
Report of

COLLECTION CICR

CKjCQV) i 
ia

THE
PHILIPPINE
NATIONAL 
RED CROSS

XXIII rd International Conference 
of the Red Cross 
Bucharest 1977



THE PHILIPPINE NATIONAL RED CROSS

HIS EXCELLENCY, FERDINAND E. MARCOS
President, Republic of the Philippines

Honorary President,PNRC

OFFICERS

BOARD OF GOVERNORS

GENERAL ROMEO C. ESPINO 
HON. FERNANDO E. V. SISON 

MAYOR ADELINAS. RODRIGUEZ 
MRS. DOLORES H. SISON
MR. ROMEO VILLONCO
BRIG. GEN. JOÑAS A. VICTORIA
HON. MELANIO T. SINGSON

Chairman
Vice Chairman
Secretary
Assistant Secretary
T reasurer

s

Assistant Treasurer
Counselor

MEMBERS

HON. VICENTE ASAD SANTOS
HON. EMILIO ABELLO
HON. AGUEDO F. AGBAYANl
HON. NARCISO ALBARRACIN

HON. NEREO C. ANDOLONG
MR. ANTONIO ROXAS CHUA
DR. ELIODORO D. CONGCO
MR. JUAN P. DAYANG
HON. CONCORDIO C. DIEL
HON. JOSE S. ESTEVEZ
MRS. MARIA G. FORD
HON. CLEMENTE S. GATMAITAN
HON. JAIME C. LAYA

MR. JESUS S. LAZATIN
HON. MANUEL LIM

HON. GUALBERTO B. LUMAUIG
HON. ERNESTO Μ. MACEDA

JUDGE ANTONIO QUIRINO
MISS ROSA ROSAL

GENERAL ALFREDO Μ. SANTOS 
BRIG. GEN. PROTACIO R. SOTTO 
HON. MAMINTAL A. TAMAÑO 
ATTY. ENRIQUE D. TAYAG
MR. HERNANDO P. ZENAROSA 

MAYOR LAZARO Μ. ZULUETA

■-

DR. VICENTE GALVEZ, Secretary General



THE PHILIPPINE NATIONAL RED CROSS

REPORT TO THE

XXIII rd INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS CONFERENCE

BUCHAREST

OCTOBER 1977



Red Cross youth volunteers joined a relief 
expedition to a far-off island in Mindanao 
ravaged by tidal waves and a killer earthquake.



I BRIEF REPORT Os ACTIVITIES
(From 1974 to 1976)

INTRODUCTION
Name : The Philippine National Red Cross

Emblem : Sign of the red cross on a white background 
Headquarters : 860 United Nations Ave.,

Manila, Philippines

ORGANIZATION AND STRUCTURE
1) Foundation: August 30, 1905 (As a Branch of the Ame

rican Red Cross)
April 15, 1947 (As an independent National 
Society)

Recognition by the ICRC; March 29, 1947 
Admission to the League of Red 
Cross Societies: September 17, 1947

2) The highest governing body of the Society is the Board 
of Governors. Headed by a chairman, the Board is composed of 33 
members with the President of the Philippines as honorary presi
dent. Through its 17 standing committees, the Board makes poli
cies for the general activities of the Society.

Implementation of approved policies is the responsibility of 
the Secretary General: behind him are heads of such services, as 
Disaster Preparedness and Relief Service, Home-Military Welfare 
Service, Safety Services, Nursing Service, Medical Services (Blood 
Program), Red Cross Youth, and Volunteer Service.

Other key offices are the Administrative Office, Accounting, 
Auditing, Public Relations and Publications, International Rela
tions Office, Fund Raising, and Chapters Service.
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3) The National Society operates through a network of 79 
chapters whose offices are located in the capital towns and cities. 
The Chapter’s governing body is its Board of Directors while 
management lies in the hands of the Chapter Administrator.

4) The Society has 146,393 volunteer first aiders and 
4,534,136 Red Cross youth members.

5) The PNRC cooperates closely with the government in 
disaster relief work and in improving the health, safety and welfare 
of the Filipino people. However, it maintains its status as an inde
pendent, non-political and non-religious organization.

MEMBERS AND FINANCING

1) Contributors to the Society’s fund drive are individually 
issued a membership certificate. Students from all levels can be
come members, too, by enrolling for Junior Red Cross or Red 
Cross youth. Membership also encompasses those on the Board of 
Governors and on the Chapter Boards as well as volunteers who 
help the Red Cross in its service activities. For 1976 alone, the 
PNRC had a total membership of 5,655,907, both youth and 
adult.

2) Every year the Society conducts a nationwide fund drive 
authorized under a Presidential Proclamation. The annual goal is 
set by the Board of Governors. In 1976, the goal wasP6.5 million, 
the minimum amount needed to finance Red Cross health and 
welfare programs in the country for the particular year.

PRESENT ACTIVITIES
1) Disaster Relief

a) Preparedness and Planning
The Society organizes volunteer disaster action teams in the 

community which are mobilized during calamities or emergencies. 
From 1974 to 1976, the PNRC trained 186,612 volunteer disaster 
workers throughout the country.
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It maintains two sets of radio communication systems mainly 
for disaster purposes. One set (VHF) works well within a radius 
of 40 kilometers.

Another set, a single side band unit, can connect National 
Headquarters and the remotest disaster area in the country.

b) The National Headquarters intervenes when its chapters 
cannot cope with the needs of disaster victims. Intervention comes 
in the form of financial assistance, additional personnel and 
supplies.

c) Assistance

— Received from abroad:
When Luzon and the Visayas were ravaged by floods and 

typhoons in 1974, the PNRC received relief aid from 19 Red 
Cross societies for the 2,241,086 persons affected. In 1976, the 
PNRC sounded an appeal for support to the League of Red Cross 
Societies for the 2,286,685 typhoon victims in Central Luzon. 
Cash and material donations were given by 27 Red Cross societies, 
8 foreign governments and 2 international organizations.

Again, in 1976, the PNRC received spontaneous donations 
from 17 Red Cross societies, 5 foreign governments and three 
other organizations abroad for some 179,645 persons displaced by 
a killer earthquake and tidal waves that devastated Mindanao. 
The twin disaster killed 3,612 inhabitants.

Similarly, the PNRC sent aid to foreign countries struck by 
grim disasters. Responding to international appeals in 1974, it 
sent cash donations for the earthquake victims in Peru, and for 
sufferers of hurricane Fifi in Honduras, and the floods in Bangla
desh. For the war victims in Phnom Penh, the PNRC despatched 
a shipment of rubber sandals. In addition to this, a shipment of 
Philippine handicrafts was consigned to the Khmer Red Cross for 
its annual charity bazaar as an aid for war victims, and for veterans 
in a rehabilitation center. Another shipment of native products 
was made for the Republic of Vietnam Red Cross in support of 
its own special benefit event for war victims.
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In 1975, the PNRC sent cash donations for earthquake 
victims in Pakistan, for evacuees in Cambodia and Vietnam, and 
for flood victims in Nepal.

In 1976, the PNRC also sent cash donations for earthquake 
victims in Guatemala and for war victims in Lebanon.

2) Activities as auxiliaries of the public authorities
(in the context of preparedness for armed conflicts)

The PNRC has professional social workers assigned in major 
commands of the Armed Forces of the Philippines as well as in 
some field units. These social workers perform liaison work and 
conduct a family service program for servicemen and their depen
dents.

a) Civil Defense
In the event of war, the National Society is prepared to assist 

the Office of Civil Defense in the evacuation of affected popula
tion and in rescue operations.

3) Assistance to victims of armed conflicts and 
internal disorders

Under its Charter, rhe PNRC is officially designated to assist 
the government in discharging the obligations set forth in the 
Geneva Conventions. One of its major functions is to extend aid 
to the sick and wounded of the armed forces in time of war and to 
help safeguard the civilian populace. It also cooperates fully with 
the ICRC in implementing plans of action to relieve victims of 
their sufferings and in extending services to political detainees and 
cultural minorities.

For a few years now, the Society has been engaged in relief 
work for victims of internal conflict in Southern Philippines.

4) Activities of the National Society under the 
development programme

Within the framework of the Development Programme of the 
League, the PNRC organized institutes for Asian and Pacific Socie
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ties on nursing (1967), Red Cross Youth (1968), fund raising 
(1969), disaster preparedness and relief assistance (1972), and 
blood program (1974). Likewise, it hosted in 1976 an evaluation 
session on community welfare work in Asia and the Pacific.

5) Activities in the field of health
Nursing Service

The Society promotes a health program known as home 
nursing which consists of brief courses of instruction on home 
care of the sick and injured, care of mothers, infants and young 
children, and care of the aged and the chronically ill. Family plan
ning and basic nutrition information are also integrated in home 
nursing courses for adults. A significant activity in the nutrition 
program is supplementary feeding for malnourished children.

First Aid
The teaching of first aid skills has been vigorously pursued by 

the PNRC. From 1974 to 1976, 146,393 persons were trained in 
first aid.

From 1974 to 1976, the PNRC graduated 701 individuals in 
accident prevention courses.

Blood Program
The PNRC remains as the country’s biggest source of blood 

for hospital use, supplying about 75% of the national blood re
quirement. It conducts a series of blood drives, yearly, among the 
citizens, including Americans at military bases and visiting 
foreigners.

In 1976, the Society’s Blood Program collected 105,926 
units of blood which benefited 46,879 hospital patients from 
all over the country. This amount easily overshadowed the 1975 
collection by 4,021 units — a healthy sign of upward trend that 
has been maintained over the years.

At present, the Society has 3 regional blood centers, 16 
chapter blood centers, 35 extension services, 15 blood stations 
and 1 national blood center.
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Part of its services is blood-typing for educational and 
emergency purposes.

Health Education
The PNRC carries out a nationwide health education cam

paign on sanitation, health care in the home, nutrition, family 
planning and drug abuse prevention and control, among others, 
in coordination with agencies of the government.

MISCELLANEOUS ACTIVITIES — Relations with health 
authorities in these spheres

The PNRC works hand in hand with health authorities in 
checking the outbreak of epidemics and in looking after the 
people’s health during disasters.

6) Activities in the field of nursing
One of the prime concerns of the National Society is the 

training of volunteers in home nursing. From 1974 to 1976 the 
PNRC trained a total of 80,401 volunteers, many of whom were 
tapped to teach home nursing care in their respective commu
nities.

7) Activities in the field of social welfare
Social welfare activities of the PNRC are carried through 

the home-military welfare service. Home service provides coun
selling on problems arising from parent-child relationship, marital 
conflict, economic instability, illness and other problems which 
pose a threat to the stability of the family.

Military welfare service promotes a twin program of family 
service and recreation and rehabilitation for military men and 
their dependents in major military installations. Its services are 
designed to help improve the lot of the militarymen and their 
dependents. Hence, it organizes recreational activities for the 
able-bodied and disabled members of the armed forces and offers 
vocational courses to the dependents who are also taught family 
planning, home nursing, first aid and others.
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8) Activities in the field of youth
The PNRC youth members from all school levels are in

volved in community undertakings, notably nutrition, environ
mental sanitation, food production and drug abuse prevention and 
control. They also undergo training for community undertakings. 
To help them eke out a living, the PNRC provides the out-of- 
school youth with vocational training.

9) Dissemination of the Geneva Conventions and 
Red Cross principles

The PNRC is assisting the Philippine Government in the disse
mination of knowledge of the Geneva Conventions. At the same time 
it implements a continuing information drive on the Red Cross 
principles. This is done through media publicity, talks, lectures, 
and handouts. Some 10,200 copies of The Teachers Manual and 
58,650 copies of the textbook The Red Cross and My Country 
were distributed to elementary schools all over the country. The 
ICRC film entitled “Humanity First” was shown at PNRC head
quarters on May 8, 1975 as part of the observance of World Red 
Cross Day.

The Geneva Conventions are included in the leadership train
ing courses for its volunteers, particularly those engaged in disaster 
relief activities, nurses and nursing students, youth leaders and 
teacher-sponsors of Junior Red Cross. The Conventions are also 
included in the in-service training of new members of the PNRC 
staff.

10) Activities for peace-keeping nationally and 
internationally

The PNRC has been doing its share in the task of safeguard
ing and promoting peace, nationally and internationally.

In relief work, the Society teams up with the Government 
in dealing with disaster situations. Under the National Disaster 
Coordinating Council whose disaster plan is administered by the 
Office of Civil Defense, the PNRC — as a member agency — carries 
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out a disaster preparedness program and provides relief and first 
aid assistance and helps to facilitate temporary shelter to calamity 
victims.

On international cooperation for disaster action, the PNRC 
contributes to relief missions of the League and ICRC in cash and 
manpower, whenever possible. In the regional level, the Society 
has presented a proposed agreement among National Societies 
in Southeast Asia on coming to each other’s aid during natural 
disasters of catastrophic magnitude.

In cooperation with ICRC, the Society has been implement
ing plans of action to relieve the country’s victims of conflict and 
to extend services to political detainees and cultural minorities.

Within the framework of the League’s Development Prog
ramme, the PNRC hosted during the past few years some institutes 
for Asian and Pan-Pacific Societies. The latest was the Asian Blood 
Program Institute in 1974.

Under its youth program the Society affords its youth leaders 
a chance to participate in decision-making with the Board of Gov
ernors and to attend seminars of national and international im
port. In all educational levels, Red Cross youths are making friend
ship albums and the like for national and international exchange. 
This is in line with PNRC peace plans for schools which is aimed 
atfostering brotherhood, goodwill and understanding among the 
youths of the country and the world.

11) Relations with other non-governmental 
organizations (both national and international) 
and with specialized bodies and institutions of 
the United Nations >

The PNRC maintains relations with the UNDP, UNHCR, 
WHO, CARE, Catholic Relief Services, and the Salvation Army, 
among others, as well as with local government and civic agencies, 
especially in times of disasters.
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12) Information and public relations
The PNRC has its own machinery for information and 

public relations. It utilizes all available facilities of communica
tions (print, radio and television) to inform the public of its acti
vities and to cultivate generosity and goodwill.

Among its tools are a weekly radio program, brochures, 
posters, pictorial exhibits, television slides, documentary films, 
a newsletter and the Junior Red Cross magazine.

Under the Rural Health Practice Program of 
the Department of Health, some underboard 
nurses are assigned to work with the Red Cross 
every year. They are first taught as home nur
sing instructors by the Red Cross to enable 
them to spread such skills as health care in the 
home, care of the sick and injured, among 
others, to the community folk.

9



10



PURPOSES OF THE PHILIPPINE NATIONAL RED CROSS
■ ■ ; - i

"SECTION 3. That the purposes of this Corporation
shall be as follows:

a. To furnish volunteer aid to the sick and wounded of 
armed forces in time of war, in accordance with the spirit of 
and under the conditions prescribed by the Geneva Red Cross 
Convention to which the Republic of the Philippines pro
claimed its adherence on February fourteen, nineteen hun
dred and forty seven;

b. For the purposes mentioned in the preceding sub
section, to perform all the duties devolving upon the Corpo
ration as a result of the adherence of the Republic of the 
Philippines to the said Convention;

c. To act in matters of voluntary relief and in accord
ance with the authorities of the Armed Forces as a medium 
of communication between the people of the Republic of the 
Philippines and their Armed Forces, in time of peace and in 
time of war, and to act in such matters between similar 
national societies of other governments and the Government 
and people and the Armed Forces of the Republic of the 
Philippines;

d. To establish and maintain a system of national and 
international relief in time of peace and in time of war and 
apply the same in meeting the emergency needs caused by 
typhoons, floods, fires, earthquakes, and other natural 
disasters; and to devise and carry on measures for minimiz
ing the suffering caused by such disasters and;

e. To devise and promote such other services in time of 
peace or war as may be found desirable in improving the 
health, safety and welfare of the Filipino people and as do 
not infringe upon the functions of government."

Excerpts from Republic Act No. 95, 
Charter of the Philippine
National Red Cross Ss
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