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ORGANIZATION AND STRUCTURE

Marshal KIM IL SUNG, President of the Democratic People’s Re
public of Korea and the respected and beloved leader of the Korean 
people, founded the Red Cross Society of the Democratic People’s Re
public of Korea (hereafter referred to as the RCSDPRK) on October 18, 
1946.

The Central Committee of the RCSDPRK is located in Pyongyang, 
the capital of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.

The RCSDPRK became a member of the League of Red Cross So
cieties on May 5, 1956. The leading bodies of the RCSDPRK are the 
conference, the plenary meeting of the central committee and its execu
tive committee.

The RCSDPRK has its committees in all the provinces, cities and 
counties, and its primary committees in factories, enterprises, institu
tions and establishments, cooperative farms, schools and workers’ settle
ments (dong).

MEMBERSHIP AND FINANCE

Members of the RCSDPRK are composed of grown-ups and youth 
and it is financed with membership fee, state subsidies and other income.

WORK FOR THE PROMOTION OF THE 
PEOPLE’S HEALTH

The respected and beloved leader President KIM IL SUNG taught 
as follows:

“In our system, nothing is more precious than the people. We should 
develop our public health services to protect the lives of the people and 
further promote the health of the working people.”

During the period under review, the RCSDPRK, upholding the 
State’s policies on public health, has achieved great successes in the 
work for protecting the people’s lives and promoting their health.

The system of universal free medical care has long since been in



troduced in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. Therefore, the 
people are free from worries about medical care.

All the inhabitants—workers, peasants, office workers and their 
dependents—are given such medical services as out-patient treatment, 
in-patient treatment, recuperation and the like, free of charge.

The State pays doctor’s fee and medical fee for patients and also 
provides them with conditions of their home life during the period of 
their treatment in hospitals.

In the Republic, all the rural clinics have completely turned into 
hospitals. As a result, hospitals are found even in solitary' islets and 
lumber station villages and medical workers sent to under-ground stalls 
of collieries and mines and fleets of ocean-going fishing boats.

The pharmaceutical and medical appliances industries have been 
developed, thus producing various medicines and medical appliances by 
ourselves. Doctors, pharmacists and nurses are trained in a big way so 
as to meet on our own the demand of medical workers. Now medical 
workers number about 300,000.

The RCSDPRK carries through the prophylactic line set forth by 
the Government of the Republic, keeping close ties with the State public 
health organs.

The district-doctor system is in force. Under this system, medical 
workers take charge of the inhabitants of a definite district, always in
quire after their health and take measures, and disseminate the hygienic 
knowledge among the inhabitants so as to make them participate in the 
work for the prevention of diseases. This means that with the introduc
tion of the district-doctor system, all the working people in the Republic 
have been able to have, as their “doctors in charge”, such able specialists 
as physicians, surgeons and the like, not one doctor.

Preventive inoculation is regularly given to all inhabitants by the 
anti-epidemic workers.

The working people of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
enjoy the benefits of paid leave and free medical care from the State at 
rest homes and sanatoriums and the old people with no one to support 
them are protected at homes for the aged. All the working people are 
given regular paid leave, women granted paid maternity leave and free 
delivery aid given to 100 percent of women in childbed.

When factories and cities were built in the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea, first attention has been given to the people’s health. 
So there is no industrial pollution there.

The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea has shown great concern 
for the protection of the people’s health and the promotion of their physi
cal strength. As a result, their average life span has been extended by 
32 years as compared with the pre-liberation year 1944.
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RELIEF AND AID WORK
4.

The RCSDPRK, keeping contacts with the State organs of public 
health, has “Sanitation Post”, “Medical Service Team” and “Rescue 
Party” in the administrative units and production units. It has also 
“Marine Rescue Party” and “Mountain Relief Party”.

During the period under review, the RCSDPRK, when Romania, 
Algeria, Pakistan and many other countries of the world had suffered 
from natural calamities and damages, rendered them moral, material 
and financial assistance.

What is more, the RCSDPRK rescued 86 Japanese fishing boats 
which had suffered from typhoon in the course of doing fishing on the 
sea and 883 crewmen and gave them living and medical assistance, free 
of charge and had their fishing boats repaired so as to enable them to 
go back home in good time.

WORK FOR THE REPATRIATION OF THE KOREAN 
CITIZENS IN JAPAN TO THEIR HOME COUNTRY

With regard to the Korean citizens in Japan, they are either our 
compatriots who had been taken by force to Japan as “forced labour” 
and “military conscription” and gone over there for their life under the 
colonial rule of the Japanese imperialists or their sons and daughters.

With the founding of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, 
they became full-fledged overseas citizens of an independent sovereign 
state.

Free travel of overseas citizens to their homelands and their na
tional education are their legal rights which no one can encroach upon.

The RCSDPRK has made active efforts to defend the national demo
cratic rights of the Korean citizens in Japan, realize their free travel to 
the homeland and repatriate them to the fatherland.

Over 93,000 Korean citizens in Japan have been repatriated to their 
glorious fatherland—the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea—up to 
this date on 178 occasions since the agreement on repatriation was con
cluded between the Korean and Japanese Red Cross organizations on 
August 13, 1957.

The RCSDPRK, having close contacts with the organs of the peo
ple’s power, has been affording the repatriates all assistance such as 
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selecting jobs for them, providing them with houses and educating their 
children so that they live a stabilized, happy life.

Under the warm care of the great leader Marshal KIM IL SUNG 
the RCSDPRK sent, on 65 occasions, educational aid funds and stipends 
to the tune of 22,975,738,033 yen (in Japanese currency) for the demo
cratic, national education of the Korean citizens in Japan.

WORK OF RED CROSS YOUTH

The work of Red Cross Youth is pushed forward actively in the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.

The “Hygienic Guard’’ and the “Greening Guard” were organized 
by youth and children at schools of all levels and the “Midget Clinic” 
was formed there.

Members of the “Hygienic Guard” give, through the “Midget Clinic”, 
simple treatment in their schools and carry out art propaganda work to 
prevent various accidents, to keep streets and villages tidy and clean 
and to disseminate the hygienic knowledge among the inhabitants.

The youth and children including members of the “Greening Guard” 
plant trees in streets and villages, tend flower beds and create the “forest 
of the Socialist Working Youth League” and the “forest of the Juvenile 
Corps” to cover the whole country with green foliage.

WORK FOR MITIGATING SUFFERINGS AND 
MISFORTUNES OF THE FAMILIES AND 
RELATIVES DISPERSED OWING TO THE 

DIVISION OF THE COUNTRY

In his historic speech on August 6, 1971, the great leader President 
KIM IL SUNG clarified a new comprehensive policy for north-south 
negotiations to solve in a most correct way all humanitarian questions 
including the question of the country’s reunification, with the result that 
the Red Cross talks between the north and the south was opened.

Twenty-five sittings of the preliminary talks were held to discuss 
the questions of date, venue, agenda and procedures of the full-dress 
talks between the north and south Red Cross organizations from Septem
ber 20, 1971, and the full-dress talks was opened in August, 1972.

After the seventh round of the full-dress talks held in Pyongyang 
in July, 1973, the full-dress talks was brought to a rupture. It has been 

— 4 —



absolutely impossible to open the eighth round of the full-dress talks 
because of the inhumane atmosphere in Seoul.

In order to clear all hurdles lying in the way of the eighth round 
of the full-dress talks, the RCSDPRK proposed, on its own initiatives, a 
contact between delegates of the two sides and a working-level meeting 
to be participated in by delegates from each side led by the deputy-head 
of it’s delegation. As a result, seven contacts were made between the 
delegates of the two sides and twenty-three sittings of the working-level 
meeting held in order to have preliminary discussions on the questions 
of the resumption of the full-dress talks and its agenda.

At the preliminary talks and the first round of the full-dress talks, 
the following questions were agreed upon to be the agenda of the full- 
dress talks.

1.) The question of finding out the addresses of the families and 
relatives dispersed in the north and the south, ascertaining 
whether they are alive or dead and notifying the results;

2) The question of materializing free visits and free meetings be
tween the families and relatives scattered in the north and the 
south;

3) The question of effecting free correspondence between the families 
and relatives torn apart in the north and the south;

4) The question of reuniting the dispersed families in the north and 
the south at their free will;

5) Other matters to be solved in a humanitarian way.
And at the first and second round of the full-dress talks, the two 

sides agreed to thoroughly embody the democratic principle, the principle 
of freedom, the spirit of the July 4 North-South Joint Statement in which 
the three principles of independence, peaceful reunification and great 
national unity are laid down, brotherly love and the humanitarian spirit 
of the Red Cross in the work of their talks in order to mitigate even a 
day earlier the sufferings of the compatriots dispersed in the north and 
the south and, further, make it a stepping stone to the country’s reunifi
cation.

This principle agreed upon by both sides most correctly reflected 
the historic peculiarities of the humanitarian question of our country. In 
Korea, the humanitarian question to lessen the misfortunes and suffer
ings of the compatriots torn apart in the north and the south forms a 
complete whole inseparable from the question of national reunification. 
It is because only by the reunification can an end be put to the sufferings 
and misfortunes of the compatriots dispersed in the north and the south 
caused owing to the division.

The RCSDPRK has made all its sincere efforts to wind up at an 
early date the historic talks arranged for the first time, mitigate the mis
fortunes and sufferings which the compatriots have been undergoing for 
over 30 years due to the division of the country and make it a stepping
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stone for the country’s reunification.
But, the full-dress talks came to a deadlock, for the south Korean 

side violated the agreement of the two sides -and used the humanitarian 
talks for its political intention to cover up the “two Koreas” plot of the 
splittists within and without, their new war provocation manoeuvres and 
acts of trampling upon human rights.

The RCSDPRK will, in future, too, bend its sincere and persevering 
efforts to successfully push on with the Red Cross talks between the 
north and the south, the noble mission of which is to alleviate the suffer
ings of the family members and relatives dispersed in the north and the 
south and to make the talks a stepping-stone to the country’s reunifi
cation.

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE GENEVA CONVENTION 
AND ITS DISSEMINATION

The RCSDPRK, keeping close contacts with the State organs, is 
carrying out its work to implement and disseminate the Geneva Conven
tion. “Internaltional Red Cross Hand-book” was translated into and 
published in Korean in 1975.

The RCSDPRK disseminates the Geneva Convention among students 
and introduces its contents among soldiers, inhabitants and medical 
workers in such various ways as lecture, talks and the like.

WORK TO PRESERVE PEACE ON A NATIONAL 
AND WORLD-WIDE SCALE

* ' ' . V:

Making efforts to preserve peace is an important aspect of the Red 
Cross activities. As every one knows, any interference of outside forces 
must be terminated and the independent, peaceful reunification of the 
country achieved in order to ensure a durable peace in Korea.

The Government of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea al
ways maintains that the question of national reunification, an internal 
affair of our nation, must be solved independently by the Koreans them
selves, not any interference of outside forces, and by peaceful means, 
not means of war.

The occupation of south Korea by outside forces is the basic obstacle 
hampering national reunification and (the constant source increasing a 
danger of war.
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That is why the DPRK Government and the RCSDPRK have ad
vanced the most fair and reasonable proposals to bring interference of 
outside forces to an end and achieve the independent, peaceful reunifica
tion of the country, and exerted every effort to implement them.

In order to remove the dangers of the permanent split of the nation 
and war and realize the independent, peaceful reunification of the coun
try, the political padties and public organizations in the Republic put 
forward, on January 25 last, a new proposal on realizing a great alliance 
of the socialist forces of the north and the patriotic democratic forces of 
the south, easing the tension between the north and the south and re
moving the danger of nuclear war, removing the source of a discord 
within the nation and creating an atmosphere of great national unity, 
and convening a north-south political consultative conference composed 
of representatives of all the political parties, public organizations and 
people of all strata in the north and the south.

The proposal is a patriotic and peace-loving one reflecting the un
animous desire and will of the Korean people and the progressive people 
of the world. ’

Therefore, the national salvation proposal has been enjoying active 
support of the world people, to say nothing of the Korean people. The 
splittists within and without, however, have turned down all reasonable 
proposals of ours for national reunification and are trying to perpetuate 
the division of Korea by creating “two Koreas”.

The Korean people are a homogeneous nation. They have lived 
harmoniously in one and the same territory with the same language and 
culture from the ancient times. It is unthinkable that such Korean nation 
be splitted into two in our times. That is why the whole Korean people 
resolutely oppose and reject the permanent division of the country.

Split, war and acts of violating human rights run counter to the 
humanitarian ideal of the Red Cross and constitute a danger to world 
peace. For peace in Korea and her independent, peaceful reunification, 
all foreign ¡troops and nuclear weapons must be withdrawn from south 
Korea at once.

The RCSDPRK will make all effort to realize the independent, peace
ful reunification of the country and preserve and consolidate peace in 
Korea and the world.

PUBLICITY WORK

Publications in our national language are brought out, which in
troduce the Red Cross activities, and information materials for foreign 
friends printed. The RCSDPRK introduces activities of the Red Cross 
through the central and local newspapers, radio and television.


