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I INTRODUCTION
t

The Swedish Red Cross

Headquarters: Artillerigatan 6, Postal address: Fack, S-104 40 Stockholm 
Telex 19613, Cable: Swedcross, Telephone: 67 06 85

Emblem: Red Cross

II ORGANIZATION AND STRUCTURE

The Swedish Red Cross was founded in 1865, recognized by the ICRC 
in 1865 and admitted to the League in 1919.

530,000 
members
2,200 
local 
branches
24 districts 
district boards 
and secretariats
’VVVV’

The Swedish Red Cross General Assembly

Central Committee 
with Secretariat

Relations with the Government

Since the 1960-s SRC has in many ways developed the relations and 
the cooperation with the authorities and other voluntary organi
zations on all levels. Opinion polls, surveys and studies have also 
been undertaken in order to meet the changes in Society.

Examples on studies: "Red Cross economy in the future - need for 
resources and ways of getting them"
"Junior Red Cross - organization and working 
forms"
"Survey of RC work in a region"
(needs, present conditions and resources)
"Study of RC urban problems"
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During the last years SRC has been met by a great understanding from 
the Government and provincial authorities both concerning national 
and international activities. SRC has been given contributions and 
grants without conditions to cover certain costs for social projects, 
first aid training, international relief aid etc.

Both governmental and non-governmental organizations are represented 
in a special advisory body within the SRC.

Ill MEMBERS AND FINANCING

SRC has 530,000 members (6.5 7 of the total population) - of these 
about 14,000 belong to Junior Red Cross. Most members are supporting 
members. Females dominate.

Membership recruitment is mostly concentrated to urban areas (suburbs, 
new housing estates etc) .

Budget:

SRC has a turnover of about 100 million Sw Crs (US $ 25 million) a year. 
The money is obtained through fund raising, donations, grants from the 
government, municipal grants, interest on capital and membership fees. 
One principle of SRC is to use all money collected for the purposes 
intended by the donors. Collected funds are not to be used to cover 
administrative costs.

New fund raising methods:

New for the SRC is fund raising by selling the international identifi
cation method SOS-Talisman in cooperation with department stores and 
pharmacies.

Date of fund raising campaign:

The annual fund raising takes part all over the country in October. 
Every three years, at general elections, money is collected in coopera
tion with other voluntary organizations for activities among handicapped.

IV PRESENT ACTIVITIES

Disaster relief:

a) Coordinating body is the fire protection authorities.

From the medical point of view there are two central special committees: 
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The "Identification Commission" with experts from the police, forensic 
medicine etc, for identifying disaster victims. The "Medical Disaster 
Commission" (MDC) with representatives from the Civil Defence, Medical 
Board of the Armed Forces, Police Board, Board of Health and Welfare, 
SRC etc. The tasks of MDC are to coordinate the disaster medical 
service with other public emergency rescue organizations, to issue 
recommendations and instructions for planning of medical disaster 
preparedness in the 24 counties of the country. In every county 
there are Disaster preparedness plans.

b) national level: SRC is repre
sented on the Medical Disaster Commission. In most counties SRC takes 
part in planning and special exercises.

c) Assistance given abroad: For the period 1973-1976 the SRC has 
given relief assistance for natural disasters up to a value of Sw Crs 
24,163,400. The year 1974 headed with 8,092,100 Sw Crs.

During the same period assistance was given for disaster preparedness 
programmes with 5,764,000 Sw Crs and to victims of armed conflicts and 
internal disorders up to an amount of 46,429,200 Sw Crs. The year 1973 
headed these actions with 14,023,900 Sw Crs most of which was spent 
for the relief programmes in Indochina.

The nature of these contributions was hospital equipment, medical kits, 
medicaments, vaccines, clothing, condensed milk and milkpowder, personnel, 
cash contributions, blankets, tents and food.

Inside the framework of the LORCS and ICRC help SRC took part in relief 
actions in Bangladesh and Indochina, Middle East and Africa. The latest 
action started already in 1975 for refugees to Portugal from Angola, 
Mozambique and Timor.

Considerable part was also taken by SRC in relief actions in Lebanon. 
The total amount of field delegates during the period was 12 persons.

Activities as auxiliaries of the public authorities:

a) Cooperation with the military and_civilian_health_services: SRC 
courses for the general public cover first aid, hygiene, home nursing, 
baby care. These courses are most valuable even in wartime.

In addition to this the Total Defence contains a great number of con
tracted volunteers, among others even SRC people. In the Home Guard 
SRC is charged with responsibilities of organizing and training volun
teers to care for the wounded in wartime.

In the wartime War Medical districts SRC will assist the civilian medical 
officers with volunteers, appointed in peacetime.

b) Civil_defence: SRC is not involved in Civil Defence responsibilities.

Activities under the Development Programme on National Societies:

Assistance given: The total value used for development purposes during 
1973-1976 was 31,885,600 Sw Crs. The year 1976 headed with 10,941,200 
Sw Crs.
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The total amount of field delegates/liaison officers during the period 
was 16 persons.

SRC continued during 1973 to sponsor the disaster preparedness programme 
in Bangladesh. This kind of project was extended to Nepal, India and 
Indonesia (1975/76) when sister societies started joint programmes with 
SRC. In the framework of the LORC's preparedness programme in Somalia 
SRC is sponsoring a League delegate.

The total value of assistance during the period 1973-1976 is 108,242,200 
Sw Crs of approx US $ 24,926,000 (rate 1977-05-01).

Activities in the field of health:

The SRC educational work in peacetime attracts more than 100,000 parti
cipants each year. The programme contains among other cources
6 hours basic training in first aid;
advanced cources in first aid (for first aiders at place of work, road 
first aiders etc);
cources in home nursing;
cources in baby and child care (for parents-to-be and grandparents);
SRC takes active part in blood service in wartime.

Activities in the field of nursing:

SRC administrates one nursing school. 120-150 persons pass the exami
nation as registered nurses each year. Further special training is 
given to 120 nurses a year. There are 6,077 RC-nurses.

Activities in the field of social welfare:

The SRC social welfare programme is continously adjusted to meet actual 
needs. This is done through a close study of the evoluation inside the 
official sector of social welfare. Thus we can weigh the demands and 
needs of different groups with regard to reforms announced by the 
authorities, define the role of the Red Cross in the social welfare 
picture and lay down differentiated goals for operation.

Official reports in social welfare matters are not seldom referred to 
the SRC for consideration. A present need is to work on public opinion 
to change attitudes towards problem groups like drug addicts, prisoners, 
mentally ill, immigrants etc.

A second step is to engage volunteers in different forms of contact 
activities with these groups. The ruling principle is to support their 
own abilities to reach an independent life.

Prison visitors: Volunteers, specially trained, pay regular visits in 
25 prisons and 4 custodies. This contact is of special importance for 
many prisoners on release and for non Swedish nationals.

A contact service for patients and expatients of psychiatric hospitals 
is developing. Volunteers in different ways give support in the retrai
ning for daily life.
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A close cooperation with other volunteer organizations and with welfare 
authorities on central, regional and local level is promoting success. 
This is also true with regard to recent endeavours to support immigrants 
of different nationalities to find ways to settle down in our country. 
The SRC is helping to spread information among the Swedish population 
on culture and habits in different national groups to create a better 
understanding between natives and immigrants. Equality, freedom of 
choice and cooperation are the characteristics of the official concept 
of immigrant policy, which are also adopted in the Red Cross programme.

All suggestions and projects are discussed and planned with the immi
grant organizations before they are carried out. Immigrants take ini
tiative to start their own Red Cross activities with full support from 
local and regional RC committees. A very active and self supporting 
Finnish branch has been established in Eskilstuna with welfare work 
mainly directed to Finnish nationals. A Finnish branch in Stockholm 
is presently planning a contact service for countrymen under psychiatric 
care.

There has been a number of conferences with women from Swedish organi
zations and immigrant women of various nationalities with the purpose 
to discuss cultural differences and to explain the functions of Swedish 
administration, social welfare, medical care, family life etc.

The traditional contact service with the elderly, the physically handi
capped and long term patients in hospitals is steadily increasing and 
finding new ways of breaking isolation.

Activities in the field of youth:

The aim of the Swedish Junior Red Cross is to interest and activate 
people from 7-25 years above all in

social welfare activities 
international understanding 
health education 
on the basis of the humanitarian idea of the Red Cross.

The Swedish JRC is an out-of-school organization with no passive members. 
A new training and activity system is worked out based more on interests, 
maturity and previous knowledge than on fixed age-groups. For the older 
JRC-members the aim is an integreation in training and activities with 
adult SRC-members. In the social welfare field JRC has since 1969 con
centrated on activities together with physically, psychically and socially 
handicapped young people.

In order to reintegrate in the community and rehabilitate young people 
in reform school JRC has started activities together with pupils in 
such schools.

Information is given to different groups in the community about the 
alcoholic- and drug abuse problems.

Activities together with immigrant children have increased during the 
last three years. I.e. summercamps are held every year where contact 
is established between immigrant and refugee children and SRC-members, 
a contact which lasts even after the camps.
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Approximately 40 JRC-members a year are going abroad and about 80 
foreign JRC-members are coming to visit Swedish JRC-camps. About 3-4 
metric tons of Christmas gifts are sent each year to a sister society.

JRC has its own disaster fund in order to help especially children 
and youth in emergency situations. Lately a contribution has been made 
in favour of young victims of the catastrophe in Iceland.

1975/76 JRC-groups raised 500,000 Sw Crs to help the Gambia Red Cross 
with a development project: 8 childrens home, starting of JRC-units etc.

A new programme for international understanding has been produced and 
it is "Maria moves to Lima" and "The international game".

The JRC health education covers training in first aid, hygiene and 
home nursing. Interest in now also paid to activities against environ
mental pollution.

Activities in the field of the dissemination of the Geneva Conventions 
and the Red Cross Principles:

After the second world war the SRC believed in a deeply rooted interest 
and understanding of the humanitarian law among people and the work in 
this field became therefore more routine-like such as publishing and 
distributing pamphlets and giving isolated lectures.

Since some years there is an increasing concern in the SRC about the 
widening gap between humanitarian law on one side, behaviour in con
flicts and public opinion on the other side.

Especially since the XXI International Red Cross Conference in Istanbul 
in 1969 the SRC as well as the Swedish Government have taken an active 
part in the promotion and improvement of humanitarian law, in Sweden 
as well as in the commonwork especially the one taken on by the ICRC. 
The SRC is hereby concentrating on the public attitude.

Since 1970 the Nordic Red Cross societies looked for more efficient 
approaches to this subject and established a closer cooperation between 
themselves and with their governments.

In the spring 1972 the Nordic Red Cross societies thought it was indis
pensable to have the advice of the ICRC about the further development. 
A meeting was organized in Copenhagen in October 1972 with representa
tives from the ICRC, the Nordic Societies, the Red Cross societies of 
Federal Republic of Germany and of the Netherlands. The group felt that 
the presentation, as well as the discussion on the Geneva Conventions, 
have to be adopted to a great and changing variety of conditions. Much 
has therefore to be done in the field of communication towards the 
outside world as well as within the Red Cross. The group agreed about 
the necessity of a close and continous cooperation regarding the matters 
between the ICRC and the national societies and that this intensified 
cooperation needs a special system.

Late in 1971 the SRC sat up a working group commissioned to lay down 
the outlines of a more effective information about humanitarian law 
and to create a public opinion. An employee at Headquarters was at 
the same time allotted as her main duty to coordinate the SRC work 
in this field.
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The working group considers it necessary that the influence on the 
attitude of people be of a permanent character to be successful and 
that it has therefore to be deeply rooted in various groups of the 
community. The right approach was thought to be to ask various groups 
outside SRC what humanitarian problems they were facing and then 
assist them in their own efforts to solve the problems. For this 
purpose contact has been established with the Military Forces, the 
Church, the Board of Education, the Office of the Chancellor of the 
Universities and the Swedish University Students' Organization.

A Reference Group was formed with representatives from above mentioned 
parts of the community.

Later others were contacted, such as Trade Unions, Publicists, Volun
tary Organizations and the Police.

SRC has not been entirely successful in its efforts to make others 
take the consequences of their responsibility.

SRC has found it necessary to produce more material and to keep a 
stronger leadership, than it had hoped to do.

However, new analytical creative approaches have started within the 
armed forces and to a limited extent in parts of the school system. 
A report e.g. was made by a student at "Military High School" on 
"Humanitarian Conventions, Human Public Opinion and Education in 
Humanitarian Questions". Study groups are increasing in numbers and 
seminars and meetings are arranged for various organizations which 
may formally introduce humanitarian knowledge and involvement in 
their programmes.

At an early stage the Red Cross had to be prepared also at the regional 
level in order to meet the interest from other parts of the community 
which could be expected if the central activities were successful.

From 1975 special groups were formed within or attached to the District 
Committees (Boards). They have been trained and have also taken on the 
responsibility of internal Red Cross work at district and local level.

In the attempts to present the conventions in an attractive way some 
material have been produced and also obtained from others. The most 
valuable product received is probably the International Committee 
of the Red Cross'descriptions of a few concrete actions and the app
lication of the conventions during those actions. This has been a 
difficult thing for the ICRC to produce but we are sure that this is 
a line which has to be pursued.

A still-film was produced in 1975 called "Human Solidarity". The aim 
with this film is to activate people who already are interested in 
these questions. It is not an information film for the public about 
e.g. Geneva Conventions.

A study material called "Humanity" was produced in cooperation with 
a study organization. It is about humanity in its broadest sense, to 
be studied and discussed in small groups.

The Red Cross idea is of course the basic thing in all the RC material 
which is produced.
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Activities in the field of information and public relations:

The Information Department at Headquarters is responsible for general 
information and fund raising. Pamphlets and booklets for internal and 
external use are produced as well as films. Mass media are kept informed 
through extensive press service. A paper "Our Red Cross" is published 
four times a year. The circulation is 500,000 copies and it is distri
buted to each member family, some institutions and mass media.

V REAPPRAISAL OF THE ROLE OF THE RED CROSS

The English issue of the Report has been distributed to all members 
of the Central Committee and District Boards.

The Final Report (the Agenda) was the first publication to be trans
lated into Swedish. A summary of the Report and questions for dis
cussions were prepared and distributed to all local branches. 1
The next step was translation and distribution of Backgroundpapers 
No 1 and 4.

A questionnaire was prepared to the districts to make them summarize 
how they had been using the material during 1976.

It shows that different parts of the Report have been discussed at 
different occasions with different groups of members.

The Central Committee, the chairmen of the District Boards and members 
of the General Assembly have been dealing with the following questions:

- The basic role of the Red Cross
- National Societies (SRC) management
- Evaluation of activities and reinterpretation of functions

Financing

At local branch level leadership has been discussed as well as 
membership recruitment

- training and information of members
- evaluation of activities

In connection with the preparatory work before the new charter for 
SRC was adopted in 1974, many of these questions have been discussed 
at different levels in the Society.

It has been the ambition of the Central Committee to keep policy- and 
programmediscussions alive at all levels in the Society. The Big Study 
appeared at the right moment to enable a continous and wide discussion 
leading to re-thinking and increased effectiveness in the future.
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