding generals and the public information/ 
public relations officers of major branches of the Armed Forces of 
the Philippines and to 49 AFP operating units. Red Cross field 
offices in 11 military installations were furnished a copy each of 
the complete texts of the Geneva Conventions.

5. The Philippine Society of International Law accepted the invitation 
of the PNRC to act as its consultative body in matters pertaining 
to the reaffirmation, development and dissemination of inter
national humanitarian law. The PSIL made a study of the 1977 
Protocols and recommended ratification of Protocol I, with reser
vation, and of Protocol II. Earlier, the texts of the two Protocols 
had been published in the Philippine Yearbook of International 
Law.

6. The dean of the college of law of the University of the Philippines 
announced plans to include the study of human rights and inter
national humanitarian law among three courses in the master of 
laws programm and gave part credit for this initiative to contacts 
made by the Philippine National Red Cross.

7. Special efforts were made during the observance of World Red 
Cross Day every May 8 which included the distribution of dis
semination materials to Red Cross branches and the media sector 
and showings at PNRC Headquarters of slides on the Geneva 
Conventions and films on International Red Cross activities.

8. The Philippine Junior Red Cross Magazine, of which 100,000 
copies per issue are distributed in schools nation-wide, carried in 
one of its 1979 issues 2 1/2 pages of texts and illustrations of 
grave breaches of the Geneva Conventions and their Protocols. 
The Red Cross fundamental principles were illustrated on the 
front cover and the Geneva Conventions on the back cover.
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9. In 1978, selected materials from information kits prepared by the 
League to celebrate World Red Cross Day were sent out to all Red 
Cross branches as part of their reference material on Henry 
Dunant and the movement that he founded. Off-prints of the 
special report on the International Red Cross which appeared as a 
May 8 supplement of the London Times were also distributed to 
the branches.

10. ICRC visits to detention centers in the Philippine which the 
Philippine National Red Cross helped to facilitate had helped to 
raise the consciousness of the military authorities on initiatives 
taken by the ICRC to protect persons affected by armed conflicts 
or internal troubles.
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POLOGNE

Mettant en oeuvre les obligations auxquelles il a souscrit, le 
gouvernement de la République Populaire de Pologne, en tant que 
signataire des Conventions de Genève de 1949, mène et soutient 
une activité dans le domaine de la propagation du droit interna
tional humanitaire et de la mise en pratique de ses principes 
humanitaires. Cette activité est basée sur la thèse que - comme 
l'expérience le montre - la valeur de ces principes découle non 
seulement du fait qu’ils sont approuvés par les différents gou
vernements mais aussi, pour une large part, elle dépend de la 
question de savoir dans quelle mesure ils ont été diffusés parmi 
la population et sont connus par elle et dans quelle mesure ils 
influent sur le comportement des parties dans un conflit armé. 
Ils constituent ainsi un élément important des programmes d'édu
cation destinés à divers milieux sociaux.

En Pologne ces principes sont vulgarisés et diffusés par des ins
titutions créées à cet effet, par un système d'administration, 
d'enseignement et d'éducation, de formation de la conscience juri
dique, professionnelle et morale, propre à l'organisation étatique 
de la vie nationale. Ce sont surtout les institutions juridiques 
et étatiques ainsi que les établissements d'enseignement civil et 
militaire qui coopèrent dans ce domaine. Les principes humanitai
res sont popularisés au travers de la culture et des traditions 
nationales en établissant un lien étroit avec la popularisation de 
tout le système universel de principes et de valeurs morales.

En matière de popularisation des principes du droit humanitaire, 
deux thèses fondamentales sont mises en avant :
1. Le lien étroit entre ces principes et l'idée de paix. L'acti

vité réelle en faveur d'une paix durable, de l'élimination de 
la guerre des relations internationales, en faveur de la 
coexistence pacifique et de la coopération entre les nations, 
de la solution pacifique des conflits internationaux, est un 
principe approuvé avec conséquence par tout le peuple et par 
l'Etat polonais. Alors que l'action pour le respect des 
principes humanitaires pendant le combat, l'assistance aux 
victimes de guerre, la protection des valeurs humaines, morales 
et matérielles qu'il est possible de sauvegarder, même pendant 
les activités de combat, est une tâche plus immédiate.
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C’est la raison pour laquelle on attache une si grande 
importance aux principes du droit international humanitaire 
en tant qu'instrument d'éducation dans l'esprit de paix et 
en tant qu'élément important de la mise en pratique de la 
Déclaration sur la préparation des sociétés à vivre dans la 
paix, adoptée par 1'Assemblée générale des Nations Unies, 
sur l'initiative de la Pologne.
Nombreuses sont les formes d'activités, telles les publica
tions, discussions, colloques, rencontres nationales et inter
nationales des jeunes ainsi que l'éducation quotidienne à 
l'école, en famille, dans les diverses institutions d'éducation 
et organisations sociales, qui favorisent la formation de 
comportements pacifiques, de la volonté de vivre dans la paix 
et de défendre la paix.

2. L'établissement d'un lien entre les principes du droit inter
national humanitaire et l'éducation dans l'esprit de compré
hension mutuelle, du respect et de la volonté de porter assis
tance. Il sert par conséquent à consolider les règles morales 
de coexistence entre les gens dans les conditions habituelles 
de paix, à relever la culture interhumaine et constitue ainsi 
un élément important de l'éducation sociale. Il s'agit en 
même temps de créer les conditions et un climat social qui 
favoriseraient les comportements conformes à ces principes et 
d'exercer une influence aussi bien sur les organisations et 
les institutions sociales que sur les individus.
La propagation des principes humanitaires est confortée par 
des actions concrètes - l'assistance aux nécessiteux et la 
libération des initiatives sociales visant à réduire les souf
frances et les sacrifices de l'homme, surtout dans les domaines 
suivants :

la réduction des conséquences des désastres naturels, des 
épidémies, etc. à travers la participation aux actions 
de solidarité,
la réduction des conséquences, néfastes pour l'homme, de 
la dégradation du milieu naturel, entre autres par des 
programmes en matière de protection de l'environnement et 
par l’instruction sanitaire,
l'assistance sociale aux personnes âgées, aux malades et 
aux handicapés.

La popularisation des principes du droit international humanitaire 
est faite dans les divers milieux :

I Les forces armées
La question de l'enseignement du droit international des conflits 
armés destiné aux soldats est réglée dans l'armée polonaise au 
niveau national, sur la base d'un arrêté du Ministre de la Défense 
Nationale. L'arrêté du Ministre de la Défense Nationale du 24 mai
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1968, actuellement en vigueur, impose aux commandants l'obliga
tion d'enseigner cette matière dans les unités et cela de deux 
façons :5

dans le cadre d'un programme régulier de formation des soldats, 
à travers des actions de popularisation faites sous des formes 
variées et dans divers groupes.

Les directives du chef de la Direction politique centrale de 
l'Armée polonaise du 29 mai 1968, contiennent les indications 
détaillées sur l'enseignement et la popularisation du droit dans 
l'armée. Elles règlent la question de l'enseignement de cette 
matière dans le cadre de différents systèmes de formation (séparé
ment : les soldats du contingent, les écoles supérieures et les 
écoles militaires, différents groupes d'officiers et de sous- 
officiers de carrière) , et recommandent en outre aux différents 
commandements de développer de grandes actions de popularisation 
sous formes de conférences, discussions et sous d'autres formes, 
en fonction des conditions locales. Les juridictions militaires 
et le service juridique de l'armée sont tenus d'y participer.
Les rédactions des périodiques de l'armée ont reçu la tâche de 
publier systématiquement des articles sur ces sujets. L'Académie 
Militaire Politique prépare les manuels et le matériel dydactique. 
Outre les différentes branches du droit interne, l'accent est mis 
sur l'enseignement du droit international des conflits armés. 
L'ensemble des actions en matière d'enseignement et de populari
sation du droit dans l'armée est contrôlé par la Direction politi
que centrale en coordination étroite avec les organes de justice 
militaire.

Les soldats du contingent reçoivent pendant la première année de 
leur service les informations suivantes dans ce domaine :
a) Une brève esquisse historique du droit international des 

conflits armés avec énumération des principaux accords inter
nationaux. On y dénote trois principes fondamentaux en 
vigueur :

l'esprit chevaleresque au combat,
le principe selon lequel il convient d'éviter des 
souffrances inutiles,
un comportement humanitaire à l’égard des vaincus 
et des victimes de guerre;

b) La présentation d'un façon abordable de la notion d'agression;
c) La définition des combattants;
d) Les règles de comportement dans les conflits qui ne revêtent 

pas un caractère international (article 3 des Conventions de 
Genève de 1949);

e) Les moyens et méthodes de combat interdits et l'interdiction 
de développer une propagande en faveur de la guerre (d'après 
la IVe Convention de la Haye et les Conventions de Genève 
ainsi que la loi polonaise sur la défense de la paix, du 29
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décembre 1951);
f) Les règles de protection de la population civile dans les 

conflits armés;
g) Les règles de protection des biens culturels (sur la base 

de la Convention de la Haye de 1954);
h) Les droits et obligations des prisonniers de guerre (d'après 

les Conventions de Genève).

Dans le système de formation des cadres de carrière, le droit de 
guerre est inclus, en tenant compte du niveau de formation, dans 
les programmes des écoles d'officiers. Il entre en outre dans 
les programmes d'enseignement des différents cours de perfection
nement organisés pour les officiers et sous-officiers. Le pro
gramme est varié, toutefois il comprend toujours les principes 
fondamentaux des Conventions de Genève de 1949 ainsi que les 
dispositions internes pertinentes - dont l'arrêté des Ministres 
de la Défense Nationale et de l'intérieur en date du 30 décembre 
1970 sur les cartes d'identité et les plaques d'immatriculation.

Cette matière est traitée le plus largement dans les programmes 
d'enseignement des écoles militaires et des cours post-gradués du 
soir. Dans les deux cas le programme d'enseignement comprend 
environ 40 heures de cours et de travaux dirigés.

Les problèmes suivants y sont traités :
la notion et les sources du droit international des conflits 
armés ainsi que son rôle dans la régulation des conflits 
armés,
les lois et les usages de la guerre qui réglementent la légalité 
des méthodes et des moyens utilisés pendant les hostilités,
les lois et les usages de la guerre sur terre, sur mer et 
dans les airs,
la protection des blessés et des malades, le statut du 
personnel médical et des formations sanitaires,
le statut juridique des prisonniers de guerre,
la protection de la population civile et des biens 
culturels,

-" 1 ' occupation .de guerre,
la neutralité dans le droit international,
les travaux sur le développement du droit des conflits armés, 
dont les travaux du CICR, de la Commission du droit interna
tional de l'ONU, de la Commission du désarmement de l’ONU, 
l'activité des organisations non-gouvernementales et autres.
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Les élèves prennent connaissance de la bibliographie qui leur 
est indiquée.

Le cours se termine par un examen, comme dans le cas des autres 
matières importantes enseignées. A 1’Académie de Médecine qui 
forme les médecins militaires de carrière, le cours de droit 
international des conflits armés prévoit - ce qui est compréhen
sible - une présentation particulièrement approfondie du statut 
juridique, des obligations et des droits du personnel médical 
militaire et des formations sanitaires à la lumière des Conven
tions de Genève. Un cours de droit international humanitaire 
est prévu au programme de la sixième (dernière) année d'études. 
Le personnel moyen et subalterne du service médical militaire 
reçoit une formation analogue. Il en est de même - quoique sous 
une forme abrégée - des médecins et autre personnel médical 
civil lors de leur recyclage.

Lors de la formation post-universitaire des médecins, des médecins 
dentistes et des pharmacologistes militaires, l’accent est mis sur 
les dispositions des le et Ile Conventions de Genève qui concer
nent l'assistance médicale sur les champs de bataille et les 
régies de déploiement et de fonctionnement de l'équipement médical 
sur les champs de bataille, leur sécurité ainsi que le statut du 
personnel médical pendant la guerre. A l'avenir on prévoit 
d'approfondir l'enseignement des problèmes relatifs aux Conventions 
de Genève sur la protection des victimes de guerre dans tous les 
cours dispensés au Centre de Formation Post-universitaire de 
1'Académie Militaire de Médecine.

Le personnel enseignant le droit international dans l'armée se 
compose avant tout de militaires possédant une formation juridique, 
qui font leur service dans la justice et dans des unités de l'armée. 
L'instruction des soldats du contingent est confiée aux officiers- 
commandants (dans la pratique aux commandants de compagnie princi
palement) .

Les militaires avec une formation juridique, et en partie les 
officiers de réserve, constituent le personnel enseignant de base 
du droit international de la guerre dans les écoles supérieures 
civiles, à l'exception des départements dans lesquels est enseigné 
le droit international public. Dans certaines écoles supérieures, 
telles l'Université de Wroclaw ou 1'Académie de Médecine de Varsovie, 
des polycopiés destinés aux étudiants ont été édités dans ce domai
ne sur l'initiative de l'armée. Ce sont surtout des officiers, 
juristes de formation, qui en sont les auteurs.
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II La jeunesse scolarisée
Du point de vue éducatif, l’école en tant qu'institution d'éduca
tion et d'instruction avec tout l'ensemble de facteurs qui 
influent sur les jeunes, c'est-à-dire les organisations sociales 
et les organisations de la jeunesse, est un des principaux 
milieux auxquels sont destinés les programmes de popularisation. 
Dans les programmes scolaires, surtout dans les matières telles 
que l’histoire, la langue maternelle, l'instruction civique et 
autres, sont abordés divers problèmes de nature étique ou morale, 
dont celui de l'éducation des jeunes pour la paix et dans l'esprit 
d’humanitarisme. Dans ce processus d'éducation, ce sont les en
seignants, qui transmettent aux élèves des connaissances et des 
informations judicieusement choisies, qui jouent le rôle essentiel. 
Dans la formation d'attitudes appropriées chez les jeunes, on 
attribue une grande importance à l'activité des organisations, 
telles que la Croix-Rouge Polonaise ou les Eclaireurs, qui contri
buent à consolider des traits de caractère, à inspirer l'activité 
sociale parmi les jeunes et qui permettent d'appliquer les princi
pes d'humanitarisme dans la vie. Ces organisations préparent les 
jeunes à l'activité en faveur des personnes qui ont besoin d'une 
assistance - les personnes âgées, les malades, les handicapés, 
en faveur de la protection de l’environnement, etc. Toute une 
série de rencontres, de discussions, ainsi que d'autres formes de 
popularisation des principes du droit international humanitaire, 
sont organisées à l'école et dans les milieux de jeunes. Diverses 
publications destinées aux jeunes en tiennent compte également.

III Les écoles supérieures
La popularisation du droit humanitaire dans les écoles supérieures 
civiles, surtout dans les écoles de médecine et dans les facultés 
de droit dans les universités, est également un problème intéres
sant .

D'après un sondage effectué l'année dernière à l'Ecole de Médecine, 
ce sont les cercles de la Croix-Rouge Polonaise, les enseignants 
des cours d'instruction militaire ainsi que les professeurs de 
propédeutique médicale en 1ère année, d'histoire de la médecine en 
2ème année et d'étique médicale en 4ème année, qui sont concernés 
par la réalisation du programme dans ce domaine.

Les problèmes liés à la popularisation du droit international huma
nitaire, constituent un élément du programme d'éducation à l'école 
et ont pour objet la formation de certains traits de caractère, 
aussi bien sur le plan professionnel que social et moral, du 
médecin qui devrait allier à la compétence professionnelle une 
attitude humaniste et sociale à l'égard des gens, des problèmes du 
pays et du monde. Dans notre activité éducative, nous faisons 
appel aussi bien aux traditions professionnelles qu'à des personna
lités modèles contemporaines et historiques, nous popularisons un 
système de valeurs basé sur les traditions et les principes du 

I
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droit international humanitaire. Par exemple 1'Académie de 
Médecine de Varsovie a introduit dans son propre programme 
d'enseignement de l'histoire de la médecine un titre qui s'inti
tule :"La culture médicale et son évolution à travers l’histoire 
de la médecine". Les thèmes suivants en font partie :

a) "L'humanitarisme dans l'attitude et l'action des médecins
vis-à-vis des malades à travers l'histoire";

b) "L'attitude vis-à-vis des personnes malades en Pologne
depuis les temps les plus reculés";

c) "Les plus anciennes garanties juridiques à l'égard des
personnes malades, par exemple le Statut de Lithuanie de 
1529 ainsi que l'assistance publique en Pologne".

Un autre titre de ce même programme concerne "L'évolution de la 
pensée déontologique dans la médecine en Pologne et dans le monde".

Dans ce courant d'éducation des futurs médecins, la popularisation 
des principes humanitaires de la Croix-Rouge trouve sa place.

D'autres écoles supérieures, surtout les universités, participent 
également à la popularisation de ces principes. Dans les facultés 
juridiques de nombreuses chaires de droit international traitent 
de ces questions dans le cadre des programmes d'enseignement (par 
exemple 1'Université de Varsovie, 1'Université de Lodz et celle 
de Gdansk, l'Université Jagellonne à Cracovie et d'autres). En 
outre, la popularisation du droit humanitaire se fait par l'inter
médiaire des cercles estudiantins de recherche scientifique, les 
cercles de la Croix-Rouge Polonaise et d'autres organisations 
comme par exemple les cercles des Amis de l'ONU. A l'Université 
de Varsovie un cours de 30 heures sur le "Droit humanitaire des 
conflits armés" était donné ces dernières années pour les étudiants 
préparant leur doctorat et les étudiants en droit.

D’autres actions sont également favorisées, par exemple le choix 
des problèmes du droit international humanitaire pour les mémoi
res de maîtrise ou pour les thèses de doctorat. Cela concerne 
surtout les étudiants en droit ainsi que certaines autres études 
comme par exemple la pédagogie.
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Liste de publications dans le domaine du droit humanitaire 
concernant les conflits armés

1. Le droit international de la guerre - recueil de documents. 
Varsovie. 1978. 407p.

2. M. Flemming - Le traitement de la population civile et des 
prisonniers pendant les hostilités à la lumière du droit 
international (d'après l'état du droit au 1er septembre 
1939) - brochure éditée par la Commission Centrale d'inves
tigation sur les crimes nazis en Pologne, 1979.

3. M. Flemming - La nécessité militaire en tant qu'institution 
du droit international et du droit pénal, article publié 
dans la "Revue Militaire Juridique" No 3, 1977.

4. M. Flemming - L'organisation des tribunaux sur le territoire 
occupé , article publié dans la "Revue Militaire Juridique" 
No 1, 1979.

5. M. Flemming - La défense civile dans le droit international, 
brochure de la bibliothèque "Revue de la défense civile". 
Varsovie. 1978.

6. M. Flemming - Le droit international des conflits armés 
(modifications introduites par les Protocoles additionnels 
de 1977). Varsovie. 1978. Ed. MON pour la formation dans
1'armée.

7. M. Flemming - La défense civile à la lumière du droit inter
national des conflits armés, article publié dans "L'instruc
tion civile à l'école" (bi-mensuel) No 5, 1979.

8. M. Flemming - L'occupation militaire à la lumière du droit 
international. Ed. WAP. 1981. 377p.

9. Dorota Gierycz - La limitation des armes conventionnelles 
pour des raisons humanitaires, article publié dans les 
"Affaires Internationales" No 1, 1980.

10. Dorota Gierycz - Les restrictions internationales à l'emploi 
des moyens de la lutte armée. Ed. WAP. Varsovie. 19 80. 2 77p. 
Monographie.

11. Dorota Gierycz - Les critères de l'interdiction de l'emploi 
des armes dans les relations internationales. "Affaires 
Internationales" No 1, 1980,

12. R. Bierzanek - Reprisals as a Means of Enforcing the Laws of 
Warfare : The Old and New Laws. 19 79.
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13. A. Gorbiel - Les nouveaux principes de la protection 
internationale des victimes des conflits armés. "Cahiers 
scientifiques" No 67, 1979.

14. T. Lesko - Le droit international des conflits armés. 1979 . 
Ed. WAP. Varsovie. 270p.

15. T. Lesko - Le problème du désarmement à la lumière du droit 
international, publié dans :"Tâches et conclusions de 
l'activité idéologique et éducative dans l'armée, à la 
lumière des négociations sur le désarmement en cours".
Ed. MON. Varsovie. 1978. pp. 157-166.

16. T. Lesko - Droit international de la guerre. Règles de 
traitement de la population des parties au combat. Protec
tion des prisonniers de guerre, publié dans : "Problèmes 
politiques et militaires contemporains". Ed. MON. Varsovie.
1979. pp. 72-79.

17. T. Lesko - Problèmes choisis du droit international de la 
guerre. "Bibliothèque du soldat de 1'Unité spéciale de
1'Armée polonaise dans les Forces d'urgence de l'ONU au 
Proche-Orient". Varsovie. 1979. No 2, 96p.

18. T. Lesko - Les conditions juridiques de l'action des groupes 
polonais dans les commissions internationales et dans les 
Forces d'Urgence de l'ONU. "Vingt-cinq ans de missions pour 
la paix de l'Armée Populaire polonaise dans le monde". Ed. 
MON. Varsovie. 1980. pp. 33-46.

19. T. Lesko - Les principes généraux de l'emploi des moyens et 
des méthodes de combat. Les problèmes de la responsabilité 
pour la violation des lois de la guerre. La notion de crimi
nel de guerre et de crime. "Problèmes politiques et militai
res contemporains". Ed. MON. Varsovie. 1980. pp. 103-129.

20. T. Lesko - Le droit international des conflits armés. Ed. 
Juridiques. Varsovie. 1981. env. 242p. (en impression).

21. Mensuel "Jestem" (années 1977 - 1981) les articles suivants :
"Les échos d'une certaine bataille" (pour le 250e anniver

saire d'Henry Dunant) - I. Domanska.
"L'institut Henry Dunant" - K. Kocel.
"Comment populariser les Conventions de Genève" - K. Kocel.
"La popularisation du droit humanitaire" - T. Mallik.
"Le droit international humanitaire" - T. Mallik (20 chapitres)
"Le Comité International de la Croix-Rouge" - I. Domanska 

(5 séries) .
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POLISH RED CROSS

In accordance with Resolution XII passed at the International Red 
Cross Conference at Teheran and Resolution VII passed at Bucharest, 
the Polish Red Cross has set up its own action programme for the 
dissemination of the principles of international humanitarian law and of 
the Red Cross, among both the members of the Society and the public 
at large.

Our country, and especially our National Society, attach considerable 
importance to the dissemination of international humanitarian law, as a 
means of consolidating and spreading the universal humanitarian values 
upon which this law is based. At the same time it is a means of 
educating people generally in a spirit of peace and mutual respect, 
imparting attitudes and standards of behaviour which are desirable 
both towards the individual and between nations, and which are 
expressed by mutual assistance, good will and co-operation.

Activities in this field have increased substantially, particularly in the 
seventies. This development was due to the interest shown in inter
national humanitarian law and to the work of Polish Red Cross 
activists, particularly among young people. These activities gained 
great impetus from the first Red Cross European Seminar on the 
Dissemination of international humanitarian law, held in Warsaw in 
1977.

A centre for the dissemination of international humanitarian law was 
formed in 1977, in accordance with the decision of the board of the 
Polish Red Cross and with the agreement of the international Committee 
of the Red Cross and the governmental authorities. A doctor of law, 
Mr. Tadeusz Mallik, is in charge of the centre, which has an advisory 
board composed of eminent experts on international law and Polish Red 
Cross activists, namely Prof. Remigiusz Bierzanek of Warsaw 
University, Prof. Stanislaw Nahlik of Krakow University, Prof. Roman 
Jasika of the University of Silesia, Col. Zbigniew Kowalczewski as army 
representative, Miss Danuta Zys, Mr. Krysztof Kocel of Lodz 
University as representative of the Polish Junior Red Cross, and 
others.

The centre has a twofold programme : activities to help our own 
country and activities carried out jointly with the ICRC in collaboration 
with the League of Red Cross Societies.

The dissemination work of the Polish Red Cross is conducted in 
various sectors of the population, in particular among schoolchildren 
and students, the public health services, the armed forces and the 
Red Cross members themselves. These activities are carried out in 
agreement with the competent authorities such as the Ministry of Public 
Instruction and of Education, the Ministry of Advanced Education, of 
Science and Technology, the Ministry of National Defence, etc.

The programmes, forms and methods of dissemination, and the auxi
liary material for the various target groups and the instructors 
recruited mainly among the activists of the Polish Red Cross are 
devised and compiled in co-operation with the Centre for Dissemination 
of International Humanitarian Law.
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Our work to disseminate the principles of international humanitarian 
law begins very early on, in primary school. It is undertaken by the 
teachers in schools and young voluntary instructors from the Red 
Cross, with the necessary publications at their disposal, who have 
been duly trained in conferences and special seminars. The dissemin
ation programme in primary schools takes the form of easy discussions, 
competitions and practical activities, with the educational approach 
adapted to the varying subject matter, etc.

In secondary schools we organize courses, seminars and competitions to 
promote knowledge of the history of the Red Cross and the Geneva 
Conventions.

Quite apart from the methods of instruction applied both in primary 
and secondary schools, the dissemination of international humanitarian 
law is included in the activities of the Polish Red Cross school groups. 
There is a total of about 16'000 such groups, as most schools have 
one.

Similar work is also carried out in student circles, in particular in the 
faculties of law and medicine. The Polish Red Cross collaborates with 
the professors of certain universities in devising dissemination 
programmes and organizing conferences and seminars on the subject. 
Some professors include the teaching of international humanitarian law 
in the regular student syllabus. In addition, optional courses are 
arranged for the students. Other methods are aiso used in student 
circles, such as generally informative courses, symposiums, seminars, 
etc. It is also given as the subject for theses for the master's degree 
or doctorate in the faculty of law, or for students' preparatory 
practical work. Moreover, in certain university circles the students in 
the law faculties and teacher training sections contribute to the 
development of programmes and the arranging of seminars, meetings 
and casual discussions to disseminate the principles of the Red Cross 
and international humanitarian law among young people at school.

Certain university circles show a particularly keen interest in the dis
semination of international humanitarian law, namely the Jagellonian 
University of Krakov, a number of Academies of Medicine, inter alia in 
Warsaw and Lodz, Gdansk University and especially Lodz University. 
In Lodz precisely, an information centre on the Red Cross and inter
national humanitarian law has been established especially for young 
people, and it is gaining steadily in scope and influence thanks to the 
initiative of the young students at Lodz University, who are also 
activists of the Polish Red Cross.

The Polish Red Cross also initiates methods of dissemination among the 
armed forces, and collaborates for this purpose with the competent 
military authorities to teach the principles of the Geneva Conventions 
and their Additional Protocols in special courses. Joint publications are 
also issued, and articles are included in army manuals and in the 
daily, periodical and professional military press.

The army representatives are activists of the Polish Red Cross and 
collaborate with our Society both on a national scale and in the field.
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The work of the Polish Red Cross committees plays an important part 
in the dissemination of the principles of international humanitarian law 
and of the Red Cross. Their activities are educational, aimed first and 
foremost at developing an appropriate attitude among Society members 
and influencing the public at large, especially the younger generation. 
Teams of instructors are trained for this purpose, usually recruited 
among the teachers in charge of the Polish Red Cross groups in the 
schools, together with young volunteer instructors recruited among 
secondary school pupils, students and young workers. There are about 
6'000 such instructors. Training courses for young people are mainly 
organized during Polish Red Cross youth camps. The programmes in 
this field are an integral part of the general activities, and are 
devised in conjunction with the young people themselves and especially 
law students. We prepare educational publications for children and 
young people, teaching aids in the form of brochures, articles included 
in calendars, etc. Informative and educational material is published 
systematically in the "Jestem" periodical and used not only by the 
members of the Red Cross, but also by young people not associated 
with it.

Similar acitivites for the adult members of the Polish Red Cross take 
the form of seminars, courses, meetings and publications, including 
articles which appear in the monthly magazine "Zdrowie". One of the 
most important publications is a collection of documents entitled "Inter
national Law of War" by Colonel Marian Flemming, and including inter 
alia the complete text of the Geneva Conventions and their Additional 
Protocols.

International activities

In collaboration with the International Committee of the Red Cross and 
the League of Red Cross Societies, the Polish Red Cross organized the 
following international meetings between 1978 and 1980 :

A European Seminar on the Teaching of Red Cross Humanitarian 
Principles to Young People, held at Gdansk in 1978 and attended 
by the delegates of 17 European Societies. The programme was 
devoted, among other things, to compiling a record of forms and 
methods of dissemination among young people, and the use of the 
"Red Cross Teaching Guide";

A European Seminar on University Teaching of International 
Humanitarian Law, held in Krakow in August 1979. This seminar 
was organized with the collaboration of the Jagellonian University 
of Krakov, and was attended by many professors from 20 
European countries and from the U.S.A.;

A European Seminar on the medical acitvities of the Red Cross 
and international humanitarian law, which took place in Warsaw in 
November 1980, attended by representatives of the various health 
services, medical schools and Red Cross Societies of 17 European 
countries.

A course on international humanitarian law for law students from 
European universities, which will be held in Warsaw in August 
1981.
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PORTUGESE RED CROSS

Following the adoption of the Red Cross Action Programme 
for the dissemination of knowledge of international huma
nitarian law and of the Red Cross principles and ideals 
for 1978/1981, our National Society has been constantly 
at work among young people, the armed forces, the univer
sities and the general public.

We are assured that our efforts have been extremely suc
cessful, and that the number of people familiar with the 
Red Cross in our country has increased substantially since
1978.

THE MASS MEDIA

For the general public
For dissemination among this group we used the mass media 
and other methods, such as direct instruction for young 
people.

We have always ensured radio, television and press coverage 
on 8 May and 11 February (the anniversary of our Society's 
foundation).

The President, the Secretary General and senior members of 
the institution have commented widely on these and other 
events in the past few years.

COURSES IN HUMANITARIAN LAW

For universities
During this period and more especially since 1979, we have 
given courses in humanitarian law for young law students, 
who are now able to render valuable service in our dissemi
nation activities.

For nurses and first-aid personnel
In our nursing and first-aid schools the dissemination of 
knowledge of the Red Cross and humanitarian law has been 
accomplished on a broad scale by means of publications and 
courses on the subject.
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For the armed forces
The President of the Portugese Red Cross and other senior 
members have often given courses over the years at the 
Institute of Advanced Studies of the Armed Forces - Army, 
Navy, Air Force and National Defence. The students belong 
to the higher ranks of the armed forces.

For primary and secondary schools

In response to requests we have given frequent accounts 
of the work and purpose of the Red Cross, in lectures fol
lowed by films and discussions in several primary and sec
ondary schools (up to the age of 16).

The teachers at these schools, who are expected by the 
syllabus to talk about humanitarian institutions, choose 
the Red Cross as an example. The number of pupils who ask 
us for information and material every week to answer ques
tionnaires is really remarkable.

SEMINARS

The young undergraduates we have trained have helped to 
receive experts in this field who have visited us over the 
years, and have worked together with them. We would like 
to make particular mention of Professor Murillo Rubiera 
(Spain) and Professor Malik (Poland), who gave several lec
tures followed by discussions in Lisbon and Porto for the 
general public and for students.

We have also held a very successful seminar on international 
humanitarian law, coordinated by Mr. Jean-Jacques Surbeck 
of the ICRC’s Dissemination Division.

PUBLICATIONS

In the last few years we have translated a great number of 
texts for the purpose of dissemination. We also have "The 
Red Cross and My Country", the "Soldier’s Manual" and the 
"Red Cross Principles", which we distribute frequently. We 
have also published a leaflet "I am the Red Cross", which 
we hand out at lectures and other meetings.
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RWANDESE RED CROSS

I. I ntroduction

The Rwanda Red Cross, founded on 18 December 1964, is constitu
ted on the basis of the Geneva Conventions, to which Rwanda is a 
signatory, and of the fundamental principles of the Red Cross : 
Humanity, Impartiality, Neutrality, Independence, Voluntary Servi
ce, Unity and Universality. In addition to the dissemination of 
knowledge of international humanitarian law among all population 
groups, the Rwanda Red Cross acts to ;

protect the environment, 

promote knowledge and teaching of first aid,

train people of various occupations in medico-social 
work, 

improve the feeding habits of the population,

assist the needy,

develop Red Cross ideals in all parts of the country,

eradicate epidemics.

The dissemination of international humanitarian law, one of the 
principal activities of the Rwanda Red Cross in recent times, is 
described below.

Activities already carried out

Dissemination of international humanitarian law is carried on in and 
out of school.

A. In school

Beside courses in first-aid sanitary education, the 
following groups of students have gained knowledge of inter
national humanitarian law, commonly called Geneva Conventions 
and additional Protocols ;

The Military Academy,

48 primary schools,

30 secondary schools,

Rwanda National University,
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National Pedagogic Institute,

Nyakibanda Seminar.

Conferences on international humanitarian law were held in 
the Rwanda National University, the National Pedagogic 
Institute and some secondary schools, where the content of 
courses is easily assimilated by students. All this was done 
by members of the staff of the Rwanda Red Cross and by 
voluntary instructors trained in previous courses.

B. Out of school

The training of local section leaders was carried out over the 
Easter period of 1980. This training was organized in four 
different regions, to cover all areas of the country. It is to 
be noted with pleasure that, after their training, local section 
chiefs taught what they had learnt to their subordinates.

The Rwanda Red Cross did not forget about youths who had 
left school. Its mission being to work for and with all men 
who wish to maintain the dignity and value of the human 
being, the Rwanda Red Cross endeavoured to inform and 
train the leaders of the Junior Red Cross, both in and out of 
school. This training dealt with the first-aid, International 
and National Red Cross, the Geneva Conventions and the 
additional Protocols.

In May and June of 1980 and 1981, delegates of the Rwanda 
Red Cross made advertising tours through ten prefectures of 
the country. The following attended these meetings : the 
authorities of the prefecture, the mayors, and the presidents 
of local sections of the Rwanda Red Cross. A talk was given 
also on international humanitarian law.

The public at large is mainly informed of international humani
tarian law by our radio broadcasts each Friday at 4.45 p.m.

In May, the Rwanda Republic broadcasting organization takes 
an active part in disseminating this law. During this month, 
there are programmes on the ideals of the Red Cross, its 
principles and activities, and on international humanitarian 
law.

During this same month, rightly baptised "Red Cross month", 
there are frequent opportunities for disseminating internatio
nal humanitarian law to the population of the capital and its 
surroundings.

This year, was marked specially by two unforgettable days in 
the history of the Rwanda Red Cross :
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On 17 May 1981, ceremonies marking the sixteenth anni
versary of the Rwanda Red Cross were heid at the sta
dium of the Kigali Military Camp. During these cere
monies, the President of the Rwanda Red Cross invited 
the Rwanda population to sustain the dignity and value 
of the human being under any curcumstances.

On 3 June 1981, with the same aim of marking "Red 
Cross month" and with the intention of winning the 
support of VIPs in the capital, a tombola and cocktail 
party were organized by the Rwanda Red Cross. Three 
people made speeches, giving their opinions on the 
International Red Cross in general and the Rwanda Red 
Cross in particular : the Minister for Social Affairs and 
Community Development, the representative of the Belgian 
Red Cross in Rwanda and the President of the Rwanda 
Red Cross. These three speakers emphasized the activi
ties undertaken by the Rwanda Red Cross for human 
well-being and dignity.

To all this may be added the circular letters sent to the 
different ministries, public and private enterprises, 
giving details of the basis of the Red Cross and asking 
people to defend the Red Cross cause and maintain the 
dignity of the human being. These same letters expres
sed the desire to meet people face to face, for we belie
ve that total conviction is acquired when one has seen, 
heard and asked questions.

Activities to be carried out in the near future

- Conferences in all military units in which we will distribute the 
documentation provided by the ICRC ("Soldier's Manual" and 
Geneva Conventions).

- Conferences in public and private establishments.

- Training seminar for technical advisers to district branches of 
the Rwanda Junior Red Cross.

International humantarian law will be discussed during all these 
conferences and seminars.
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SENEGALESE RED CROSS

The Senegalese Red Cross has not lagged behind in the wide cam
paign for Peace and Human Rights launched by various public and 
private organizations in Senegal. Pursuant to Resolution VII of the 
Twenty-third International Red Cross Conference in Bucharest in 1977 
on the dissemination of international humanitarian law, the Senegalese 
Red Cross rapidly set up a programme for the armed forces, school 
children, university students, first aid workers, members of the Red 
Cross and Junior Red Cross and the general public, so as to provide 
them with better information on the main principles of the Geneva 
Conventions of 1949 and their 1977 Protocols.

Dissemination activities were thus carried out among :

a) The Senegalese Armed Forces

In a world increasingly troubled by armed conflicts and vio
lations of human rights, the Senegalese armed forces are fre
quently requested to form part of contingents of international 
forces (i.e. UNEF in Sinai, UNIFIL in the Lebanon and the 
inter-African forces in the Shaba (Zaire)). This requires the 
troops to be better prepared, for their tasks of supervision and 
assistance. The Ministry for Foreign Affairs therefore orga
nizes, before they leave, lectures, courses and discussions on 
international humanitarian law according to the Geneva Con
ventions. Five senior officers took part in 1978 in the San Remo 
training seminar on the law of war. Red Cross manuals are 
distributed to soldiers and officers in order to make them fami
liar with the rules and methods of application of humanitarian 
law.

b) Schoolchildren, first aid workers and Junior Red Cross

A programme of discussions on the ideals and principles of the 
Red Cross and on the fundamental rules of international humani
tarian law applicable in armed conflicts is included in all training 
courses for young people.

Information campaigns using the booklet entitled "La Croix-Rouge 
et mon Pays," ("The Red Cross and my Country,") and the 
"Red Cross Teaching Guide," are organized in the "camarade
ries," which are units of young people set up in districts and in 
primary and secondary schools. In Thies, the regional section 
of the Junior Red Cross staged a play in a vernacular language 
(Ouolof) on the birth of the Red Cross, which is now performed 
throughout the city.

There is a chapter on the Geneva Conventions in the teacher's 
manual of the Junior Red Cross ("Manuel de I'instituteur et de 
I'animateur de la Croix-Rouge Jeunesse"), edited by the Sene
galese Red Cross.

c) Students

At Dakar University, international humanitarian law forms part of 
the following branches of study : public freedoms, public interna 
tional law and private international law.
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The Dean of the Faculty of Law, Mr. Fall, was a member of the 
Senegalese delegation to the Tunis Seminar on International 
Humanitarian Law organized in 1979 by the International Commit
tee of the Red Cross (ICRC). A project to set up an institute 
for the teaching of international humanitarian law is currently 
being studied.

d) Members of the Senegalese Red Cross

Leading members of the Senegalese Red Cross took part in the 
various training courses organized by the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) in Geneva in 1978 and in Tunis in
1979.

e) The public at large

The National Committee on Human Rights, led by a number of 
magistrates, is periodically given broadcasting time on the radio 
for a commentary on human rights and humanitarian law. The 
Senegalese Red Cross has just started a quarterly review and 
will publish a series on the Geneva Conventions in its coming 
issues.

Conclusion

The activities carried out by the National Red Cross Society and the 
Senegalese Government are only a small step towards the achievement 
of Peace, which is more than ever jeopardized by disturbances of all 
kinds, famine and the threat of war throughout the world.

Much remains to be done, but our National Society and Government 
are fully aware of their responsibilities and will therefore spare no 
efforts so that the ideals of Peace and Fraternity, the keystones of 
the Red Cross movement, may one day become reality.
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SIERRA LEONE RED CROSS

PROGRAMMES

A. In-Service Training

With focus on the objective of the Geneva Conventions, the 
Sierra Leone Red Cross Society provides annually intensive 
training for the following category of professionals :

Social welfare personnel;

Nursing and para-professional medical personnel;

Elementary school teachers.

B. Public Education

1. Elementary Schools

Each year, since 1962, the Society has averaged about 100 
elementary students participation in training of the objec
tives of the Geneva Conventions. The manual The Red 
Cross and my country is used as basic text.

2. Secondary Schools

Each year, again since 1962, about 120 secondary school 
students receive training as Cadet Tactical First Aid Attach
ments to the Society.

3. "Out-of-Schoolers"

A follow-up Voluntary-Aid-Attachment programme is offered 
each year to about 120 secondary school graduates.

C. Armed Forces Programme

For the most part, the Armed Forces in Sierra Leone remain 
very much apart from the activities of the Society. However, the 
Society once succeeded in 1974 to impact the Army with a special 
training programme on the Geneva Conventions. The publication 
Soldiers Manual was used as text for the 500 participants. From 
the training programme emerged a candidate who received Govern
ment scholarship to study international humanitarian law in 
Geneva.
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SINGAPORE RED CROSS

Based on the "Programme of Action" 1978-1981, the Singapore Red 

Cross has planned this aspect of work generally on Objecitve No. 4 - 

"to integrate the dissemination of the principles and ideals of the Red 

Cross into all the Red Cross movement's activities", i.e.

i) Training Programmes - suitably adapted for the adult and youth 

membership of the Society.

ii) Local preparation of teaching material suitable for teachers and 

young people.

Hi) Circulation of relevant written material among interested Red 

Cross members and members of the public.
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SOUTH AFRICAN RED CROSS

Since the Mombasa seminar on the dissemination of international 
humanitarian law, in August 1978, the South African Red Cross has 
continued its efforts to disseminate knowledge of that law and we 
believe readers might be interested in the main directions of its 
efforts.

In the firtst place, the Society has issued several publications for 
various sectors of the public.

The study written by its President, "The Influence of the Red Cross 
upon Public International Law, with special reference to Southern 
Africa" has been widely distributed in university circles. In addition, 
the Society encourages law students to write theses on subjects related 
to humanitarian law.

In other schools, it distributes many copies of "The Red Cross and My 
Country" and the accompanying "Teacher's Manual," both of which 
were published by the ICRC.

The South African Red Cross has also had the Geneva Conventions 
translated into Zulu and Xhosa, so that these treaties may be 
accessible to a wide public.

Apart from promoting these publications, the South African Red Cross 
has organized several training seminars.

From 29 October to 2 November 1979 a seminar on the dissemination of 
the Geneva Conventions was held in Johannesburg, attended by 
representatives of the National Societies of Botswana, Kenya and 
Mauritius, and of the ICRC. Important resolutions were adopted with 
a view to encouraging the dissemination of international humanitarian 
law, particularly among the armed forces, and in schools and uni
versities .

In the years 1979-80 various branches of the South African Red Cross 
also organized local seminars on the Geneva Conventions, such as the 
one held in Capetown in February 1980.

The South African Red Cross endeavours to make the principles of 
international humanitarian law known to the general public. For that 
purpose it has published articles in the press and broadcast on the 
subject by radio and television.

This summary does no more than mention the action taken, but all who 
work for the dissemination of humanitarian law will appreciate the sum 
of thought, work and dedication necessary to make a success of such 
undertakings.
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SUDANESE RED CRESCENT

As already stated in our previous reports, we are continuing the 
teaching of humanitarian law to all those who sit for first aid 
training courses, whether they are membeis of the Society or 
others.

Regarding the teaching of humanitarian law in the universities, 
we have been assured by the Dean of the Faculty of Law that they 
will continue to teach human rights law in two different contexts :
a) International Law; and
b) Constitutional.
As for the dissemination of Geneva Conventions amongst the armed 
forces, the Director of Military Justice in the armed forces gave 
the following statement :

As Geneva Conventions are of Military Nature, we gave priority 
to the dissemination of these Conventions to be spread amongst 
the personnel of the Sudanese Armed Forces, because they are the 
most concerned category of the Sudanese people.

The army in this respect could be easily divided into two catego
ries according to the standard of education and culture.

The first category are the officers. The second category are the 
non commissioned officers (NCOs) and soldiers.

NCOs and Soldiers
We start with this category as it forms the majority of the 
personnel of the Armed Forces.
This category may be divided into two sub-categories; the first 
are the NCOs and the second are the soldiers.

a) Soldiers
It is enough for the soldiers to have a general idea about 
the four Geneva Conventions. We make use of the Military 
Manual, which is very sufficient, with precise explanation 
of the Conventions.

b) NCOs
The NCOs are-of a higher standard than the soldiers. For this 
category, precise lectures on the four Conventions are made 
with the aid of the soldiers’ manual.
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Officers
This category is also divided into two sub-categories :

a) Young Officers
The young officers have lectures on the four Geneva 
Conventions with more elaborations and details.
Also we add to their knowledge the role of the ICRC and 
of the Society of the Sudanese Red Crescent.

b) Senior Officers
The senior officers take more detailed lectures on the 
four Geneva Conventions.
We go deep into the history of the ICRC so as to give them 
a very solid background to this subject. We always add to 
their knowledge, through lectures, about the amendments 
taking place on the Geneva Conventions of 1949.

We are making all these efforts with little facilities and training 
aids. We find ourselves handicaped due to the shortage of manuals 
and different references concerning the Geneva Conventions and 
other general references concerning humanitarian law.

We are informed by the Director of the Military Justice Branch 
(himself a member of our Council) that the Sudanese Army intends 
to hold a Seminar on the subject of International Humanitarian Law 
and human rights, as well as lectures on the Principles and disse
mination of the Geneva Conventions in Khartoum for high ranking 
Sudanese officers and invited officers from Arab Countries.
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SWEDEN

Since the latest International Conference of the Red Cross in 1977, the 
Swedish Government has initiated several activities with the general 
aim of improving knowledge of the Conventions related to international 
humanitarian law. In this connection, it should be mentioned that the 
ratification by Sweden of the two Additional Protocols to the Geneva 
Conventions has increased the responsibility of the Swedish authorities 
in this respect. In accordance with article 83 of Additional Protocol I, 
the Swedish Government has undertaken to provide information on the 
rules contained in the Protocol. The need for such information is 
particularly pronounced in the armed forces.

Furthermore, the Swedish Government has given strong support to the 
endeavours to establish new rules containing restrictions and pro
hibitions in the use of certain conventional weapons, which are con
sidered as particularly inhumane. Sweden has signed the UN Con
vention of 1980 and intends to ratify the Convention during the 
autumn of 1981 . As a consequence, the Swedish authorities are also 
preparing to implement and disseminate these new rules.

Investigation of International Law matters

The Minister of Defence has established a special International Law 
Committee. The terms of reference of this committee are the following:

a. How should certain articles in the Additional Protocol I as regards 
methods of warfare be interpreted and applied in the Swedish 
Defence ?

b. Which personnel categories in the Swedish Total Defence are to be 
classified as combatants and which are not, provided that article 
43 of Additional Protocol I is applicable ?

c. How should the rules concerning protection of Civil Defence 
organisations be applied in Sweden's Civil Defence ?

d. What kind of protection should be afforded the medical service 
during wartime in accordance with Additional Protocol I ?

e. Which instructions may in accordance with International Law be 
given to the civilian population if part of the Swedish territory 
were occupied by an adverse Party ?

f. How can different personnel categories in the Swedish Total 
Defence obtain sufficient information and knowledge about inter
national humanitarian law, particularly the four Geneva Con
ventions of 1949 and the two Additional Protocols of 1977 ?

All these questions are more or less interrelated and have to be dis
cussed in close connection. It was also proved necessary to discuss 
different problems with foreign experts. Therefore, some members of 
the Committee have exchanged views with experts from other countries 
and from the ICRC.
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The final results of this investigation will most likely be published 
next year. However, the Committee has already taken some decisions 
as regards implementation and dissemination of the Conventions and the 
Protocols.

Dissemination of the Conventions and the Protocols

One of the main tasks of the Committee was to collect and translate 
into Swedish all the texts of the conventions. In 1979 the Committee 
published a book entitled " The Laws of War 11 (in Swedish "Krigets 
lagar") containing all relevant conventions in Swedish, starting with the 
Declaration of Paris of 1856. Some conventions of a similar character 
such as the UN Charter and the most important disarmament treaties 
were also included. Through this publication the implementation of 
international humanitarian law in Sweden has been considerably facili
tated .

The text of a convention is, however, quite often difficult to under
stand for those who have to apply the rules in practice.

For this reason, soon after the Swedish ratification of the two Additio
nal Protocols, a Handbook on International Law was published by the 
Ministry of Defence. The Handbook contains an interpretation of all 
important articles of the Conventions and the two Additional Protocols 
and thus provides clear guidance both to military people at different 
levels in the command structure and to civilians in the Total Defence. 
The Handbook was also written with a view to promoting studies of 
international law at university level. In order to facilitate discussion 
with foreign experts, part of the Handbook has been translated into 
English.

However, soldiers do not generally need the rather extensive com
mentary provided in the Handbook. It is more important to teach and 
train them to behave in accordance with humanitarian principles in 
certain probable situations of interest in their wartime duty. For this 
purpose a small booklet entitled " The Laws of War " is being written 
and will be distributed as a Manual to every Swedish soldier during 
his first training period.

The most important rules of the third Geneva Convention have been 
included and commented on in a special book entitled "Prisoner of 
War."

An abridged Handbook, particularly intended to cover the more limited 
requirements of civilians, will be published in the near future. This 
abridged version will be particularly aimed at teaching young people in 
the schools.

As regards dissemination, certain other measures should also be men
tioned. Besides books and booklets, modern means of training have to 
be introduced, such as films and videograms. The production of such 
new means has just started.

Teaching in the Armed Forces

It is of special importance to include knowledge about international 
humanitarian law in the training of military personnel. Thus the 
Swedish Supreme Commander has issued a plan concerning the training 
of military personnel at different levels as regards the Conventions 
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and Protocols. In accordance with this plan, everyone in the armed 
forces will be given the instruction he needs to make him well ac
quainted with the laws of war and make him competent to apply them 
in practice. Instruction is to be carried out in such a way that the 
need and usefulness of these laws are made quite clear and so that 
personnel will understand the rules and thus have an incentive to 
observe them.

Courses for military personnel will be adapted to suit the new command 
structure being introduced in Sweden's Armed Forces of autumn 1981. 
The main contents at different levels is the following :

Conscripts (private soldiers, seamen and airforce soldiers) will be 
taught international law during 3 hours and additional teaching will be 
given concerning prisoner-of-war service during 4 hours. In addition 
the study of international law is to be integrated in other training, 
such as ; group attack, enemy laying down arms, cease-fire, transport 
of wounded people and marking of minefields. Special attention will be 
paid to the prohibition and restriction in the use of certain arms and 
ammunitions.

Conscripts selected for officer training will receive an additional course 
of 3 hours in international law and 1 hour concerning prisoner-of-war 
service.

Students of the Officer's Academy (NCO) will devote 6 hours to inter
national law and 2 hours to prisoner-of-war service. The application 
of international law rules in different tactical situations will be further 
studied. One important aim is to motivate subordinates to understand 
and comply with the rules of international law.

Students at the War Academy (platoon leaders) will receive training in 
international law during 6 hours and in prisoner-of-war service during 
2 hours. Studies will i.a. be aimed at the treatment of different 
protected groups. The teaching of international law to subordinates is 
also a main subject.

Students at Armed Forces Staff College (battalion commanders) will 
obtain relevant knowledge in a broader context. Time devoted to 
international law will be 8-12 hours. Special interest will be paid to the 
consideration of international law rules in operational planning.

International law training of officers in the Reserve will be of shorter 
duration.

When this new education starts in the autumn of 1981 there will be a 
certain lack of competent instructors, as legal advisers are not yet 
available in the Swedish Defence. Therefore, the Supreme Commander 
has ordered the Armed Forces Staff College to arrange special inter
national law courses in 1980-81 for about 140 officers who will, after 
this education, be used as instructors. Knowledge of international 
humanitarian law is, however, generally rather limited among older, 
high-ranking officers because of insufficient information in earlier 
days. Therefore, the Army Staff this year included the teaching of 
international law at special courses for brigade commanders.
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It should also be noted that training in international law is included in 
the education at the Swedish National Defence College, which comprises 
students from all parts of the Swedish Total Defence. The main in
terest is directed towards the possible value and importance of inter
national law rules during a conflict.

The Swedish Defence also has profited from the participation of a 
limited number of officers in the military courses arranged by the 
International Institute of Humanitarian Law in San Remo, Italy.

International Law Instruction will be further facilitated when in the 
future young lawyers will have got the necessary training in acting as 
legal advisers in accordance with the provisions of Additional Protocol
I.

Teaching in other parts of society

People outside the Armed Forces are also interested in having a good 
teaching of international law - particularly the Geneva Conventions and 
the two Additional Protocols. Thus the Swedish Civil Defense is 
planning a comprehensive training programme for all people included in 
its wartime organization. A similar programme is discussed for intro
duction in the medical service.

According to article 83 of Additional Protocol I, the Swedish public 
also should be encouraged to study the Conventions and the Protocols. 
The possibility of providing such information in peacetime is, however, 
limited and many problems must be solved. In this case, the res
ponsibility rests primarily with the Swedish Red Cross, which has 
already taken some initiatives. This work may be facilitated by the 
proposals which will be submitted next year in the report of the Inter
national Law Committee. A valuable contribution in this field is being 
made by the Upsala University through the recently increased edu
cation of law students in the Laws of War.
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SWEDISH RED CROSS

Activities in the Field of the Dissemination of the Geneva Conventions and 
the Red Cross Principles :

After the Second World War the Swedish Red Cross more of less took it for 
granted that there existed a deep understanding of the humanitarian law 
among people and thus the work in this field became more routine-like 
such as publishing and distributing pamphlets and giving isolated lectures.

Since some years back there is an increasing concern within the Swedish 
Red Cross about the widening gap between humanitarian law on one side, 
behaviour in conflicts and public opinion on the other side.

Especially since the XXIst International Red Cross Conference in Istanbul 
in 1969 the Swedish Red Cross as well as the Swedish Government have 
taken active part both in the promotion and dissemination of humanitarian 
law in Sweden as well as in the common work to improve the conventions 
undertaken by the International Committee of the Red Cross.

Since 1970 the Nordic Red Cross Societies are looking for more efficient 
approaches to this subject and have established a closer cooperation bet
ween themselves and with their respective governments. In the spring of 
1972 the Nordic Red Cross Societies concluded that it was indispensable to 
have the advice of the ICRC on the further development. A meeting was 
organized in Copenhagen in October 1972 with representatives form the 
ICRC, the Nordic Societies, the Red Cross Societies of the Federal Repu
blic of Germany and of the Netherlands. The group felt that future pre
sentations as well as discussions about the Geneva Conventions had to be 
adopted to a great and changing variety of conditions. Much was therefore 
to be done in the field of communication with the outside world as well as 
within the Red Cross. The group agreed on the necessity of a close and 
continuous co-operation regarding the matters between the ICRC and the 
National Societies.

Late in 1971 the Swedish Red Cross (SRC) set up a work group commis
sioned to lay down the outlines of more effective information about humani
tarian lawn and to build up public opinion. An employee at the Headquar
ters was at the same time given as her main durty the tasks to coordinate 
the SRC work in this field.

The work group considered it necessary that the influence on the attitudes 
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of people must be of a permanent character to be successful. The dissemi
nation work has to be deeply rooted in various groups of the community. 
The right approach was thought to be to ask various groups outside SRC 
what humanitarian problems they were facing and then to assist them in 
their own efforts to solve the problems. For this purpose contacts have 
been established with the Swedish National Defence, the Church, the 
Board of Education, the Office of the Chancellor of the Universities and 
the Swedish University Students' Organization. A Reference Group was 
formed with representatives from the above-mentioned parts of the com
munity. Later others were contacted, such as Trade Unions, Publicists, 
Voluntary Organizations and the Police. So far much work still has to be 
done before we can be assured that organizations and authorities on va
rious levels in our society really feel and take an active responsibility 
when it comes to discussions of this kind.

However, quite a number of positive developments have taken place. New 
analytical creative approaches have emerged within the national defence 
and to a limited extent in parts of the school system. Study groups are 
increasing in numbers and seminars and meetings are arranged for various 
organizations.

At an early stage we concluded that we had to be prepared also at the 
regional level in order to meet the interest form other parts of the com
munity which could be expected if the central activities were successful.

From 1975 and on special groups were formed within or attached to the 
District Committes (Boards). They have been trained and have also taken 
on the responsibility of organizing dissemination activities at district and 
local levels.

What we in Sweden call ideological work, i.e. work for a greater unders
tanding of humanitarian ideas and laws, is since 1977 being developed both 
inside and outside the RC. Ideological groups have been formed in all 
districts with the purpose to increase the knowledge of Red Cross prin
ciples and humanitarian legislation and to reinforce the consciousness of 
the connection between the ideas and practical Red Cross work. Among 
already completed activities may be mentioned study circles, conferences, 
courses, information meetings, debates, teachers' meetings, etc.

The Central Committee has on a number of occasions organized meetings 
with representatives of the district groups in order to give opportunity for 
information and exchange of experience of the ideological work. A collec
tion in the form of an "Ideas File" with all available information material 
has been compiled by the Central Committee, mainly intended for use at 
district level.

As a consequence of the Additional Protocols of 1977 the Government 
appointed a special committee to inquire into and to make recommendations 
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concerning the rules of international law during war, neutrality and occu
pation. The work of the committee also includes interpreting and giving 
directions regarding the application of the rules and giving suggestions for 
information and education about international law. The SRC is represented 
on the committee.

A central seminar for journalists people was arranged in co-operation with 
the National Union of Journalists. This seminar on “Humanitarian laws in 
war" led to good publicity and continued cooperation with the participating 
journalists.

The previous cooperation on the central level with the Swedish National 
Defence, the Church, schools and universities will continue and has been 
initiated in many districts.

A teachers1 seminar has dealt with the question of how understanding for 
humanitarian ideas could be intergated in regular teaching. The Central 
Committee has to the Minister of Education emphasised how important it is 
that the Geneva Conventions and the humanitarian ideas and laws are 
really taken up in schools.

The SRC has continued its endeavour to try to stimulate various groups 
and organizations of the Swedish society to study and work with the 
humanitarian principles in general as well as the conventions in particular.

The Central Committee has initiated a number of meetings with various 
volunteer organizations. There has been agreement on the importance of 
increased knowledge of humanitarian legislation and of a greater involve
ment in humanitarian questions. It has been agreed that each organization 
should decide separately on the aim and direction, the scope and the 
material with reference to its own purposes and qualifications. Requests 
were put forward for further co-operation in humanitarian matters, mainly 
between the persons in charge of these matters inside the respective 
organizations.

One item at a national assembly which attracted attention was a discussion 
about “Everyday violence in our midst" with special attention to mobbing in 
schools. Trial schemes have been pursued in the districts among pupils 
and teachers to try to find constructive methods against growing tenden
cies to mobbing.

The question of torture is also given increasing attention in order to 
investigate more closely and to build up opinion in Sweden for an anti
torture convention.

A work group has been appointed to investigate in what way the Red 
Cross board can work more actively for political prisoners all over the 
world.
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Furthermore, cooperation with Uppsala University has started concerning 
peace education and conflict solving. A trial activity is intended to result 
in various suggestions of ways for the Swedish Red Cross to work more 
actively with peace problems both on the national and international level.

The SRC has been represented at conferences on international humanitarian 
legislation in Kenya, Italy, Poland, and Switzerland.

In order to facilitate information and education in this area the SRC has 
published i.e. the following aids :

A. BASIC SERIES

1. Fact-book
All the articles of the Geneva Conventions and the Additional Proto
cols grouped together in a special order;

2. Text-book
Summary of the most important regulations in the Geneva Conventions 
and the Additional Protocols in a special order;

3. Collection of examples illustrating the rights and duties of human 
beings;

4. Set of cards with 24 questions illustrating the human rights and the 
humanitarian law;

5. Mini-brochure
Swedish translation of ICRC brochure with pictures and Additional 
Protocol's supplement.
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SWITZERLAND

I. Dissemination among the armed forces

In addition to the references made to international
humanitarian law 
other documents, 
cations in three

in the service regulations and various 
the Swiss Army currently has six publi- 
national languages:

- 51.7 "International Conventions on Armed 
Conflicts and Neutrality"

This is a collection of the principal 
legal instruments relating to armed 
conflicts, together with a table of 
contents and an index.

- 51.7/1 "International Conventions on Armed 
Conflicts and Neutrality"

"Supplement No. 1: Protection of the 
cultural property in the event of 
armed conflict"

N.B. The instruments relating to the 
protection of the cultural property 
are also reproduced in regulations 
No. 51.7.

- 51.7/II "Manual on the Laws and Customs of War" 
(1963)

This document, which is handed out to 
all officers, gives an outline of the 
principal rules of the law of war.

- 51.7/III "Illustrated Manual on the Laws and Customs 
of War" (1977)
This manual, which is handed out to all 
soldiers, gives a clear explanation of 
36 essential rules of the law of war.
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- 51.6

- Form.
36.1-2/1

"Soldiers killed, seriously wounded or 
sick or missing in time of war" (1977)

This document gives the regulations con
cerning action on behalf of fallen and 
missing soldiers.

"Memento on the Laws and Customs of War"

This memento, which is attached to the 
military identity card, outlines the 
elementary rules of the law of war and 
explains the protective signs.

Furthermore, introductory courses on the law of war are 
organized regularly, in conjunction with ICRC experts, 
for commanding officers - from the regimental level up
wards - and for specialists on the law of war either with 
the supreme command or the army itself, i.e. legal officers 
attached to the general staff of army corps, the officers 
in charge of legal services at headquarters in territorial 
zones, the adjutants of division and brigade headquarters. 
The commanding officers of army units are trained in special 
courses for their duties, both with regard to applying the 
rules of international humanitarian law and to instructing 
their subordinates in this subject. Constant efforts are 
made to see that the staff responsible for giving these 
courses are as highly trained as possible, and to improve 
still further the material at their disposal (documents, 
audio-visual facilities).

Various measures have already been planned to up-date these 
courses and the diverse sets of regulations issued hither
to, once Switzerland has become a party to the 1977 Proto
cols to the Geneva Conventions.

Finally a new concept has been devised for the teaching 
of international humanitarian law in the armed forces, 
designed to increase and improve the facilities provided 
for instruction in these rules. At the same time care will 
be taken to ensure that this instruction is as effective 
as possible, due to its simplicity, its adaptation to the 
level of the personnel in training, and its emphasis on 
the practical application and implications of the rules 
taught during the course.
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II. Dissemination in universities

A special course on international humanitarian law 
is provided at the University of Geneva. At other 
universities this subject is included in the courses 
on international public law.

III. Dissemination in the administration and Federal Assembly

On 18 February 1981 the Federal Council voted in favour 
of a message to the bicameral Federal Assembly pro
posing it be authorized by the latter to ratify the 
1977 Protocols to the Geneva Conventions. For various 
sections of the federal administration the preparation 
of this message was an opportunity to make known the 
new rules adopted in 1977 and the principles which they 
reaffirm.

IV. Dissemination among the population

The publication of this message concerning the 1977 
Protocols to the Geneva Conventions will doubtless 
have had a similar effect for the Swiss public, for 
it was given considerable press coverage.

Arrangements have also been considered to inform the 
civilian population about their rights and duties in 
the event of armed conflict. Copies of the various 
instruments relating to the law of war will be distri
buted to the cantonal and communal authorities; these 
texts can be sent to them once Switzerland has ratified 
the 1977 Protocols. There are also'plans, in case of 
general mobilization, to remind the population of the 
essential provisions of the law of war by means of 
posters and official announcements in the press and 
other mass media.

V. The Confederation's support for the dissemination 
activities of the ICRC and the Henry Dunant Institute

Besides its contributions to the ordinary budget of the 
ICRC and the Henry Dunant Institute, the Confederation 
has made special contributions to both institutions, 
including several specifically for the publication of 
manuals or the organization of seminars on international 
humanitarian law.
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IV. Dissemination by the National Red Cross Society

The Swiss Red Cross has itself informed the ICRC 
about its dissemination activités.
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SWISS RED CROSS

Article 11 of the Swiss Red Cross Statutes provides for the 
"dissemination of international humanitarian law and of Red Cross 
principles".

The presence and activity of the International Committee of the Red 
Cross in Switzerland, and the fact that the Diplomatic Conference on 
the Reaffirmation and Development of International Humanitarian Law 
applicable in Armed Conflicts took place from 1974 to 1977 in Geneva,
i.e.  in Switzerland, have caused information on the Geneva 
Conventions and their additional Protocols to be given relatively wide 
publicity. However, "information" and "dissemination" have neither the 
same meaning nor the same effect. The information in question here 
does not necessarily reach the persons it should do first and foremost.

Our National Society co-operates with the army authorities responsible 
for teaching international humanitarian law to officers who are trained 
so that they may disseminate such knowledge to army units. It is 
alone in instructing the female personnel of the army medical service, 
since such personnel are volunteers recruited by our National Society.

A special effort has been made to reach young people in schools by 
distribution of a brochure to teachers. This brochure proposes 
subjects and a method for lessons on the Geneva Conventions.

The Swiss Red Cross official reviews often carry long articles on 
international humanitarian law.

Recently the Swiss Red Cross and the ICRC organized in Bern a day 
of study which was attended by more than 120 senior officers, 
professors, members of parliament, senior civil servants, 
representatives of various federal and cantonal departments and 
journalists, the aim being to consider the procedure for the ratification 
of the 1977 Protocols by the Federal Parliament.
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SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC

The competent authority in the Armed Forces of the Syrian 
Arab Republic has put the texts of the Geneva Conventions 
in its training programs in order to maintain them, and in 
particular the articles No: 13 - 14 - 17 - 18 - 30 - 34 -
38 - 39 - 40 - 4I - 49 - 53 - 58 - 60 - 62 - 70 - 71 - 72 - 
78 - 82 - 87 - 88 - 99 - 105 - 106.
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SYRIAN ARAB RED CRESCENT

Courses on the Geneva Conventions are given in university
faculties and in the military colleges of the armed forces 
of the Syrian Arab Republic.

Furthermore, the men serving in the army are taught the 
humanitarian principles of the Red Crescent and the Red 
Cross, with particular emphasis on the Four Geneva Con
ventions of 1949.

In the civilian sector, thanks to the efforts of the Syrian 
Arab Red Crescent, the Ministry of Education is at present 
carrying out its programme for the dissemination of the 
principles and ideals of the Red Cross and Red Crescent 
among students and schoolchildren and the explanation of 
the Geneva Conventions and their humanitarian provisions 
instituted for the good of all people.

With the aim of spreading knowledge of the aforesaid Geneva 
Conventions, the Syrian Arab Red Crescent has also had book
lets printed. These are distributed to its various branches 
throughout Syria and to a number of institutions and other 
bodies.

At periodic intervals, televised meetings are often organized 
in particular every year on 8 May, which is the World Day of 
the Red Cross and Red Crescent. At these meetings, too, the 
Geneva Conventions, their importance and their humanitarian 
interest are broadcast and explained.

Finally, as is well-known, public international law, as taught 
and applied in the Syrian Arab Republic, contains within its 
provisions the major part of the most important principles 
of international humanitarian law.



197

THAI RED CROSS

The importance of proper understanding, respecting and practicing 
international humanitarian law was made very clear to us by His 
Majesty the King in his inaugural address at the Opening Ceremony of 
the 4th Conference of Red Cross and Red Crescent Leaders of 
Countries within ASEAN. We also have taken note of the 
recommendations from the 2nd Red Cross and Red Crescent Regional 
Conference for Asia & Pacific in Jakarta early this year and have 
implemented the following initial steps towards dissemination of 
international humanitarian law.

1. Appointing a senior executive officer to be in sole charge of 
dissemination of international humanitarian law.

2. Appointing an advisory committee of six comprising legal experts, 
academicians, and government representatives.

3. Studying various approaches to achieve widespread and lasting 
dissemination of international humanitarian law.

4. Securing, through this Advisory Committee on international hu
manitarian law, governmental approval for various dissemination 
activities.

5. Urging the Government to accede to the Additional Protocols of 
1977.

Up to the present time, we are at Stage III, as outlined above.

Governmental approval for countrywide dissemination takes a little time 
but there are activities that have laid the ground work for future 
public dissemination.

Examples of these are the teaching of international humanitarian law in 
Law Faculties in two of Bangkok's universities. In addition, our 
College of Nursing has, in its curriculum, the subject of international 
humanitarian law in its basic form. Our Red Cross Youth Division also 
incorporated in its various training syllabi introduction and importance 
of international humanitarian law.

For the immediate future, we are in the process of preparing booklets 
with basic information on the Geneva Conventions and international 
humanitarian law to be distributed to members of the Armed Forces and 
to members of the public. Once Government's approval for 
dissemination is received, we can begin distribution.
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1, Organization

1.1. Appointment of a senior executive officer of the Society to be 
responsible for the entire project.

1.2. Appointment of an advisory committee of six, comprising lawyers, 
academicians and government's representatives, to assist in dis
semination .

1.3. Officers in charge of dissemination of international humanitarian 
law to report to the Executive Committee and to the Council every 
3 months.

2. The Public

The importance of international humanitarian law is explained to the 
public during Red Cross traditional activities such as relief works and 
mobile medical services.

3. Youths

Thai Red Cross Society's Red Cross Youth Division teaches basic forms 
of international humanitarian law to members and instructors.

4. Colleges & Universities

4.1. Thai Red Cross Society's College of Nursing has in its curriculum 
the subject of international humanitarian law.

4.2. Law Faculties in two of Bangkok's universities have lectured on 
international humanitarian law.

5. Members of the Armed Forces

The subject of international humanitarian law is taught in the Military, 
Air Force and Naval academies. In addition, it is also part of the 
curriculum of the National Defence College instruction.

Members of the Armed Forces in the field also receive basic intro
duction to international humanitarian law by members of our medical 
and relief teams with whom they work closely, especially along the 
border with Kampuchea.
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TONGA RED CROSS

Up to this time we have not been actively involved in a programme of 

dissemination of Red Cross Principles and humanitarian law within our 

community. However, since the visit of an ICRC Delegate, Mr. David 

Delapraz, we have drawn up a tentative programme which will begin 

with our Defence Forces and our Schools. As we are so far away from 

conflict here, this has been a part of Red Cross which has been given 

low priority, but as we are developing we intend to pay more attention 

to this activity.
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TUNISIA

The Tunisian Red Crescent has approached the Ministry of 
National Defence, the Ministry of Public Health, the 
Ministry of National Education and the Ministry of Higher 
Education and Scientific Research to see that the "Red 
Cross Action Programme for the dissemination of knowledge 
of international humanitarian law and of the principles 
and ideals of the Red Cross" is included in their educa
tional programmes.

The Ministry of National Defence has already drawn up a 
programme of instruction for the different army ranks :

General Staff College :

(Senior officers)

- Annual conferences on the Geneva Conventions and the 
Additional Protocols.

- Planned : a 20-hour series of courses on the Geneva 
Conventions and the principles of international 
humanitarian law.

Military Academy :

- A yearly course (90 minutes every two weeks) on interna
tional humanitarian law is already arranged for cadets 
in their final (fourth) year.

Non-commissioned officers :

- A thorough briefing on the Geneva Conventions and the 
Additional Protocols will be given with every promotion.

Privates :

- The key facts of the Geneva Conventions are included in 
the basic training programme for all soldiers.
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Military Medical School :

(training of male and female nurses)

- A plan to include a series of courses on "the rights and 
duties of nursing staff as laid down by the Geneva 
Conventions" in the training programme is currently under 
consideration.

The Ministry of Health has instructed the Senior Personnel 
Training Division and the directors of the Pedagogical 
Research and Training Centre to devise a specialized pro
gramme for the dissemination of knowledge of international 
humanitarian law intended for public medical personnel and 
the teaching staff and students of medical and paramedical 
schools and training centres for ancillary services.

The Ministry of Advanced Education and Scientific Research, 
is studying the possibility of creating a specialized sec
tion for international humanitarian law at the Law Faculty's 
Documentation and Research Centre.

Lastly the regional and local committees of the Tunisian Red 
Crescent are taking an active part in this nation-wide pro
gramme, using books, brochures and leaflets about the
Geneva Conventions and the Additional Protocols and also the 
Red Cross principles and ideals.
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TURKISH RED CRESCENT

The Turkish Red Crescent has long been making efforts in the field of 
dissemination of international humanitarian law and the principles to 
which the Turkish Red Crescent attaches great importance, continues 
to become a part of curriculum of the Red Crescent Nursing College.

Also, during the youth camps organised every year in different parts 
of the country, the young participants are taught the concept and 
principles of Red Crescent and fundamentals of international 
humanitarian law and they are familiarized with the tenets of the 
Geneva Conventions.

It also maintains very close cooperation with the Ministry of Defence 
and has organized special lectures to teach international humanitarian 
law to cadets, war college and staff college students, officers and 
noncommissioned officers in branch schools.

A reference book prepared by the Red Crescent is expected to be 
published in the near future. In collaboration with the Turkish radio 
and television, steps will be taken to produce new dissemination 
methods to foster public opinion on this subject which is of paramount 
importance in making better known the humanitarian Red Cross 
Principles to the public.

Upon the suggestion of the Turkish .Red Crescent, the 1954 Hague 
Convention on "The protection of Cultural Assets in case of an armed 
conflict" has also been included in the curricula of Military Schools. 
In our opinion, the said Convention constitutes one of the cornerstones 
of international humanitarian law.

Proposals have been submitted to the Ministry of Interior for inclusion 
of the Geneva Conventions in the Programmes of its police training 
institute.
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UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS

At the XXVIth Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, 
held in Moscow at the beginning of 1981, it was declared that there 
was no more important question for all the peoples throughout the 
world than that of protection of peace and of ensuring the fundamental 
human right - the right to life. The Congress of the CPSU emphasised 
that the central direction in the foreign policy of our Party and 
Government was, as it had always been, to lessen the danger of war 
and to curb the arms race.

After the second World War, the Soviet Union put forward more than 
120 proposals embracing a wide spectrum of concrete and realistic 
initiatives on the most crucial problems of our time.

The Soviet Union all these years worked perseveringiy to put an end 
to the race of nuclear armaments, and to stop their further spread 
across the world. Our State made an important move by declaring and 
reaffirming that it will not use nuclear weapons against non-nuclear 
countries that do not permit the deployment of such weapons on their 
territory. The Soviet Union has proposed that the manufacture of 
nuclear weapons be stopped and a start be made in reducing their 
stockpiles until they are completely eliminated. The USSR has always 
actively sought the prohibition of all other types of mass destruction 
weapons.

Actions by the peace forces have brought about the suspention of 
plans for deploying the neutron weapon in Western Europe. The USSR 
declared that it would not begin manufacturing that weapon if it did 
not appear in other countries, and it was prepared to conclude an 
agreement banning it once and for ever.

The Soviet Union and its allies have proposed convening a European 
conference to discuss and settle questions of military detente and 
disarmament an Europe.

The Soviet proposals for consolidating international security and 
limiting the arms race remain in force.

The XXVIth Congress of the CPSU has put forward new initiatives 
aimed at a radical improvement of the international situation.

It has been proposed, inter alia :

to extend the confidence zone to the entire European part of the 
USSR, provided the Western States, too, extend the confidence 
zone accordingly,

to hold concrete negotiations on confidence-building measures in 
the Far East with all interested countries,

to continue the negotiations with the United States on limitation 
and reduction of strategic armaments, preserving all the positive 
elements that have so far been achieved in this area, 
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to set up a competent international committee which would demons
trate the vital necessity of preventing a nuclear catastrophy.

The struggle for peace should, in our opinion, include all means, 
among them provisions of international law capable of preventing or 
restricting arbitrariness and atrocity in States' inter-relations.

The Soviet Union took an active part in the work of the Diplomatic 
Conference on reaffirmation and development of international huma
nitarian law (IHL) applicable in armed conflicts, which adopted in 1977 
two Protocols additional to the Geneva Conventions of 1949.

The Soviet state as well as the Soviet Red Cross public have always 
considered that the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and their Additional 
Protocols, as an important achievement of the peace-loving forces, 
resulted from their struggle for excluding wars as a means of con
ducting foreign policies by States. We proceed from the fact that the 
best protection for a human being is possible first and foremost under 
peace.

In this connection, we would like to stress that the dissemination of 
IHL in the Soviet Union has always been carried out alongside the 
propagation of a spirit of peace and the explanation of the necessity to 
struggle against wars.

It is proper to remind here that 30 years ago, in March 1951, the 
Supreme Soviet of the USSR adopted the law on the protection of 
peace. The supreme legislative body of our country declared : 
propaganda of war, in whichever form it is conducted, undermines the 
cause of peace, creates the menace of war and is hence a grave crime 
against humanity.

The above-mentioned law provides for criminal responsibility for 
propaganda of war in any form.

The education of the Soviet people in the spirit of socialist humanism 
and internationalism has a systematic character and implies a wide 
range of measures, one of the integral parts of which is familiarizing 
the Soviet people with the most important documents of international 
law and in particular with the Geneva Conventions and their Additional 
Protocols. To accomplish this task, various forms and methods of 
propaganda are used, mass media included.

The Geneva Conventions were printed in our country more than once. 
For the last years, under the auspices of the Soviet Red Cross 
Executive Committee, a number of works dealing with the problems of 
IHL have been published. We mean first of all a book by 
O.N. Khlestov and I.P. Blischenko : "The Red Cross and international 
humanitarian law", describing in a popular form such questions as the 
Red Cross and the history of IHL, the Red Cross and international 

t armed conflicts, the Red Cross and humanisation of means of warfare,
and others. In 1980, a pamphlet ("What is the Red Cross ?") by 
I.P. Blischenko and I.P. Starostyn was published pursuant to 
Resolution XVIII ("Red Cross Teaching Guide") adopted at the XXIIIrd 
International Conference of the Red Cross. The pamphlet also deals 
with the Soviet Red Cross contribution to a progressive codification of 
IHL.
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A considerable contribution to dissemination of IHL is made by a 
monthly magazine, "The Soviet Red Cross", the circulation of which is 
now more than one million copies. For the last period, this magazine 
has published about 15 popular-science articles on the fundamental 
problems of IHL, among them "Civilian population and wars", "Under 
the Red Cross emblem" by l.P. Blischenko, "Protection of victims of 
agression" by I.N. Artsibasov, and others.

Besides that, not long ago, a book entitled "Whores of War" by 
V. Barched and D. Robek, dealing with the mercenary problem, has 
been translated into Russian and published in the Soviet Union. Soviet 
scholars took part in the joint H. Dunant Institute and UNESCO 
publications, and in the collection of articles published in Italy in 1979 
under the general title of "The new humanitarian law of armed 
conflicts", devoted to the results of the Diplomatic Conference on 
reaffirmation and development of international humanitarian law appli
cable in armed conflicts.

The materials mentioned above are widely used to promote IHL among 
different groups of the population of the Soviet Union, among young 
Red Cross activitsts in particular.

In many higher educational establishments of the Soviet Union, 
students study problems of protection of human rights in armed 
conflicts in the general course of international law.

It is worth mentioning the teaching of IHL at a number of our Uni
versities, where students from developing countries get their edu
cation. There are such Universities in Moscow, Kiev and in other cities 
of the USSR.

We would like to stress that in the Soviet Union, much attention is 
paid to the involvement of young people into socially useful activities 
aimed at the promotion of economic and social development of the 
USSR, securing economic, cultural, social, political and civil rights. 
Much is done for the education of our youth in the spirit of peace, 
internationalism, respect for fundamental rules and principles of inter
national law, IHL included. We believe that youth should play an 
important role in the struggle against such outlawed phenomena as 
colonialism and neocolonialism, all forms of racial discrimination, 
racism, apartheid, alien domination and occupation, aggression, and so 
on, that is to say phenomena which cause violations of IHL, and are 
the main reasons of sufferings of many working people throughout the 
world.

Soviet textbooks on international law have, as a rule, one or more 
chapters specially devoted to various problems of IHL. For instance, in 
1974 a textbook ("International law", managing editor G.l. Tunkin) 
was published in our country, Chapter 19 of which deals with major 
problems of IHL. Here are the following questions of general character 
dealt with in that Chapter :

types of wars and international law; 
notion of laws and customs of war; 
humanisation of means of warfare; 
international conventions.
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Section II of the Chapter is devoted to such questions as :

protection of the civilian population;
legal status of wounded, sick and shipwrecked members of Armed 
Forces;
treatment of prisoners of war;
occupied territories; 
protection of civilian property in the event of armed conflict.

Section III of Chapter 19 covers the following questions :

legal consequences of a beginning of war; 
theatre of war;
means of warfare;
sea and air wars;
neutrality in time of war; 
cessation of war.

In the same way, the problematic in question is usually described in 
many other Soviet textbooks on international law.

In the Soviet Armed Forces, there is a system of juridical service 
which is of great help to military commanders in the field of promoting 
law and order and legal education of servicemen. Military jurists are, 
in fact, the commanders1 legal advisers. They also participate actively 
in dissemination of legal knowledge.

It is necessary to emphasize that the teaching and dissemination of 
international law have always been paid much attention to in the Soviet 
Army. During the second World War, Soviet soldiers not only knew but 
also acted in accordance with provisions of international law applicable 
in armed conflicts.

Everybody knows about the brutal treatment of Soviet prisoners of war 
by the Nazis. However, the Soviet Note of 27 April 1942, which listed 
some facts of such treatment, pointed out that "Despite all those facts, 
the Soviet Government, true to the principles of humanism and 
respecting its international commitments, does not intend even under 
such circumstances to have recourse to retaliatory measures with 
regard to German prisoners of war and . continues to perform its 
obligations under the Hague Convention of 1907, also signed but so 
perfidiously violated by Germany".

In conducting military operations during the second World War, the 
Soviet Army took all feasible precautions with a view to avoiding 
incidental loss of civilian life, injury to civilians and damage to civilian 
objects. For example, in the Appeal of the Second Ukrainian Front 
Military Council to the population of Austria, it was stressed that the 
Soviet Army "is at war with German occupants, but not with the 
population of Austria". Order N 1 of the military commandant of Berlin 
demanded children in Berlin to be supplied with milk. The Military 
Council of the First Byelorussia Front, the troops of which first 
entered Berlin, issued a special Order on milk-supply of children in 
Berlin on 31 May 1945.

The above-mentioned and many other examples of humane actions of 
the Soviet Army are actively used in educating Soviet military men in 
the spirit of respect for the rules of I HL.
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In all military Academies officers study law, IHL included. In the 
curricula of military schools, military students study legal disciplines, 
international law applicable in armed conflict in particular. They study 
the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and the two Protocols additional to 
them.

Privates and non-commissioned officers study the main provisions of 
the Geneva Conventions. To teach them, different means and methods 
are used, among them lectures, talks, films and so on.

In teaching military jurists, who are, as it was earlier mentioned, the 
military commanders1 legal advisers, special attention is paid to pro
blems of IHL. Future military jurists study in detail the Geneva 
Conventions of 1949, the Additional Protocols of 1977, the UN General 
Assembly Resolutions and other important sources and documents of 
international humanitarian law, and they take an examination.

All the previously mentioned textbooks and the other literature on IHL 
are widely used in the system of military instruction. We should like to 
mention that recently in the USSR, an eight-volume "Soviet Military 
Encyclopaedia" has been published. More than 100 articles of the 
Encyclopaedia deal with various problems of IHL.

Appreciating the activities of the ICRC and the League in the field of 
dissemination of IHL, we consider at the same time that dissemination 
must include clarification of the necessity of activating the Inter
national Red Cross' struggle for peace, against arms race, racism and 
racial discrimination, propaganda of relevent laws enacted throughout 
the world, condemnation of actions constituting a violation of rules and 
principles of IHL as well as the humane principles and ideals of the 
Red Cross. This would permit, in our opinion, to make the disse
mination more effective and raise the role of the Red Cross as a factor 
of peace.
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UNITED KINGDOM

SECONDARY AND UNIVERSITY EDUCATION

The curricula of the British secondary and university education 
systems are not State controlled. The local educational authorities in 
Britain are essentially responsible for the content of schools1 curricula, 
although in practice much of this responsiblity is delegated to the head 
teacher and to senior staff. There is clearly a large measure of 
common ground between local authorities and schools as to basic sub
jects of curricula, but methods of approach, teaching techniques, etc. 
may vary widely.

To an even greater degree than is the case with secondary schools, 
universities in Britain are completely autonomous academic institutions 
exercising control over the courses offered and the degrees or diplo
mas awarded. Each university publishes its handbook which includes 
an outline of its syllabus studies. The organisation of faculties and 
departments, or schools of studies, varies from university to uni
versity and ‘there is no uniform pattern of which subjects fall in the 
syllabus of a particular faculty or school of studies.

The following provides background information on the extent to which 
humanitarian law and related subjects are taught in British secondary 
schools and universities.

I . SECONDARY EDUCATION

So far as we are aware, there is little direct “teaching" of inter
national humanitarian law and the Geneva Conventions in any 
regular or cohesive sense although it is likely that the subjects 
emerge within the context of liberal and interdisciplinary studies. 
The latter have in recent years been the subject of a good deal 
of attention in secondary schools. It is also becoming common for 
schools to encourage debates among pupils on topics either directly 
or indirectly related to international affairs, the relationship 
between peoples of different background, culture, belief, etc.

In addition, the Law Society is concerned to encourage interest in 
legal matters among pupils and "law" as a subject is gradually 
appearing in schools. However, the progress in this direction 
has so far been slow, and this in turn diminishes the chances of 
"international law" becoming recognised as a course study within 
the larger subject of "law."

The Humanities Curriculum Project, developed by the Schools 
Council, has produced material for use by children of 14 and 
above. One of the "packages" includes a section on "international 
law" which makes reference to conventions relating to war vic
tims; another package devoted to "law and order" contains mat
erial on international conventions.

The Department of Education and Science also produce a booklet 
which is distributed to chief education officers throughout the 
country and which includes a section dealing with the Inter
national and British Red Cross and the Geneva Conventions.
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The Department estimates a circulation of 30/35,000 copies annually, 
although from now on the booklet will only be produced biennially.

11 . UNIVERSITIES

There are Chairs of Law, Jurisprudence, etc. at most British 
universities. The teaching of academic studies in departments or 
faculties of law would almost certainly be concerned to some 
extent with international law in general, including international 
humanitarian law.

We gather that King's College, London University, has offered 
international humanitarian law as a topic within the broader field 
of Defence Studies. Downing College, Cambridge University, also 
offers a course on the law of war. Some other universities place 
humanitarian law within the context of historical studies, for 
example the history of ideas. In this way the series of Geneva 
Conventions take their place as part of the history of moral ideas 
about war.

All the courses mentioned are optional.

The subject is taught as part of an International Law course or 
more rarely, as part of a Law of War Course. The syllabus for a 
Law of War course at London University was published in the 
following form in 1971/72 :

"The International Law of Armed Conflict and the Use of Force : 
The Law of Armed Conflict and Humanitarian Law." "The Law of 
Land Warfare ; recent developments with particular reference to 
the Geneva Red Cross Conventions of 1949." For this the recom
mended books included "The Red Cross Conventions" and "The 
Geneva Conventions of 1949" (114 Hague Recueil) by G.I.A.D. 
Draper; "Commentaries on the Geneva Conventions of 1949" 
(Volumes l-IV) and "Revue Internationale de la Croix-Rouge" by 
J.S. Pictet.

The London University course mentioned in the preceding para
graph is part of a year's course by way of seminars for gra
duates. Such seminars would be of about 1 1/2 hours in each 
week of 3 academic terms of about 10 weeks each.

The Geneva Conventions are included in examination subjects 
although the examinations are not exclusively devoted to the 
subject of the Geneva Conventions. There is no special diploma 
for the topic of the Geneva Conventions of 1949.

The text of the Conventions is available in the literature men
tioned above as well as in the UK Manual of Military Law (Part 3, 
the Law of War on Land), published by Her Majesty's Stationery 
Officer in 1958. This text is also published by HMSO in the 
Treaty Series and is annexed to the Geneva Conventions Act of 
1957. Faculty libraries normally carry limited numbers of books on 
this topic. The ICRC listed material is normally not available in 
university libraries. Basic materials certainly exist in English.
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A certain amount of literature appears in such periodicals as the 
British Year Book of I nternational Law, the International and 
Comparative Law Review and the Military Law and Law of War 
Review. This is normally written by academics and occasionally 
by legal advisers to Government Departments. There are limited 
numbers of theses by students.

Humanitarian Law tends to fall under the broader subject heading 
of, for example, the Law of War, Defence Studies or Human 
Rights Law, and the number of academic teachers of the subject 
is small.

In our opinion, such teaching should be given to the member of 
professional sectors, such as : members of the legal profession, 
national and International civil servants, doctors, political 
science and diplomatic colleges (and specialized courses for diplomats), 
schools of journalism, teaching training colleges; others although 
there are restrictions in terms of time, finance and the limitations 
mentioned in the foregoing paragraphs.

III. TEACHING TO ARMED FORCES

Teaching of international humanitarian law in the Services is 
based on the Service codification of the laws and customs of 
war in the Manual of Military Law Part 111 and the Manual of 
Air Force Law Volume II. It is mandatory for all recruits to 
the Services to receive instruction in the Geneva Conventions 
and Rules of War.

The Manual of Military Law Part III (The Law of War on Land) 
is being completely revised in the light of the Geneva Protocols 
of 1977. It will be replaced, on ratification of the Protocols, 
by a new tri-service manual on the law of armed conflict of 
which the revised version of MML III will form a very substantial 
part. A training pamphlet 'The Law of Armed Conflict1 was 
produced in 1977. A new edition is to be published in 1981. 
The Geneva Conventions Regulations are also to be revised 
and up-dated later this year.

Instruction using lectures, discussions, demonstrations, films, 
slides and the distribution of lecture notes and leaflets is in
cluded in initial military training for all recruits in the three 
Services.

Additional instruction is included in some continuation training 
courses, and in some promotion training courses.

Special attention is given to the training of Chaplains and 
medical personnel in this field, through lectures and discussions. 
Chaplains pass on what they have learned to Servicemen through 
special courses, and in discussions in course of their pastoral 
work.

All lectures and other teaching materials are kept up to date. 
Some instructions, particularly for the Servicemen more likely 
to be taken prisoner, examine situations in which the British 
Services have recently been involved.
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All the lectures on humanitarian law cover the same cardinal 
points, but the style of presentation is adapted to suit officers, 
NCOs and other ranks.

Officers receive more detailed instruction in the respective 
Manuals of Military and Air Force Law. All three groups receive 
additional instruction, according to their needs, during their 
Service careers.

STRUCTURE, ORGANIZATION, PROGRAMMES AND METHODS OF 
TEACHING IN THE ARMED FORCES :

a) Army

All recruits receive instruction as part of their normal 
military training. Additional training is provided for the Intel
ligence Corps and Royal Military Police, Royal Army Medical 
Corps, the Royal Army Dental Corps and the Queen Alexandra 
Royal Army Nursing Corps. Serving Chaplains and personnel of 
the Territorial and Army Volunteer Reserve and Army Cadet 
Force receive additional instruction at annual Conferences. 
Officer cadets at RMA Sandhurst and officers at Staff College 
receive further instruction in this field. There is an annual 
check in a unit's Fitness or Role certificate on the level of know
ledge of the conventions among its personnel. This involves 
regimental officers running revision courses from time to time.

b) Navy and Royal Marines

All personnel are instructed during initial training. The rights 
of prisoners of war under the Geneva Conventions are emphasised 
in continuation training for officers and other ranks. Medical 
Branch ratings receive instruction, particularly on points of 
medical importance, during their Part II training. Naval nurses 
receive instruction during an Introductory Course. Royal Marines 
instruction includes exercises involving the basic principle of the 
Geneva Conventions.

c) RAF

All airmen recruits and officer entrants receive instruction during 
initial training. Additional training is given during specialist 
courses at the RAF School of Combat Survival and Rescue. Air
crew, who are in more danger of being taken prisoners, are 
given additional instruction.

d) Instruction in all the Services centres on a basic one-hour lecture 
which covers the principal points of the Geneva Conventions, 
including those dealing with the rules of combat and the rights of 
prisoners of war and of protected persons. Additional instruction 
is adapted to suit the needs of the personnel receiving it.

e) A lecture on international humanitarian law is included in the 
Course at the Royal College of Defence Studies.

f) As the detailed programmes of instruction vary considerably 
throughout the Services it is not possible to give a full summary. 
However, the following programme for all officers under initial 
training on entering the Royal Air Force is offered as an 
example.
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g) The programme of lectures to each course of officers is as follows :

Preliminary Study : Consideration of a 'handout' summarising
the historical background to, and the 
principles of, Humanitarian Law, the Law 
of Armed Conflict and the Geneva Con
ventions and the Protocols thereto.

Lecture 1 ; The Law of Armed Conflict and the Con
duct of War, with particular emphasis on 
Air Operations. Questions and Answers.

Film : US Training Film : 'Air Operations and
the Law of Armed Conflict'.

Lecture 2 ; The Victims of War. The Geneva
Conventions and the Protocols thereto. 
Recent developments. Questions and 
Answers.

Medical and Nursing Officers and Chap
lains entering the Service attend a 
separate lecture which concentrates 
attention on their special rights and 
obligations in international law.

Some training courses include written tests with questions about inter
national humanitarian law.

There is no formal Service diploma in the subject. Service legal 
officers are suitably qualified to instruct on their subject and, when 
possible, they attend multi-national courses and conferences on the 
Law of Armed Conflict.

The Services' teachers of international humanitarian law are drawn 
from Service personnel qualified to teach the subject including bar
risters and solicitors. They devote considerable time to personal 
study of this subject. Sufficient instructors are selected and trained 
to meet the requirements described above.

A Law Training and Publications Branch, headed by a Colonel, has 
been set up at HQ UK Land Forces. Its tasks include all law of armed 
conflict (LOAC), training of officers and the production of LOAC 
manuals, pamphlets and training aids.

LOAC Lectures are included in courses for all officers as follows :

a. For officer cadets at Royal Military Academy Sandhurst.

b. For Lieutenants at Military Law Courses which they must attend 
before promotion to Captain.

c. For Captains at the Junior Command and Staff Course which they 
must attend before promotion to Major.

d. For Potential Commanding Officers at the Staff College.
In addition, regular LOAC presentations are given to Medical, Dental 
and Nursing officers, Chaplains, legal officers and officers responsible 
for the handling and interrogation of prisoners of war.
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Additional informal teaching and knowledge is disseminated through the 
Service Chaplains.

A full variety of teaching aids and materials including films and slides 
is available to all the Services, and the various training centres pro
duce additional material to fulfil their own requirements.

The Manual of Military Law Part III and the Manual of Air Force Law 
Volume II are on permanent issue to all headquarters and units in the 
Army and RAF (as appropriate). The Navy uses the Army Manual and 
distributes it widely.

Various other manuals are available, including a handbook containing a 
section on the Geneva Conventions which is issued to all Naval Medical 
Branch Ratings, and a summary for Service Chaplains which is inclu
ded in the Chaplain's Handbook.

The UK has available a manual for issue as necessary prescribing rules 
for setting up POW camps in accordance with the principles of the 
Geneva Convention - Regulations for the Application of the 1949 
Geneva Conventions and for the Treatment of Prisoners of War.

A recently prepared Army Booklet on Basic Battle Skills incorporates a 
chapter summarising the Rules of War and the Geneva Conventions, 
thus combining instructions on the Conventions with instructions on 
conducting the kind of operations to which they would apply.

IV. TEACHING THE POPULATION

To the extent that the media report situations in which the Inter
national Red Cross is involved, the public becomes aware of the 
work undertaken by various elements of the Red Cross movement 
in various fields, including that of humanitarian law. The ac
tivities of the British Red Cross in the international field are well 
publicised and Red Cross branches are frequently invited to 
provide speakers for a variety of organisations with widespread 
membership, such as Rotary Clubs. Background material, sup
plemented by monthly notes of current Red Cross activities in the 
international field, which might include humanitarian law aspects, 
are provided for speakers.

The British Red Cross Society organises courses which are open 
to all its members (90,000 adults and 60,000 juniors). It is 
customary to include in the syllabus of such courses a session on 
the International Red Cross which includes reference to the 
organisation's protection role. The Geneva Conventions are 
referred to in the handbook of the General Nursing Council and 
in training pamphlets available to nurses in medical libraries and 
Colleges. In addition, information about the Conventions is 
displayed at 15 Police Training Centres through which police 
recruits are inducted and further details are available there on 
request. Reference to the Conventions, particularly those pro
visions likely to concern the police in peace-time, is made in a 
confidential circular of operational advice to the police which is 
held by all police forces. More specific guidance on the treatment 
of prisoners of war, emphasising the need to ensure strict com
pliance with the provisions of the Convention relative to the 
Treatment of Prisoners of War, is contained in the Police War 
Duties Manual, to be held by all police officers.
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V. GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

The British Red Cross Society has a Protection Officer and both 
he and other senior members of the Society have contacts in the 
relevant governement departments. The British Red Cross Society 
has under consideration the suggestion that its contacts with 
government on the subject of dissemination might be formalised 
through the establishment of some form of Committee.

The British Red Cross ensures that its own membership, and in 
particular its junior membership, is well acquainted with the 
Geneva Conventions and with the work of the I nternational Red 
Cross in general. This is achieved not only through talks during 
courses, but through a 2 monthly newspaper for members of the 
British Red Cross and an Annual Review which reaches both 
members and some sections of the general public. Owing to the 
decentralised nature of the British schools system (see Sections 
I-I I above) no central approach is possible, but local efforts have 
been made to stimulate interest in the Red Cross through pro
duction of a wall chart with accompanying teachers notes, dealing 
with the development of the movement.

Public International Law is probably the most appropriate overall 
subject heading for international humanitarian law.

The presentation of material depends on the type of audience at 
which it is aimed. One general approach could be to link any 
form of instruction with explanations of International and National 
Red Cross activities in peace-time.

To induce educational institutes to include courses on inter
national humanitarian law into their programmes, the most practical 
way is perhaps to offer some form of financial assistance, de
pendent of course on budgetary restraints.

The International Red Cross should be encouraged to publicise 
their peace-time successes.

Primary schools deal with children up to the age of 11 years. 
Although in recent years a good deal of attention has been given 
in secondary schools to liberal and interdisciplinary studies 
(Sections I and II) it is doubtful whether the younger children in 
primary schools would be receptive to these subjects.

We should in principle welcome greater international co-operation 
on the teaching of international humanitarian law.

It is desirable to train Protecting Power personnel although time, 
lack of money and personnel could be an insuperable obstacle.

Concerning the teaching and research in international humani
tarian law, the methods of financing would best be considered by 
the ICRC.



215

BRITISH RED CROSS

1. In 1978 the British Red Cross Society reviewed its role and
activities in the field of dissemination of the Geneva Conventions 
and the Red Cross Principles. This reassessment was prompted 
by guidance published by the ICRC and the League, by 
information obtained about the work of sister Societies, and by 
the Society's own experience in this work. As a result, the
Society's policy on this subject was defined by its governing 
body, the Council, in January 1979. In brief, that policy is to :

i) Concentrate primarily on educating the Society's own 
membership.

ii) Devote some effort to selected sections of the public, notably 
students at medical and nursing schools, journalists, certain 
law students, teachers and school children, in the first 
instance essentially on an experimental basis in order to 
refine approaches and methods.

Hi) Revise and enliven existing publications and audio-visual 
material, for use as educational aids.

iv) When sufficient progress has been achieved with all of the 
foregoing tasks, to seek to work closely with the government 
authorities, so that the Society may play an effective part in 
spreading appropriate knowledge and understanding among 
the public generally. It is considered that when the Society 
has established a more informed membership, and a more 
substantial and proven educational capacity, it will be in a 
better position to offer its assistance to government.

2. Progress has unfortunately been slower than desired, partly 
because it has been necessary to undertake a good deal of 
preparatory work which does not produce immediate, visible 
results. Thus, representatives of the Society have gone to 
several conferences and seminars organised internationally, and 
we now have a small group of informed people, drawn from within 
the Society and outside it, who are able and keen to carry out 
different aspects of this work in a variety of settings.

3. Preparatory to launching extensive educational activities among 
the selected target groups, publications have been reviewed and 
new aids tested. The following are examples :

i) "The Geneva Conventions - the Red Cross". This is a new, 
illustrated booklet setting out the main features of the 
Conventions and showing the connection between them and 
the Red Cross. It contains the amount of knowledge of the 
Conventions which we expect a typical member of the Society 
to acquire. To be printed by September, 1981, it will be a 
standard aid in most of our educational activities.
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ii) A simple introductory leaflet is presently being written 
which will be given to all new members when they join, 
emphasising the Red Cross Principles as a commitment of 
membership, and outlining the basic concepts of the 
Conventions.

¡ii) Tests have been carried out in a number of British schools 
on the new guide prepared by the League for use with the 
ICRC film "PAX".

We have had experience in using this film throughout the 
country, for some years now, and we therefore appreciate 
how greatly the new guide, consisting of a booklet and two 
sets of slides, enhances the usefulness of the film. As a 
result of the successful tests, the whole "package" will be 
made available to both Red Cross Youth groups and to 
schools.

iv) A pilot scheme, using the Red Cross Teaching Guide as a 
basis, has been less convincing. In one area of the country 
efforts were made to have the Red Cross accepted as an 
example subject in the examination syllabus and alternatively 
as a non-examination project in a cross section of different 
types of schools. It was found that an unexpectedly great 
variety of requirements of teachers in different subjects, 
and at different types of schools, precluded the use of the 
Guide in its standard form, except as a general reference 
source. Extensive revision of the Guide, and its subdivision 
into smaller units, would be needed to meet the varied needs 
our pilot scheme encountered. We have not embarked upon 
such a revision because of the development mentioned in (v) 
below.

v) The Teaching Packs on seven aspects of the Red Cross,
including the Geneva Conventions, recently produced in 
draft form by the League seem to us to be a better prospect 
than the Teaching Guide ((iv) above). A number of schools 
have agreed to test this new material and we hope to know 
the results by the end of 1981. If the reaction is favour
able, we shall adapt the packs as necessary to meet the 
requirements in this country, and reproduce them for wide 
distribution in British schools and Red Cross Youth groups.

4. With basic preparatory work either completed or well in hand, we 
are now planning a concerted programme of educational activities 
throughout the Society. Organisational and administrative arrange
ments are being made to enable the programme to be carried out 
as effectively as possible. We have also felt that a new name is 
needed for this activity. It will be known henceforth within this 
Society as the "Promotion of Principes and Law." The action 
programme will be called "The Principles and Law Programme."

5. In making this brief report we have confined ourselves to those 
parts of our work which relate directly to the dissemination of the 
Geneva Conventions and the Red Cross Principles. We have not 
referred to the other facets of Red Cross work which indirectly 
contribute to dissemination, particularly of the Red Cross 
Principles.
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United States Government Report Concerning the 
———————Dj sseinination of Knowledge of ~

International Humanitarian Law

This report responds, on behalf of the United States 
Government, to the request of the ICRC for information on 
the dissemination of knowledge of international humanitarian 
law, pursuant to Resolution VII of the 23rd International 
Conference of the Red Cross.

I. United States Armed Forces

A. Method of Instruction

Army

The United States recognizes both a legal and moral 
responsibility to implement and ensure compliance with the 
humanitarian principles of the body of law of war to all of 
its members. As a matter of principle, this training is 
programmed specifically to apply to all groups within the 
Amy with a view to providing the best education and train
ing to each member commensurate with his duties and re
sponsibilities. The Army believes that a well-trained, 
well-disciplined force is the best deterrent to law of war 
violations and to this end encourages these characteristics 
in the forces as well as providing the necessary instruction 
so all are aware of their obligations.

Formal law of war training for enlisted personnel be
gins during their Initial Entry Training phase. During this 
stage of military training, the soldier receives ten hours 
of formcil instruction and the concepts taught are then 
incorporated as concurrent training in other military sub
jects. Upon arrival in his unit, the soldier is again given 
formal instruction in the Code of Conduct, Military Justice, 
and the Geneva-Hague conventions. Additionally, all com
manders are responsible for ensuring that their personnel 
receive supplemental training, as needed, to make them 
knowledgeable of their rights and obligations. As the 
soldier advances in responsibility and through the Army 
school system the basic instruction is modified and expanded 
to a level of sophistication commensurate with the indi
vidual's rank and duties. The Army has 345 military spe— 
cialty schools, as well as 80 advanced schools, and most 
give relevant Law of War instruction. Education for en
listed personnel culminates with instruction given at the 
U.S. Army Sergeants Major Academy titled "International

X
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Treaties—Law of Land and Sea Warfare. Training is man
datory and continuous efforts are made to upgrade the 
quality of the training and update instruction to reflect 
the most factual, realistic, and current situation.

Officers receive their initial education and training 
in law of war subjects in schools such as Officer Candidate 
School or the United States Military Academy. More specific 
and supplemental instruction is given at the branch schools, 
at the advanced career development courses, the Command and 
General Staff College, and the Army War College. In addi
tion, all officers participate in the mandatory annual 
education/training system as described above for enlisted 
personnel.

Every effort is made to ensure that training is adapted 
to present day conditions of modern warfare and that the 
training is both interesting and of high quality. Before 
training materials are released for Army-wide use, they are 
usually tested in the field to prove both their accuracy and 
relevance. Details on the types of training films and 
publications available have been previously provided and a 
continuing effort is made to update these materials. Within 
field units, Law of War questions are inserted in field 
exercises to test both individual and unit knowledge of the 
law of war, reinforce previous classroom training, and 
evaluate existing procedures to determine their effective
ness. While extensive instruction is given at all levels, 
the overriding principle is that adherence to the law of war 
remains the responsibility of the combat leader. An aware 
leadership controlling a trained, well disciplined force, is 
the best preventor of violations.

The Law of War (LOW) program is categorized at four 
levels commensurate with individual and operational re
quirements :

Level A: Represents the minimum level of understand
ing of the law of war for all members of 
the Navy; to be received during accession 
training by all personnel.

Level B: The minimum level of understanding for per
sonnel whose military speciality or assign
ment involves tactical (including tacti
cal administrative) planning or direct con
frontation with the enemy.
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Level C: The minimum level of understanding for per
sonnel whose military assignment entails 
significant tactical operational responsi
bility.

Level D: The minimum level of understanding for judge 
advocates whose military assignment entails 
advisory responsibility to tactical commands.

Level A is taught by instructors as a specific block, of 
information separate from the Code of Conduct and the UCMJ 
to all Navy personnel at enlisted and officer accession 
points. Standard lesson plans express in simple, succinct 
form those principles which manifest the overall humani
tarian philosophy of the LOW. Training addresses restric
tions on conduct in combat; emphasizes prohibitions most 
deleterious to the conduct of combat operations; and high
lights the personal responsibility of individuals who pre
judice the discipline and order essential in combat, in
cluding the reporting of and prosecution of violators. A 
handbook on the LOW is provided to each individual as re
inforcement of instructor training. Trainees do not repeat 
LOW training given at Level A.

The present navy LOW training program was implemented 
in 1980 and reflects the practices and understandings 
arising from current international convention and military 
experience.

Air Force

Air Force Regulation 110-32 assigns specific responsi
bilities for training in the law of armed conflict to en
sure that all personnel are familiar with the law to the 
extent required by their responsibilities and duties. Other 
regulations require special training for Air Force Security 
Police and medical personnel. A recent change to Air Force 
Inspector General regulations requires that the ability of 
field commands to apply the law of armed conflict be a sub
ject of inspections. The law of armed conflict is included 
in the required course of instruction at the Air Force 
Academy and in certain other officer training and education 
programs. The texts of the Geneva Conventions are dis
seminated in Air Force Pamphlet 110-20, Selected Inter
national Agreements. This publication has recently been 
revised; the revision, which will be published this year, 
will also include texts of Additional Protocols I and II, 
and the United Nations Convention on Conventional Weapons.



220

Marines

The Marine Corps Law of War Program was established by 
Marine" Corps Order 3300.2 published on 23 January 1980. This 
directive establishes the Marine Corps Law of War Program, 
identifies its objectives, and tasks specific individuals 
with responsibilities for the effective operation of the 
program. The basic training objective is not to teach all 
of the Law of Armed Conflict to all Marines, but rather to 
give each Marine sufficient training commensurate with 
his/her assigned tasks so that they are aware of their 
responsibilities under the Hague and Geneva Conventions. 
From initial recruit training to the Command and Staff 
College for field grade officers, all Marine Corps education 
programs include Law of War training designed specifically 
for the individuals concerned. Field exercises utilizing 
realistic scenarios are employed to reinforce the individual 
training received previously in the classroom. The Director, 
Training Division, at Headquarters, U.S. Marine Corps, has 
the oversight responsibility for the entire Marine Corps 
program. The Director, Judge Advocate Division, and the 
Deputy Chief of Staff for Reserve Affairs provide assistance 
through technical expertise and manpower assets that may be 
required. In addition, the order recognizes certain field 
commanders and tasks them with specific requirements. The 
Commanding Generals, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific, Fleet 
Marine Force, Atlantic, 4th Marine Division and 4th Marine 
Aircraft Wing, are required to integrate Law of War instruc
tion into Fleet Marine Force training. Law of War instruc
tion is provided for formal schools training by the Command
ing General, Marine Corps Development and Education Command, 
Quantico, Virginia, while the Commanding Generals of the 
Marine Corps Recruit Depots have introduced a Law of War 
package into recruit training. In addition to the training 
requirements, all Fleet Marine Force commanders are required 
to review their operation and contingency plans to ensure 
that the provisions are consistent with the Law of War. 
Marine Corps Order 3300.2 also identified personnel and 
material resources available to support the successful 
operation of the program. In regard to the personnel avail
able, the Marine Corps has created a Mobilization Training 
Unit (MTU) of Reserve officers knowledgeable in International 
Humanitarian Law and related subjects. This is the first 
Law of War program in the U.S. Armed Forces utilizing the 
Reserves. MTU DC-08, under the cognizance of the Director, 
Training Division, is available to aid commanders "in the 
preparation, execution, and evaluation of training exercises
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the development of individual and unit programs, and the 
design of appropriate Law of War training materials." To 
utilize potential as well as existing personnel assets, both 
Reserve and active duty judge advocates receive technical 
legal training in the Law of War at the Marine Corps Law of 
War Course currently being conducted at the Naval Justice 
School, Newport, Rhode Island. The first class was held 4-8 
May 1981 with seven active duty and Reserve Marine Corps 
judge advocates and three Navy judge advocates in attend
ance. Developed by members of MTU DC-08, this course will 
be held four times a year and will provide qualified active 
and Reserve officers to serve as instructors, plans review
ers, or umpires in field exercises supporting the Fleet 
Marine Force training. Non-lawyer personnel involved in 
training are traveling to the Army JAG School in Charlottes
ville, Virginia, to attend the Law of War Workshops which 
address training methods and materials.

B. Adaptation to Different Ranks

Army
I

Army subject schedule 27-1 defines for instruction the 
objectives and scope of the training and provides specific 
lesson plans and adaptations for either enlisted or officer 
personnel. AR 35-216 further defines specific training re
sponsibilities and the entire system is oriented toward the 
duties and responsibilities of the individual.

The basic premise for the LOW program is that all Navy 
personnel receive mandatory training (Level A) in the basic 
principles of international humanitarian law. Subsequent 
training is provided to Navy members commensurate with each 
individual's duties and responsibilities with the principles 
of LOW integrated into operational plans and rules of en
gagement. Training towards Levels B and C will involve a 
proportionate increase in sophistication (rather than an 
increase in volume) of LOW knowledge to match the member's 
assignment. While rank of specialization has a bearing on 
the individual's knowledge of LOW, his assignment is the 
principal factor. Level D training is intended for judge 
advocates assigned to afloat billets and a designated judge 
advocate on the staff of each fleet or type commander and at 
the major command and national command echelons. LOW duties 
are in consonance with the Commander's responsibilities.

X
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Marines

The training objective of the Marine Corps program is 
not to teach all of the Law of Armed Conflict to all Marines 
but ra~ther to give Marines sufficient training commensurate 
with their assigned tasks. Marine Corps Order 3300.2 sets 
forth three levels of understanding that can be accomplished 
by classroom instruction as well as practical field exer
cises. They are:

Level A: The minimum level of understanding of the 
Law of War required of all Marines.

Level B: The levels of understanding necessary for 
personnel whose military speciality or 
assignment involve tactical training or 
direct confrontation with the enemy, com
mensurate with their grade and responsi
bility.

Level C: The levels of understanding necessary for 
judge advocates whose military assignment 
entails advisory responsibility to tacti
cal commands.

Level A training is designed to take place at the 
accession point with the emphasis on the formal classroom 
technique. While it need not be complex, training at this 
level develops a general understanding of the basic princi
ples of the Law of War and stresses the firm U.S. commitment 
to observe these principles at all times.

More specialized training is found under levels B and
C. Those Marines who are responsible for actual operational 
planning or confrontation with an opposing, hostile force 
receive level B training. This level obviously concentrates 
on the practical application of the general principles. The 
classroom technique is now supplemented by field training 
exercises developed to expose these Marines to real life 
scenarios. The last level of training addresses the re
sponsibilities of the judge advocates in Fleet Marine Force 
commands. It recognizes the role of the judge advocate in 
assisting the command in "operational planning and execu
tion." To facilitate the training at these levels, the 
Marine Corps Law of War program identifies nine basic prin
ciples:

- Marines fight only enemy combatants.
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- Marines do not harm enemies who surrender. Dis
arm them and turn them over to your superior.

- Marines do not kill or torture prisoners.

- Marines collect and care for the wounded, whether 
friend or foe.

- Marines do not attack medical personnel, facilities, 
or equipment.

- Marines destroy no more than mission requires.

- Marines treat all civilians humanely.

- Marines do not steal. Marines respect private pro
perty and possessions.

- Marines should do their best to prevent violations 
of the Law of War. Report all violations of Law 
of War to your superior.

These principles are patterned after "The Soldier's 
Rules" drafted by military experts at the European Red Cross 
Seminar on the Dissemination of Knowledge of the Geneva Con
ventions held in Warsaw in March of 1977. In simple, readily 
understandable language, these basic rules are designed to 
enable the individual to respond not only automatically to 
the rapidly changing environment of the battlefield but 
also, correctly and in conformity with the Law of War. 
Conformance with these rules ensures obedience to at least 
the minimum requirements of International Humanitarian Law.

C. Structure and Organization of Teaching Programs

Army

On 4 November 1974, the Department of Defense, noting 
the need for a comprehensive, uniform statement of policy 
on the implementation of law of war, issued DOD Directive 
5100.77, "DOD Law of War Program." This directive was 
updated in 1979 and its implementation has been further 
strengthened by Chief of Staff Regulation 11-2 and Army 
Regulation 350-216, already mentioned, which establishes 
law of war training standards and responsibilities. DOD 
Directive 5100.77 also requires the establishment of a 
system for reporting and investigating alleged violations, 
a system fully implemented within the Army.

X
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The structure, organization, programs, and methods of 
teaching are as detailed in previous reports. The Secretary 
of the" Army retains direct responsibility for reporting 
procedures and investigation of alleged violators of the law 
of war committed by members of the U.S, Army, The Army's 
Judge Advocate General is actively involved in all phases of 
development and implementation of the Army's Law of War 
program and provides legal advice to the Secretary of the 
Army, the Army Staff, and field commiinders on these matters. 
In accordance with DOD Directive 5500.15, as implemented by 
Army Regulation 27-53 of 1 January 79, the Judge Advocate 
General conducts a legal review of all new Army weapons to 
ensure compliance with current standards of humanitarian 
law. The Judge Advocate General also reviews all operations 
plans, contingency plans, rules of engagement, target lists, 
and field manuals relating to tactical doctrine or the 
handling of protected persons.

Level A training is provided at each Navy accession 
point. Instruction and materials are developed or approved 
by the Judge Advocate General (JAG). Initial instructor 
training is provided by JAG. Enlisted personnel receive LOW 
training at Recruit Training Centers located in Orlando, 
Florida, San Diego, California, and Great Lakes, Illinois. 
Officer personnel receive LOW training at: Officer In
doctrination School and the Officer Candidate School, New
port, Rhode Island; Aviation Officer Candidate School, 
Pensacola, Florida; and at the United States Naval Academy, 
Annapolis, Maryland. Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps 
enrollees are provided Level A training in their senior year 
at their respective schools.

Level B is provided chaplains and medical personnel for 
understanding of their protection under LOW. Commensurate 
with their duties and responsibilities, other personnel such 
as fleet pilots, SEAL teams, Landing Party Indoctrination 
Course trainees and photoimagery interpreters receive Level 
B. Career, intermediate, and top level officer development 
courses emphasize gaming exercises and scenarios rather than 
formal instruction for Level B understanding. At Level B, 
training is not generally LOW per se. Rather, skills for 
compliance with LOW in its practical applications are developed.
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Level C LOW training is given on a special briefing 
basis by the Level D qualified judge advocate on that staff. 
Emphasis is on the individual's respnsibility for adherence 
to LOW in the implementation of operational plans and the 
engagement of forces.

Level D training is geared to the unique nature of LOW 
and the need of the fleet, type, or afloat commander as 
well as at the major command and national command echelons 
for staff expertise in operational planning.

Air Force

The Office of the Judge Advocate General has published 
a reference text on The Law of Armed Conflict for Air Force 
lawyers (AFP 110-31, International Law - The Law of Armed 
Conflict and Air Operations) and a shorter publication for 
non-lawyers entitled the Commander’s Handbook on the Law 
of Armed Conflict. The same office has also prepared train
ing films on the Geneva Conventions for aircrew members, 
medical personnel, lawyers and general military personnel.

Marine

Marine Corps Law of War training program integrates 
classroom training into previously existing training 
schedules. As indicated above, all Marine Corps education 
programs include Law of War training designed specifically 
for the individuals concerned. Enlisted Marines receive 
two and a half hours of instruction on Law of War issues 
at recruit training. Subsequently in their careers, they 
receive additional instruction at the Noncommissioned 
Officer and Staff Noncommissioned Officer Academies under 
the direction of the Commanding General, Marine Corps 
Development and Education Command. In addition, for en
listed Marines, the Marine Corps Institute has published 
a correspondence course on the Law of War. All Marine 
officers receive three hours of accession level instruc
tion at The Basic School on the Law of War and Code of 
Conduct. Additional officer instruction is provided at 
the Amphibious Warfare School and the Advanced Communication 
Officer Course. For field grade officers, the Command and 
Staff College offers a two-hour resident lecture course on 
the Law of Land Warfare. In addition to the instruction 
that they receive at The Basic School, Marine Corps judge 
advocates, as indicated above, receive supplemental in
struction in the Marine Corps Law of War Course currently 
held at the Naval Justice School, Newport, Rhode Island.

Z
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D. Programs in Military Schools

Army

Generally, formal instruction in international humani
tarian law is taught in blocks of instruction varying any
where from two to six hours. The first hour of instruc
tion usually includes introductory remarks and the showing 
of either a training film or a locally-produced video tape 
version about the Conventions. Sometimes, the opening re
marks are followed by a lecture. The remaining hours are 
often reserved for student participation. This is usually 
accomplished in the classroom or in small seminar groups. 
The students either discuss the first hour of instruction 
or complete practical exercises.

Officers receive supplemental training in the law of 
war. At the Army War College, for example, the teaching of 
international humanitarian law is an integral part of the 
curriculum. The legal, moral and humanitarian considera
tions of international humanitarian law are discussed within 
the broader context of formulating national policy and imple
menting security objectives. For students desiring a more 
specialized treatment of the subject, a 36-hour course is 
offered which deals exclusively with the law of war and its 
humanitarian applications. Humanitarian international law 
is further provided as a research topic for individual 
students wishing to do independent studies in this area.

A comprehensive program of instruction in international 
humanitarian law has been established at the Judge Advocate 
General's School. That program of instruction is designed 
to prepare both military lawyers and commanders for meeting 
their particular obligations under international law and 
Army Regulations.

A basic course is required for all officers entering 
active duty as judge advocates. Thirteen hours of instruc
tion are devoted to the law of war, primarily to qualify 
the students as instructors.

After approximately five years of service, selected 
judge advocates attend the advanced course which includes 
an extensive program in international humanitarian law. 
During nine months of training, all students in the advanced 
course are. required to attend 57 hours of international 
law instruction. Twenty-seven hours are devoted to general 
international law and 30 hours specifically to the law of 
war. This intensive program is designed to make the mid-
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level-career judge advocate an expert advisor on the law 
of war. There are two examinations in international law 
which are prerequisite to the awarding of the diploma given 
upon graduation. Additionally, each student in the advanced 
course must obtain 14 elective credits. Each elective 
credit is equal to 14 hours of classroom instruction. These 
elective courses which include international humanitarian 
law are "Selected Problems in the Law of War", "Interna
tional Law and Military Operations", "International Pro
tection of Human Rights", and "Conflict Management". Ap
proximately 50 officers attend the advanced course each 
year.

A two-week resident course devoted solely to the law of 
z war and legal implications of military operations is pre

sented in alternate years to approximately 60 students. 
The course is attended by both active duty and Reserve judge 
advocates. Course content parallels that presented in the 
core curriculum of the advanced course and incorporates 
several elements of the elective program relative to the 
conduct of military oeprations.

Reserve judge advocates complete the advanced course 
to qualify for promotion. They may obtain credit by attend
ing resident short courses at The Judge Advocate General's 
School or through a non-resident training program (corres
pondence course) . These programs are also available to active 
duty officers who do not attend the resident advanced course. 
Officers enrolled in the non-resident training program re
ceive training equivalent to that which is given in the re
sident advance course. There are approximately 1100 officers 
enrolled in this program at the present time.

Every fourth year Reserve judge advocate units with 
international law responsibilities attend the Judge Advocate 
General’s School for two weeks for specialized unit training. 
In the summer of 1976, approximately 100 officers and en
listed members of 24 international law teams attended such ■ 
resident training which focused on international humanitarian 
law.

Approximately 360 senior officers (colonels and lieu
tenant colonels) attend the "Senior Officer Legal Orientation" 
course at The Judge Advocate General's School annually. 
These officers are not lawyers. They are in key command 
positions in the United States forces around the world. As 
part of the course, they participate in small groups in a
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seminar discussion of their responsibilities to ensure 
that international legal restrictions are understood by 
the members of their commands and that these precepts are 
incorporated into field training exercises.

The overall instruction in the law of war, at the 
schools referred to above, is tied closely to principles of 
war, leadership, and tactical concepts. The emphasis is 
not only on ensuring compliance with the law of war, but 
also on showing that compliance will usually result in 
effective, efficient action. The interrelationship between 
rules of law and military principles of war is stressed. 
For example, the legal rule of proportionality and the 
rule that civilians should not be made the object of attack 
are similar to the military principle of economy of force. 
It is demonstrated that the deliberate use of excessive 
force, or the use of force to attack nonmilitary targets, 
is wasteful in terms of military resources and values, and 
counterproductive in a military sense as well as a violation 
of the law of war.

At the Naval Academy, a fourth-year course entitled 
"Law and the Junior Officer" is required of all midshipmen. 
The Geneva and Hague Conventions are outlined, including 
their applicability to treatment of enemy and neutral vessels 
at sea. Additionally, three elective courses are offered 
which include instruction in the laws of war.

Students at the Naval War College receive eighteen 
hours of instruction in seven courses covering international 
law and law of war. An elective seminar is also offered, 
"Responsibility in Armed Conflict," which includes thirty 
hours of instruction in the methods/means of conducting 
war on land, at sea, and in the air. Responsibilities of 
the individual and the commander for failures of compliance 
with laws of war are addressed.

At the Naval Postgraduate School, an elective graduate 
course, "The Law of War," includes forty-four hours of 
instruction and provides four graduate credits.

Air Force

Currently, the Air Force Academy cadets use a pamphlet 
of thirty-nine pages, and their instruction includes five 
hours of class and approximately twenty-five take home 
problems. Additional instruction on the law of armed
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conflict is included in elected courses including philo
sophy, international law, and selected legal topics. The 
Air University has developed a separate readings booklet 
entitled The Laws of War including the Law Applicable to 
Air Operations.

In addition to these materials which deal exclusively 
with the law of armed conflict, other instructional mate
rial in use in the Air Force discuss the 1949 Geneva Con
ventions. Particularly this includes extensive material on 
the 1949 Geneva Conventions protecting PWs in escape and 
evasion training for aircrew members. Various instruction 
periods in the Air War College, Air Command and Staff Col
lege, Squadron Officer School, and at other schools under 
the Air University, deal with the law of armed conflict. 
For example, the objectives of training at the Squadron 
Officer School are to enable each student: (a) to identify 
the moral or ethical principles of the law of war; (b) to 
describe the standards of conduct prescribed by the law for 
combatants; (c) to describe what to do when criminal acts 
under the law of war are committed or ordered; and Cd) to 
describe the law as it applies to air warfare.

Marines

As previously discussed, all Marine Corps formal schools 
provide Law of War instruction tailored to the assigned 
tasks of the students concerned. Further elaboration is 
found in the discussion under previous questions.

E. Examination and Award of Diplomas

Army

As a general rule, all Army instruction is followed by 
an examination or a task oriented evaluation to ensure stu
dents have understood and retained the required training. 
For junior enlisted personnel, the task oriented evaluation 
is the method normally used. The approach normally involves 
placing the soldier within a controlled scenario to insure 
that he is able to apply the material target in a situation 
that approximates reality. For more senior enlisted per
sonnel and officers a written examination is commonly given. 
While no diploma, per se, is given in Law of War subjects, in 
most cases successful completion of the training is a pre
requisite to the successful completion of the course. The 
Judge Advocate General School is an exception to this general 
rule as students there are given a certificate upon success
ful completion of the course dealing with humanitarian law.
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Navy training in LOW at the four levels of instruction 
is not- the subject of an examination nor is a diploma or 
certificate awarded for such training. Where the LOW is 
presented as a course of instruction in an educational 
environment such as the Naval Academy or the Naval War Col
lege (vice a training or operations environment) students 
are examined in accordance with the practice of the school. 
The Navy offers three correspondence courses in which aspects 
of international law governing naval warfare, applicability 
to military operations, and the law of armed conflict are 
covered. Correspondents are tested on course content and, 
upon successful completion of the course, are presented 
letters of completion. Reserve retention points are 
credited for successful completion by Reservists. Com
pletion under the auspices of the Naval War College Center 
for Continuing Education may be credited towards a cor
respondence curriculum diploma.

Air Force

Instruction both at the Air University and at the Air 
Force Academy is the subject of examination, and diplomas 
are granted although- no separate course exists on the law 
of armed conflict.

Marines

Law of War instruction at the recruit depots, NCO/SNCO 
Academies, The Basic School, and the Marine Corps Law of 
War Course is testable. Only the successful graduates of 
the Marine Corps Law of War Course receive diplomas.

F. Teachers

Army

The Army has a sufficient number of teachers. All 
judge advocates possess the Juris Doctor or equivalent de
gree and are competent to teach about the humanitarian law 
of war after they receive either basic or advanced train
ing at The Judge Advocate General's School. Moreover, some 
of these officers receive additional training in this subject 
at the school when they attend the "Law of War Instructor" 
course. This course is designed specifically to train of
ficers to be law of war instructors. It is a one-week re
sident course given to teams consisting of a judge advocate



231

and an officer with command experience from another branch 
of the Army. These teams are drawn from field units and 
major installations. Following training as instructors, 
they return to be the primary law of war instructors for 
their unit or installation. These teams are given inten
sive training in the law of war and in methods of instruc
tion. Upon successful presentation of practical exercises 
in teaching, a certificate of completion is awarded to the 
members of the team. This course is given four times 
annually to 64 teaching teams.

Full-time instructors in legal subjects, including in
ternational humanitarian law, are selected for these posi
tions by virtue of their military experience and educational 
and professional background, including international law 
and the law of war. Many of these officers have obtained 
advanced degrees in law or international relations.

As to the question of cooperation in training, there 
is limited international cooperation in training at present 
consisting of the exchange of training materials and dis
cussion of training programs. Foreign students attend The 
Judge Advocate General's School and other Army schools 
and receive the same training as Army personnel. This form 
of cooperation should be encouraged and continued.

There are sufficient instructors for the present LOW 
program.

Personnel are assigned accession point instructor 
assignments in the normal assignment process and attend 
an Instructor Training Course to prepare them for in
structional responsibilities.

It is desirable that there be joint-service develop
ment of policy for the application of the principles of 
the law of armed conflict because of the use of similar 
combat arms (i.e., Navy, Air Force and Army Air Operations; 
Navy and Army landing party assaults; Navy/Marine and Army 
land engagements). International or regional cooperation 
in training is needed to ensure common understandings and 
applications to the principles of LOW.

Air Force

The Air Force has. sufficient instructors and materials.
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Marines

With the establishment of Mobilization Training Unit 
(MTU) DC-08, the Marine Corps created a cadre of Reserve 
officers knowledgeable in the Law of War and related sub
jects. Although manned by lawyers and non-lawyers, it is 
intended that this organization bear the brunt of the Law 
of War instruction in the Marine Corps. The members of MTU 
DC-08 are selected because either they possess advance 
degrees in International Law or comprehensive experience in 
Law of War issues. As indicated above, all judge advocates 
receive Law of War instruction while non-lawyer training 
personnel attend the Law of War Workshops at the Army JAG 
School in Charlottesville, Virginia. The Marine Corps is 
confident that these officers provide a sufficient pool of 
qualified teachers.

G. Materials

Army

The Army has sufficient materials for the teaching of 
international humanitarian law. The collections of refer
ence available in the Army for training in the law of war 
were listed in the annex to the 1973 Report. Since 1972, 
the Army has updated Army Regulation 350-30, "Code of 
Conduct" (15 August 1975), Field Manual 27-10, "The Law.of 
Land Warfare" (change 1, 15 July 1976) , and Army Subject 
Schedule 27-1, "The Geneva Conventions of 1949 and Hague 
Convention No. IV of 1907" (29 August 1975) and produced the 
new publication referred to above (DA TC 27-1), "Your Conduct 
in Combat under the Law of War", (19 March 1976).

The Army also produced three new training films. A 
summary of these films is set forth below:

"The Geneva Conventions and the Chaplain" (TF21-4550) 
is a film which illustrates the rights and obligations 
of chaplains who fall into the hands of an adver
sary, as provided by the Geneva Conventions of 1949. 
The film also illustrates the procedures to be taken 
by military police when handling enemy chaplains and 
civilian clergymen.

"The Geneva Conventions and the Medic" (TF-21-4719) 
is a film which is designed to familiarize medical 
personnel, military police, and other Army personnel 
with the rights, duties and obligations of the medic 
as outlined in the Geneva Conventions of 1949. Par
ticular emphasis is placed on the medic’s key con
tributions to the Conventions' humanitarian purpose.
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"The Geneva Conventions and the Civilian" (TF-21-4720) 
is a film which deals with the plight of the civilian 
during times of armed conflict or occupation and con
tains a discussion of the responsibilities of military 
personnel in safeguarding the civilian’s rights under 
the Geneva Conventions of 1949.

Navy

The Navy has sufficient material for teaching inter
national humanitarian law. Accession point LOW lesson plans 
have been developed by the JAG for enlisted, officer and 
NROTC personnel. A handbook, Law of Armed Conflict, de
veloped by the JAG, is provided to all new personnel. Three 
correspondence courses which include material on LOW are 
available (International Law - NAVEDTRA 10717-B3, offered 
by the Navy Education and Training Program Development Cen
ter; International Law, and International Law for the Naval 
Commander, offered by the Naval War College). Audiovisual 
aids and equipment are utilized for LOW training at acces
sion points and schools.

Air Force

The Air Force has sufficient instructors and materials.

Marines

The Marine Corps, has sufficient materials for the 
teaching of International Humanitarian Law. Although the 
Marine Corps has not published reference material itself, 
we rely upon Army, Air Force and Navy publications. 
Mobilization Training Unit (MTU) DC-08 is currently in the 
process of writing and producing a videotape on the Law 
of War which will be directed at battalion commanders for 
use throughout the Marine Corps.

II. Civilian Education

The 1973 and 1969 reports of the United States Govern
ment contained extensive materials on the integration of 
international humanitarian law into civilian education. 
In addition, while the U.S. Government has not been able 
to undertake a detailed survey of colleges and universities 
in the United States, it may be useful to note that the 
U.S. Army has had contact with the following institutions 
on Law of War matters, and each is known to have an active 
program in being:
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Stanford University. Institute for Study of International 
Conflict and Integration.

Washington College. International Organizations and Law.

American University. Arms and the Man.

Harvard University. Center of International Affairs.

Georgetown University. Arms Control Theory and Practice.

Catholic University of America. Arms Control and World 
Politics.

Columbia University.

University of Michigan. Problems of Arms Control.

University of Pennsylvania.

Ohio State University. Mershon Center.

George Mason University. Issues in International Security.

University of Colorado. Institute of Behavorial Science.

University of Hawaii.

MIT. Center of International Studies.

University of Michigan.

University of North Carolina. Program in Peace and Conflict.

Northwestern University.

Princeton University. Center for International Studies.

Syracuse University. International Relations Program.

Yale University. World Data Analysis Program.

University of Pittsburg.

James Madison University. International Law and Organization.

George Washington University. U.S. National Security.

Washington College. International Organization and Law.

University of Minnesota. Center for International Studies.
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In addition to an extensive number of universities 
presenting relevant instruction there is, within the United 
States, a large number of Arms Control and Disarmament 
Groups-, virtual ly all of which publish and lecture on Law of 
War and related topics.

)

>
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AMERICAN RED CROSS

The American Red Cross maintains close cooperation with the United 
States Government, in particular the Department of State and the De
partment of Defence, concerning the appropriate role of the American 
Red Cross in support of the government's responsibility for dissemina
ting knowledge of the 1949 Geneva Conventions and their 1977 Proto
cols. This cooperation facilitates a regular exchange of information 
concerning ICRC actions in the areas of conflict and political tension. 
American Red Cross staff members who are assigned to United States 
military installations serve as resources to local military commanders who 
are responsible for dissemination activities, thus contributing to a wider 
knowledge of the humanitarian principles embodied in the Conventions. 
In 1981, graduates of the Army, Navy and Air Force Academies were 
presented with the Red Cross resource materials on the Geneva Conven
tions, the International Red Cross and the Fundamental Principles of 
the Red Cross.

Information on the Geneva Conventions and the Fundamental Principles 
of the Red Cross is included in orientation and training programs for 
American Red Cross volunteers and staff at all levels of the organiza
tion. To enhance these programs, an audio-visual slide series on the 
International Red Cross and the Geneva Conventions was produced in 
1981 for use by American Red Cross divisions and chapters for presen
tations to Red Cross volunteers and staff and to other community 
groups and organizations. Each year over 150,000 copies of pamphlets 
entitled "What are the Geneva Conventions" and the "International Red 
Cross" are distributed throughout divisions and chapters. In addition, 
bi-weekly reports which summarize specific actions of the ICRC under 
the mandate of the Geneva Conventions are, distributed to Red Cross 
services and divisions.

Similarly, publications of the ICRC such as the "ICRC Bulletin" are 
regularly made available to division coordinators of International Ser
vices. To assist American Red Cross chapters throughout the country 
in promoting the 1981 World Red Cross Day theme "Protection and 
Assistance" in local communities, a special distribution was made of 
ICRC and League materials on this subject.

As an aid to stimulating the interest of youth in the Red Cross, a 
special educational publication intended for ages ten to fifteen will be 
printed in 1981. This publication, entitled "Humanity's Bridge", is 
accompanied by an instructor's guide and provides basic information on 
the history and development of the Red Cross movement, the Geneva 
Conventions and the Fundamental Principles of the Red Cross. An initial 
distribution of 10,000 copies is planned.

The American Red Cross also contributes to dissemination by sharing 
information and assisting in providing research data from its library 
and archivial resources to students, teaching staffs and scholars on the 
subject of International Humanitarian Law. Qualified staff of the Ameri
can Red Cross serve as speakers on the role of the ICRC in the deve
lopment and application of International Humanitarian Law to university 
and community groups.
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In cooperation with the United States Government, the American Univer- 
sity-Washington College of Law and the ICRC, the American Red Cross 
has taken the initiative in planning for a ceremonial and scholarly 
commemoration of the 100th anniversary of the ratification by the United 
States of the First Geneva Conventions in Washington, D.C., during 
the month of March 1982.

>
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UPPER VOLTA RED CROSS

The dissemination of the Geneva Convention has always formed a major 
part of the programme of standing activities carried out by the Upper 
Volta Red Cross. This programme has considerably improved over the 
past five years, especially as regards dissemination among the members of 
the Society, young people, university students, the armed forces and the 
public at large.

Dissemination among the members of the Society

Once a year during our national week a seminar is organized on the 
conditions of application of the Geneva Conventions in practical situations 
and a series of recommendations are issued on the "need to disseminate 
the Geneva Conventions and their Protocols".

Dissemination among young people

Our Society prepares all through the year and especially during the first 
week in May theatre sketches for young people on the practical appli
cation of the Geneva Conventions in the event of conflicts.

All the junior members of the Red Cross can sing the 7 principles of the 
Red Cross by heart, and they do so before every meeting, ceremony, 
collective activity (e.g. retimbering or building of latrines) and film on 
Red Cross activities followed by discussions.

Dissemination among university students

Our Society organizes an annual debate on knowledge of the Geneva 
Conventions of 1949 and the 1977 Protocols, which is intended to inform 
students about the need not only to know the Geneva Conventions but to 
work for the actual application of their humanitarian provisions in the 
event of a conflict.

Dissemination among the armed forces

Once we filmed a sequence with some soldiers from our National Army and 
an ICRC delegate, Mr. Laverriere.

The Upper Volta Red Cross is increasingly called upon to inform young 
military and paramilitary recruits.

Dissemination among the general public

The Geneva Conventions are presented in our weekly programmes on radio 
and television. Important passages of the Conventions are published in 
the National Education monthly (A.R.C.). Our 52 broadcasts are intended 
for the general public, for whom we also organize lectures and debates 
during the national week.

Whereas the general opinion for many years was that the Geneva 
Conventions were intended solely for Governments and the armed forces, 
nowadays the population as a w'hoie increasingly recognizes the need to 
have a good knowledge of them.
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I

URUGUAY

Knowledge of the Geneva Conventions is continuously disseminated in 
the armed forces' officers training institutes and in normal and special 
¡zed training schools for the lower ranks. Materials provided by the 
International Red Cross is used in the teaching programmes of the 
said institutes and of institutes where courses are given to officers of 
the armed forces seeking to qualify for promotion.

)

I
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VI ETNAM

The adhesion of Vietnam to the four Geneva Conventions of 1949 dates 
from 1957. The Government of Vietnam subsequently participated in 
four sessions of the Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and 
Development of International Humanitarian Law applicable in Armed 
Conflicts, from 1974 to 1977 consecutively, making its contribution to 
the success of this Conference. In 1977, Vietnam was one of the first 
countries to sign the first Additional Protocol to the Geneva 
Conventions dealing with the protection of victims of international 
armed conflicts (Additional Protocol I).

Prompted by its humanitarian policy and conscious of its responsibility 
as a party to the Geneva Conventions, the Vietnamese Government 
has accorded the desired importance to the wide dissemination, in 
different forms, of the contents and spirit of these Conventions 
among the general population, youth and army. The following 
measures have been taken :

1. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam has had the four Geneva Conventions translated into 
Vietnamese and has distributed them to all State bodies, mass 
organizations, schools and libraries. At the beginning of 1981, 
the Ministry also had Additional Protocol I translated into 
Vietnamese and is at present preparing its publication for mass 
distribution. In addition, the Government of the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam is taking the necessary steps for ratification 
of this Protocol.

2. The Vietnamese Red Cross has had the Guide to the Geneva 
Conventions published by the ICRC translated into Vietnamese. 
It has compiled and published books entitled "General Knowledge 
about the Red Cross" and "Some ideas on the Red Cross". These 
documents have been distributed to interested organizations in 
the provinces, districts and communes.

3. In the armed forces, the essential substance of the four Geneva 
Conventions is put at the disposal of officers and men. In 
officers schools and in the training courses for the heads of 
prisoner of war camps, courses and conferences have been 
arranged on the four Geneva Conventions.

4. The review "Luat hoc" (The Law), published by the Institute of 
Law of the Social Sciences Commission of Vietnam, includes 
articles presenting studies or explanations of international 
humanitarian law.

5. Daily papers have published commentaries and reports on inter
national humanitarian law.
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I
6. Conferences have been organized by the Vietnamese Red Cross 

and the Association of Vietnamese Jurists to explain systemati
cally to mass organizations the main substance and significance 
of the four Geneva Conventions and Additional Protocol I.

7. In the universities and higher schools, talks and conferences 
have been organized on the contents of the four Geneva 
Conventions. In particular, international humanitarian law forms 
part of the teaching programme of the Higher School of External 
Relations and the Higher School of Law.

8. In general schools, dissemination of the four Geneva Conventions 
and Additional Protocol I is linked to the creation of youth and 
Red Cross pioneer brigades.

In the course of their long history of struggle against foreign ag
gression, notably during the last three decades, and at present in 
their work of safeguarding their independence and national sover
eignty, the Vietnamese people have always planned and carried out a 
consistent policy towards the enemy, namely : firmness in combat and 
generosity towards the defeated.

The dissemination of the 1949 Geneva Conventions has, therefore, 
been warmly welcomed by the administration, armed forces and people 
of Vietnam, and in conformity with the policy of clemency of the 
Government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, these Conventions 
have been seriously applied. This has been recognized more than once 
by international observer missions.
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RED CROSS OF VIET NAM

After the twenty-third International Red Cross Conference at 
Bucarest, and particularly since the First Asian Seminar on Humani
tarian Law (1978) at Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia), the Red Cross Society 
of Viet Nam intensified the dissemination of the four Geneva Con
ventions among its own members and the population generally.

The National Society arranged for this instruction to be given as part 
of the general information which it gives on the Red Cross and of the 
development of its local braches. Every new member of the National 
Society must follow a ten-hour course on the Red Cross, which incudes 
an outline of the four Conventions. The programme is fairly limited in 
scope and its aims is to impart the elementary notions of the Red 
Cross to all volunteers. At a higher echelon, we have drafted a 
36-hour programme, in which the four Conventions are discussed in 
much greater detail. We also periodically organize courses at central 
headquarters for executive members and senior officials working full- 
time in the provincial sections. These courses last one month; part of 
the time is spent on the study of the four Conventions. At the end of 
the course, these senior officials, having received additional training, 
return to their posts with the task of giving instruction on the four 
Conventions and the Red Cross Principles to the grass-root members in 
factories, workshops, schools, etc. In 1980, altogether 1,500 courses 
were organized at various levels, and more than 4,000 members thus 
got to know about the four Conventions. Ip the last few years, the 
border conflicts in the south-west and north of Viet Nam have led to 
the spread of our Red Cross network in all the border provinces. In 
this way, the dissemination of the four Conventions has also been 
extended to the members living in border areas, especially in those 
provinces where the exchange of civilian detainees and soldiers cap
tured during the fighting had been organized.

We have also organized in 1980 several new base sections (branches) in 
a number of hospitals and universities, and the new members have 
received information about the four Conventions, too.

In schools and summer camps, the junior Red Cross members are told 
about the four Conventions in the same way as they get instruction in 
first aid exercises, hygiene, sports and cultural subjects.

We have translated into Vietnamese some documents for dissemination, 
which include the brochure edited by the ICRC under the title "The 
Geneva Conventions - Summary for Members of the Armed Forces and 
the General Public," and we have edited and printed the booklets 
"Some notions about the Red Cross," and "A summary of general Red 
Cross knowledge," in which we have also introduced some notions on 
the four Conventions.

In 1979, we received some assistance from the ICRC, in reprinting on 
high-quality paper 1,000 copies of "The Four Geneva Conventions" in 
Vietnamese. These publications are distributed to the Society's re
gional branches, the Faculty of Law at the University and to various 
other services concerned with a view to a more detailed study of the 
problem.
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THE YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC RED CRESCENT

In view of the limitation of its financial resources to several donations, 
to Society contented itself with organizing meetings and holding confe
rences on the Red Crescent and movement and that of the Red-Cross, 
on its own role, on participation in health education and on its orien
tation, and with printing posters calling for voluntary humanitarian 
work.

>
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YUGOSLAV RED CROSS

I. The Red Cross of Yugoslavia attaches great importance to the 
activitiy of dissemination of international humanitarian law. Ac
cording to the programme of action of the Red Cross as a factor 
of peace, this activity represents a contribution to peace, which 
makes dissemination a permanent and long-term task of all Red 
Cross organizations.

At this time, it is important to point out that the two Protocols 
additional to the Geneva Conventions have been ratified by the 
SFR of Yugoslavia on 28 December 1978. This fact influenced the 
work of the Red Cross of Yugoslavia in that field, orienting itself 
to undertake all necessary measures in peacetime in order to 
secure their application in case of war. Dissemination includes 
the new provisions of international humanitarian law contained in 
the additional Protocols of 1977.

In order to promote this work, the Presidency of the Red Cross 
of Yugoslavia has formed a special Commission for international 
humanitarian law, composed of representatives of all Republic and 
Provincial organizations of the Red Cross of Yugoslavia, repre
sentatives of Federal Government bodies, scientific institutes, 
social organizations and associations concerned in that matter. 
The Commission includes eminent experts of international humani- 

. tarian law from all great centres of Yugoslavia. It is an advisory 
body, examining problems and proposing measures to carry out 
dissemination, measures to secure application of the Conventions 
and study issues relating to that matter; its proposals are sub
mitted to competent Federal Government bodies and bodies of the 
Red Cross of Yugoslavia.

The characteristic feature of the work of the Red Cross of Yugo
slavia is that all Red Cross organizations in republics, provinces 
and communes consider dissemination as a permanent activity, 
informing not only their members, but also the public in general, 
particularly certain professions, about the Conventions, and 
therefore the dissemination is fully integrated into regular acti
vities at all levels. The given data show that, thanks to such a 
conception, dissemination is massive : a great number of Red 
Cross members, members of certain professions and citizens have 
become acquainted with basic provisions of international humani
tarian law. In our opinion, such wide informing was essential to 
achieve the objective of dissemination.

In dissemination, various means and methods are utilised. We will 
mention the most important results.

II. The most important form of dissemination was of including the 
subject into various regular seminars and courses for training of 
cadres of the Red Cross of Yugoslavia, particularly for training 
cadres of teams for action in emergency situations, in which one 
or two lessons were devoted to the Geneva Conventions and the 
Protocols. In the period going from 1977 to 1980, 2.002 such 
seminars, which included topics about the Conventions, were 
attended by 151.648 persons.
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III. The organizations forming the Red Cross of Yugoslavia also 
organize specialised seminars devoted only to the Geneva Con
ventions and the tasks of the Red Cross in this connection. In 
the period between 1977-1980, 340 such seminars were attended 
by 19.538 persons.

IV. For the public in general, lectures are organized in which are 
exposed the basic provisions of the Geneva Conventions as well as 
the importance and place of these Conventions within the general 
Red Cross activities and the measures for action in emergency si
tuations. Such dissemination reaches great numbers of people. In 
the period between 1977-1980, 7.379 such lectures were held with 
592.401 persons attending.

V. In universities, particularly in the faculties of law, medicine, 
political sciences and national defence, the curriculum includes 
the Geneva Conventions. Besides that, at postgraduate level, 
professors select topics from that field, or as topics of disser
tation for scientific degree of Master of Arts or of Doctorate. The 
Red Cross of Yugoslavia supports that work, establishes contacts 
with universities, supplies relevant literature and available docu
mentation about Red Cross work and problems relating to the 
Conventions.

)
VI. The work of dissemination is helped by publications. A brochure 

"What do we know about the Geneva Conventions ?" was pub
lished. In magazines issued by Red Cross organizations in the 
Republics, articles about the Conventions are published.

VII. In the international activities of the Red Cross of Yugoslavia 
should be mentioned, first of all, the work of the Centre for 
Training of Red Cross Cadres from Developing Countries, which 
the Presidency of the Red Cross of Yugoslavia established in 1978 
in Belgrade. During the 10 seminars attended by about 300 
participants from African and Asian countries and liberation 
movements, two lectures relate to that matter, namely one about 
the Conventions in general and the other about the tasks of the 
Red Cross resulting from the Geneva Conventions. In that way, 
leading Red Cross cadres from many developing countries, besides 
acquiring a general knowledge, also promoted their knowledge 
about the Conventions.

VIII. In June 1978, the Red Cross of Yugoslavia organized in Skopje 
an international meeting of National Societies of Balkan countries, 
at which participated representatives of National Societies from 
Bulgaria, Greece, Turkey, Rumania and Yugoslavia and repre
sentatives of the League, ICRC and Henry Dunant Institute. 
Besides, the meeting considered experiences in dissemination of 
the Geneva Conventions.

IX. The Red Cross of Yugoslavia has sent its representatives to 
European seminars on international humanitarian law (Warsaw 
1977, Gdansk 1978, Krakow 1979).

The mentioned data clearly show which importance the Red Cross 
of Yugoslavia attaches to the activity of dissemination of inter
national humanitarian law.
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In addition to the dissemination, the Red Cross of Yugoslavia 
studies and examines problems relating to the Conventions. In 
November 1977 was organized a conference on the new Additional
Protocols of 1977 and in 1979 a consultation about the protection
of health of war victims, based on the Geneva Conventions and 
Additional Protocols of 1977. The consultation gathered both
representatives of Red Cross organizations and the competent
government bodies, federal institutes and associations engaged in 
international humanitarian law.

With such a work, the Red Cross of Yugoslavia has responded to 
the invitation to intensify the dissemination of the Geneva Con
ventions by Resolution No. 21 (IV) of the Diplomatic Conference 
on international humanitarian law of 7 June 1977 and Resolution 
No. VII of the XXIIIrd International Conference of the Red Cross, 
held in Bucharest in October 1977.

L-


