
COLLECTION CIC&

INTER ARMA CARITAS

THE NORWEGIAN 
RED CROSS SOCIETY 

1973 -1976
Report to the XXIIIrd International 

Conference of the Red Cross in Bucharest 
from 4. —21. October 1977.





INTRODUCTION
The Norwegian Red Cross (Norges Rode Kors) 
Address: Parkveien 33 b, Oslo 2, Norway
Postal address: Post Office Box 7034 H, Oslo 3, Norway 
Telex: 16011 norcr n
Telegrams: «NORCROSS», Oslo
Telephone: (02) 56 39 80
Emblem: The Red Cross
Motto: Inter Arma Caritas



ORGANISATION AND 
STRUCTURE

1. Date of Foundation: 22 September 1865 
Recognition by the ICRC: 1865 
Admission to the League: 1920

Patrons of the Norwegian Red Cross:
H. M. King Olav V 
(The Norwegian Red Cross) 
H. R. H. Crownprince Harald 
(Red Cross Youth)
H. R. H. Crownprincess Sonja 
(Red Cross Child Relief)

President: Hans Hoegh 
Vice-president: Grethe Johnsen 
Vice-president: Halvor Aasebo

BODIES OF THE SOCIETY
a. The General Assembly, convenes every three years.
b. The Board of Representatives, convenes twice a year, consists 

of 21 members: The President and the chairmen of the 20 Red 
Cross districts. (Highest authority between the General 
Assembly meetings.)

c. The Central Committee consists of 10 members: The Presi
dent, the two vice-presidents, two members (elected by the 
General Assembly), the chairmen of the Rescue Corps, Red 
Cross Youth, Child Relief, Visiting Service and the Red Cross 
Nurses Association.

AND LOCAL ORGANISA
TIONS
REGIONAL, PROVINCIAL

a. 20 districts, corresponding to the counties of the country.
b. 294 local branches.



GROUP ORGANISATIONS
a. 294 rescue corps
b. 155 groups of Red Cross Youth
c. 66 Child Relief groups
d. 172 groups of Visiting Service (Patients’ Friends)

RELATIONS WITH THE 
GOVERNMENT

The Norwegian Red Cross was engaged by the Royal Ministry of 
Defence in 1907 as a voluntary auxiliary society for the Military 
Medical Corps in case of war (Norwegian Red Cross’ constitu
tion, article no. 1.)
In war as well as in peace, the Norwegian Red Cross will support 
the military medical corps, the Civil Defence Medical Corps and 
the civil health service. To the best of its ability, it will provide 
these authorities with personnel and equipment (Norwegian Red 
Cross’ constitution, article no. 4.)
The Norwegian Red Cross receives from the Ministry of Social 
Affairs, the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Justice, an 
annual contribution for the training of nurses, first aid courses 
and courses in home nursing.

MEMBERS AND FINANCING
1. Qualifications and categories of members

1. Members paying annual membership fees.
2. Lifetime members.
3. Corporations.

2. Number of members at the end of 1976:

Total: 163.000
Of which: Local branches 130.700

Rescue corps: 14.000
Red Cross Youth: 7.000
Child Relief: 6.000
Visiting Service: 5.300



3. Budget and sources of financing

1. Budget of total costs for the National Society’s Secretariat in 
1977:
10.5 million N.cr. (Sw.fr. 4.860.000).

2. Sources of financing:
The annual Red Cross Week.
The penny slot machines.
The national lottery.
The Christmas seals.
The membership fees.

4. Fund raising methods

The most usual methods of fund raising are the ones used for 
years, such as appeals and country-wide campaigns for contribu
tions in cash (mostly for one specific action and/or activity), 
lotteries and bazaars. During the last years, the penny slot 
machines have shown an increased income, and the hope is that 
these machines will, in the coming years, yield the same or more.

5. Date of the annual campaign

Every year — the two first weeks of September — the Red Cross 
districts, local branches and special groups arrange the «Red 
Cross Week», throughout the country. The intention of this week 
is to be a fund raising and information campaign.

PRESENT ACTIVITIES
1. Disaster relief

a. The Norwegian Red Cross foreign disaster relief is placed 
under the direction of the Central Committee.
Courses are being held at national level, in order to train as 
well medical as technical and administrative personnel for 
disaster service abroad.

b. In this period, Norway has been free from national disasters, 
but the Norwegian Red Cross has rendered active aid to 
victims of minor local disasters and to their families.

c. Assistance dispatched abroad:
The Norwegian Red Cross has been in the position to take an 
active part in international disaster relief actions in Nicaragua, 
Jordan, Mauritania, Senegal, Algérie, Tunisia, Vietnam, the 
Sahel-area, Kenya, Pakistan, Lebanon, Middle-East, Bangla- 
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desh, Syria, Cyprus, Honduras, Philippines, Kurdistan, Soma
lia, Ethiopia, Rwanda, Portugal, Morocco. Haiti, Angola, 
Rumania, Gambia, Dahomey, Afghanistan, Chile, Turkey, 
Cape Verde, Timor, Mauritius, Mozambique, Tanzania, and 
Italy.
The value of the assistance given abroad, channelled through 
the Norwegian Red Cross in cash and kind and services 
throughout the years 1973 - 74 - 75 - 76 - totals: N. cr. 
107.035.800,— (Sw.fr. 50.000.000).

2. Activities as auxiliaries of the public authorities

The Norwegian Red Cross has continued cooperation with the 
public authorities in rescue and ambulance activities. Under the 
agreement with the Civil Defence, the Norwegian Red Cross has 
continued rendering assistance in the work of training the public 
in first aid and has also taken part in excercises organised by the 
Civil Defence in different parts of the country.

3. Assistance to victims of armed conflicts and internal disorders

The Norwegian Red Cross has given material assistance to 
countries where the civilian population has suffered because of 
armed conflicts and/or internal disorders. The assistance has been 
channelled through the International Committee of the Red 
Cross.

4. Activities of National Societies under the Development Programme

Development of the National Society (Structure and expansion of 
existing services.)
Since the last report, the Mother and Child Health Centre in 
Bangladesh, run by the Norwegian Red Cross, has developed into 
a Thana Health Complex based on an agreement with the 
Government of Bangladesh.
This has been the largest single project, but the Norwegian Red 
Cross Society has been able to expand its activities in the 
development sector. In 1976, approximately 3.240.000 N.cr. 
(Sw.fr. 1.5 million) were directed to development, half of which 
was contributed by the Norwegian Government.
From 1977, projects will be launched in Niger, Togo and Malawi, 
and a first aid instructor will work in the societies in Botswana 
and other countries of Southern Africa, for one year.
The Norwegian Red Cross Child Relief has in 1977 started with 
Far away adoption of children in Sri Lanka.
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5. Activities in the field of health

First aid practice and accident prevention:
As mentioned above, the Norwegian Red Cross stresses the 
importance of first aid and home nursing courses.
The Red Cross rescue corps grow in number and improve its 
qualifications every year.
294 corps consisting of about 14.000 members cover the whole 
country — ready to act if an accident should occur — airplane 
crashes, road accidents, avalanches and so on. They are also well 
trained to trace people who do not return from their skiing tours 
in the mountain, or hiking in the woods. Some are on duty 
along the coast and on the beaches, actively participating in 
Water Safety work. Members of the corps render first aid at 
athletic competitions too.
The rescue corps have close cooperation with the Civil Defence 
and the police, both in preparing actions and in actual rescue 
cases. The members of the first aid rescue corps are all volunteers 
who receive no compensation. All training takes place in their 
leisure time.
The Red Cross covers a major part of Norway’s ambulance 
service and is also taking active part in the work to improve the 
quality of the service by better training and better equipment.

6. Activities in the field of nursing

Five schools for training and education of nurses are run by the 
Norwegian Red Cross. These schools turn out altogether nearly 
350 fully qualified nurses every year. This is 1/3 of the total 
number of nurses trained annually in Norway.

7. Activities in the field of social welfare

More than 150 health institutions are run by the Red Cross in 
Norway, and most of them have been built by the efforts of the 
Red Cross and by Red Cross money. The institutions include 
hospitals, cottage hospitals, homes and schools for children with 
different handicaps, old people’s homes and such like.
Most of the homes, schools and Day Institutions for children with 
handicaps are in the possession of and run by the different 
Groups of Child Relief.

8. Activities in the field of youth

Around 5.000 girls and boys are group members, while 3.500 are 
members through schoolclass membership. The youth section of 
the Norwegian Red Cross has, through the term of office, 



established a profile within the social work. At the three camp 
schools, all owned by the National Society, the main objective is 
to integrate handicapped and ablebodied youth in an environ
ment where they all will have the opportunity of knowing each 
other through work and play. During the last years, services 
towards the elderly have been increased by taking them out for 
sightseeing, shopping, theatre and doing some housework.

9. Activities in the field of the dissemination of the Geneva 
Conventions and the Red Cross Principles

With regular intervals, approaches are being made to the Ministry 
of Education and to the Military Authorities in order to make sure 
that the education in the Geneva Conventions is going on and 
kept up.

10. Activities for peace-keeping nationally and internationally

In cooperation with other countries and their populations in their 
efforts to mitigate human sufferings, the Norwegian Red Cross is 
working intensively and take part in the work for the promotion 
of peace all over the world.

11. Relations with other non-governmental organisations (both 
national and international) and with specialised bodies and 
institutions of the United Nations

The Norwegian Red Cross is, both by its Secretary General and 
its Chief of Foreign Relations Bureau, member of an advisory 
committee to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Besides being an 
advisory group in questions of Government contribution to 
disaster relief and other kinds of humanitarian aid, this committee 
serves as a forum for coordination between all larger non
governmental organisations, all of which are members.
A coordination relationship with the UN Disaster Relief Office 
(UNDRO) in Geneva, is maintained both through the ICRC and 
through the League.

12. Activities in the field of information and Public Relations

The information service of the Norwegian Red Cross Society has 
for the period following the last International Red Cross 
Conference been engaged in different parts of information and 
Public Relations subjects. Films, press releases, pamphlets etc. 
have been worked out and published regularly, as have the annual 
reports. The information function has also taken care of different 
tasks connected to the internal communication between the



Society’s local branches, the specialised groups and the headquar
ters in Oslo.
From 1977, the information service has been reorganised, and on 
the 1st April 1977, a director was engaged as head of the 
Information Office.
The Norwegian Red Cross periodical «Over alle grenser» (Across 
all borders), with 11 issues a year, is distributed to subscribers and 
has in every issue four pages concentrated on Red Cross news, 
national and international. These pages are distributed in about 
16.000 copies to members through the local Red Cross 
chapters.
From 1978, the Board of Representatives has recommended a 
proposal to start issuing a member periodical, which will be 
distributed to all members.

13. Blood donors and transfusion service

A central committee of five members is responsible for the blood 
donors and transfusion service in the Norwegian Red Cross. The 
increasing need of blood and donors is also observable in Norway, 
and the Red Cross is therefore working very hard to increase the 
supply. The first conference for blood donors was held in Oslo in 
October 1976, with participants from all over the country — both 
from blood-banks, hospitals, local branches, the armed forces and 
public authorities. About 29.000 Red Cross blood donors have 
been registered, but the hope is to double the number.






