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1. INTRODUCTION

The Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies of the 
USSR (Soviet Red Cross) is a mass public organization which 
unites on a voluntary basis eleven Red Cross and four Red 
Crescent Societies of all the fifteen Union Republics.The emblem 
of the Alliance of Societies is a red cross and red crescent in 
the white field.

The 23rd International Red Cross Conference which will take 
place in October 1977 concurs with the remarkable jubilee of 
the Soviet Union, the 60th anniversary of the Great October 
Socialist Revolution.

During the six decades, the care of Man, His health and 
improvement of conditions of His labour and everyday life was 
one of the primary missions of the Soviet state.

At all stages of development of the Soviet country, the 
Soviet Red Cross was always active in rendering assistance to 
the state and its health service bodies in the struggle for a 
better health and a longer life of the Soviet people and 
performed an extensive activities for the sake of peace and 
friendship among nations.

During the period of four years from the 22nd to the 23rd 
International Red Cross Conferences (1973—1976) the Soviet 
Red Cross has achieved new success in developing humane 
activities in the Soviet country as well as in strengthening the 
international links and cooperation.

2. BUILDING AND ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE

In our country, the Red Cross Society was formed in 1867. 
In the same year, Russia signed the Geneva Convention aimed 
at relieving the sufferings of the wounded during the war time. 
The idea of drawing the public in giving aid to the wounded 
has been for the first time materialized in Russia by 
distinguished Russian surgeon N. Pirogov who created in 1854 
in St. Petersburg the Rrestovozdvizhenskaia Community of 
Sisters of Charity and who drew the Community in giving aid 
to the wounded and sick during the Crimean War of 1853—1856.
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After the victorious Great October Socialist Revolution the 
Russian Red Cross Society was transformed into the Soviet 
Red Cross and started developing as a public organization of 
citizens.

In 1921 the Soviet Red Cross was recognized by the Inter
national Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). In 1934 the Soviet 
Red Cross became a member of the League of Red Cross 
Societies.

The supreme body of the Alliance of the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies of the USSR is the All-Union Congress which 
is convened once every five years. '

In the period between the Congresses, the activities of 
the Alliance of Societies are directed by the Executive Com
mittee which is elected by secret ballot. The number of the 
Executive Committee members is determined by the Congress. 
The Executive Committee elects the Chairman, his deputies and 
members of the Presidium by open ballot.

The Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies of 
the USSR is built on the territorial-production basis. It is based 
on primary basic units which implement all its practical activi
ties. For the working people the primary basic units are set up 
at plants and factories, at the collective farms and state farms 
and at different agencies; for the school children and students, 
they are formed at schools and institutes, and for pensioners 
and non-working Society members, in their residential area. 
Presently, more than 408.000 Red Cross and Red Crescent units 
exist in the Soviet country.

All the activities of the Soviet Red Cross are waged in 
compliance with the Constitution of the Alliance of Societies 
approved by the All-Union Congress. The Societies of the Union 
Republics function on the basis of their constitutions approved 
by the Congresses of the Societies of the Republics.

In its activities the Alliance of Societies closely cooperates 
with the State bodies and health service institutions, with the 
youth and trade union and other state and public organizations.

3. MEMBERSHIP AND FINANCE

Membership to the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
is open to any citizen of the USSR since the age of sixteen, who 
accepts the Constitution of the Societies and pays membership 
dues. The school children are admitted into the Society since 
the age of ten.

At present, 37.5 per cent of the entire population of the 
country give the Societies a financial support, thus favouring 
their activity. From the said number, about 33 m participate 
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in the work of the primary basic units as active members of the 
Societies.

The financial base of the Alliance of Societies is membership 
dues: 30 kopecks a year is the membership dues for workers, 
collective farmers and office workers, and 10 kopecks a year is 
the membership dues for pensioners, housewives and students. 
No special fund-raising campaigns are carried out.

4. PARTICIPATION IN STATE HEALTH SERVICE 
PROGRAMS

Care of protection and steady improvement of human health 
is effected by the bodies of the state health service in comp
liance with the fundamentals of the Soviet health service. These 
fundamentals are the following: direction by the state, preven
tion of diseases, accessibility and gratis, advance planning and 
close ties of science and practice.

In socialist society, helth protection is the concern not only 
of the state and medical workers, but of the broad public as well.

The Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
considers participation in the disease prevention, health build
ing and health education programs of the health service bodies 
as its primary mission.

The active members of the Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies assist the medical staff in prophylaxis of infections, 
oncological and intestinal diseases and tuberculosis. They parti
cipate in vaccination of the people and in fluorography and 
professional fitness inspections.

During the past four years, the Committees of the Societies 
in cooperation with medical workers trained several million 
active members on special programs. Only in 1975 more than a 
million men have been trained on the program of prophylaxis 
of acute intestinal diseases.

Hundreds of thousands of public sanitary inspectors assist 
the sanitation service in maintaining strict sanitation order at 
industrial enterprises, public nutrition establishments, in the 
street, at foodstuff shops, and children institutions.

Sanitary Teams and Sanitary Stations
As far as the active members of the sanitary branch are 

concerned, an important place is occupied by sanitary teams 
and sanitary stations. They are established at enterprises, state 
offices, state and collective farms, construction sites, on 
highways and in railroad and air transport. The primary mis
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sion of the members of sanitary teams and sanitary stations is 
giving the first aid wherever microtraumas, sudden illness or 
natural calamities occur. Training of sanitary team and sanitary 
station members is organized by the Committees of the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies and conducted by those 
medical workers who actively participate in the activities of the 
Societies. Training of sanitary teams (of 23 men each) and 
sanitary station members (4 men) is conducted according to 
the 40-hour curriculum.

The members of sanitary teams and sanitary stations are 
extensively enrolled in prophylaxis of various diseases and 
industrial, domestic, street accident and sport traumatism. 
Besides, they brief on theurapy, sanitation and hygiene and 
issue sanitary bulletins.

The sanitary teams and sanitary stations took an active part 
in eliminating the aftereffects of natural calamities that hit 
several regions of the Soviet Union.

Hundreds of sanitary teams and more than 3,000 sanitary 
stations assisted in rescue and sanitary-prophylactic actions 
when earthquakes and flood occurred in the summer of 1976 in 
the Tadzhik and Uzbek SSR. The members of sanitary teams 
and sanitary stations gave first aid to the victims, helped in 
transporting them to curative establishments and checked 
observance of the sanitary-hygienic rules in the temporary 
location of residents.

In the summer of 1973, tens of sanitary teams and about 
a hundred of sanitary stations were drawn in elimination of the 
consequences of floods in the Turkmen SSR. They participated 
in round-the-clock duties at medical stations close to the flooded 
areas and in saving victims found in ice-cold waters and were 
skilful in rendering them first aid.

When the earthquake happened in the Dagestan Autono
mous Republic, the sanitary teams of industrial enterprises of 
Makhachkala, the capital of the Autonomous Republic, were 
brought in. In the downpour, they worked in ruined buildings, 
gave first aid to the victims, helped the children and the aged 
find shelter in buses. For three days they remained in their 
positions displaying self-control and endurance under difficult 
conditions.

In training of sanitary team and sanitary station members, 
the Soviet Red Cross makes use of the experience gained by 
foreign National Societies. In September, 1974, the Soviet Reid 
Cross organized in the city of Kiev the regional meeting of 
sanitary teams of the socialist countries with the motto 
“Friendship, Peace, Health” and the conference of the managing 
staff of the National Societies.
8



Blood Donation
The blood state transfusion services are directed in the 

Soviet Union by the health service bodies. Blood infusion is 
administered free of charge, as are all other medical services.

The Soviet Red Cross organizes work to draw the people 
in gratuitous blood donation and to propagandize the signi
ficance of blood transfusion and donation. During the last years 
the gratuitous blood donation developed successfully among the 
people of all nationalities both in the cities and rural areas. In 
the period between 1973 and 1976, more than 30.5 m men took 
part in the gratuitous blood donation. In 1975, the gratuitous 
donors constituted the overwhelming majority of all the donors.

Drawing the people in blood donation was conducted by the 
Committees of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies with 
the active cooperation of the Blood Donation Councils which 
include representatives of the health service, trade unions, 
Young Communist League, mass media active donors and pro
pagandists of blood donation.

The most widely spread forms of encouraging blood dona
tion are lectures, talks, meetings of donors with blood reci
pients, and issuing of broadsheets and booklets on the subject. 
The total circulation of such publications is about 1.5 m copies. 
During the four years 10 films on blood donation were shot. 
Great attention to blood donation is paid by the press, radio 
and television. The meetings of donors, best propagandists and 
organizers of gratuitous blood donation that were held in 
Moscow and in the capitals and cities of the Union Republics 
were found interesting. The meetings had the motto “Blood 
Donation Is the Patriotic Duty of Every Man”.

Banking of blood received from gratuitous donors has 
increased 1.5 times during the last four years; the medical 
establishments of many regions, cities and districts fully 
provide themselves with blood on the account of the gratuitous 
blood donation.

Donors gain the due respect and place of honour. During the 
last four years, about 60,000 donors received the highest award, 
i. e. the title of “Distinguished Donor of the USSR” on behalf 
of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet. The Soviet Red 
Cross encourages the donors by paying tribute, issuing diplo
mas and awarding badges “Soviet Donor” of three classes 
(for 5, 10 and 15 blood donations). To encourage the best blood 
donation propagandists, the badge “Best Blood Donation Pro
pagandist” has been established. In its work concerning the 
gratuitous blood donation the Soviet Red Cross also makes use 
of the experience gained by other National Societies.
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Medicas and Social Home-Care

The Soviet Red Cross takes an active part in rendering 
medical and social assistance to lonely people suffering from 
chronic diseases who, as to the nature of their illness, are not 
placed in hospitals, and to disabled war and labour veterans. 
This activity is carried out by visiting nurses and volunteers 
trained in home-nursing circles.

All the activity of the Red Cross visiting nurses is organized 
and carried out in compliance with the Regulations approved by 
the Presidium of the Soviet Red Cross and agreed upon by the 
USSR Ministry of Health.

The Red Cross visiting nurses are paid by the Committee 
of Societies. Annually, the visiting nurses visit about 
200,000 sick people, mostly disabled war veterans (approx. 
60 per cent).

In visiting the sick people, the visiting nurses implement 
the doctor’s prescriptions and, jointly with the trained active 
members of sanitary units, take part in solution of social and 
domestic problems, including assistance, in requests for a 
pension or sending for sanatorium-resort therapy, in catering 
of the sick, in providing them with medicines and cloth, 
orthopaedic shoes, and the like.

Among the Red Cross volunteers trained on the special 
home-nursing program are mainly the neighbours of the sick 
and school children. Training of the people on this program 
is conducted by the Red Cross and Red Crescent Committees 
mainly in the residential area with the aid of the physicians 
in charge of the area. During the period from the 22nd to 
23rd International Red Cross Conferences, 9 m men were 
trained. Presently the Red Cross and Red Crescent units seek 
to make it so that every family has a member trained in 
home-care.

Protection of Environment

In the Soviet Union the allocations for sanitation of envi
ronment, for reduction of pollutions in the city air basin and 
for improvement of sanitary conditions at enterprises grow 
year by year.

Public sanitary inspectors trained on the corresponding 
program and having the appropriate certificates are drawn in 
to help the state sanitary-epidemiological service. They check 
the sanitary conditions of industrial enterprises/ shopping 
centres, canteens, transport and agricultural production units.
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At present, there are more than a million public sanitary 
inspectors in the Soviet Union, including 600,000 in the rural 
areas. They helped in eliminating of about 800,000 drawbacks 
in the first six months of 1976 only. They also made thousands 
of suggestions on protection and improvement of environment 
and on improvement of the sanitary condition of industrial 
enterprises, canteens, food shops, etc.

The active members carry out activities in prophylaxis of 
intoxication caused by poisonous chemicals, especially in the 
rural areas, in checking the observance of sanitary regulations 
on storage, carrying and using of poisonous chemicals in agri
cultural production.

An important place is occupied in this activity by dissemi
nation of knowledge of protection of environment among the 
population of the country. Health education of the people by 
means of individual talks and lectures has become wide-spread 
both in residential areas and at production units. This work 
is performed by public sanitary inspectors and sanitary team 
and sanitary station members.

As an aid to the societies volunteers, broadsheets, leaflets, 
momentoes and films are issued by the Executive Committee 
of the Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies of the 
USSR. Also widely used are the press publications, including 
magazine SOVETSKH KRASNYI KREST (“Soviet Red 
Gross”), and radio and television broadcasts.

5. RED CROSS WORK AT SCHOOL

The activity of the Red Cross among the children and youth 
depends upon the age and interests of the school children and 
students. In all the educational institutions of the Soviet Union 
the Red Cross or Red Crescent primary basic units are set up: 
more than 100,000 primary basic units function at schools, 
vocational schools and in secondary special institutions, and 
about 900 in higher educational institutions.

Permanent attention is paid to health education and medical 
and sanitary training of the youth.

The school children of the 5th form in general-education 
schools (at the age of 12) study the basic first-aid technique 
for two hours. The school children of the 6th through 8th forms 
(13 to 15 years of age) receive medical and sanitary instruc
tion in the circles according to the 18-hour curriculum. 
Annually, about 3 m school children receive training in the 
medical and sanitary circles, including over 1.5 m school 
children in the rural areas. Formed of the school children trained 
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on this program are sanitary stations (of 4 persons each). 
The schoolgirls of the 9th and 10th forms gain sanitary-hygienic 
knowledge according to the program of training of sanitary 
team members.

At the end of every year, the district and town school com
petitions between the sanitary team and sanitary station 
members are held. In 1975 about 1.5 m young sanitary unit 
members took part in the All-Union mass sporting competitions.

One of the branches of the Red Cross work at school is the 
training of the sanitary staff among the students of the higher 
educational institutions for functioning in the student’s 
construction detachments (teams of students taking part in 
construction in developing areas of the country) in the sum
mer time.

The Societies do much work in prophylaxis of traumas 
among the children and youth. For the same purpose, radio 
quiz programs and contests for the best knowledge of traffic 
rules and skill in the first aid for traumas are organized.

To disseminate hygienic and medical knowledge, the con
tests were organized, questions-and-answers competitions were 
held, and wall papers, photo boards and bulletins on sanitary 
problems were issued in the primary basic units. The best of 
these were displayed during the All-Union Exhibition of Sani
tary Wall Papers of Educational Institutions held in 1975.

16.000 school children took part in the contest “Nature and 
Ourselves” (1973—1974) announced by the magazine “Soviet 
Red Cross” and more than 10,000 school children participated 
in the contest “The Heroic Deed” that was held in the year of 
the 30th anniversary of the victory over fascism in World 
War II.

Last years, the Committees of the Societies paid much 
attention to propagandizing of the gratuitous blood donation 
among the students. The total increase in the number of the 
gratuitous donors among the students of the Soviet high educa
tional institutions was over 40,000 men in 1975 only. An active 
part in the patriotic movement of the gratuitous blood donation 
was taken by the Soviet youth in connection with the Internatio
nal Red Cross Day having the motto “Give Blood — Save Life”.

With the aim to train cadres for the work at school the 
meeting of the Red Cross active members — delegates of the 
17th Congress of the Young Communist League and the All
Union Conference of chairmen, and active members of the Soviet 
Red Cross primary basic units at educational institutions were 
held.

Much attention is also paid to drawing the students in 
active participation in the Red Cross activities for the sake of 
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peace, cooperation, better mutual understanding and friendship 
among nations. The youth delegations of the Soviet Red Cross 
took part in the international and regional Red Cross assemblies 
in the Federal Republic of Germany, Poland, Chechoslovakia, 
Hungary, the USA, Greece, the German Democratic Republic, 
Spain, Rumania and other countries. They exchanged the 
experience gained in the work and established useful contacts 
with the young representatives of National Societies of many 
countries.

Junior active members, by tradition, exchanged corres
pondence and albums with the school children of the German 
Democratic Republic, Poland, Bulgaria, Rumania, Finland, 
Japan and other countries. This contributes into the mutual 
enrichment of knowledge and to the strenghtening of friendship 
among children of various countries.

At the international exhibitions of children art organized by 
the National Societies of Mexico, Tailand and Venezuela, the 
drawings and crafts of the Soviet school children were exhibited. 
Strengthening friendly ties with the Bulgarian coevals was 
promoted by the participation of the Soviet school children in 
the contest “And-How-Do-You-Like-My-Art—74” held by the 
Bulgarian Red Cross for the children kept in curative estab
lishments. Twenty six Soviet contest participants were awarded 
diplomas and memorable gifts by the Bulgarian Red Cross.

6. RED CROSS INFORMATION AND PROPAGANDA

One of the most important branches of activity of the 
Alliance of Societies is health education, dissemination of me
dical and sanitary-hygienic knowledge among the people, and 
upbringing of the Soviet people, especially the youth, in the 
spirit of patriotism, internationalism and conscientious attitude 
to their own health and to the health of other people.

The activity on dissemination of medical and hygienic 
knowledge is coordinated and methodically directed by the Di
rectorate of Medical and Sanitary Information and Propaganda 
established within the Executive Committee of the Alliance of 
the Societies in 1974.

For these purposes, publishing activity, films and mass 
information means including press, radio and television are 
widely used.

During the period from 1973 to 1976 the Alliance of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies of the USSR issued more 
than 21,000 kinds of manuals, pamphlets, booklets, broadsheets, 
training plates and service methodology publications with 
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a total circulation of 278,234,000 copies. This number includes 
many publications in the languages of different nationalities. 
They are mainly devoted to prevention of diseases, propagan
dizing of the gratuitous blood donation, first-aid technique, 
home-care, prevention of children traumatism, etc. From 1973 
to 1976 the Executive Committee of the Alliance of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies of the USSR conducted an annual 
contest for the best scientific popular medical publication of the 
year, in which all the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
of the Union Republics took part. The best publications were 
awarded diplomas and monetary prizes by the Executive Com
mittee of the Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
of the USSR. In 1974 the Executive Committee of the Alliance 
jointly with the Union of Soviet Painters and the Central 
Scientific-Research Institute of Sanitary Instruction conducted 
the 3rd All-Union Contest for the best broadsheet with the 
motto “Health is the Public Property”.

The Soviet Red Cross steadily increases the number of 
health-education films. From 1973 to 1976, 74 films were 
produced on the request of the Executive Committee of the 
Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies. Every film 
had a broad circulation (1,000 to 1,500 copies).

In the distant rural regions, 190 sanitary propaganda 
vehicles successfully functioned. The propaganda vehicles were 
equipped with the required publications and facilities for 
showing of sanitary instruction films and for conducting of 
talks.

The Soviet Red Cross took part in the International festi
vals of the Red Cross and medical and sanitary films, organized 
by the Bulgarian Red Cross in cooperation with the League 
of Red Cross Societies in 1973 and 1975 in Varna. The Soviet 
Red Cross films The Deeds of Charity on hygienic education 
of school children and The Tale of the Wheel and Biosphere 
on protection of environment received the highest awards of 
these festivals.

Important tasks in the propagandizing activity of the 
Alliance of Societies are laid upon the magazine SOVETSKJI 
KRASNYI KREST (“Soviet Red Cross”). Its circulation is 
presently more than 800,000 copies. Every year the editorial 
board organizes readers’ contests. The contests for young 
active sanitary members have become very popular. States- and 
public figures, scholars, writers and pournalists write for the 
magazine.

The instructional activity of the Soviet Red Cross is carried 
out in close cooperation with the state sanitary instruction 
bodies, health service institutions and establishments.
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7. AID IN NATURAL CALAMITIES AND ARMED 
CONFLICTS

Basing upon the humane principles and international soli
darity, the Soviet Red Cross renders assistance to the people 
of foreign countries in their fight against the aftereffects of 
natural calamities and war conflicts. During the four years 
(1973—1976) the Soviet Red Cross 122 times gave a helping 
hand to the people of 84 countries including flood victims in 
Nepal, Mozambique, Central African Republic, Zambia, Bangala- 
desh and Republic of Guinea-Bissau, to earthquake and cyclone 
victims in Guatemala, Honduras, Tunisia, Italy and Philippines, 
to draught victims in the African countries and to the Palestine 
refugees, victims of the aggression. The victims were given 
foodstuffs, medicines, blankets, cloth, tents and other necessary 
items.

In 1975 and 1976, three mobile medical detachments of the 
Soviet Red Cross functioned in Ethiopia and Somali. The de
tachments were equipped with transport and medical facilities 
and provided with various medicines. During eight months 
the detachments gave medical aid to the people suffering 
from, long draught. In close cooperation with the National 
Societies and the population, the Soviet medical workers aided 
93,000 people. In addition to the medical treatment, the doctors 
conducted sanitary instruction and trained the people in the 
first-aid technique. On completion of the mission, the equipment 
of the detachments was handed over to the National Societies 
of these countries.

The Soviet Red Cross Executive Committee continued to 
re-ship to Vietnam the aid freights received from the public 
organizations of foreign countries. During the four years 
80,000 roubles were spent for re-shipment.

During the armed conflict in Cyprus the Soviet Red Cross 
took part in the International Red Cross Committee relief 
mission and sent freights of necessity items to the suffering 
members of the Greek and Turkish communities.

The total aid to the peoples who suffered from natural 
calamities and armed conflicts in 1973 through 1976 was worth 
of 6 m roubles.

8. ACTIVITIES WITHIN DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

The Soviet Red Cross gives a substantial medical aid to the 
National Societies and governments of a number of countries 
including Algeria, Ethiopia and Iran. The year of 1977 will 
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be the 30th year of the Soviet Red Cross hospitals in Iran and 
Ethiopia and the 10th year of work of the Soviet medical shaff 
in the Hospital of Soviet-Algerian Friendship in the city of 
Lakhdaria. During the four years the Soviet Red Cross hos
pitals gave medical aid of various kinds to about a million 
people.

Besides the medical aid, the Soviet medical specialists take 
part in the regional and national scientific conferences and 
discussions, give lectures, publish compilations on the principal 
problems of the local regional pathology and health protection, 
assist the local medical workers in stepping up the skill and 
train them on the methods of operating the most modern 
equipment.

Complying with the request of the National Red Cross 
Society of Ethiopia, the doctors working in the Soviet Red 
Cross hospital in Addis Ababa twice a week receive patients 
free of charge in the polyclinic of the Ethiopian Red Cross. The 
Soviet medical workers from the Hospital of Soviet-Algerian 
Friendship visited remote populated centres of the Greater 
Kabilia for prophylactic inspections of the local population and 
giving them the therapeutic aid. During the four years, the 
contribution of the Soviet Red Cross into the development 
program in accordance with the agreement between the Soviet 
Red Cross and the National Society and state health institutions 
of Algeria reached the sum of over 800,000 roubles.

The Executive Committee of the Alliance of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies furnishes the hospitals with modern 
medical equipment and medicines at its expense. During the 
four years the curative establishments of the Red Cross abroad 
were given medicines, medical instruments and other equipment 
worth of 337,000 roubles.

From 1973 to 1976, the Soviet Red Cross assisted the 
National Societies of 19 countries in setting and widening 
their activity. This assistance was worth of 321.000 roubles.

To set up the medical social centres in Ethiopia, Benin, 
Chad, Mali, the Upper Volta and Burundi, the Soviet Red Cross 
has sent them visual and training aids, medical sets, labo
ratory equipment, sewing machines, cloth and ambulance 
vehicles.

The curative establishments of Vietnam, Lao's, the Palestine 
Liberation Organization, Afghanistan and Democratic Republic 
of Madagascar received as a gift various medicines, instru
ments, bed cloths, furniture, etc.

The young Red Crescent Society of Somali was given tons 
of cement as well as slate, glass, and so on, to assist in build
ing a medical centre in Mogadisho.
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In giving the aid in prophylaxis of infectious diseases, the 
Soviet Red Cross has brought at the disposal of the National 
Societies poliomyelitis, shall-pox and cholera vaccines (to 
Mauritania, Madagascar, Bangaladesh, Benin, Shad. Ghana 
and Upper Volta).

9. PROMOTION OF PEACE AND PROTECTION
OF HUMAN RIGHTS

In compliance with the Leninist peace-loving foreign policy 
of the Soviet state and humane principles of the Red Cross, the 
Soviet Red Cross gives every support to the strengthening of 
peace, prevention of wars and further development of mutual 
understanding, friendship and cooperation among nations.

When taking part in the International Red Cross meetings, 
the delegations of the Soviet Red Cross made proposals, drafted 
resolutions calling for relieving and prevention of human 
sufferings, for solution of controversial international problems 
through negotiations and for stopping the arms race, and 
called on the National Societies to direct their humane activi
ties to the strengthening of peace.

By all its efforts the Soviet Red Cross as well as National 
Societies of other countries made and makes now an indirect 
contribution into the cause of peace. Along with that, the 
Soviet Red Cross made constant efforts to directly contribute 
to the peace cause. The Soviet Red Cross that supports and 
approves the Red Cross Program of Action as a factor of peace 
adopted in 1975 in Belgrade considers its duty to take measures 
in implementation of the tasks contained in the Program. The 
participants of the 8th Congress of the Alliance of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies of the USSR (1976) addressed the 
international Red Cross movement with an appeal to more 
widely use the authority of the Red Cross as a factor of peace 
and to implement the Program of Action on Peace.

In its activities in favour of peace, the Soviet Red Cross 
pays special attention to cooperation with other governmental 
and non-governmental institutions and public movements 
whose activities are directed to strengthening peace and secu
rity of nations. The joint actions strengthen the movement of 
the peace-loving forces. On this basis, the Soviet Red Cross 
takes an active part in the work of the Soviet Peace Committee 
in the capacity of its Presidium member. Like many other public 
organizations, the Soviet Red Cross gave its support to the 
Stockholm Appeal for stopping the arms race and for disar
mament. The new Stockholm Appeal fully conforms to the aims 
and missions of the Red Cross movement as put down in the 
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Red Cross Program of Action on Peace and in the resolutions 
of the Red Cross conferences on peace. All that is a part of our 
plan of implementation of the Program of Action on Peace in 
accordance with Resolution No. 2 of the League’s Board of 
Governors (Geneva, 1975).

Basing upon the humane principles and doing its inter
national duty, the Soviet Red Cross permanently wages acti
vities directed to human rights protection, observance of inter
national conventions and agreements and giving an efficient 
aid to political prisoners, victims of fascist and racialist 
regimes.

A significant work has been done in giving the aid to the 
political prisoners and their families in Greece and Chile and 
to civilian population in the Middle East, Indochina and 
Cyprus.

Using the action plan of the International Red Cross in the 
struggle against racialism and racial discrimination, the Soviet 
Red Cross repeatedly drew attention of the world Red Cross 
movement to the tragic destiny of the native African population, 
the victims of the racialist regime, and decisively confronted 
apartheid and racial discrimination.

The Soviet Red Cross contributes into the strengthening of 
mutual understanding, peace and friendship among nations by 
all-out developing and widening of business contacts ancl 
fruitful cooperation with National Red Cross, Red Crescent, 
and Red Lion and Sun Societies. Presently the Soviet Red 
Cross closely cooperates with more than eighty National 
Societies.

In 1974 through 1976, sixty one delegations from over 
40 countries visited the Soviet Union, 50 Soviet Red Cross 
delegations went abroad to get acquainted with and study 
the experience of activities of sister Societies in 38 countries.

The visit of the leading personalities of the Leaque of Red 
Cross Societies and International Red Cross Committee to the 
Soviet Union furthered strengthening the Soviet Red Cross 
contacts and cooperation with the International Red Cross 
Centres.

During the last four years the Soviet Red Cross kept on 
rendering assistance to Soviet and foreign citizens in searching 
for their relatives and friends whose connections were broken 
as the result of World War II or natural calamities, and in 
looking for burial places of soviet soldiers buried abroad. Dur
ing the period, search for more than 100,000 men was completed. 
From this number the fate or location of about 25,000 people 
were ascertained. At present, more than 20,000 men are being 
searched for. In this humane cause the Soviet Red Cross coope
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rates with National Societies of 72 countries, the ICRC, foreign 
embassies accredited in Moscow, and Soviet state and public 
organizations.

The most active and fruitful cooperation has been performed 
with the National Red Cross organizations of the socialist 
countries, Federal Republic of Germany, Italy, the USA, Great 
Britain, France, Canada, and International Committee of the 
Red Cross.

In 1976 the regional conference of the Tracing Service of the 
socialist countries was held. In the course of this conference, 
the actual ways to further develop and strengthen cooperation 
in searching for the missing since the war time were outlined.

iO. REAPPRAISAL OF THE RED CROSS ROLE

The Soviet Red Cross attaches great importance to reap
praisal of the Red Cross role in the modern world. The Final 
Report on the matter was distributed by the Soviet Red Cross 
headquarters and deeply studied. The proposals made by the 
Soviet Red Cross concerning the future of the Red Cross 
movement were sent to the Leaque of Red Cross Societies. In its 
definition of the future role of the Red Cross movement, the 
Soviet Red Cross bases upon those clauses of the Final Report 
on Reappraisal which states that many National Societies 
attach great importance to implementation of the humane mis
sion of protection of human life and health, of preventing and 
relieving of people’s sufferings and of giving a helping hand 
to victims of various calamities. At present, being a universal 
public movement, the Red Cross cannot function estranged 
from the urgent problems of today which are the matters of the 
concern of all people. The Red Cross must take an active part 
in solution of such problems within the scope of its humane 
tasks.

In the modern world, the transitipn of the Red Cross from 
private actions aimed at relieving human sufferings, from 
charity to broad involvement in solution of health and social 
problems in their own countries has become necessary.

One of the most pressing problems of today is the preserva
tion and consolidation of world peace. Using this principle as a 
founding basis the Soviet Red Cross determines that both the 
indirect Red Cross contribution to the peace cause made 
through specific forms of activities and direct actions on 
protecting peace are now and will be in future one of the 
main directions in the International Red Cross activity which 
conforms to the motto “Through Humanism to Peace”.
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Taking into account the unique nature of the Red Cross 
protection activities, the Red Cross must even more efficiently 
come forward in defence of the civilian population that became 
victims of armed conflicts, and to step up its activity in 
protecting the human rights, the victims of fascist and racialist 
regimes.

As great importance is attached to the Red Cross activity 
in giving aid to the victims of natural and other calamities, the 
Red Cross faces the task of further development and perfection 
of this traditional activity.

Peace, humanism, health and welfare of people will ever be 
the basis of actions of the Soviet Red Cross.

COBETCKHH KPACHblH KPECT
(KpaTKHu OT'ier o TieHTejibHOCTH 3a 1973—1976 r.r. 

k XXIII Me?KAyHapoAHOH KOH^epeHuun KpacHoro KpecTa)
(Ha aHTJIUHCKOM H3bIKe)
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